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4 govt hospitals to be merged
into an AIIMSHlike institution |

Eldhhni Gupta

ridhima.gqupta@hindestantimes com

NEW DELHI: Decks have been
cleared for the proposed merger
of four major government hospi-
tals in east Delhi - Guru Teg
Bahadur (GTE) Hospital, Delhi
State Cancer Insttute [DSCI),
Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality
Hospital (RGSSH) and the Inst-
tute of Human Behaviour and
Allied Sciences (IHBAS) - into a
single autonomous, multi-special-
ity institution modelled on the All
India Institute of Medical Scien-
ces (AIIMS), health miinister Pan-
kaj Singh said on Thursday.

The proposal, seen by HT,
eivisapges dissolving the separate
bodics currently governing the
four hospitals in Dilshad Garden
and its vicinity, and bringing
them under a single entity with a
unified administrative structurne.

Singh said the Dethi govern-
meent had recefved Beutenant gov-
ernor Taranjit Singh Sandhu's
approval for the integration and
woild soon invite tenders for the
next stage of the process.

"We have received the LG's
approval for the integration of the
four hospitals. We will soon float
the tender for the same. Now
trans-Yamuna area will have a
multl-speciality ATTMS-like insti-
tution, that will provide direct
benefit to around 6 million popu-

Mega campus in east Delhi

The cam
DSl

lation of the area and subse-
quently to the larger Delhi res-
dents,” Singh said, adding that
work was progressing on a fast
track to provide subsidised
healtherare servioses.

The LG office did not respond
to HT's requests for comment,

According to the proposal doc-
ument, the merger is Intended to
reduce duplication of services and
make better use of existing infra-
structure and staff. All specialith
that are offered by these different

uses of three of the facilities - GTB Hospital,
IHEAS - are adjatent to each other, wﬁ
REG55H is around a half kilometre away

hospitals will be consolidated
under a single {and larger) ban-
ner, while patients will now be
able to be cross-referred to the
other units - something which
isn't possible right now,

The proposal also envisages
pooling teaching positions across
the institulions o increase post-
graduate medical seats and
expanding Infrastructure to
actommisdate more undergradu-
ate MBES seats. The government
expects that sharing facilities, staff

and teaching respurces will help
the hospitals treat patients more
efficiently and expand medical
education. At present. the four
institutions operate under differ-
ENC SOVErNance Arangements,

GTE I'IDSpi[.'-]iEH.lHEIITE'Cﬂ}"EIF
the Delhi povernment and has the
attached University College of
Medica] Sciences. The ather thres
are governed by separate socle-
ties, according to the propesal,

“The societies that are now

these hospitals sepa-
rately will be dissabved and there
will be a fmnannnflzﬁ nmg::;r*
erning - wihich wild be o the
EAmE h]_:;:[gfu the AIIMS Delhi
governing system,” a sentor gov-
ermument officlal said,

The next step is to obtain
approval from the Delhi cabinet,
which the proposal estimates
could take arpund six months, An
edministrative order formalising
the integration would follow, the

Before that, the health depart-
ment plans toappoint a transac-
tional adviser and an infrastruc-
fure consulant through a tender.
The consultants will assess how
facilities can be shared, help
frame rules and repulations for
infrastructure use, develop the
institutional framewoerk and pre-
pare the cabinet note required for

said
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Healthcare GCCs Dangle Hefly Pay
Premiums to Bridge Al Talent Gap

Senior Al leadership roles cnmmandlng up to 8x the overall median

\ Shillpa Ranipeta

erabad: Global capability cen-
tres (GCCs) in India’s healtheare sec-
tor are strugeling to find specialised
artificial intelligence (A} and ma-
chine learning (ML} talent, forcing
them to pay up to 2.5 times the overall
median salary and wait for as long as
&) days to fll senior Al vacancies, ac-
cording to staffing firm Guess Corp,
The premium reflects a widening
gap between demand for specialised
skills and the supply of professionats
whao possess them. Data, amalytics and
Alhave just L6 professionals for every
opening in India's health-
care (0Cs, compared with 4.8 across
roles overall As a result, senior Al
leadership positions, including data
sefence managers and Al product

managers, command 6.5-8 times tha
overall median salarfes, Quess esti-
mates, The squeeze comes as India's
healthcare GCCs are projected to gen-
erate 7,000 job openings in 2026, Near-

Iy 93% of this demand is for profos-
slonals with threeto12 vears of experi-
ence, even as entry-level hiring de
mand declines.

The salary premium rises sharply
with seniority Among pmftssmna]s

more than the median for theirexperi-
ence group. Data professionals in the
same bracket earn a 44% premium.
Despite the premium, these roles are
taking longer to fill. Quess says spe-
cialist positions take 1.5 times to
twice as long to fill as generalist roles,

Professionals who combine eight
to 15 years of healthcare and tech-
nology experience are particularly
difficult to recruit,

FOR FULL REPORT, GO TO
Www.economictimes. com

i



i
'Equal cancer carea p

Nira] Pandit 1

| nirsi pandit@hindumtantimet com

MUMBAL: Making cancer treat-
ment and care more acoessible
will be a top priority for Dr C5
Pramesh, the new president-
elect of the Union for Interna-
tional Cancer Control (UICC),
which brings together more than
1100 member orpanisations
across 170 countries,

“1 have seen bath the extraor-
dinary progress we have made
and the substantial inequities
that persist. My focus will be on
learning from successful
approaches, sharing them across
countries and turning the com-
mon goal of equal cancer care
into better outcomes for

Dr C5 Pramesh

patients.” said Dr Pramesh,
direCtor of Tata Memorial Hospi-
tal and professor and head of
thoracic surgery at Tata Memo-
rial Centre in Mumbai.

He was elected president of
the UICC for the 2036-2028 term
during the organisation's gen-
eral assembly on October 20,

B 09 0

ri

The meeting also saw the
appointment of its new board of
directors for 2026-2028.

Inan interaction with the HT
after his election, Dr Pramesh
said he would bring cancer orga-
nisations, governments and
healthcare  professionals
together to improve access to
treatment, particularly In low-
and middle-income countries.

A surgical oncoelogist and
researcher, Dr Pramesh is
known for his work in clinical
trials in cancer research and his
role in establishing the national
cancer grid. His clinical areas of
interest include the reatment of
oesophageal and lung cancers
and minimally invasive surgery.

For him, making cancer treat-

ority: UICC chief-elect

ment affordable is not just about
reducing the cost of medicines; it
is also about ensuring that
patients can access early diagno-
sis, quality treatment and the
right medical advice without
their financial condition or place
of residence becoming a barrier.
“1 believe that cancer care
should not depend on a person’s
income, where they live, or their
ability to navigate a complex
health system,” he said.

The UICC has the ability to
connect governments, doctors,
researchers, patients and civil
soclety groups. Dr Pramesh said
this strength should be ysed to
turn research and evidence into
policies that make 5 real differ-
eNce [0 patients,
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For Delhi’s Air, Nip «

Pollutants in the Bud

With Diwaliaround the corner, Delhigovernment’s 7104 crplan
to involve private sector and startups to deploy pollution-redu-
cing technologies across 40 hotspots is good news. But the city

has been here before: experimenting with smog towers, out-
door air purifiers, mist-based scrubbers and anti-smog guns —

unfortunately, with little to show as results. Air pollution is not
a hotspot problem. It requires an airshed approach. Cities and
urban areas require structural and systemic interventions in

keeping with geographic and meteorological characteristics.

Located in the low-lying Indo-Gangetic Plain with the Hima-
1#3‘311 range to the north and Aravallis to the southwest, Delhi

sits 1In a bowl-like trap, with limited natural air circulation.

Reducing pollution here requires redu-
cing production of pollutants at source.
Vehicular emissions, road and construc-
tion dust,and open wasteburningarema-

g jorsources of pollution, along with parti-
culate pollution interacting in the air with
organicand chemical compounds. Arobu-
st, reliable, efficient and integrated mass
public transpnrt system that is progressively electrified can
reduce vehicular emissions and secondary particles. Using
technology to improve road safety, constructing more and bet-
ter sidewalks, can promote walking and cycling, at least dur-
ing amenable weather. Reducing open waste burning, includ-
ing through an improved waste collection and management
system, will help clean the city’s air, as will tackling stubble
burning by engaging with other state governments.
Technolugy and participation of all stakeholders, including
private sector, are essential to cleaning Delhi’s air. But with-
Guta plantoreduce the pollution atsource, such interventions
could bea whole lotof greenwashing.
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/For migrantchildren, access

toschoolisnotenough

asih

KULDEEPSINGH
Ragpur

Thechallenge
lies in ensuring
meaningful
learning,
remedial
teaching,
academic and
mental-health
suppart,
ernotional well
being, care, and
eguitable
educational
strategics

S THE Kl harvest comes toanend, seasonnl mi-
grarion begins across many parts of India, Bul this
vear, drowght is adding anew dimenslon, with sea-
sotal 'I!I'Ii.E,I'ﬂnE mﬂ?thIEJ?tﬂ.wm“ig “elimmale mi-
ants”. Intense drought, drving fiekds and shrinking
livelihood oppormunidesane likely (o push more Familics iowarnds
sugarcane fields, brick kilns, construction sites and other work-
sites Ilas-u:an:h-::.fu»fun.;.:.jgmmnm{mﬂmkedﬂmjmfmch
migration are often children. Forced to migrate with their parents,
they face internupted schooling, leaming loss, and the risk ol pro-
longed educational exclusion. Acconding tothe st Census, India
had 929 crore migrant children, At present, there is no reliable
estimate of how many are out of school. The recent NTITATY0E
repart, “School Education Svstem in India: Tempaoral Analysis
and Policy Roadmap for Quality Enhancement’, highlights the
educational exchsion of migrant children. Schooling distuptions,
often ksting five o six months, widen leaminggaps, weakenso-
cial ties, and undermine school belonging. These increase the
risk of iregular attendance and dropoat. Many children begin
assisting their parents at work and slip inte child labour,

The Sarva Shiksha Abhivan, launched in 2001, marked a 5ys-
temmtic effort to address barriers toschool acoess among milgrant
children. Alongside expanding educational infrastructuire inre-
mote and underserved areas. it promoted context -specific alver-
native educathon modelsto ensurecontinuity, inclucing seasonal
hostels, residentialschools, o shalis, saklar slalos (sugarcane
schools), tent schools {construction-site schools), and transit edu-
cation centres, Both the Bight 1o Education Act 2009] and the
Mational Education Policy {20200 have recognised the edusca-
tional exclusion of iigrant childsen and underseored the impor-
tance of inchisive educetion. Recently, MITT Aavol his recom-
mended measures such as migration-responsive schooling,
bridee learning centres, pomable school reconds, inter-state
transfer mechanisms, and tracking svstems, Despite this, n prac-
tice, the primeary focus has remadned on access and enrolment.

Acress and enrolment are onky the first steps, The challenge
lies in ensuring meaningful learming. rermedial teaching, aca-
demic and mental-health support, emotional well-being, care,
andequitable educational sirregies. While providing education
v worksites s a significant intervention, thene Eanequally ungem
need to implement squitable and context -responsive altemative
education models that address the distinct leaming needs of mi-
grant children. This Is precisely what the NEP 3020 advocates,

The question s whether teachers have the pedagosical som-
petencles and sociclogical perspectives 1o critically Intermogate
the socioculiural and stracoaral inegualivies reproduced in clpes-
roms. Most teacher-education programmes are stroctured
around the assumpkons of sedendiary foomal "';‘"""'-"‘-"H“HI Mjzra-
tem-responsive sducation must be urgently ntegrned,

Thee true measure of wn inclusive education system lies not
mierely I whiether mlgrant chibdren enter classrooms, but n
whether they can leam, participate, and progress without their
ansoabliny dete rrmdindiig e et logsd s,

v werib i hssie s Wil | ettt i oo prodi
et kanagg it ogriants s i i (R TR
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