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Al companions and child safety

raditionally, a
child in distress
has usually fumed
o a parent, friend
OF 4 counsellor, However, in
5 [Pday’s world, that confidant
“is increasingly becoming an

Companions are quiethy
finding a place in children's
emotonal ives becayse,

1 unlike parents and friends,
mmﬁmme at all
mmes appear

" empathetic, and are

' responshe. But
Whua.mm:.s responsibility
* when that relationship turns
harmful? As Al becomes an

p emotonal confidant for
children, India’s regulatory
framework must confront

s the growing risks of Al
companionship.

In April 2025 in the US.,
l&-year-old Adam Raine died
by suicide. His family alleged
that ChatGPT had engaged in
comversations about suicide
with Mr. Raine for months
amd had even helped him
draft a farewell note: they
subsequently Ailed a
wrongful-death lawsuit
against OpenAl, the parent
company of ChatGPFT. While
the litigation remains
ongoing, the case has ignited
a debate about the
responsibilities of
technology companies
towards vidnerable children.

On September 10, 2026,
California enacted the

Senate Bill 1119, kooam as
“Adam's Law. It introduces

nirguanisfurm Companion

parental controls,
nodifications when children
disahle safery sewings, and
Independent saﬁ:ty avicdits,
The legistation is a clear
signal that technological
innovation cannot be i the

expense of child safety. [

serve as a regulstory

For Indis, rhis shauld ll
waake-up call. s digial

NS

Sakshi Rewaria

Facuity, 1M Rohtak

A chathot's
profonged
interactions with
a child may
raise serious

concerns about
emotional
dependence,
psychological |
manipulation, |
and exposure o |

v harmful adwioe

landscape Is witnessing an
unprecedented expansion
of young users who are
h:tm:ting with M-mnd
apMications. Yet the
natlen's digital laws remain
largely targeted towards
comventional forms of
cybercrime, While the
Information Technology
Act, 2000, the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023, and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Dffences Act, 2012,
address importane
dimensians of dlgital safety,
none establishes a
comprehensive framework
governing the paychological
risks of Al companions. A
chatbot's prolonged
Interactions with 2 chikd
My raise seriows Concerms
about emotional
dependence, psychological
manipulation, and exposure
10 harmbul advice.

Unlike comventional
cybercrime, Al-related
peyvchological harm can be
msidious and difficule o
detect. Its effects may
emerge through thousands
of seemingly innocuowus
exchanges, shaped by
prodict design and
algorithmic responses.
India's existing lews are no
eqiiipped to investigate this
emerging category of harm,

The challenge, therefore,
extends beyond the
government; it also
conecerns the accountability
of platfiorms whose
products are becoming
deeply embedded in
children's emotional world,

Child safety is paramouont
Article 21 guarantees the
right to life and personal
liberty, while Article Z9(f)
directs the state to ensure
that children are given
epportunities to develop in
conditions of freedom and

dignity. These constituthanal
principles accpulre reneeed

significance in the age of Al
Protecting children must
now encompass thelr
interactions in the digital
space, not only with respect
to their personal data and
physical safety, but also

! from the risks arising from

Engagement with Al
chatbots,

Howrever, regulation must
be calibrated. An excessively
restrictive approach could
stifte innovation, barden
emerging enterprises, and
impede the development of
gemuine Al progress. The
objective should not be 1o
hinder technological
progress but io ensure that
it takes accountability in
stride. Age-appropriate
safeguards, crisis-response
meéchanisms, ml:lr.p-:ndmt
safety assessments, and
effective parental oversight
are some of the reforms that
can be considered, Such
Measures must also respect
children's privacy and
evolving autonomy.

California’s begislative

| response offers India an

OpporTUniry fo examine s
0w repulatory priorites.
The objective need not be to
replicate the 1.8, legislation,
but to develop a framework
suited to India’s instintional
capacities and digital
realities. Policymakers miust
also consider whether
existing cybercrime
investdigation mechanisms
are equipped to examine
algorithmic behaviour, use
chatbot intéractons as
evidence, and establish
accountabiliny whenever
profonged digital
engagement result in harm.
The central question is
not whether children will
interact with Al they
already do. 1t is whether the
institutions eptrusted with
thelr protection can keep
pace with technologies that

are fransforming children's
lrves amcl chiildbood fraeil
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India struggles to curb leprosy transmission

Incics exnminmaes to ropuort mone bepimasy cases, childhood ncctions ancd disability than projected, highlighting the need o intermupe mansmissions

I ATS PIOINT

Devvanshi Bihani
Ntk Franc:

exdia’s leprosy progransme (s
l r-':'-[“"I-IIl'l'l:ll'l-|:lf:lt'.'len||'l pritfic-

Dons gel for 202528, The
SN reported 91,783 mew |e-
PPy Cases fn MIO628, 41.2% high-
o than the penpected 65,000, My
Cakes amoig dhildren were 91.6%
abows the profection while the rie
of {irade 1 Eﬁuﬁﬂr}'mn}mg
mew cases was 134 ot million,
aEAns a e mill:
Takls ILF'I'G:Et'Hd per millicm

India’s national prevalence rale
uﬂ-ﬂ:ﬂﬂﬂapﬁlﬂmm-
Iu-mua:‘. lhlrh“md.mmminzs. -
o the eliminaticn {0 & pre-
valency rate hﬂﬂ'«'«'hﬂjﬁmpr::r
OO0 {Chary 1), But the Barden
MEmains comcentranid geoagraphi
rally, Chharrsgarh had'l]:h:l'hﬁ
prevalence among StalesUTs ar
L5 cames per 10,0050 population,
rnu:-.nga Iy Jharkhand g1,
Chandigarh (L4890, Odiha (1L25)
and Maharashera 11,14} (Map i)

Al thee chistricn e, 14,8 of dis-
oicts nad 4 prevalence rage aboswse
Of Gt per WLOOG in 200506,
cioewm from 18 6% in 2003 (Chant
2 bt 1M districts sl remained
above the programme’s elimina-
o Carget. Moreover, onby 148 dis
iricts have provicionally achievid
imermpticn  of  ransmission,
Egainet & projected BO0.

L was abso concerraned in a
tiw e 1T, Chandigarh, Dethi,
Criuitisgarh. JFarkhand and Od-
isha tegether accounned for 42.5%
of thi 1,045 GI0 s peparted in
H0E5-35. Chandigarh recorded the
Bighess rae ar 13.54 per million,
iodlowed by Dedbd 010530 amd
Chhatisgarh {7.67) (Chart 1)

Single Dioway Rifampicin Poss-Ex-
posure Fropilaxis (DR FEF), a
preventive dose given 10 jRople
Whin have been in combact with b ke
prosy patenl, was adminsstered in
HLZS ol the 15,54 Takh eligihle cun-
ECE |0 253G, upﬁum?j.-l-?'-'lﬂ
et 43 Eakdhy i 201520 {CharT 4]
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(LN HLAM), in Mew York in Seplember

A0, Incka made official remarks on the
Falitical Dedaraton on Pandemic Freventian
Préparednes and Besponse (PPFEL The
Declaration i par of the eierging global legal
regime an pandemics led by the WHO- Pandemde
agTeemEnl (PAY,

Shaping the frmewnrk
The FA was adogred by 124 member siptes in

2025, including Indla, Ko country woted agalnst

Ir, while 1l absained, reflecting nlignment across

H@-.mﬂﬂrimmﬂtﬁmcmmi

(HICSLICSTMECe). The neguiiaticns hinged on

beorer o balancn natienal sovereigniy with

ingernational cooperation aixl solidariy,
expaing thie il lines berween the Clobal Morth
and the Gliobad Soanh. Key Bsues incduded
whether & global meaty can set binding targes for
measures such a5 One Heakh® withous sectiring
ﬁ:mﬂn;mmm:nmhMLehu}H:m
Or whether natlonal pandesic regulations can be |
harmondsed thisiagh gobal framesarks. And
whether private maraifactuners can be roquined

o ehire viccines in real tme & sfordable prices.

The PA i nog vt open for ratiSoatan becaime
negodistions are =ill ongoing for &n ancex |
conorTning the Pathogen Aocess and
Benehit-Shaning (PARS) syston. PAES could help
emure hat, dhiring a pandemic, LICs and LMICs
recerer a fair share of vaccines, medicnes and
wther therapeutics,

Even withoud ratfhcation, the PA has created 2
first-al ts-kind global legal regime for the PEPR,
Operati poalisation reguires couniries such as
Irulian 1o bualsmoe Erterests of the BTG, LICS amd
LMECs, Thils will desermdne whether the PA will
further entrench the ineguithes of the COVTD-IS
pandemic ar make global bealth governance mly
Inefanive,

A1 the UN HLM, India succeeded in enshrining
thee rmidsitateral components of the PA withén the
princple of nathonal soversignty. [ndia reiersied
itx comanitment o strengthen i pandemic
preparedness bt seressed that effective

Allhemltedmﬂm Level Meeting
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India’s
leadership can
help bridige the
clividdes In global
pandemic

I mwmpd sl o I'r:-l.pn. .“"Ftl:r-:::h“ bl v

" Indias stakes in the Global Pa

e lesgad, In

inbertatinnad rocrdination b demonstrsted, The
first s equitable aceess to drugs, wodnes and
tics and the ereation of plobal polibie
Broels, such as digital infrasmacnare (which
adimimedly align with 11z own nadonal pricrites),
The second is a respect for netional
sovereigniy and the prismacy of memibergtiles in
shaping global policy inferventions according to
Iuﬂuna]Flrtlll'mmlut. As o conerast, the Usided

Inadiafs e
I s resmnarks, [mdia has achmioabedged die
conoenms of the Global Morth and the Souib. Both
sides baave upheld national severelgnoy as
paramoi n several providions. The Afrdcan
coraries did pot ghve consent to commirmenits i
monitor the hurman-anlmal-ssvdonmene
interizce, & kay source of pandemic outhreaks,
wirhaul sigrificamt funding, which was naol
gmramieed by the Clohal Mo, Similardy,
mﬂlnm“?ful Marth did not want

I et regands (o TChabogy
transfer (and other smilar prowisens).

B as Inadia sakd o the UN HLM, "Giokal
Sedidarity must be demomstrated theough action’;
India must be an active plaver in the Realisstion
dmwiﬂw iz already
“l'li EIW’LI 2 n@mum
st bead the (lobal South i che post PARS
cantest, Indk can considor three aptions. Firsi,
dvefoplng partnerships on sechnical areas of the
BA i0ne Heakh, sureillance, bealth workfizoe
Errangiisndng o bisld et wdih other conntries
in the Global South, and & *sbore” of operational
sodutioms ao ricky natiomal sovansgnily problems.

Secoewd, Jeveraging its leadershup role within
exiseing global polineal groupings. For example,
thee H0 surmrmit {3 health and developomens -7
andd 1G-20 partnersiip will rake place under the
United Kimgdom's G-20 leadership at che end of
A pandemic preparedsess is one of the core
healrh agendss. During Indla’s G20 presidency in

ndemic Agreement

| pandemic mansgement requires it

W e i e R ITRE] BEVONY = [
il wnd g gy o =it
et l';:w a A g b fny ne

Frithim che plasform's health inftatwes. A
“Partmers. ot Multeralisnr, gt . "
huruhdlnl'ﬂiﬁ-'brlheEm:rpﬂnum
{eu-sponsots are Australls, Rarbadcs,
Canads, ndiz and Kesg), Tk
Third, strengrhesiing and aliging domes:
_ind:mnh.b:qmmﬂnmuhm
priceities for the PA. Glotal leadership g,
rests oo demnestic srengths. Indla M enps
mudlmu]mhummﬁm}.u
| Ao b0 Bological materiy)
ﬂmﬂﬂﬂr&tmuﬁtsmlmlﬂmb@:’;
mmammmmmm

A Sonpth-South heakth rmls
An equitahle glohal riglivs on PPFR B s
inperests s moch & a respossibiliny s
Globad Souih. m&kduphrrrﬂ.q'ufﬂnn:ﬁ
memuacuring ane of the fargest shares of
varcines in the world in ferms of wolumes. Yei, &
nesds an equitahle ghobal vaceine distribution
regime. The panenes & the vacdnes that India
inaniifctures are held by ghobal
uticals. fndtla Is also import-dependest.
Acth Phamaceutical ngredients (AP
[mdliz needs access i the Emes fechnclogy
from the Global Mo e srengien e
marrilasnaring of hgh-grade personal prowctive
equipament and medical devices. A1 the same L]
?mhﬂnnﬁ;m&mh&mh
HIpErarkT ware it tecmalogical srength
with cther couniries in che Global Sourh. =
Imedia’s hiealth syenem has a contmental scade,
ansd as Inida's Health Secretary staved ar dee 15 "
HLM, it= inververminns in digital healih
infrasrucnee, libsralories netsorks and One
Headeh are valuahble 2 global public goods, An X
effective PA needs s angsped Inds, and a strong
P will exremgthen India’s own pandemic
EErAREmEnl.

Thirareiciy b s o6 o firrfoseing CREP worfiag peper on the

lllr II.I



T
15
-
3-
11

.
1

PN
sCrea

------------------------------------------------------

Mmmu@ﬂmesuﬁndia.mm

New Delhi: Doctors and hospitals
cannot use Al to create patient testi-
monials, clinical outcomes or pro-
motional content, nor can they pay
tomanipulate rankingslike thoseon
search engines and apps, under new
ethical advertising guidelines issu-
ed by National Medical Commission
Tuesday, effective Immediately,
NMC has barred registered medi-
cal practitioners and hospitals from
using Al-generated content to adver-
tise their services, solicit patients or
disseminate unverifiable informa-
tion about diagnoses, treatments or
outcomes. Al cannot be used to create
synthetic patient testimonials, voi-
ces, clinical outcomes or fake endor-

sements, or misrepresent the nature
or quality of medical services.
Doctors can't pay for manipulate

search rankings. They also can’t ma-
ke unverified claims such as “best”,
“number one”, “most trusted”, “gua-
ranteed cures” or “100% success”.
Doctors cannot engage influen-

SRR WA THoe! HiTAcCK s
reported on Wednesday, tan

-----------------------------------------------------

te testimonials: NMC

cers, advertising agencies or online !
platforms in arrangements invol- :
ving payment linked to procuring
patients. Doctors and hospitals can-
not offer limited-period discounts, :
coupons, gift packages or referral be- :
nefits if theseare likely to encourage :
unnecessary consultations, Howe- :
ver, NMC allowsdoctors to usesocial :
media for factual, non-promotional
health education. Hospitals can si-

milarly share objective details.

The guidelines restrict the use of
patient photographs without valid :
consent and safeguards. Patient tes-
timonials, before-and-after images
and treatment-success claims that ;
could create unrealistic expecta- |

tions or mislead arealso prohibited.

NMC has prescribed a warning 5:

and mandatory ethics tra iningfora :
censure and mone-

tary penalty for a second, suspen- H
sion for three to six months for a :
third, and six to 12 months for serio- :
us violations. Repeated violations :

first violation,

1

Il

ac
tir
th

o

can lead to removal from the medi- : it

cal register for one to three years. //




Nobel Chemistry engineered to mirror life
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Siberia plague scare draws global scrutiny

Maore international bodies on Wednesday called on Russia to share information after a worker at a plague research
institute died in unexplained circumstances last week. Russia has maintained that pla s’ anfirmed.,

INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE MOUMNTS
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THE DEATH UNDER LENS
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PLAGUE-LINK NOT CONFIRMED
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