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ﬁ/Rising child leprosy cases
challenge India’s 2027 goal

| Country records 3832 child leprosy cases in 2025-26, a figure that 1s 91L6% 3hn-.~F the Em;réf
target n;l' 2000: 37 Grade-2 disability cases point to delayed detection and ongning transmission

Bind n Pe
NEW DELHI

ndla recorded 3,832
lnew leprasy cases
among children in
202526, including 37 who

had Grade2 disability

(G20} at diagnosis — an in-
dicator of delayed detec-
tion. The child caseload

was 91.6% higher than the

National Leprosy Eradiga-

ton Programme’s {(NLEP)
target of 2,000 cases for

the vear.

The figures, from the lat-

est WNLEP annual report for

2025-26, come even as In-
dia pursues the National
Srrategic Plan for Leprosy

2023-27, which seeks to in-

terrupt transmission at the
district level by 2027,
Under the roadmap, a

have interrupted transmis-
sion afier reporting zero
new indigenous child cases
for five consecutive years.
I The NLEP: programmme
objectives inchude zero dis-
| ability among new child
cases and a national G2D
rate of less than one case
per millicn population.
| The roadmap projects
| 1,000 child cases and a
' G2D rate of 0.5 per million
for 2026-27.

Epidemiologic question
| The World Health Crgani-
sation (WHO) considers
new cases among children
| below 15 years an mdﬂ:am.r
of recenl [ransmission,
while G2D among newly

district is considered to

The Health Ministry has identified high-priarity States and districts
where the burden remaing concentraked, FILE PHOTD

detected patients indicates
delaved diagnosis.

The WHO also says dis-
abilities among newly de-
tected child cases sigmal
both delaved detection
and ongoing transmission.

Indla recorded 63 chil-
dren with G2D in 2019-20,
followed by 35 in 2020-21,
41 in 202122, 55 in 202223
and 45 in 2023-24. The
continued  detection  of
children with GZD con-
trasts with the NLEP's ob-
jective of zero disability
among new child cases.

The latest numbers the-
refore ralse a fundamental
epidemiclogical queston:
if India is working to inter-
rupt transmission by 2007,
why are children sl deve-

loping leprosy, and why
are some reaching diagno-
sis only after visible disabil-

ity has appeared?

India detected 91,783
‘new leprosy cases in 2025-
26, according to the Union
Health Ministry. The preva-
lence rate was 0.56 per
10,000 population, and

1,945 patients had Grade-2
disability at diagnosis, ac-
counting for 2.12% of all
newly detected cases. The
national G2D rate was 1.34
per million, above the
NLEPs target of less than
one case per million.

Global hubs

According o the WHO's
latest global update, India
reported the world's lar-
gest number of newly de-
tected leprosy cases in
2025, with 91,783 cases,
followed by Brazl with
22,901 and Indonesia with
16,292. Together, the three
countries accounted for
78.3% of all new cases re-
ported globally, The WHO
notes that, although the
update is for 2025, India re-
ported data for April 2025
to March 2026,

India alzo reported the
world's [argest number of
new child leprosy cases in
the WHO's 2025 global up-
date, with 3,832 cases.

The WHO figures and
the NLEP figures refer to

the same reporting petiod
for India - April 2025 to
March 2026 — although the
WHO presents India’s data
in its 20125 global table. The
WHO table records 3,832

child cases and 37 child

cases with G2D for India.

Hard-to-reach areas
The Health Mindstry identl-
fies high-endemic  and
hard-to-reach areas as
priorities for intensified
case detection. The NLEP
emphasises active case de-
tection, household contact
surveys and focused cam-
paigns, along with special
plans for hard-to-reach
-areas. The programme also
identifies stigma and dis-
crimination as continuing
CONCEIMS. .
Leprosy, or Hansen's
disease, is a chronic bacte-
rial infection caused ma.er.L
ly by Mycobacterivm le-
prae. It primarily affects
the skin and peripheral

nerves. ‘Transmission oC- |

curs mainly through pro-
longed, close contact with

L

an untreated person. The |

disease iz curable with
multidrug therapy.

The Health Ministry has |

identified  high-prierity
Stares and districts where
the Burden remains con-
centrated. Twenty-three
districts in Chhattisgarh, 21
in Jharkhand, 18 each in
Maharashtra and Odisha,

(¥

and 10 in Madhya Pradesh | of |
had a prevalence rate | Pal

above one case per 10,000 | ty

population.
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Hew Pelhl: Dol NCE 5.
ST TELIL A e Conntry s be
mi_l::.:'rl.uh top b ic sargery,
with 2 hospitals eguipped
with mobory svetms, ol
ding 1 with mualtiphe machi-
Tz Rebothoastisted  proce
duiees 10 the Tesplon Wenve sikea
idtvased nearly Mvefold in
i vears, reaching 837 1n
S, data presenioed ol Soc)e
v of Robatic Surpere India
SE conferenoe shosesd,

The wawber of Tobaiie pro-
oty i Dl XK o fromm
=50 T L LR ey A 5 ey
T NER. TS 3 and 10,857
I SRS The three-dmy cocderen-
or began Friday The threedsy
confiarece beomn Friday

Delni-NCH's installed ha-
seof robolicsurgieal systems
i comcenitrated 10 integroted
delivery  networks  (TDNs),
Which compr isen chatnof -
spitals, clinbes and orber he-
altheare providers opers ing
urder 5 contdinnied svatem,
DM account fir 5% of the
region’s installed systems,
cofnpared with 23% in priva
te and 8% in govit hosphials,
Acriss India. the correspon-
ding shares are 54% . T and
1%, pespectivedy.

The prowth has been spre-

-
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%
es capital

otics surgery

sl icrnas sperind ftles, In 25,
i sungery foe bmign
wanl b seroives] for sro-.
witd 3% ol mbatbe procedu-.
red,  folbowed by wrology
Gl gamaecology (22.0%
and @enern] surpgery for ma-
kgt comelitbons {10%), o
botic procedures wore also
periormeed m ead and neck,
thora i amel cardlac sumgery

Thee conecerivarion of mobs
by sternsand growing sungi
cal vl reflect the develop
ment of expertizse 0 the re
piom., =xid Dy Vivek Bindal. oc-
Eanising chairman, S8 1ndia,
and principal divectar and he-
#d, departmeent of minimal ac-
oese, hariarric and mobofic sur-
perx M Hoapital, Delhi

“"Dielhi-NCR has emaTged
as a lending fovce in India's
rubotic surgery journey with
the highest eonsentration of
rabotic-svetem instailations
in the ooy amd |\ rapidly
expanding valume of proce
duares. It reflects the depth of
expertize and institutional
adoption that has doveloped
inthe rogion, ™ besadd,

The growth in the reglon
COmes as rebolic surgery ex-
pands rapidiy across the oo
unioy Mationally, the member
of robaticassisted proced-
res increased from 8,952 in
SO21 00 44,857 in 20T

Unlon health mbndster J P
Nawllikn, niklressing the conle
it hroughn viden msssagn
Friday sabil Indla ad an op-
Pt ity b fod fust adopt sor-
gleal mbotics st also innova.
te and developthe technology

Delbk-MCR 15 alse boco-
miing a testing gpround for ro
hotic telessrgery, with surge.
ons operaling remsetedy thro-
ugh robatic systems. Peod Dy
Anup Kumar of Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College and
Saldarjung Hospital recently
perfornsed & robolic telpayp.
gery procedure from I}m—ga.
anon a patient in Hyderakmd,
At the SRS conference, doe
tovs fromn Max Super Speciali-
1y Hospital, Vaishali, akeo de.
mansirated crossborder me
hotic telesurgery between In-
dia and Ching. remotely
operating & gyalem nearly
GJMH) K erwiy En Chengdu du.
HFLEE;lm-nﬁnlﬂj procedures.

Kperts sid telesurgery
could eventaally cormest ipe
claliEt experiise in major cent
s Wity hispitals i semaller
cities, witile enabling remedn
training and telementaring
The conference is also exami-
ning requirsments sueh as
conneclivity  cybersecurity
SUMEeOn [HainIng, credentia-
ling, emeTgency proparedness
and regalatoiy safeguards.

#

MAXIMUM USE IN GENERAL SURGERY

Hospitals in Delhi-NCA s with mait . o
3 with robotic systems 11 minswm;u e S— 1--
. n |
Robotic-assisted procedures '
WDelhi-NCR  India
-z 257
0z Aol
008 Ut E, S 10937
Dethi-HCR 10,937 What Are Robots Being Used For?
Procedures Head & neck, thomcle, General
7595 - cardiac & others surgery,
/ 3.1 benign
AN, General ‘
M
- surgery,
1-'-'57_,.--"' malignant
1 |
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iﬁmﬂmm places before arriving in Notda.
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P'nhw are examining Whats App CONVerss-

ding areas is being pxamined too.

“Return of adopted children: Experts
494 say lack of time limit a problem

gated, policesaid. Fm

l:iﬂhme.unnd'a com

Mew Delhi; Abzence of a -
me-limit window that shuts
for foster parenls seeking to
return’” their adopted child
remaing a key reason why
such cases persist.

[n theory, once a child
finds her way to an adopted
home legally and under the
aegis of a process facilitated
by Central Adoption Hesour-
e Authority (CARAY, such
adoptions become " irmevosah:-
1™ after being cleared by thie
district magisirate conocer-
ned. But bn practice, couples
often hawve second thoughts
and take legal recourse see-
Hing that the adopted child be
sent back 10 the Agency or or-
ganisathon that arrangsd 1

Az Delhi High Courl prepa-
eSO eRamine one such case
of a widow sesking to hand
hack her 14-yearold adoped
son on the ground that he, be

With neither the CARA
rules nor Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of
Children) Act giving a
timeline by which returm
of an adopted child can
be allowed, such petitions
are deait with on a
case-by-case basis

ing mentally challenged, po-
gns @ threat and needs treat-
ment, the court may well end
up laying down guidelines o
govern such cases in futare.
With no comprehensive -
ling, courts are nsually guided
by the best interesis of the
children concerned in sech ca-
ses, egal experts contend,

In 2024, Bombay High Co-
urt annulled the adoptionof a
threeyear-old male child after
an affidavit from the adopdive
parents stating fallare o bond
with thechild, However, the co-

urt agreed (o the child's return
only after examining the stand
of CARA, State Adoption Reso.
urce Authority District Child
Protection Unlt and the specia-
lized sdoption agency [rom
whara the toddier was sent

With neither the CARA
riles nor Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection  of
Children) Act giving a timel-
ne by which return of an
adopted child can be allowed,
such petitions are dealt with
of acase-y-case basis

The law only provides two
gptions if adoption fails —the
first is distuption, which lmp-
L= the peturn of the chibd to
the institution after being pla-
ced with a family but before &
forrnal adoption decres s pas-
sed, The second |5 dissolation
after formal adoption procos-
dings have been finished and
the child has started living
with the new parents.

In 2020, the Union women
and ehild development mini-

stry revealed in a written re

ply in Rajya Sabha that bet-

wien 20014 and 2019, there we-
pe it cases of disruption and
10 cases of dissolution repor-
ted compared to a kotal of
16,859 in-country adoptions.
Advocate Anant Asthana,
who specializes inchild justi-
ce and rights, explained that
an adoption can be annulled
only after it is ensured that at
least two efforts for counsel-
lingof parentsand child were
made to mitigate dissaluiion.
“The most pertinent gues.
iion to ke asked 15 about the t-
me limit. We cannot hawe a si-
tuation that parents uy to dis-
anlve an adoption after many
vears have gone by Disputes
can arise betwesn biclogical
chitdren and parents, and the
same can happen belwsen
adopted children and adopti-
ve parents too. The door of
dissolution cannol be kept
open for an unreasonably
lomg period,” Asthana opined.
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Cancer Patients Got

Drugs Meant For Others

Multi-State Racket, Medicines Diverted Frgh? gupply Chain ;

Abhayatimesofindiacom

New Delhi: The medicines
that neardy 100 cancer pati-
ents bought for teatment we-
re meant for others and res.
ched them through analleged
illegal chain they knew not
hingabout. Investigators pro-
bing a multi-state racket bus.
ted in Aug have traced scores
of patients who were alleged-
I¥ sold medicines diverted
from the legitimate supply
chain, The number could be
significantly higher, suspect
investigators,

The patients and their re-
latives questioned so far
have told police that they had
na idea the sellers were alle-
gedly partof a racket and had
no reason to suspect that so-
me of the vials might have
criginally been meant for
other patisnis.

Mast of the patients traced
till pow are from Harvana,
while some are from another
state. [nvestigators are going
backwards through hospital
records, chemist shops and pa-
tient details to establish where
each vial came from, who di-
verted it and how it eventually
reached another patient,

Three chemist shops and four
private hospitals in Haryana
and Telangana have so far be-
en identified as sources from
where the medicines were a1-
legediy misappropriated,

“Most of the patients
for whom the vials were legi-
timately issued were also
from Harvana, but the medi.
cines were allegedly misapp
ropriated and sold to others,
some of these patients have
been examined by police,™ a
souree sald.

The medical consequen-
ces of the alleged diversion
have become an important
part of the investipation. Pa-
lice are trying to establish
whether patients whose me-
dicines were diverted missed
their prescribed doses and
whether any such interrup:

Three chemist shops and
hwmit;dhuspitnlsh
Haryana and T
hauemhrhee?m“
identified as sources
from where the medicines
were

were allegedly

tion affected their treatment,
Police may approach a premi-
er hospital for an expert opi-
nion on the impact of pati-
ents missing their scheduled
doses or treatment cycles.
“These findings may help us
build a stronger chargeshe-
et," the source added.

“The accused allegedly
misappropriated vials meant
for patients and sold them to
others for Rs 1 lakh to Rs 1.3
lakh per vial. The original
cost was betwesn Bz 2 lakh

and Kz 3 lakh per vial,” an in-

vestigator said.

In Aug, Delhi Police arres-
ted 17 people, busting the mul
ti-state racket allegedly tar-
peting cancer patients and
thelr families across the co-
untry, including Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Harya-

T Tﬂf}hh‘-i + rLJFﬂﬂrl o W R [ G e N e ST (g

na and Uttar Pradesh. The p
drugs worth around Rs9cro- m
re wete seized, inclading 588 Is
vials of critical cancer injec- o«
tions and 3,021 units of other in
medicines, hesides Rs 50lakh oo
in cash. Some of the drugs M
wers allegedly Take, 810

Investigators believe the tic
accused had been operating  Pr
the racket for nearly two years.

The exact quantity of medici- ch
nesallegedly diverted and sold  tr:
1% 2t being worked out. e

Irestigators have not fo
und any foreign connection
in the case, with the probe
currently focused on reconist-
ructing the domestic supply
chainand identifying everyo- |
newhomay have plaved arole
in the racksat,

The gang allegedly sour-
ced medicines  through
three channels: counterfeit
drugs procured from unaut-
hatised sources, genuwine me
dicines allegedly misappro- |
priated from hospitals, and [~
drugs allegedly diverted
from govt institutions and
warshouses, Baich numbers
and MREP details were remo-
vied, and medicines were o

packaged to conceal their so-
e, solrces said. /@
e
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CWHO Indians live longer
than Pakistanis, lag B'deshis

AnujaJaiswal@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Indians canexpect
to live longer than their coun-
terparts in Pakistan, but have
shorter lives than people in
Bangladesh, the US and Cana-
da,according to thelatest World
Health Organization estimates.

India’s life expectancy at
birth was 71 years in 2023, com-
pared with 68.2 years in Pakis-
tan, 72.7 years in Bangladesh,
78.5 years in the US and 81.4 ye-
ars in Canada. Butliving longer

does not necessarily mean li-

ving more years in good health.
India’s healthy life expectancy
was 60.6 years in 2023, compared
with 60.5 in 2019. It had fallen to
58.4 years in 2021 before recove-
ring to 60.2 years in 2022. The fi-
gures are part of WHO’s Global
Health Estimates, released Fri-

day, covering life expectancy,

e
PATTERN REVERSED

| For India, difference is visible
over pandemic years: Life
expectancy fell from 70.5 years in
2019 to 68.1 in 2021, before rising
t0 70.5in 2022 and 71 in 2023

> [n 2000, communicable
diseases accounted for nearly
62% of combined death rate

from India’s 10 leading causes,
while NCDs accounted for 34%.
By 2023, pattern reversed, with
NCDs accounting for 75% and
communicable diseases 16%

healthy life expectancy, causes
of death and disease burden
from 20000 2023. WHO said glo-
bal life expectancy recovered
close to pre-pandemic levels,
while healthy life expectancy
has recovered more slowly,

P Disease profile, P 14
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/”éhildhood: sold, silenced, stolen

In Maharashtra’s Marathwada region, child marriage persists as families grapple with I'ea.r; over

girls’ safery and so-called honour. Poverty and migration add to the problem, while predators,
weak institutions, and a marriage market deepen their valnerabilicy

cides between January |
and December 31, with
Beed being among the
worsl hit, as per govern-
meent data.

In the remaining six
miomths, Suman and Achy-
il etk ift their helds and
take up odd jobs in their
village. With an unsteady
income and an uncertain

utwre, Suman got all her

daughters married before
they turned 16, They have
all returned to her with
their children  following
marital disputes. Suman
and her husband have
been comvincing their son-
in-laws to reconcile with
thitir respective spowses.

Trapped into tradition
Kirti's mother, Chaya, has

been living with her pa- -

rents for a few months., Ev-
ery few months her hus-
band leaves her and she
retumns to her maternal
home, Siman refuses o
say why he beaves or why
the couple Aght. She s
waorried e will nod come
bk i he coanes to know
about the matier being dis-
cussed publicly, Kirti has
witnessed her mother suff-
er through domestic vio:
lence and it colours her
wlews on marriage: She i
reficent and refuses o
apeak 1o SIFANEETS,

o] i, S vl bipei brinl G lnw Bomn g 1 F A0 ik o lrhae

A farnily in Beed district, Maharashirs, where poeerty, migration,
arsd eowicenns over girks' safety contribute ta the persstence af child
marmiage. RECHESHYAM JADHK

Al the mention of
school, her eyes twinkle,
yet she doesn't speak
much. Circumstanees have
forced her to  mature
beyond her years and any
talk of marriage brings her

Chaya biames her moth-
er for “destroying” her life
by not allowing her o fin-
ish school. Yet, even as
Chaya complains, she ne
malns unsure whether she
can avoid repeating her
mothiers mistake and ena-
ke Kirtl mo study as she
wishes, Chaya, who i a
musther o three girls, o
cluding Kirt, works as a
dalby-wager  and  somne-
times foing her hosband as
i SUEETCHNE-CLIE,

Sumun does see child

marriage as a social evil,
but also explains how so-
clety is unsafe for girls.
"There are predators all
around.  As  dalby-wage
workers, we cannot take
our dalighters when we mi-
grate for months as they
are unsafe in a new place;
we cannot  beave  them
home, because they are
unsife alone,” she says.
For Achyut, the Eamily's
respect in sociely  rests
upon a singular, unyielding
pillar <difar (honowr) that is
Imextricably bound 0 a
girl's character, The girls
duracrer  is maeasured
sobely by the preservation
ol her virginky. He beliewves
ihat iF a girl elopses, & mol-
esbee, alsdueied, or raped,
I 15 an insaelt fo ghe fanmiky.

HE

The best solution, in his
view, is to marry the girl off
as sooa as possible so that
the responsibility shifis io
her huskrand,

The Bal Vivah Mukt Bha-
rat campalgn by the Go-
vernment of [ndia aims 19
reduce the prevalence of
child marriage by 10% by
205 and make India child-
marriage free by 20000
Maharashira has the high-
est number of child mar-
Fiage prevention officers at
21,196, a5 per EoverTamnent
data.

But Achyut has a diffe-
rent take on the issue,
“Everyome conddemmns child
marriage and talks abowt
ending this custom, but
what about the predators
who force parents into
marrying off their daughs-
ers early?™ he savs,

Prey for predators

Tarwashil Kamble, a child
rights activist based In
Bed, highlights that ad-
drezgsing these lssues ex-
poses a deeper systemic
crisis imvolving political in-
fluence in  meolestation,
rapee aned abeucrion.

i poings out thit pre-
dators backed by political
Influence frequently Gnget
vubnerable  minors i
pressure them i lhee, by
g groser parcos Lagely

o 1105 Bl P B S 1D iy GOUNNE L Sl Mavwbads Dcan gosha iy nupripe b rberinn ol i waden 1 90 e 1)

il o — - e e

rhess to speak out due

= 3 ¥ o severe Intimidation. In

Aher Dhanora village,
some four kilometres away
from Beed, a local youth
lured a 15-year-old girl
away from home and
raped her, Hee comtinued 1o
sexuially assaule her in the
following days. When she
registed, he hlackmailed
her, threatening 1o el the

 yillage thar she was no lon-

ger a virgin, When her pa-
rents came 1o know about
this, they planned to mar-
ry her off. The local youth
reruimed and demanded
they pay him.

Im Eal], about S0 kilo-
meires from Beed, another
family mustered the cowr-
age to seck justice for their
Li-year-old daughter who
was allegedly molested by
a local goon, Yet, her pa-
rents were subjected o
severe systemic apathy -
the father and the girl wers
forced to wait 27 hours in
the Eaij police station and
govermment health centre
simply o file a report and
obtain medical documen-
tation, say activists. They
add that although cases of
exploitation involving pol-
itically covnnected  men,
their associates, and local
Foons are widely disciigsed
across Beed, fear prevenis
many families from spegk.
e ot

Brides for sale

“A mapority of families
marry their daughters fior
security reasons, but many
parents exploit their own
daughters,”  =avs  Ashok
Tangade, chairperson of
the Beed District Child
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