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New escalators,

Yololidadlls

weliing a room, however,

streetlights and

Ayush hospite}J get NDMC nod

Vibha.Sharmaati dia.com ,+
atimesofin a.co/ O \/
New Delhi: New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) has approved a series of proposals to
improve publicinfrastructureand civic servi-
ces, including Rs18.2 crore for eliminating 700
‘dark spots’ on roads, a 50-bed Ayush Hospital
in Sarojini Nagar, and a computer-based ex-
amination centre in Moti Bagh.

The council has also cleared a 509 conces-
sion in parking charges for electric vehicles
(EVs)and approved a proposal todivide its 150
parkingfacilitiesintothree clusterstoexpedi-
te the appointment of concessionaires.

Thedecisions were taken Monday at its first
meeting of this financial year. Delhi minister
Parvesh Vermaadministered the oath of allegi-
ance to NDMC chairman Manoj Kumar Dwive-
di, who had assumed chargeon Aug 7.

Verma said, “Today's decisions will
strengthen civic infrastructure and improve
everyday services for residents. Our focus is

‘to make New Delhi cleaner, better managed
and more citizen-centric.”

NDMC vice-chairman Kuljeet Chahal said it
identified several locations with inadequate
lighting. Under the dark spot elimination pro-
ject, new octagonal streetlights will be instal-
led. “This will improve public safety,” he said.

To encourage the adoption of cleaner
transport, NDMC approved a 50% concession
in parking charges for electric vehicles at its
lots. The initiative is also in line with direc-
tions issued by CAQM.

NDMC has been operating parking facilities
throygty its own staff for more than two years, a
systtny'that has reportedly resulted in financial

-
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losses. It made several attempts to invite ten-
ders, but couldn't do so. “The proposed smart
parking system will help motorists locate avai-
lable parking spaces through navigation faciliti-
es, reduce time spent searching for parking and
improve parking management. It will be moni-
tored through its integrated command and cont-
rol centre. A proposal to revise parking charges
isalso under consideration,” said Chahal.

The council approved a one-time waiver
scheme for late payment surcharge on outstan-
ding water bills of Dhobi Ghat consumers. As of
April 2026, Rs 63.5 crore was outstanding in wa-
ter dues. It also okayed a simplified water tariff
structure for Dhobi Ghats by removing the earli-
erapplicable charge of 2.5times the water usage
rate. “These steps will provide people relief
from the burden of long-pending dues and make
the system more reasonable,” Verma said.

NDMC okayed a proposal to establish a 50-
bed Ayush Hospital and Research Centre in
Sarojini Nagar at an estimated Rs 55 crore
through a 50:50 partnership between it and
ministry of housingand urban affairs.

[t proposed setting up a modern computer-
based test centre in Moti Bagh. To be named Pa-
lika Adarsh Examination Centre, it will con-
duct computer-based exams for students and is
expected to generate revenue for the civic body.

The council also sanctioned Rs 6 crore for
replacing seven heavy-duty outdoor/ public
service escalators in Connaught Place.

Dwivedi said the council approved the
draft of NDMC's Solid Waste Management
Bye-Laws, 2026, apart from clearing proposals
for the construction, operation and mainte-
nance of bus queueshelters,
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Joining h

s in ways few

ater connects U  Rivers do

tain several communities, a1 rain i,
today becomes tomorrow’s drinkin i
irrigation source, groundwater or rive .
Thus, securing water for (;Julfl tl’;rlture ge
tions is a shared responsioLULy.
It is in this spirit that India will welcome
mmunity to the 9th India

the global water €0 €
International Water Week, organised by the

ministry of Jal Shakti on September 22-2?.
20265'1:1:1[-1{1ew Delhi. The theme, Climate Resil-
ient Water Management, is particularly rele-
vant at a time when the climate crisis is mak-
ing the water cycle increasingly unpredif:m-
ble. India International Water Week is a
platform where governments, experts,
industry, communities, and international
partners build partnerships for the future. It
also seeks to further the spirit and
lessons from the recent Departmen-
tal Summit on Water, an idea

ands for water
¢ warming r1s€s

with the conviction that public

licy is strongest when people m::; Err:m
being beneficiaries to becoming ?v wlsise
e gpaeh gmdes l?l.ltﬂvcﬁ such as
servation efforts. Tbrqugh_ letlath O e
g o Bhau%l g?:?e?tlifre ii' to make

in campaign, 0 !
Er‘:gr consl?ervg;ltion a people’s movemeg:‘:it

India’s experience also teaches II;Sa e
there is no single solution to water C 2
ges. Needs vary depending on geogra;:} Y,
urbanisation, and commpmty needs, am t?:sg
other factors. This diversity makes our sta i
and UTs a rich reservoir -uf gxpener-me
groundwater recharge, irrigation efﬁaeng:
community management of drinking-wa e
systems and wastewater reuse. When ]su )
experiences are shared, successful loc
solutions can travel far beyond the places

began.

wr;;;siutl;gons.g atIndia lntemational_ Water
Week will span river-basin and
aquifer management, wastewater
reuse, water-use efficiency, fore-

casting, early-warning systems and

Bhagidari,

mooted by Prime Minister Naren- :
dra Modi, where India’s states enmonmentalﬂows: it
and UTs came together to deliberate Better data, modelling and digi d
on the sector’s challenges, share CR systems can help us understan

experiences, and identify the Patil

way forward.
India brings to this dialogue
extensive experience of implement-
ing water and sanitation programmes at
scale. The Jal Jeevan Mission has brought
tap water to more than 15.9 crore rural
households, from 3.23 crore households in
2019. Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 is centered on
transforming water-supply infrastructure
into dependable public service delivery sys-
tems. Gram Panchayats and its Village Water
& Sanitation Committees (VWSCs) are being
empowered as local micro utilities for oper-
ating, maintaining and monitoring rural
water services. Jal Seva Aankalan, a Gram
Panchayat-led digital drinking water service
functionality assessment, marks a decisive
shift from infrastructure creation to sus-
tained service delivery, placing Gram Pan-
chayats and village institutions through Jan
Bhagidari at the centre of assessing the regu-
larity, adequacy, quality and sustainability of
drinking water supply in Har Ghar Jal villa-
ges. Through the Namami Gange Pro-
gramme, India seeks to rejuvenate the river
Ganga and its tributaries by combining sew-
age infrastructure and pollution abatement
with ecological restoration, biodiversity con-
servation and people’s participation.

Under Swachh Bharat Mission-Grameen,
more than 12 crore toilets have been con-
structed in rural areas. The second phase of
this mission has also focused upon solid and
liquid waste management. Across these pro-
grammes runs a common thread — Jan

how water availability is changing, g
anticipate risks and improve effi-
ciency. But technology delivers its
greatest value when it enables bet-
ter decisions by governments, local institu-
tions and communities. This is why the par-
ticipation of practitioners, start-ups and
young people is especially important. Under ¥
JIM's institutional reform, the Sujalarn Bha-
rat digital public infrastructure ecosystem is
leveraging data and technology to improve ¥
planning, source sustainability, performance
monitoring and citizen-centric governance.

Public investment will remain fundamen- u
tal, but climate-resilient water infrastructure
will increasingly require innovative financ-
ing, responsible private participation and y
partnerships that mobilise resources while
keeping public purpose at its core,

.As t.he climate crisis brings more uncer-
tain rainfall, intense precipitation, prolonged "
dry periods, floods and groundwater stress
resilience will require source sustainability'
better science and forecasting, adaptivé
infrastructure, sound institutions and
informed communities, Thig is the larger
purpose of India International Water Wegelc
to bring leadership, science, impleme
tion, technolo, oL o

] gy, finance, and Public partici-
pation to a common table, The climate crisj
may make the water cycle more unce:n:a.i:1s
Our Tesponse cannot be uncertain. It 5
collective, scientific, i i ISR e

» SCIEndlic, inclusive ang Sustained,

CR Patil is Union minister of Jq| Shakri
The views expressed are personall
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Parental demand, education markets and

the spread of ideologies

I.::::::%:J:n:iﬁldm" through everyday interactions in the education market, with p
A0 oritarian preferences to be expressed as consumer demands. with schools ac

Rebecca Rose Varghese

Arora-Kukreja Ritika, ‘Hindutva

Means: The Educational Market ?né) :;:':r
Politics of Demand’, Economic and
Political Weekly, Vol 61 Issue No. 34
August 22, 2026 ’

ecently, an advertisement for a

jewellery brand featuring a

Bollywood actress during

Raksha Bandhan was taken
down by the brand following public
outrage over her attire, which some
considered insufficiently modest for a
traditional festival. While there were
debates over whether her dressing should
be Judged in such a manner, the brand
eventually took down the advertisement
and apologised to a section of the public,
responding to pressure from a
majorltarian opinion.

In another incident, a Muslim [PS
officer In Bengal was transferred afier
Hindutva groups eriticised her for using
an Islamic greeting on social media. While
the government and Its nationalist
ideologies may have their own role in
such incidents, public pressure in this
case was an important factor that resulied
In her immediate transfer.

In both these cases, the institution or
management responded to the
majoritarian or dominant public view.

When we think about how ideologies
spread and become embedded in
everyday life, we often assume that the
state apparatus plays the primary role,
using lts Institutions and various forms of
authorlty to promote particular ideas.
What we often overlook, however, is the
Influence of the majoritarian public itsell.

Public pressure, consumer cholces,
socal expectations and everyday
interactions can also become important
channels through which an Ideology Is
reproduced and normalised.

One of the best locations to examine

the spread of political and religious

(deolugies \s schools,
shows how the mould
can become a central aspect ©
ideological reproduction.

because history
Ing of younyg minds

studies have shown how state
apparatuses have often been used to
promote particular political and .sucial
{deologies through education. Hindutva is
one such right-wing political ideology of
Hindu nationalism that seeks to define

India’s cultural and national identity

through Hindu values and heritage and
influence public policy, which the state
has promoted through schools in India.
The Bharatiya Janata party (BJP)-led
governments, both during the 1998-2004
period and from 2014 to date, have used
the state's power over curriculum and
regulation to advance a part_lcular vision
of Indian nationhood. This literature has
produced 4 robust analytical vocabulary
to think of saffronisation as a product of 2
state-led project: the deliberate use of
state institutional capacity to reshape the
content and culture around educaton in
away that resonates with the Hindu
majoritarian conception of the nation.
But is this the only way Hindutva
enters schools? Are there no other

rs? )
plaalehile the state may have 2 direct role
in shaping government schools, what
about spaces where its hold is le?ss thadm:ct.
particularly private urban schoo t
often present themselves a5 modern,
cosmopolitan and removed

Growing Influence: in 1he educal
management responds to and ncorporates

Jum and syllabus, its role in
directly influencing and promoting
ideologoes had its limits.

The state was then repliced by market
demands., especially those of the
dominant middle and upper middle
lasses, Parental preferences started

odence over the state
shaped decisions made by

| ideological concerns?
Think of the first two examp
| context of such schools This is what
author Ritika Arora-Kukreja does in her

article Is particularty relevant as it
examines other factors that !

Hindutva is increasing!y
hrough cveryaday inic
yn market, not just
lickes or Hindutva
de of education has

rlooked by both the
ketisation and the

el | comterngsnry
f parents do not approve
ment of a Muslim tea
that they may promote
not admitted. Or if the

y ol parents are Vege

(h interviews and focus

h households with ch, which inevitably

from other religions and
Schools succumb to the
demands of the domi
sidelining minorities, fearing the
| repercussions of not doing so.

April and September

| Delhi-NCR between

(s as actors pushing for

| Hindutva ideologies © spread in Indian

Strong competition be
combined with the majoril

on to market dt_a
model of education
was such that the state

rions. But after the 1991

“Hindu customer”, whose
demands have to be
ent. Highlighting Hin
holidays for them,
dmirting students from
certain religious groups, an
| tobandlehijabfmmsdwo
examples. The author calls this
‘hvper—accoumabiﬁg:y' .

between the state

especially schools,
| with privatisation.

d her study, private-school
rimary and middle

Jevels increased from
2014-15 to over 46% in 2!
state did not disappe:
continued to sprea

depend on parent sa

context, schools are focused on satisfying

will have a smaller

arents playing a role in shaping school decisions: marketisation
commodating them while sidelining minority concerns

economic impact on schools.

Here, it is the Hindu customer who is
being satisfied. Instead of being seen just
as a religious identity, they artain the
identity of a powerful.customer in the
education market, whose demands
cannot be ignored.

Their economic power, combined with
the growing political legitimacy of Hindu
nationalism, ensures that schools meet
their demands while trying to present
them as reasonable. For instance, instead
of citing religious reasons, schools use
hygiene to justify banning non-vegetarian
food and security to justify banning the
hijab, while the same concerns are not
applied 1o visual symbaols of other
religious groups.

political demands as choices

One of the ways in which such demands
are justified and seen as rational or
reasonable is through what the author
calls the “depoliticisation of choices™. The
demands or preferences of parents are
seen as individual, private consumer
choices rather than politically coloured
ones. Marketisation literature often
presents this in simple terms: the parent
has a demand, and the market responds
toit.

It therefore becomes important to
understand how these preferences are
formed. The author explains how citizens
4re influenced on a daily basis by ideas of
Hindu nationalism through news media,
social media, neighbourhoods and other
forms of political socialisation. Their
choices about education therefore also
reflect these political and cultural ideas.

The market does not necessarily create
these preferences. [nstead, it provides a
system where such preferences can be
expressed as legitimate consumer
demands and accommodated by schools
that depend on satisfying their

consumers. The author explains that the
education market does not only

reproduce class inequalites. In
Irvediss, 16 st salmes provrviale

an institutional space for

" religious-nationalist preferences lo enter

and shape education.

Challenging the ideology spread
Challenging the spread of Hindutva or
other religious ideologies in schools is
important because education shapes
young and impressionable minds and can
influence how they understand religion
and society. To do so, it is necessary to
understand how such ideologies enter
educational spaces.

Existing saffronisation literature has
mainly focused on the role of the state
and political organisations. The author
draws attention Lo another channel,
which she calls “bottom-up Hindutva”.
Unlike state-led Hindutva, which spreads
from state institutions and political
organisations into society, “bottom-up
Hindutva” describes a process in which
preferences and demands from society
shape institutions. In the education
market, parents express their
preferences, which school management

nds to and incorporates into their
decisions. The paper is therefore
important because it highlights other
ways in which religious ideologies can
spread, which need to be closely
examined t0 understand and challenge
their influence in education.
(Rebecca Rose Varghese isa freelance
Jjournalist) -

Please send in your answers to
dallyguiz@themndu,co.in
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FOR DECADES, India's diplomatic tieswith
Nepal during natural calamities followed a
well-known script. When cloudbursts, land-
slides, or flash floods devastated the Hima-
layan nation, New Delhi acted as a friendly
“first responder”. However, after the recent
catastrophic flash floods, Nepal’sleadership
has moved away from a paradigm of ad-hoc
relief to a framework of climate justice and
financial liability. Kathmandu hasappealed
to the UN-backed Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage while callingondeveloped
countries to deliver compensationand con-
cessional climate finance, and pressing re-
gional neighbours, including China and
India, for cooperation on preparedness, data
sharing and resilience. It has clarified that it
is not seeking damages from any single
country, but the expectation placed on its
neighboursis unmistakable. Prime Minister
Balendra Shah will take this case to the UN
General Assembly on September 24.
Thisshift presents India witha dilemma.
As aleading voice ofthe Global South, India
has historically argued thatthe Global North
bears sole responsibility for funding climate
loss and damage. Yet, as a rising regional
power whose emissions footprint and infra-
structure investments are tied to

Nepal’s climate call

/\/CU

~ isatest for India

asters. Consider the UN Green Climate
Fund’s (GCF) track record. A $499 million
projectdesigned to protect vulnerable Nepa-
lese communities from glacial lake outburst
floods sat in the GCF pipeline for over seven
years. By the time bureaucratic approvals
cleared, thewaters had already broken. Simi-
larly, while the UN Loss and Damage Fund
was created to address irreparable climate
impacts, its capital reserves remain adropin
the ocean compared to actual costs. Nepal
faces a reconstruction bill of nearly 10 per
centofits GDP. Downstreamn and mountain
nations are applying the Common But Dif-
ferentiated Responsibilities principlelocally,
pointing out that adjacent, high-emitting
economic engines share an immediate
physical footprint in their backyard.

For New Delhi, this isan uncomfortable
precedent. India’s per capita emissions re-
main low, its historical contributions to glo-
bal warming are minimal compared to the
West, and it isitselfa climate change victim.
Accepting direct “liability” or paying ex-
plicit “climate damages” could expose
India to similar claims from other coun-
tries, while weakening its leverage against
the Global North. Rejecting Kathmandu's
appeals, however, carries a geo-
political cost.China issteppingup

ILESiaTEnmr;olfnsggi%}l; :: ggl% I,ndi? Can construct r.egional its climate z_md green outrea.ch
support alone. New Delhi must institutions that deliverthe  acrossthe Himalayas. An evasive
evolve from a donor during crises substance ofloss and damage response could turn Nepal’s
intoa co-underwriter of regional funding without getting gicl)i?:,; 53’;3; 1:1;);:111 I.ndla and give
Chncl}allzebn:lsglﬁale finance mech- bogged down in faul't-based India must transcend the false
anisms are unsuited for fast-mov- compensation terminology gzglgg?‘?:ﬁr;;;? uﬁﬂ ;ﬁﬁg

ing, compounding ecological dis-

dominant middle power, India can construct
regional institutions that deliver the sub-
stance of loss and damage funding without
gettingbogged downin fault-based compen-
sation terminology. Working through frame-
works like the New Development Bank, the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, BIM-
STEC, ora Third Pole Compact, Indiashould
champion a South Asian Resilience and In-
surance Facility. Operating asa rapid-payout
insurance pool, it would release funds upon
satellite detection of threshold climate
triggers, bypassing diplomatic wrangling.
This ensures predictable finances forboth
Nepalese reconstructionand annualIndian
disaster allocations.

India must make joint projects resilience-
first, directing part of infrastructure fundsto
an adaptation fund for climate-prooflocal
works, safer slopes and mountain liveli-
hoods. India’s space capabilities should be
leveraged to create a real-time, Open-access
earlywarningsystem forthe Himalayanbelt.
Co-owning GLOF monitoringdataand lake
volume tracking with Nepalese agencies
transformstactical intelligence intoashared
regional security asset.

In this new phase of climate geopolitics,
countries like India and Chinastand ata pi-
votal crossroads. By pioneering localised
Joss and damage mechanisms, co-under-
writing regional resilience, and institution-
alising transboundary safety, New Delhi

can demonstrate a new paradigm of
middle-power leadership.

The writer is professor,
Schaol of Public Policy, IIT Dethi



