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T MASET reraling pamibher in Indiat
Temls hosere o afe 120 vean of RIT rade
rras 2 he the mumbher of hospltals il
Ramsetpmnan ook o of el Rl sest O
mrd I ey be LAS por cend. Tl was gom
erament heealth cxpenditure as & share of
G M- 2 ingaiee the L5 ey orml Tt
e B T Matioes) Health Policy 2017
Imctis s expanced abmosd every visible
memerr o heal s Medacal culleges and
st b erstiplied. The footyeng of ATIMS
s exnanded. Avushrman Bharat has be-
come ane of the world's lamges publicly
funded healih insumnes programmes. Yel
the Lt vepon (ff the Parfiarmendary Stand-
img Coemmirtee on Health and Family Wel-
tare firicts 3 vstern il ragaling with basic
cxpacty. affonishiley and regulation
Consder medical oducstion. The
e oof mrecical colbeges has risen Lo B8
and undergraduste medical seats have
reactesd LIFETL an extraordifiary expan:
mes Bt Lrachia's probiler wan. nevet simply
e bt of doctors [ was where they
PR wte can afond theen ad whiehes
tiee e hus Uhe cnirastfucture 1O ese
them  The Commities Tids

sgecinbn chorLages @t nurl oo But India’s

sttty teealth contres. of roughly

with private and PPP modeds plaving an im
portant robe. When mesdical seats beoome
vahuable crammercial assets, the integriry il

qustion: Who regulates the pegiLatos !

The same 1efsion runs though health-
care more broadly, The Committes, Citme
e WSSO BOCh pra e (0ES), S0 ORe than
40 pes cent of hospitalisations and around
PO et ool of ottpagient care are serviced bry
the privale seclon. AVETage hospitali=tion

s appmdrmatehy R el in gov-
ernmett hospitals sgainst R S0L504 in pri-
wale hospitals. The state does not have to
charge a patient Rs M100010 i o Hs
mﬂmw.ﬁmﬂhmlnhﬂlum&
a readisghc puiblbc atteriative.

This fs where the healtheare architec
fure takes another turm: Financtal protec-
tion through insurnce. Ayushnian Bha-
ral has helped millions of families abitaln
hospdtal care they might olherwise have
been unshle (o affond. Bul Lnseranee can
pay e bill witheut contralling is price. I
prealment costs Be 3 lakh and insurancoe
prays Ks 5 lakh. the putient may b -

pectiedd from imimecdiate fiancial
rubn. But the healthcare system

WS MEVET o ol consuemest Ba 5 Lakh 1

w8 poer et There are 17.758 iim;ﬂ‘}'ﬂh‘mﬂnh:lﬂmﬂm Fkces cOREie Fsargg. sorebocy
sl e BUCETILPES. S0 Ll It was where Uhey praclise, eventually pays — government,
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P ————— the infrastructure wuse them  remain outsade compeehereve

crsty & (Taip corranentuial weclon,

pancial profection. Oul-of pocket

Our healthcare boom hides
a public-system deficit

; pe althauigeh I s Callem cubstan:
piaally. il accounted fos ok per cent of iotal
health expenditune in X22-24

As healthcane becommes. [more experive
and the public systerm Bulsto e e With
dermand, private capital enters o fll ihe i@
Nlamet trandaciions vl ing Busineaers
g as Manipal Health Enderprses. ZARF

KIMS, Raintow (Chlcren's Hos
Fﬂ:’l-l-l-l-'l.j sprvrral dliogmsostic chualns ilisarate
L growing appetsc jivr Muai hoaure Aty
:mm-m;urq:nu.wdtn-nmmmmﬂ
cosnysol kgt opportunities and e shairy
prs banild scalabbe chalns, Capital s oot 0
herently bad for healthoare, Indis nevla
eI st rrent. The quuestion W hut
that irvestment prdses. Does il cnale o
pacity in under-served districes? Does it
e reatmend cheaper ! Do i srergdhen
primary care? (¢ does 1§ soquine existing
P, ovresa e markcts aned pussie
Chve et proodlsabde segrmengs of healt howee !
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a Uitien-Cenimed |Hlealth System fof Il
arpeLies fioor & serongger publichy Iiraaror) aml

puiblichy provided ety systern s Uhe oury
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‘More Women Join Workforce In
Delhi, But Gender Gap Persists

Rate Climbs Sharply From Post-Pandemic Low To Highest Level In7 Years

Etimesafindiacam

Tearw Ihl,hl The tlicn of
WO in Dwlhg's [abog
has jumped sharpgy uuﬁﬁ
AFs, with female labagy force
:ﬂﬂ]ﬂlﬂtMn rate ]
ong those 1%¢
rislng fromn lﬁftxﬂu ittt
4% In MR- i 4 50 in ArE)-
S—1he highess in sover yoars
The fgures are part of
Delhis Siato Indicsiar Framm-
ework Statns Ko por 3o,
The city's LFPR stood at
1L2% 1A 29718 apd rose g
1LT% In 30818 before begin.
aing tedecline It fell 1o 128%
Ay 200820, 10,9 % in 2020-21 nnad
9.4% In 20022, the lowesd le.
vel in thee seven-vear series,
The turrarownd Degan in
2022-23, when the rate rose Lo
1LE%, followsd by & sharp in-
crense b 4.5 in 2023-24.
Despite dhe improvement in
wommnen'sparticipation inthola.
boae miariet, tho reloiively Jow
lovol of feenale partclpation
shows that p significant gender
Rappecsists in thecaplial.
Acoording to the report,
Dalthi's real per capita inco
megrowth acealarated fojust
oveEr 7% In 2025-36, from nears
1w 4.5% Lin b e iais year.
The figares show that the
capltal's annual growth in
Het State Domastic Produdt
(HSOFper capitaat constang

e e e
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[ 11.2%

prices has Ouchiaied consk-
derably ower the past decada.
WNEDF iz the value of poods
and services produced in a
slabe after deducting the loss
tn walye of Nxad assats such
a5 buildings, machinery ve-
hledes mrsd el prment.

For example, if Delhl pro-
duces podds and secvices
warth Bs 10dakh crors [na ye
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i} After the Covid blip, women's participation in
labour force has picked up

Female Labowr Force Parlicipation Rate — LFPA — 4 the
percentage of wormen aged 1559 in Delhi who are sither working
o actioely looking for work and available for work in Defi
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ar, s GSOF would be Ks 10
lakh coare Il machinery, ba
iidings, wehicles and ather
Maad adsels wsed o peoduce
these gonds and services lais
Rs 1 lakh croere in valee thros
ugh wear and tear or depreci:
atiom, this amount is dedue.
led from GSDP and aceos
dingly Delhi’s NSTDF would
than besyme Fed lakh crone
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DELHI WOMEN'S WORKF ﬂFlEEFAHTIE]PA‘IIﬂH MAP

I 3 How women's

participation compares
with men

For eyery 100 mien, then wene
B women in the labour-force
in 2324
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Delhi's real per capita
NSDP grew by 3.1% in 2M5-16
bl $lovwed $teadily tod. T in
HHE-1T. 0.5 % In 2007-18, 1A% iA
20LB-19 and jusl L1% in 2085
0. The sharpsst contractban
ciume im 208021, when |1 fell
12.4%, which reflected the
economic disrupthon eased
oy Coviid- 1% pandemic

Theeconomy sulissguent.

. .

Iy slaped o sirong recovery
Teal per capita NSDP growth
rose (o 5.0% En 209122 and
6.4% in 2022-3. Growth acce-
berabed ko 7.9% in 20224, he-
fore moderating 1o 44% in
B35 abd reoovering io fust
WeT T% In 226,

T latest flare means Del-
hi's real per capitn MSDP
growth has omoe again crossesd
ihe T% annual goowdh berch
mark cied In e TN Susial
nnbie Developmans (oal targed.

Howewer, the figures also
show the differenoe BECwean
gl‘l.ﬂ'ﬂ‘]:l reasred a8 LOmSLant
abi curvent pricas Al curmant
prices. Delhi's per capia
MEDP grew 7.9% In Mi5-08
comparsd with TA% 1n 20E4-25

Lxronwth at constant prices
15 used 1o show the Inoresss
in eponombe owtplit after e
moving the efec] of price
changes, while current-price
growth also reflects changes
b prices, including inflation.

According 1o the sdvandss
estbmate of Delhi gost. Dalhi‘s
pir capits inooms b expected
o touch Ba 5.3 Lakh b 202555,
up from B 4.4 [akh in 02425
Deethi's peer capita income isne-
arly 2.5 times the all-lndis per
mpia ineomeof K521 lakh.

The 202525 fhpares are an
advance stimaie and could
undergo revisicns as more
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SC len_s on stem cell therapy for autism

I.Fl:tlnhlnm
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WEW DELHLE The Supreme Court
has sought & detanled acoount of
clircal tmials for stem cell thes-
apy for Autiem Spectrum Disor-
der (ASD), askang the Centre to
disciose whether any applica-
tions for such mials have been
recefved since its January judg-
men: and what sieps have been
taken 10 move patients already
undergoing the controversial
reatment into 2 regulated
research framework.

A bench of justices JB Pardi-
walz and B Mahadevan also
directed the Centre 1o place
before it details of all approved
or proposed clinical trials for
stem cell therapy for ASD, the
msttutions imeobeed and their
c=pacty. if any, 1o acoommiodate
patenis who were already
receving the therapy when the
mmﬁetmn-dmpdpmnlnn

!.;

THE GOVT HAS NOT
LISTED AUTISM AS
ONE OF THE
CONDITIONS FOR
STUDY ON STEM
CELL THERAPY

The order assumes signifi-
canoe as the cowrt had in J;
ruled that stem cell therapy for
ASD cannof be offered as a rou-
tine clinical service or commer-
cial treatment and must be
undertaken only within an
approvisd amd mionitored clinical
trial or research setting.

As per the ministry of health
and family welfare, stem cell
therapy is not approved as rou-
tine treatment and it is only per-
mitted for research purposes in
certain conditions listed by the
ministry, with autism not being
orve of them, In an order issued in
March, the Indian Council of

@ 00 o

Medical Research (ICMR) said.
“Stem cell therapies im routine
practice shall be permitted only
for disease conditions specified
in the list of MHoFW approved
indications as standard care._.
Other than the approved indica-
tions, stem cell therapy is per-
missible only in the context of
research,”

The United States' Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) has
also approved stem cell therapy
only for blood stem transplanta-
tion that is meant to treat blood
cancers, and certain bloed and
immune system disorders. For
all other conditions, it is experi-
miemital,

The court said the govern-
meni had yet te clearly place on
record how such patients were
proposed 1o be reguksted or tran-
sitioned into an appropriately
approved research or clinical-
trial framework. It therefore
directed the Union government
1o disclose in it compliance affi-

200 <

dawit whether any app!ﬁ:nt!nn
had been made to the competent
regulatory authority for approval |
or permission to conduct
research or a clinical trial imeohe
ing stem cell therapy for ASD. If
50, the Centre has been asked [u
give the number of applications,

dates of receipt, names of appli-
cant institutions and the present

status of each.

The scrutiny does not stop
with the government. The court
has directed the Parents Forum
for Stem Cells in Autism and
Cerebral Palsy, the institutions
and clinics administering the
therapy, and parents, guardians
or caregivers of patients to place
on recerd whether they too have
taken steps since the January
Judgment to bring the ongoing
treatment within the framework
of a duly approved and regulated
clindeal trial.

The bench has Hsted the mat-
ter for further hearing on Sep-

tember 29, W
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