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Now called PMOS,
condition affecting I
in 8 women is being

recognised as a wider
metabolic disorder
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aronlargsd avarles are normal during
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ing to eaich undeclying metabolic
nreakdown ” she says. Besldes, facial
hair (hirsutism) or rregular cycles
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appear Waiting for thess signs delays
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cycles Combining tallored medical
proaneals with Lifestyle modifications,
physical activity scoring, and stress
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Mental health and nutrition
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VIT Chennai, The Hindu to
hold conclave on the future
of biotechnology on Sept. 11

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

As. biotechnology moves
increasingly from the labo-
ratory into everyday life,
transforming healthcare,
diagnostics, pharmaceuti-
cals, and sustainability, the
need to understand its pos-
sibilities and implications
has never been greater.

Bringing together some
of the country’s leading
voices in science, research,
healthcare, and industry,
The Hindu and the Vellore
Institute of Technology
(VIT), Chennai will present
the Biotech Conclave 2026
in Chennai on September
11 (Friday).

The day-long conclave
will be inaugurated by CII-
president designate Suchi-
tra Ella, co-founder and
managing director of Bha-
rat Biotech, who will deliv-
er the inaugural address,
and presided over by G.
Viswanathan, founder and
chancellor, VIT.

VIT
CHENNAI

BIGTECH
CONCLAVE S

THEs@sHINDU

Higher secondary stu-
dents, undergraduates, re-
searchers, and biotechnol-
ogy aspirants will have an
opportunity to engage
with experts and gain in-

_sights into emerging tech-

nologies, research path-
ways, cATeers, and
challenges confronting the
sector. The programine
brings together a diverse
group of eminent ‘scien-
tists, researchers, health-
care leaders and policy-
makers, ingluding
Professor K. VijayRagha-
van, Vasan Sambandamur-
thy, Vinod Scaria, Gana-
pathy, Maneesh Paul,
Kalpana Gowrishankar,
Mayur *Abhaya, and Ajay

Mahipal, among others.

The sessions will exa-
mine the role of technolo-
gy in accelerating biotech-
nology research, the
possibilities offered by
gene editing and precision
medicine, India’s emer-
gence as a global biophar-
ma hub, and the country’s
research and innovation
ecosystem.

“For The Hindu, this
conclave is an opportunity
to bring meaningful, acces-
sible and forward-looking
conversations on science
to young audiences..we
hope to deepen public en-
gagement with biotechnol-
ogy and inspire informed
curiosity about the field’s
role in India’s future,” Sun-
dar Kondur, chief revenue
officer, The Hindu Group,
said.

To watch
the event,
scan the QR
code or visit
newsth.live/ :
VITBTCLS
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ostmemory: delineating the impact of

trauma on the generation-after

Coined by American philosnpher Marianne Hirsch. postmemory describes the relationship of the stbsequent generation o the tmumstic

experiences of the previous genesaton, which they did
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NCPCR summ

ons Meta MD today

‘over child sexual abuse material

Sejal Sharma

letters @ hindustantimes.com

National Commission for Protee- -

tion of Child Rights (NCPCR), has
summeoned managing director of
Meta India Arun Srinivas to
appear before it on September 9 as

- partof its enquiry into Instagram

hosting advertisements related to

child sexual abuse material:

(CSAM) on the platform.

The hearing — prompted by a
EBC Ewe investigation that
detected the ads earlier this year —
will be led by NCPCR chairperson

| Valeti Premchand at the body's

office in New Delhi on Wednesday,
according to people aware of the

of 2 orAl coun under the Code of

c Ol Procedure, 1908, thus giving it

DISCUSSIONS ON
ALGORITHMS AND
OTHER TECHNICAL
ASPECTS ARE
EXPECTED TO BE
CENTRALTO

THE HEARING

powers to summon people.

A representative from the min-
istry of electronics and informa-
tion technology (MeitY) is also
expected at the hearing, people
aware of the matter told HT, as dis-
cussions on algorithms and other
technical aspects are expected to
be central to the i ;

According to the BBC report,
Instagram displayed advertise-

ments conmining phrases such as
‘rape video™ and “child video™ that

directed users to Telegram chan-
nels allegedly selling child sexual
abuse material. The report said
that after it flagged one such
advertisement to Instagram, the
platform initially responded that
the ad did not violate its commu-
nity standards. Following the
BEC's findings, Meta removed sev-
eral advertisements, disabled mul-
tiple accounts and blocked URLs
found to be in violation of its poli-
cies, the report said. .

In the lead up to Wednesday's
summons, the NCPCR had first

taken cognisance of the matter” |

after MeitY summoned Meta on
July 3 and issued a notice to it on
July 4, directing the company to
immediately disable all
advertisernents and content that

allegedly promote or facilitaire
access o CSAM.

A
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Meta In

dia officials

summoned over
child abuse ads

Ambika.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: National Com-
mission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) has
summoned Meta India’s
managing director and co-
untry head toappear before
it on Wednesday over ad-
vertisements allegedly lin-
ked to child sexual exploi-
tation and abuse material
(CSEAM)on Instagram.

NCPCR commission
took suo motu cognisance
of aBBC Evereportand is-
sued a notice to Meta Plat-
forms Inc on July 3, see-
king an explanation and
documents. Metareplieda
week later, following
which the NCPCR institu-
ted a formal inguiry to es-
tablish the facts.

Commission officials re-
mained tight-lipped about
Meta's response. However,
they said the inquiry would
examine Meta India’s role in
the appearance of the adver-
tisements, how they cleared
Instagram's systems and
why thesituation arose.

Thescrutiny would con-
sider the stringent provi-
sions relating to such mate-
i rialunderthe Protectionof
: Children from Sexual Of
. fences Act, they added.

NCPCR officials
said the probe
would examine
Meta India’s role
in the appearance
of advertisements,
how they cleared
Instagram’s
systems, and why
the situation arose
Last week, NHRC issu-

ed notices to the ministry
of electronics and infor-

mation technology and =

ministry of information :
and broadcasting as part :
of its serutiny of alleged :
CS5AM on Instagram. An
NHRC member Priyank :
Kanoongo, whose bench :
issued the notices Sept 2,

said the inquiry was no

longer only identifying
who uploaded the content,
“It also examines the ex-
tent to which the plat- :
form’'s own editorial and
publishing systems parti. :
cipate in the generation,
selection, circulation,
amplificatlon or moneti-
sation of content,” he sa-
Ild. The cdmpany denied
knowingly targeting such
advertisements at pag ple,

Queries to Meta did not
elicit aresponse, g
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Can one

TOI (G AL

IV drip lower bad

cholesterol permanently?

Experimental VERVE-1(2
gene-editing drug reduces
LDI cholesterol by 62%

Seirupa RayEtimesofindia.com

n the @arly X0xs, a breakthrough study
distnvared some peopls are born with a
gene mutation thit keeps their bad clhe
kesterro (LIOLAChom the lower side all their
A lves. After stating, it was another water-
abuesd mdwmaent e preventive cardiology eading
te drugs that mimicked the mistated pone's
LD Alowering offects. Now, 8 sbmgdedoss inire:
wemnies penit eliting thera oy callod VERVE-16
airms 1o silence that gene permreanemtly
Deesignied by U5 pharma company EL Lil-
Iy, the maximum doss was shown to lower
LILAC by up 0 2% imos phase 1 irial whose
réssults were published in Mew England Jour-
nal of Medicine. With phase 2 plannesd by
yeir-end, the US FIM has given a “Fust track’
ileslgnation e VERVE-102 for treating (hese
genedically prong to very hlgh chobeates) or
prematiere heart disense, st a lowding s
of dizath globally
“It's yesrs premaiure,” says senbor cardiol
agrlsl D Upondra Kaul, chairman of Batrs
Heosd Clogvtro fn Diellul, " Bus s exciting 1o think
thae yous dake an injection that silenoes your
genes " Or Dalhir Singh, groug chairman of
i sebereos ol Max Super Specialiny Hos
il Saket says Hs ol vet clear if a stnge diss
will prowide 1ifeblong protmction, bul “some be-
L this could eventually be like a vaccine
menlnst byt disease, preventing many s
fnlacks amd ciordiovisoular doaths”

The pene in question s FCSES, which pro
s 1 PO b che Jiver by Uhee samee mogme:
This protedn Miiches on to LDL pecoptors thi
sty Buesh out bod cholesterol, and stogs them
froan doding so. People with 2 mueed POSESY pepe
varni prodiwe (e fess anwsunts of. the progein
and henwee, e naturally protected.

PCsKEblock b antibod s such as Evolo
cuimab and Alimcumad jused for more thana
decaded have e strogeesd eviderns of safen
aned elfectiveness, savs candiologist Dr Adit
Singhwvi from Narvayvang Instime of Cardiag
Seietews, “They lower LDLAT by about 504600
and humve beoan shwm b L psuwdonmized trials
1o veduoy it attacks and strokes.” These are
Jabe v e every o o four weeks,

Anctbe drug ealled Dcdisb=e coppoosed in
A has o amal] imedering Ribonucleic Acid
EIRMAYmolecule turning off e PCSES gene
sigrnal that produees: the pratein 1 lowers LD,
Ty :thul.E:?Il"n :l.l'l.d.&m-dﬁ 1 be given every six

mniihes, By s
el wrreles ke st mgm ot kel

with,
drups” s sdds, VERYE-102 and hﬂul';ﬁh: 1
tarpet the PCSKS pathway quite i¥erenly,

explains Dr Samanjoy Mukherfee head of -
tem-”.t.m“.j cardidogy at Manipal Hospital,
_’/);elm Inclisiran cuts protedn production and

needs repeat dosing. VERVE-102 uses gene ed.
iting fo make a change o the gene isell

But there's reason far cawtion from e prg-
decessor VERVE-101. the first human attempt
to permanently edit the POSEY gene: “In one
participent, there was a significant rise in bver
enzymes alonmg with low platelet count, leading
tor 4 pase in that trial " recalls Dr Singhvi
Though VERYE-102 uses & delivery sytem da-
signed 1o Improve lver targeting, the aarier
trial shows why hong-term safety chicks are
cruelal heffore this rechnedoey is used aidely

A March review on PCSKR inhibiting ther-
apeutics published in Alberesclernsis joarnal

HOW VERVE-102 WORKS

B Single-dose I¥ drip

ghven aver 4 hours
B permanently switchos
off PCSKS pene [n liver

A g
cells o reduce L0 -C
s’ &f‘ W Use pld nanoparticie
WD

lechnodogy to

encapaulale BN
EGmpoReTls

B Has mRNA encoding

wiith i guide Eida, (gt}

leading it 1o PC5%3 gene

L@

Fy o W Caans acoess 1o lver
R\ cets via edther kow-dernity
b | lipogETiten recepton or
b "’{’ aslakoghycoprotein receptor
highlipihts thar while VEBEVE Iif! has o tarmet
ul:.ll:;lm.ll.'h. CORICEE s re i dabwous all-tar
el gerEsmdc intermctions, which iy bl o
uniniended eflocts™. e Singhvi agrses, sy
e, "Sinoe gene Lty can moke a bsting
chutige fo LA v nieeds to look aur frr un
intended changres to otler genes, ¢ffects on
liver ur immneE svstermn. and I'_|[|_||‘_|||;l|'|'|_|- 1lat
may onky become apparent years laer”
Could this breakthrough therapy stop the
need for daily stavins or other lipid-lowerng
drugs? “S1atins do for the heart whit penicilk
lin did for infertions and will remzin s
lipid drugs. Gene editing therapbes would be
niche things, not for evervone, ' says [r kalll
Dr Singh believes gene scliting mold s
form the way we reat chronic diseases. But Dr
Singhvi puts In a civeat: "The sermal benefits
have 10 be much higher when meating & fom-
mon disease, especially in people who may

oiherwise e for decadisg with
reabinenis * And naswar eherapiee W
=liminate he nsed for Lifesgyle ch
“Healthy diet, physical activity, weight man-

agement and aveiding smoking will sl be
non-negotiable,” savs D Mukherjee. /,é;
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