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Tetana Thacker

Mew Delhl: A petition has been -
lexd Deefiore the Supreme Court chal-
lengling the maner in which the go-
vernment-backed  human  papilie-
mivirug (HPV) vaccination pro-
gragmune isbeing implemented.

Alleging that it violates constine-
tional guarantees of informed con-
senit, bodily autononyy transparen-
o, and accountability, the public in-
teest Uitlgation {PIL) has sought su-
gpemiziony  of e echoolbased
companent of the HEY vaccinaton
peogramme until a legally compli-
ant informed comsent protoced is es-
tahlished.

The PIL, filed by the Universal He
alth Organisation, is likely to be he
ard this weck. “'Constitoticnal
rights and public health objectives
are complementary  rather than
ing that Indis's waccination pro-
prammes should beimplemented in
ammanner that presecves both indivi-
dual rights and public bust

‘The HEY veccine is a critical tool
in preventing cervical canoet one of
the leading canges of cancer daathe
among women in Indis. India affici-
ally laumched a free natiormeide hu-
man paapillomaErioes (HPY vaccina-
tion programme in Februery this
wesar to comibat cervical cancer far
geting 15-vear-obd giris.

The petition alleges that the pro-
gramime violates the constituticnal
rights of parents and minor child
e under Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitrtion as it hus een indrodi:
e without a lawfil formed-con-
st framework, without adeguate
discdosure of risks and svailable al-
ternatves, without a transparent
adversesavent reporting mechs-
nilsm and without any vaccine inju-
ry compensation scheme, i

The petition alsorefers to the Parli-
amentary  Standing Commities’s
Tend Feport of 2013, which exami-
ned alleged Fregularities in an ear-
e oo aeping fhatst
crmducted oy , AFELINE :
rmilar concerns regarding informed

st sl notb arise in the cor-

et rabioresids veooination drlve
agembmst P

tian

e e e ey e

PIL Challenges%entre’s
HPV Vaccination Drive

Petition questions constitutional validity of govt's programme
‘No Fake Abhayrab
Vaccine Exported’

Manufacturer reassures global health authorities after
seizure of counterfeit rabies vaccine batch in Delhi

Teena Thacker

New Delhi: Indian Immunclogi-
cals Lid eonifirmied thet no part of
the counterfeit Abhayrab rabjes
vaccine batch selbmed Tom a msi-
dential premises in Delxl wos ox.
ported, in a reassurance (o e
mational health suthorites that
had dued alerts over possibbedis:
tributiom of fake lotsal the widely
usad vaooine.

The confirmation come after the
Dedhi Police arrested four people
following the seirume of fale Ab-
hayrab vials carrying Batch o,
HE2502,

India's Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organisation sald the
drug reguilstary body and law en-
Faroernenl agerches weps maaintal-
ning strict and contimeus surve
illance against el manufacto-
ring, distribution and supply of
mishranded and spuricous drogs,

*The Crime Branch of the Delhi

Police has been undertaking oon-
tinuwous survelllance o identify
eriminal activities related 1o the
marmfacture and distribution of
misbrandad and sparious doigs.
The Central Dirugs Standard Cont:
rol Organisation works inclose co-
ordinatdon with the Delhi Police
and other enforeement agenches
whenever leads refating to sach
criminal acthvity emerge,” it said
imanotice

Through a communication da-

tew 1o examine epidemiotogicad ds-
ta, veccine safety, consenl practoes
andavailahlealternatives, theestab-
lishrment of & real-time pubilc AEF
(acdwerse events following irmmasrl-
sabictnh surseillance dashiooard, the
ratifcation ol & national vacoine -
Sy DT g el the
Porpwuleiion  of

ted August 27, the Drugs Contral-
ler Ganeral of India directed state
drugs condrollers foalert thedir in-
spectorate staff and maintsin
strict vig over the mave-
ment, distribution and availabli-
ty of the bakchof the vaccine

On Saturday the manufacturer
of Abhayrabsiated thateach hatch
of thevaocine wes releasod for sale
aonly after ndependent testing and
peiting hatch-release certification
froimn the ponser rmart s vaccinetes
arch Instibute, Kasaunll

“Varrines administered i hoe
spitals, clinkes and government
heabtheare faeilithes, or dispensed
fhrmigh lipensed phar mascies, the-
refire reach patients theough the
authorissd and regulated supply
chain, following the p
guality-comitrol and batch-release
procedures,” sl

It has alse beer confirmmed that
no part of the batch concerned
wird exported to any other court-
i the mobice said.

This k2 nof the first time AbTayrsh
hezs e barpeted by counberfeiters.
[n Janeiary 2085, a fake batch was
iderdified and removed framn e
market, irigaering alerts from he-
alth authortibes in the US, UK and
Augstralia for travellers who may
hawe received the vaceine bn Indis

The vaccine hikls a 0% marhat
shiare in Indiz, costs Rs 300-380 50
dose and has been supplied (o 43
countries.

vpeding sonsent frameaork gover-
ningreaccinationol minoes in fnidia,

Representatives of Universal He
alth Organisation sabd pablic trss
in iImmnlaation programmes e
nanced—ratler than dskninished:

—when Dansparency,  informed
ehodes oyl aeeovinbEEcy oo iJHn_-.J-___

ridmeel bn peililic Fealth palios
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“How rules operate differently
for foreign, Indian MBBS grads |

While foreign medical g;adyates must secure at least 50% in FMGE to qualify
for a licence to practise in India, NEET-PG qualifying cut-offs for Indian

graduates have been repeatedly lowered, reaching zero percentile in 2023

Remna Wagarsjani@timesofindacom

"1 "he Mational Beard of Examinaiion
{NBE) ruled out lowering pass per:
ceritape for foreign medical pradu-

ates (FMGs) saying “gualifying stand-

ards cannat be diluted". Howeser, when
it comees to NEET-PG, the first independ-
ent centralised exams that almest all

Indian medical graduates appear for the

qualifying cut-off has been sipnificantly

redacad every year in the past fve years,

In NEET PG, percentlle cutaoff |5
used, whereas to quallly in FMGE,
candidates have fo score S0%, The
initial cut-pf for NEET PG in aach of
these yaars has been 50th percentile for
the ganaral category which has bean
eqnivalent to roughly 2% marks, and
40th percentlle for reserved category
equivalent to about 30%, However, for
ke gake of Aling vacant seats, the cut-
afl percentile has boen reduced avery
yvoar It was dropped to zere percentile
in 2033 for all categories, which meant
that everyone who wrode the exam was
deemed gualified Inclading these with
nepative maries In 3084, it was drappad
to Gth percentile for all, but the squiva-
fent peTceniREe scomm canned be cale-
lated because the data an marks was
riod made publle that year If 50% marks
wiis the cut off for MEET PG, only about
25% of those who appearsd woald have
gualifled in the last five years.

The proposed single licensing-
cum-gntrance exam for post gradate
seats in India, which woald be oom-
mmon for FRGs and for Indian medical
graduaies, called National Exit Test or
NExT, has been postpomed indefinitely
MEET PG msults raise the question:
What share of Indian graduates would
be able to quALLLY in such an exam with
0% and not 50U percentile as the
guaalifying cuf off 7

NEE polnts out thal the differenoe
WEET PG is that one is for qualifying to
got a licenoe to practise while NEET PG
gxam is to rank Indian medical gradis-
ates, who have already passed nal year
MBEBS exams, for getting post-graduste
peats, Final vear MBBS exams ane held
in the medictl colleges where the s
dents have been taught and trained with
the fnherent valnerabilify of instine
tional bias to boost pasd percentages.

FMGE was introduced in 2002 by
the erstwhile Medical Counctl of In-
dla ostensibly to ensure that doctors
trained abroad meet the same stand:
ards as those trained in India. The 242
regulation Alse made it mandatory for

FMGs to complote one-vear intern-

i
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ship from an inatitution approved by
the MCL after clearing FMGE to get &
licence bo practisa

From Hlil' 2021, the Mutkoral Medi
cal Commission, which succesded the
MCT, hae mandared that g1l FMGs, after
passing the fnal yrar MBES axam n
whichever country hawe they trained
in, have to ohtain & licence to praciise
in that couniry before they appear fir
FMGE. While the criterta or an FMG
t get & Licance to practice in [ndia has
heen progressively tghtanad, the appo-
site has heen happening to medical sl
eation in India. The infrastracture and
faculty rarms, and the regulatory aver-
ghght for starting new madical oolleges
i India has been progressively rebamd
of diluted to help mpld expanakon of
MBRS seats, Between 20014 and 2035,

the number of medical colleges has
jumped from 367 to 810 and the number
of MEBS seats from owes 61300 t0 aboud
1.4 lakh with complaints piling up of
collepes being run without sdequste
faculty, infrastroctire oF patient Joad
Though every candidate appear
ing for NEET PG is supposed to have
patsed MEBS with minimum 40% in
each subject and 50% overall, candi
dates scoring single digit, zero oF even
negative marks in NEET PG puats a
question mark over the qualify al grad-
ustes being chirned out from medical
calleges in Indin. It also raises the ques-
tiom, can India heve diffsrent criberias
doable standnris ﬂn?ﬁ": ?ﬁf
and Hs own medical gro 5
the highly unsven standards of medl
cal edueatlon here,
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years, they realised
they had ADHD as adults

Adusiety, burnout, procrastination or emotlonal strugples? Experts
: expdaln why syrptoms are often missed in chibfhood, how ADHD
presents differently in adults and what can help
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What is postpartum psychosis, can it aﬂect cmnmal responsibility?

#inagha kaynlumar
Meew Dedhi, Sipvember 6
A CLOSELY wrtshuedd legald come Lo the 105,
Involving & maother kilking hes thiee
chilldren wes chisdased & mroserial kst wask
Lewryers defsnding 6 had
anpeet thar furdams shoadd fAnd her sot
m‘wmdm.dﬁ;imﬂl-
Hon kD0wT 48 pstparum perces for
Besracrises

Witk the jumrs unabie i reach a unacs-
s verdic, prossntoe coilil ek 1 e
THl WEEh & new e

What s the condithen®
“A moet basic desreiption of prvchosts
B bt scempeom 1 oot iy weith mea iy~
Swman | [atters-Frisdman, ferensic and e-
o it e pevtiar at Cio's (o Wess-
e Undvwersiry. 1ol The iadlan Prnrer.
Pospamesn

enpenense dekved, halludnations, brri-
tahle-ordepresed mosd ansl irsomnis, she
dded. lis symgannes can w5 and wane
quicky, but chie coscdition i pot symony-

e —————————

minus withvie s teradencies, 115 oo e
mains unciesr, b sk is higher among
peaple with hipalar disander, a previous
epteode of postpanum peyehods or other
peychosh, s o Sty Bistory of prvchone

wha e mnhl:r:mpulm.-nmum.mi

Clancy's sympeame reportedly bn-
cluded hafiucinatisns following the birh
of feer third child: S5e aleo physically
Farmed hersel ater the killings.

bt pevchosis does nol always mass
thal & person appears dsonanised =4, ket
nerEUnmmmwmmm
S’y i B2 A thesiy et of prychosis, In
&y peychotle disoider (spch as schizo.
hnimisd, Foresample, sormene coulkd sill
T heazimg vodoes and exparioncing de-
lusicsm, bat be able to plan behavicar,*

Hatimn-Frisdman sid.

She adided that in her researss and
forendiic experience. “altmistic™ and
"BCuCEsy ey holic™ mobives are che tva
I Commeoedy Essrid among mothersde-

Thiecasa Massarhuseres, whese the trial mok plige,
#Linetiny Clancys thr legad question & whether a deferilant
sccusedalatally i eriminadly responsihle under whad i
erer 'I!'I!lr|:l|.||'|:I':l:u:|:|'r:r|III TESpRH-
ﬁé"’:ﬁﬂ““"" sdsllity “hevond & ressonsbile doobe” rests
o ;;u""" with the prosscuzion. Tt must esiablish
irwaon, ehther that 5e defendam had s mental
Hightmani-oid disesseof disfect ot thetime of the cffience,
Calan—mtthe o et i wabwtaritial capacty oo appnas
bamiy'stomecn ate the wrongfiilness of their monduct ard
Jaruayd, 023 q:-d:lnnl tothie liew,
= Tha juslge in ber Poprhlacric expets e offes opinkors
e it wiwed o o wheter s delendadn Wis eproencing
AR i peyvthos based on evidence of their pas
Eaprmiter A alter Lindsay Clascy tried o harm berselfean. o behindiour, bt th e jury aicimansly deddes
T ol Pl it eximinal responsibiliy.
e clarsd legally insane The foemes Invobves A bk of criminal responsibility doss
Uranimies wardicl. a'beliefchat killing 15 in the chiifshest e Aok imply an ondinary scquittal and re-
The-court sil-row terests, while the fiter refers fo killings  baase. In Mlicssctosemy, o pesson fommd not
recarwene i the driven by prychosis without a cleariy ap- guily by nzason of manal ilness o delmt
wiwd of the mons pann v mary be ceclered soumdengn up o 4 dnnal
o rdesice whyl phsarvation and examination. The atate
R pyir el When ls it legally relevant? may then seeka commiomen: ondes.

A poerparmers Gagniesi doss faol anln- Hatiers-Friedmas sald chat 3 lack af
matically bmply thar & persom b legallybne  swarensssolthe condition by the legalsys-
same of oot crimdnadly responsible. n  cem asd che public als afffects such casss,
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Hospital in Nepal heals flood injured with &

a helping hand —

£ A
A A

DevansH  TasHI
MrrTaL TE}BG‘:'A.L

'EXPRESS INN NEPAL
Rasuwa (Nepal), Se‘p:emhfrﬁ

IN THE corridors of the light
yellow-coloured bullding sit
dozens of local residents, some
waiting for their monthly vac-
cine, one waiting to get a knee
injury looked at, another to get
the dentist's help with an ach-

ing ooth.
Welcome to Jibjibe Rural

| Sep

from Express readers

T —l

| say

S
C

E
The Jibjibe Rural Hospital in Nepal's Rasuwa district was among the healthcare facilities that received l i
critical medical equipment bought from donations to The Indian Express Citizens' Relief Fund inthe [
aftermath of the April 2015 earthquake, s 1066w |1

Hospital, situated on ahilitop  the devastating flash floods  mary medical centre generally |

in Rasuwa, a district in Nepal  thatswept through the region  acts as the first pitstop for |
on the border with Chinathat  late last month. nearby residents with everyday |
was among the hardest hitin This neighbourhood pri- sCONTINUEDOMPAGE2 |
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'jﬂns yoga and Ayu
' health diplo

Blmdua $hejsn Ferappadan

NMEW TELHI

Yoy and Avurveda have
mved bespnnd their raadi-
danal  wellijess ety
md_uc increasicgdy be
coming par of India's ghe-
bl healt and diplomati
Eralegy, with the Copgre
o expand their
foutprint throusgh midical
toirism, insernatonal edu
canion, practitioner modili-
Ty amd trade agrecimenis

The ghiff is TITHWJH];-
;ig:najh 1 IB':TI_r;:enr
plamacy. -
dia-Oman Comgirehemnsive
Econsamic Partnership
Agreement {CEPA), opera-
dpnalised i June 2005,
and the India-New Tealand
Fret  Trade 1= o]
(FTA} comtain  dedicsted
proviskeng om health-relac
e services and oradidonal
medicine. These nclude
measures o gase lcenszing,
develop standards and G
altate the mobility of Ay-

I

urvedh, Yoga and Nanuwo-
pathy,.  Lnani, Siddiba,
Sowa-Rigpa, and Homwg-
patty AYUSHY praciition.
ers &nil inscrucsors,

Mene
ﬁmbﬂ% Lindong
signad in Jansry
2005, gees further, allow:
ing AYUSH prsietiton ers s
iz thelr Tndian qualifica
mns im FLU  councries
where ni megulatory fra-
mrwark exises and provid
ing for AYUSH wellness
cenmes and clindes.

The agresments repre.
seml @ Altempd oo Crado
ferm AYUSH froms being a
culbaral export 1o 4 farmal-
ised health and services
Opporhmity.

The India-Oman CEPA
comains what the govern:
miemt describes a8 e fiest
comprebensive  comamii-
ment an tradicknal medi-
cine aereas &l modss of
sispply, while the Indis
New Zealad FTA bas a
dedicated “headth and ira-

FROER HIE ISREOTIEEE WDk,

The Contom bmusd 1045 £715H vasas to nahiorais Irom 15 ermyrdry
betwesn Jormosry 3004 a0 Fbviuary 1005

ditiosal medicine” annex

inciuding a dedicated wisa
dquota for AVIEH preci
taners. The gowernment
sakl the agresment would
an canng, pralning,
standands  development
and wallness servoes
However, e diplomat-

& push aso raisas gues-
Homs abour b Ear formal
recogmition and markes ac
cess will tramsdaie ineo e
il indernaiionad demand,
Expeerts poist 4o the
nesd for credible sian
dards, evidence, regula-
thin, practidoner quafey
and paibweni salery iFAVUSH
15 o esmabdish il in e
creasigly rensnied gobsl
healthoare markea
Semior officials in dhe WS-

| betn eorstioned B sl so0swith dnag addiction,

rveda become part of India’s global
macy, experts press for credible standards

rEsiry of ATUSH said ghe
AVUSH  wisa, owerseas
training and exchangs pro-
grammes were who haelp-
ing expand tho sactar.
“Foreqm msdical anrme
El poge from 1L43 lakh In
200 b .44 Laldch in 30040
a5 per e dara, Bangla-
ciesh, Megol, Sni Lanka, the
Einiped furab Emirases, ithe
United States, Genmam,
Foemmda, Malawria, Madritius
and  Saudl Amabia  are
AMy e important mar-
ks B AY1IISH and AR
vedy ireatment. The go-
vermment diss nid publish
a curtenl  consolidaed
colwdry-wise ranking of
AVUSH padencs.” he sid, .

Absence of data
Howmser, che Rgure ol 6.44
lakh refers o overall fo-
refgn miedical arrivals and
IW0E S ATUSH -
thantx, The absencs of con-
silidated dara inakes it @F
ficalt s sssess AYUSHS
achzl share of Indis's med-
isthvaithiecrave ] marke.

- T

The AYUSH wea, inim=
ducid b B0Z1, 15 anotker
campaneni af the soralgy.
Between Janiary 2007 a8
Deevesnbiir JHIS, o conad of
3,375 fyrvign matorals ma-
welled po Indea on AYTSH
wigss or EAYIEH vizas,
whibe ansseher 570 rnealled
an AYUEH attendant visas
or a-AYLISH amendant -

=

Earlies, the Ministry had
reparied that 1545 KSR
vizss had been isued
nationals of 75 soaniries

mg &5 arciher channel of
mdluence, Under the AY-
USH Pelloeship Scheme,
60 stadenis from 3 oo
tries wrTe siadying AY1LISH
I Elian insoruoians,

The MInBIFYS interna:
tanal - cpoperation  pro-
grammes  alsp  suppoo
traming, séminars, confe-
nlzrl-ﬂw and knoraledge ex-
change,  Ipseliling
and ediscation mm-a:?ﬂ

o
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