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Drug-resistant infections kill 
more, cost more: ICMR study Better Prevention, Responsible 
Antibiotic Use Critical: Doctors 
Malathy.yer@timesofindia,c a,con 

Mumbai: Drug-resistant bac 
terial infections are associa 
ted with significantly higher mortality and treatment costs than infections caused by drug-sensitive strains, an In 
dian Council of Medical Rese arch study involving 20 tertia rycare hospitals has found. 

Published in The Lancet 
Regional Health- Southeast 
Asia, the study analysed 1.6 lakh hospitalised patients 
between April 2022 and April 2025, incuding patients at Hinduja Hospital in Mahim. Of these, 26,213 had infections caused by four major Gram negative bacteria - E coli, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Aci 
netobacter baumannii and 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa. 

A worrying 61.1% of these infections were carbapenem 
resistant. Carbapenems we 
re, until few years ago, consi dered last-resort antibiotics 
for some of the most serious infections but are being used morefrequently these days. 

"Antimicrobial resistan 
ceis no longer a distant thre a itis already costing Indi an lives," said senior scien tist from ICMR, Dr Kamini Walia, an author of the stu dy. "Our study shows that carbapenem-resistant infec tions carry substantially 
higher mortality and treat ment costs," she said, adding that the answer is not simply more powerful antibiotics, 
but“better infection preven 
tion, timely diagnostics and responsible antibiotic use". 

The study compared mor tality amongpatients withre 
sistant and susceptible forms of the same bacteria. Morta lity was 31.2% among those with resistant K pneumoni ae, compared with 23.5% with susceptible infections. 
The corresponding figures 
were 24.4% versus 17.3% for E coli;37.9% versus 32.8% for A baumannii; and 28.9% ver sus 20.2% for Paeruginosa. Treatment was also more 
expensive for resistant infec 
tions. Antibiotic treatment 

TIMES NATION 

Antibiohcs 
HIDDEN THREAT 

IStock 

Costs were 1.1-2 times higher for resistant infections," said the study. The average cost for resistant E coli was $420 per patient, Compared with $211 for susceptible infections. 
For K pneumoniae, the costs were $587 and $505;for A bau mannii, $655 and$436; and for Paeruginosa, $702 and $510. 

Resistant infections were 
associated with longer hospi tal stays. Patients with resis tant E coli, for instance, stay ed an average 23.1 days, com pared with 17.8 days for those with susceptible infections. 

A LAKE LOST TO WEEDS 

Dr Rahul Pandit, critical care specialist at HN Reliance Hospital, said Mumbai hospi tals were seeing an increasing number of patients with car bapenem-resistant infections. 
"It takes longer to treat a 

patient with a drug-resistant infection. Developing a cultu re, identifying the organism and determiningits resistan 
ce pattern can take a few da ys, although molecular diag nostics can help us do thisfas 
ter," said Pandit, who was not associated with the study. 

Patients with drug-resis 
tantinfections may also requ 
ire combinations of antibio tics, he said, thereby increa sing the cost of treatment. With home-care services in 
creasingly available, some 
patients who do not require prolonged hospitalisation 
can receive injectable anti biotics at home under nur sing supervision, he added. 

Theresearchers, however, 
cautioned the study was con ducted in tertiary hospitals, where critically ill and refer redpatients aremore likely to be treated, and therefore the findings should not be inter preted as indicators of indivi dual hospital performance. 

The findings wnderline 
the need for stronger antimi crobial-resistance surveil lance, infection-control mea 
Sures, antimicrobial ste 
wardship and timely access to effective drugs, they added. 
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Family of US. citizen held on terror charges 
seeks diplomatic help Over hiş poor health' 
Vijaita Singh 
NEW DELHI 

The farnily of a U.S. citizen, 
who was arrested by the 
National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) along with 
six Ukrainians on charges 
of illegally crossing into 
Myanmar from Mizoram to 
train armed ethnic groups 
in weapons handling and 
drone warfare, has said 
that U.S. Ambassador to In 
dia Sergio Gor has raised 
the issue with Foreign Se 
cretary Vikram Misri and 
U.S. Secretary of State Mar 
co Rubio, when the latter 
was on a visit to Delhi in 
May. 

The family of Mathhew 
Van Dyke, who was de 
tained at the Kolkata air 
port on March 11 and later 

Dyke's advocate says he is in a 
high-security ward in Tihar and 
his judicial custody has been 
extended till September &. 

arrested by the NIA, has re 
newed calls for urgent di 

intervention plomatic 
amid Concerns over his 

and health prison 
conditions. 

The External Affairs Mí 
nistry is yet to respond to 
the issue. 

Sons of Liberty Interna 
tional, the NGO founded 
by Mr. Van Dyke, said that 
the accused reportedly be 
gan a liquids-only hunger 
strike on May 6, which he 
attempted to end on Junę 
18. 

"A humanitarian food 
applicatíon was approved 
July 21. Matthew Van Dyke 
has yet to receive approved 
mosquito nets, and kettle. 
Matthew is reportedly eat 
ing only oatmeal as other 
purchased foods are not 
provided to hím," it added. 

The family said Mr. Van 
Dyke was transferred from 
the NIA headquarters to Ti 
har Jail in Delhí on April 6 
"despite suffering from an 

injured leg, declining eye 
sight, and without access 

his prescribed 
medication." 
to 

It said that his mother, 
Sharon Van Dyke, who is 
over 80, was only allowed 
a five-minute emergency 
call with him months ago. 
Advocates Rohit Dandri 

yal and Rohit Gour applied 
to the Delhi Court for Mr. 
Van Dyke's medical treat 
ment at a private hospital 
and establishment of prop 
er communication with his 
family in the U.S. 

"However, the Delhi 
Court denied both applica 
tion requests on June 1 al 
leging foreign government 

the communlcatlons," 
statement added. 

Mr. Gour said that Mr. 
Van Dyke is lodged in a 

high-securíty ward in Tihar 
and his judicial custody 
has been extended till Sep 
tember 8. "The NIA İs yet 
to file a chargesheet and 
the specific allegations 
against Van Dyke are not 
clear" he said. 

Mr. Van Dyke, along 
with six Ukrainians, has 
been charged under Sec 
tion 18 of the Unlawful Ac 
tivities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA). Earller, the NIA 
had told the court that they 
had entered Indla on tou 
rist visas and later travelled 
to Mizoram allegedly with 
out obtalning the required 
Protected Area Permit, 
crossed the border to 
Myanmar, and were alleg 
edly planning to traln anti 
India ethnic armed groups 
there. 
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MUTUAL FUN DS 

Preeti.Kulkarnl@tlmesofindla.com 

r hlness during pregnancy: 
Will your insurance cover it? 

iven that pregnancy lasts 
around nine months, a woman may regquire treatmentforunre 
lated ailments during this peri od. However, determining 

whether an illness requiringhospitalisation 
is pregnancy-related - and therefore 
whether it can be covered under a regular 
health insurance policy can be a grey 
area, often leading to disputes. 

Take, for instance, the case of Varsha 
Kapoor (name changed) who had to undergo 
treatment for a gastrointestinalinfection dur 
ing her pregnancy "She was also diagnosed 
with severe hyperemesis gravidarum (nau 
sea, vomiting associated with pregnancy) 
concurrently which led the insurer to reject 
the hospitalisation claim citing exclusion of 
pregnancy-related complications under her 
policy which wasa regular health insurance 
plan without maternity coverage," says 
Mayank Gosar, chief executive officer, 
Softcon Capital, a Mumbai-based advisory firm, who handled her case. 

Complex Call 
Insurers generally do not cover complica 
tions arising directly from an excluded dis 
ease or treatment. 

"Such situations raise complex ques 
tions that have no easy answers. At the in 
surance company's end, the calls on wheth 
er such claims are admissible are taken by 
expert panels of doctors who are specialists 
in their respective fields," says industry 
veteran Nilesh Sathe, former member, 
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI). 

"If the primary condition orprocedure is 
explicitly excluded firom the policy, any com 
plications, side effects, or treatments that can 
be traced to that condition will also be de 
nied," says Shilpa Arora, co-founder and 
chief operating officer, Insurance Samadhan. 

So, if a health policy does not have a ma 
ternity cover, a claim for an ailment during 
pregnancy will depend on whether the in surer links it to the pregnancy 
Medical Paper Trail Key 
Therefore, the decision on the claim will 
largely depend on how robust the treatment 
case papers and hospitalisation records are, 
and whether they clearly establish the nature and cause of the illness. 
"If the treatment is genuinely for a separate 

and unrelated medical condition, there is a 
possibility of coverage. The hospital docu 
mentation and the treating doctor's diagnosis 
become extremely important in establishing 
that the condition being treated is independ 
ent and unrelated to the excluded ailment," 
pointsout Gosar The diagnosis, treatment ra 
tionale, investigation reports and discharge 

|summary must clearly establish the medical 
factsand support the claims being made. 

EXPERT ADVICE 

"A strong letter from your treating physi 

Pregnant? How to avoid claim rejection for 
unrelated illnesses 
The grey area 
• Pregnancy excluded unless policy 
comes with maternity cover 
•Related complications also 
typically not covered 
• But, even non-pregnancy-linked 
ailments can face scrutiny 
Foolproof medical records 

• Check if the diagnosis is clearly 
recorded 
•Records should establish ailment was not pregnancy-related 
•Review discharge summaries 
carefully 
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• Correct errors, if any, before leaving 
the hoşpital 

• Preserve all reports, 
prescriptions and test results 
If your claim is still rejected.. 
• Understand the insurer's rationale for 
rejection 
• Obtain your doctor's.note 
confirming unrelated illness 

• File a written appeal with the insurer 
•Escalate the matter to the 
insurer's grievance officer 
• Lodge a complaint via IRDAl's Bima 
Bharosa portal 
• lIf not satisfied, approach the 
insurance ombudsman 
Consumer court can be last resort 

cian is the key to getting such claims ap 
proved. Ask the doctor to write a letter ex 
plaining exactly why the treatment or 
medication is necessary Ensure the letter di 
rectly addresses the insurer's reason for de 
nial, if applicable. The letter should state the 
medical timeline to prove the condition arose 
separately from any exclusions, " says Arora. If the claim is denied despite all efforts, 
you can write to the company's grievance re dressal officer, followed by an escalation 
through IRDAI (Bima Bharosa portal). 

You can also approach the insurance om 
budsman for further redress if your com 
plaint hits a wall. Finally, if all other ave 
nues fail, you can knoċk on the doors of the 
Consumer courts. 



Times Special 
Fewer children, 
fewer schools, 
but that's not 
the whole story 

The fall is overwhelming 
in govt sehools 

in 2025.W choolh 
urtier, Govt sche 
fr NS2-9 of the net 
decline - while priate 
unaided schools 
icNse by 15,461 

GOVT-AIDED 

79K -5,362 

But the big shift is away 
from prinmary-only schools 

Primary-only schools - those limited to 
classes 1-5- fell by l.l lakh. At the same 
time, schools combining primary with 
higher tlasses increased, suggesting that 
consolidation and changes in school 
structure are part of the story 
NO. OF SCHOOLS 

IN 2025-26 

PRIMARY-ONLY (CLASSES 1-5): 

72 lakh 

SCHOOLS cOMBINING PRIMARY 

5.0 lakh 
AND HIGNER GRADES (1-& 1-10, 1-12): 

12.3 lakh 

CHANGE FROM 
2018-19 

-1l lakh 

halt 

ALL SCHOOLS OFFERING PRIMARY GRADES: 

78,089 

Yet demography alone 
cannot explain where 
school numbers fell most 

-26,000 

Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Praoes 
alone accoun h decline in.. 

radesh 

rimary-only schools. Yet, both still had 
above-replacement fertility even in 2024 

TOTAL 
FRTIUTY 
RATE (2020) 

Assam stands out among 
states that recently hit 
below-replacement fertility 

15,461 

Assam's TFR fell from 22 in 2018 to 1.9 in 2024. while its primary-only school count 
fell by 8,918. Haryana saw a much smaller 
decline: Gujarat moved the other way, adding L.019 schools 

In already low-fertility 
states, the decline is broad-based 
Acrss the 13 states and UTs with below reglacemert fertility in both. 
2024. primataroest decline, at 
6J2: 0e the smaltest, at 103 

PRIVATE UNAIDED, RECoGNISED 

Bihar 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
(ALL MANAGEMENT) 

PER SCHOOL 

NO, OF STUDENTS 
(AGED 6-11 YEARS) 

Uttar Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Rajasthan 

Indla's 6-11 population fel from 15.2 crore In 2018 to 14.3 croro 
In 2025, a decline of about 69%. The number of schools offerlng 
primary classes fell much less - by bout 2% 

Chhattisgarh 

Assam 
Haryana 
Gujarat 

Meanwhile, there are 92 lakh fewer 
children of primary-school age 

Uttarakhand 
Odisha 

qoVT SCHOoLS 
IN 2025-26 

34 lakh 

KAmataba 

Y-AGE 

Telangana 

10.1 lakh 

STATES WITH TER HIGHER THAN THE 
REPLACEMENT LEVEL (2.1) IN 2018 AND 2024 

Hlmacha Pradesh 

Andhra Pradesh 

Purjab 

Jammu ar 
Maharasthtra 

Kerala 

Vest Bergal 

u And Kashmit 

018 

3.2 

29 

25 

24 

25 

22 
22 
21 

2018-19 

8.3 lakh 

15.2cr 

122 

TFR 
02 

India's school networkis shrlnklng alongslde Its child 
populatlon. A closer look at 
UDİSE and populatlon data 
hows WiCand the declne 
Is concentrated 
how numbers t quantlty vs quallty 
Atul Thakur oxplores 

26 
29 3,606 

Jharkhand 

STATES AT OR ABOVE REPLACEMENT FERTILITY IN 2018 AND BELOW IT IN 2024 

22 

24 27871 

23 2361 

19 

STATES WITH TFR LOWER THAN 
REPLACEMENT LEVEL IN 2018 AND 2024 

2 L370 

19 

23.033 

4,24 

333 
1/-LO19 

11 

Indla has long had an unusually 
dense network of schools 

11L840 

ETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DEW 
ESDAY, SEPTEADER\, 2026 

6,722 

L100 

4,069 

420 

CHANGE ROM 2018-19 
-78,502 

M 

A 023 NITI Aag ieport oed tlạt ina had Wre thme 
as 

te arre etsudoent It aso fMagged 
yhed soL. det viled primary shoo 

otting today's fas) sdoo (ot lna nider cntat 

oTHERS 

440K -15,915 

scheol rationalisation may be carried out to 
reorganise under-enrolled, single-teacher, mult arade and non-tunctonal shools, while ensuring 

-het} Aayo regat, 2026 safe access for all karners 
Peraps the move toMNds tese, karger and better. tourced scheols has already begun TIe nunbers clearty 
establish the ewer. Wheher hey are aso beconing better 
is something this data canot yet tell us 

2025-26 

72 lakh 

14.3cr 

177 

Schools closed 

When School Means 
Bualoes, Buckets 
Folloning up on a status 

Ralasthan. TOI vsits other 
states to assess the state of 
gont schools. For the ground 
report, tutn to P15 
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SIR draft roll out; 47.56 lakh names deleted 
Kejriwal takes a swipe at EC over exclusions; AAP chief must submit proof instead of levelling allegations: Delhi BJP president; Cong. claims denial of info on unmapped voters; 33 lakh voters to be served notices over missing details, anomalies; CEO to be final authority on appeals against deletions 
Suruchi Kumari 
NEW DELHI 

he names of 47.56 
lakh (32.78%) vo 
ters in Delhi were 

removed from the draft 
electoral roll published on 
Monday. The deletion of 
names, carried out during 
the 49-day enumeration 
phase of the ongoing spe 
cial intensive revision (SIR) 
drive, is based on forms 
that were not returned, 
said poll officials. 

War, of words 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
national convener Arvind 
Kejriwal took a swipe at 
the Election Commission 
(EC) over the deletion of 
names. 

In apost on X, he wrOte: 
"The names of 47 lakh vo 
ters are missing. The Go 
vernment of India is unne 
cessarily worried about 
the population. Through 
SIR, the Election Commis 
sion will reduce our coun 
try's population from 140 
crore to 50 crore." 

Delhi Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) chief Harsh 
Malhotra said, "If Kejriwal 
believes that any genuine 
and eligible voter has been 
left out despite submitting 

One in three out 
The exclusion rate for men in the national capital is 5.38 percentage points higher than that for women 

ELECTORAL ROLL AS ON JUNE 16: 

1,45,10,299 
Voters in draft roll: 97.53.577 (67.22%) 

GENDER-WISE INCLUSION RATE 

MEN 
49,88,993 

(64.79%) 

WOMEN 
47,64,137 

(70%) 
EXCLUSION CATEGORIES: Shifted, absent, 
others: 43,32,775 (91.10%) Deceased: 2,82,412 
(5.93%} Duplicate: 1,41,535 (2.97%) 

DEADLINES: September 30: Claims and objections 
October 29: Disposal of claims and objections 
November 4: Publication of final electoral roll 

the form, he should pre 
sent such cases before the 
EC. instead of levelling 
allegations." 

Meanwhile, the Con 
gress's Delhi unit alleged 
that despite repeated re 
quests, Chief Electoral Of 
ficer (CEO) Ashok Kumar's 
office has refused to share 
data on unmapped elec 
tors and those identified 
under 'absent', 'shifted', 
'dead', 'duplicate' and 
'others' categories. 

THIRD GENDER 
447 

(43.65%) 

Of the 97.53 lakh voters 

in the draft roll, over 33 
lakh will receive notices 
because their forms could 
not be mapped to previous 
SIR or because they were 
flagged for various anoma 
lies, including multiple 
children linked to the 
sarme parent; an age gap of 
under 15 years between 
parent and child; mis 
matched names between 
rolls; and differences in 
Surnanmes. 

A Booth Level Officer tallying enumeration 
forms in New Delhi. sHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

The highest number of 
notices is set to be issued 

City 

Source: Delhi Chief Electoral Oficer 

to voters in the North East 
district (3 lakh), which in 
cludes the constituencies 
of Karawal Nagar, Mustafa 
bad, Gokalpur, and Babar 
pur, as per data accessed 
by The Hindu. 

BLOs to serve notices 
A senior official said that 
from the date of the is 
suance of the notice, 
which will carry details 
such as the reason, time 
and location of the hear 
ing, the voter will have se 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

ven days to reply and seek 
an extension. The notices will be deli vered by Booth Level Offic 
ers (BLOS) while hearings 
will be conducted by Elec 
toral Registration Oficers 
(EROS) or Assistant Electo 

SGral Registration Officers. 

Appearance for hearing 
The BLOSs will go house to 
house to serve notices, the 
official said, adding that it 
is not mandatory for an 
elector to physically ap 
pear for the hearing. 

"The notices will carry a 
QR code where voters can 
upload the document or 
send it through the BLO," 
the official said. 

Appeal process 
In cases where a person 
does not appear for a hear 
ing, fails to provide any of 
the 11 prescribed docu 
ments or if their eligibility 
is in doubt, the ERO will is 
sue an order removing the 
name and specifying the 
reasons for it. 
Those whose names 

have been removed can ap 
proach the District Election 
Officer (the first appellate 
authority), followed by the 
CEO (the second and final 
appellate authority). 

Records difter 
on category of 
Inames left out 
Suruchi Kumari8800 
Aroon Deep 
NEW DELHÍ 
Among the documents pu 
blished by the Delhi Chief 
Electoral Officer's (CEO) of 
fice on Monday, two - the 
minutes of a meeting bet 
ween Booth Level Officers 
and booth-level agents, 
and a media statement 
placed voters whose 
names had been left out of 
the draft roll into five cate 
gories: 'absent', 'shifted', 
dead', 'duplicate' and 
'others'. A third document, 
also containing details of 
the voters left out, howev 
er, did not contain the ̒ oth 
ers' category. 

The mismatch is signifi 
cant because the CEO's of 
fice had earlier identified 
'others' as electors who did 
not submit their enumera 
tion forms (EFs) and were 
marked as 'EF refused'. 
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SIR narows genier gap 
as voter roll shrinks328%; 
Saloni Bhatia 
saloni.bhatia @hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Special Inten 
sÌve Revision (SIR) of Delhi's 
electoral rolls has reduced the 
gender gap among voters even as 
nearty 4.76 milion names were 
excluded from the draft rolls, 
with men accounting for 57.2% 
of the deletions and women 
42.8%, according to data 
released on Monday by the office 
of the Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), Delhi. 

Of the 4.756,722 electors not 
included in the draft roll, 2.72 
milion were men and 2.03 mil 
lion were women, a statement by 
the Delhi CEO said. In effect, the 
mále electorate is now 35% 
Smaller, while the female elect 
orate is down by 29.9% as com 
pared with the rolls used before 
the SIR. 
The exercise has consequently 

narrowed the gender gap from 
912,990 voters to 224,856. The draft roll has 4,988,993 male 
electors, or 51.2% of the elector 

ate, and4,764,137 female elect ors, or 48.8%. There are also 447 
third-gender electors. 
Before the SIR, Delhi had 

7,71,132 male voters, or 53.1% of the electorate, and 6,798,142 
female voters, or 46.9%, besides 
1,024 thírd-gender electors. 

Overall, the draft roll contains 
9,753,577 electors -- a 32.8% 
decline from the 14,510,299 
names on.the rolls as of June 20. 
The CEO's office said 9.75 mil 

lion enumeration forms were 
collected by booth-level officers 
(BLOS) during the enumeration 
exercise between June 30 and 
August 17, covering 67.22% of the electorate. The remaining 4.76 
million electors were not 
included in the draft roll. 

Of those excluded, 4.33 mil 
lion were categorised as perma 
nently shifted, absent or "oth 
ers", while 282,412 were identi 
fied as deceased and 141,535 as 
ciuplicates or Voters enrolled at 
nultiple locations. According to the CEO's offlce, 

What you need to do 
STEP 1: Check your name in 
the draft rolls 
Visit the Delhi election commission website: 
https://www.ceodelhi.gov.in/ 
OPTION 1 
Search electoral rolls 
A. EPIC number 
Details to be filled: Fill 
your state (GNCTD of Delhi) 
and EPIC number 
B.By details 
Details to be filled: Name, 
relative's name on voter ID, 
date of birth, age, gender, 
and assembly constituency 
CMobile number 
Details to be filled: Your 
registered mobile number 
RESULT: It should 
generate a page with 
registration 'details of 
voter' in the draft roll 
with printable option 

OPTION 2 
Search pdf 
of published 
electoral 
rolls 

the "absent, shifted or others" 
category includes voters who 
had enrolled in another state or 
Union territory, could not be located during field verification, 
did not submit their enumera 
tion forms by August 17, or were 
unwilling to register as electors 
for various reasons. 
The exercise resulted in a 

decline in electoral entries 
across all 70 Assembly constitu encies, with reductions ranging 
from 16.5% to 47.8%. 

Claims, objections open 
till Sept 30 
The CEO's office stressed that 
exclusion from the draft roll does not mean a genuine voter 
has lost the right to be enrolled. 

Details to be 
filled: State; 
district, 
assembly constituency and 
language 

RESULT: 
PDF of the 
voter list of 
the booth will 
be generated. You can search 
your name in 
the roll 

Electors who could not sub mit their enumeration forms 
during the Juncluslon dur 30-August 17 
windoW can Sng the claims and objections 
period, which opened on Mon 

STEP 2:) Next steps 
IF YOUR NAME APPEARS 
No further steps are required 

IF YOUR NAME DOES NOT APPEAR 

rolls 

A. Contact your local BLO 
Voters whose names are missing can file claims 
for inclusion between August 31 and 
September 30, with the final electoral roll 
scheduled to be published on November 4 

B. Submit form 6 
Applicants will have to submit Form 6 for inclusion of name in the electoral roll, along with the prescribed Declaration form and supporting 
documents. 
C. Submit form 
Applicants will have to submit Form 8 for shifting 
of residence within or outside constituency by 
existing elector, application for correction in particulars. 
**ECI will send notices to people with discrepancy in 
names, particulars and other details 

day and will continue until Sep 
tember 30. They can file Form6 
along with the prescribed decla 
ration. 
The process will also allow voters to correct their particu 

lars and enable citizens and political parties to challenge 
wrongful inclusions. Form 7 can be used to raise objections or 
seek deletion, while Form 8 is 
meant for shifting residence and correcting electoral particulars. 
The SIR was conducted 

through 13,033 BLOs across an 
equal number of polling stations 
in Delhi. The final electoral roll is scheduled to be published on 
November 4. 

Meanwhile, the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) criticised what its leaders described as the "large 
scale deletion of voters" from the 
draft roll. AAP chief Arvind Kęj riwal sald on X that 4.7 million 

were mlsslng fromn the namesuestioned the exer 

cise. "Out of 1.5 crore voters, the 
names of 47 lakh voters are 
missing. The government of 
India is unnecessarily worried 
about the population. Through 
SIR, the Election Commission 
will reduce our country's popu 
lation from 140 crore to 50 
Crore," he wrote on X. HT reached out to the ofice of 
Delhi CEO, for a comment on 

Kejriwal's allegation, but did not 
receivea response. 

"22 

Harsh Malhotra, Delhi Bhar 
atiya Janata Party (BJP) chief, hit 
out at Kejriwal saying the former Delhi CM is complaining about 
the deletions because the names 
"many of his supporters who 
were registered as voters at two 
or three plạces have been removed". "If Kejriwal belleves 
that any genuine and eligible 
voter has been left out despite 
submitting the form, he should present such cases before ECI," Malhotra sutd. 
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