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‘Qualifying standards cannot be
- diluted’: Govt on screening test

for foreign medical graduates -

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, August 26

UNDERLINING THAT the For-
eign Medical Graduates (FMG)
exam is a screening test for for-
eign-trained medical studentsto
practice in India and not an en-
trance examination, officials of
the National Board of Education
in Medical Sciences that con-
ducts the biannual test have said
that qualifying standards for the
test cannot be diluted.
MNBEMS's statement comes
the high-difficulty level of the
test, lack of transparency, and

*Foreign Medical Graduate Exam
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percentage is low, the official
said, the pass percentage among

used to argue that an entire
examination cohort was sub-

test centre infrastructure,
among others. Respondingto  first timers — those who are  jected toanunfair paper,” the of-
thedoctors, whohavebeenpro-  more likely to have thoroughly  ficial said.
testing for seven days now, prepared for the test — was They added that the three-
NBEMS officials said, nograce  higher. The attempt-wise data  member expert panel, headed
marks will be given to students shows that the pass percentage by Air Marshal {Dr.) Pawan Ka-
who gave the test in June, with amongfirst-timecandidateswas ~ poor (Retd.), examining the
those who actually prepared 35.74% as compared to 21.45% matter did not recommend any
passing the examination. amongsecond-time candidates,  grace marks, “finding no ma-
*The minimum qualifying and 3.20% among those who  terlal evidence that the video-
grandard exists because doctors haveappeared over fivetimes.  based questions or overall diffi-
must be competent to handle The official added that the  culty hadaffected the outcome”,
mﬂaﬂyﬁfe—ﬂmtmﬂngsim- pass rate among first-timers was The expert panel has pro-
ations such as myocardial infarc- higher at 47.53% in the De- posed to conduct three testsin '
tion (heartattack), stroke, sepsis, ~ cember 3025 test, against 5.58%  ayearinstead oftwoat present.
complicated pregnancies, and among candidates with more  This will give Indian students
paediatric emergencies,”said  than five attempts. “These fig- who have completed their |
the official. ures underline why theoverall  medical graduation abroad |
Eventhoughtheoverallpass  passpercentage alonecannotbe  more attempis. /
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How Al can help

target protein that
contributes to
pancreatic cancer

A Chariraseichar
Renpalarn, Augua 25
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on 10 infant deaths at
Bengal govt. hospital

Shiv Sahay 5
KOLKATA

The death of 10 infants at
Malda Medical College and
Hospital in West Bengal on
August 12 has sparked con-
cern, with the West Bengal
Health Department seek-
ing a report on the deaths.

West Bengal Health Mi-
nister Sharadwat Mukher-
jee confirmed the develop-
ment, and said hospital
authorities had been asked
to submit a report.

“The infant mortality
rate has increased in Mal-
da. We have asked for a re-
port. We have asked for de-
tails on why it happened,
what caused it,” Dr. Muk-
herjee said.

The Health Minister said
the hospital is infested
with rodents.

Prosenjit Bar, superin-

tendent of Malda Medic:'sl
College and Hospital, said
that of the 10 infants who
died in a single day, eight
were born elsewhere and
referred to the hospital,
while two were born inside
the hospital. “There are
several reasons for deaths
like low birth rate, asphyx-
ia, jaundice and heart re-
lated diseases. We have
sent a primary report o
the Health Department.
The Health Minister has
sought a report which we
will send,” he said.
According to  State
Health Department sourc-
es, of the 60 infants who
died in the hospital in Au-
gust , 44 were born at diffe-
rent health facilities and
referred to the hospital.
The remaining 16 children
died after delivery at th
hospital. :
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(Health minister peﬂ denﬂuc 9

cases at

Vibha Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Ambiguity continues
over the number of dengue cases
reported in the city this vear. Whi-
le health minister Pankaj Kumar
Singh has claimed that around
2,200 cases have been reported so
far, Municipal Corporation of
Delhi's (MCD) latest vector-borne
disease report puts the figure at
272 till Aug 22, including 26 fresh
cases last week.

Explaining the difference, o se-
nior MCD official said the civic bo-
dv was considering only confirmed
cases after verification by s teams,
including visits to the addresses
provided. “Many laboratories are
also filing thelr reports on the govt
portal even when the cause of fever
is not verified. We are, on the other
hand, following a protocol and sub-
mitting detalls of verified patients

to Mational Centre for Vector Borne
Dizeases Contral,” the ofleial snid,
Mational Vector Borte Disease
Control Prograonme shows 2317 ci-
ses in the city till Apcil o,

TOI contacted health minister
Singh regarding the discrepancy,
bt did not recetve any responise.

ALSL the numberafl dengie ci
wos reported in Aug so faris the se-
cond highest after April. when 52
eases woere recorded, The MCD -
port also listed 173 coses with in-
correct addresses, 35 cases where
patients were not found at the
mentioned addresses and 90 in-
stances where the infection wos
acquired outside Delhi. But even
if all cases wre added, the total
number as per MCD will be 570,

Of the 26 firosh cases, 31 won
from MCD areas, while one cach
wiis reported from the New Delhi
Municipal Counetl, Delhi Canton-

2,200, MCD reports 272

mwent Beognd and Novthern Badlway
areas, Last year, Delhi vecordaed Gl
dengue casos U1 iz polat of the
veaty while A eases were teportsd
chuiug the s poriod ek

The BMCD veport stated tha
Dyl bad veeorded 95 madarin en
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frosh cnses lagt weok, Thoe elty e
ported 181 malarin eases b Mes
and 177 o 20,

Prelhnd Dues sl veeored 21 ohi
Kunpony s eises 2o G (his yoar, in
cluding two tew cises dueing the
fest week, T s, 8 ehillkunganyn
cases wore reporied, s 38 s,

According to the MO data, o
e teams detocted mosguito hive
ding at more fhan one kb loca

tions between Jan 1 and Ao 23

Thoeelviebody hns issued 81,16 e

ol notlees ond lncehed 6,927
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duetve touosg i iio breved ing,
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‘misleading”: Cong letter to PM

Times News Network

New Delhi: Terming the
methodology for caste co-
unt adopted in Census 2027
“misleading” as it will not
give a headcount of OBCs,
leadersof opposition in Par-
liament, Mallikarjun Khar-
ge and Rahul Gandhi, have
written to PM Narendra Mo-
di demanding the Census
guestionnaire on caste noti-
fied recently be abandoned
and a new one be drafted.
They underlined that the
word "OBC" has not even
been used in the Census.

In the backdrop of the
controversy triggered by
the guestionnaire, Kharge
and Rahul told the PM “your
govt” has adopted an “open-

‘ended question™ to collect
information about -caste,
and enumerators will have
to take for an answer whate-
ver a person replies to the
casteguestion. They argued
that a caste is known by dif-
ferent namesand sub-castes
depending on the region,
which would result in one
caste being recorded by tho-
usands of names. “This wo-
uld result in lakhs of castes
being registered in the co-

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The letter from Kharge (in pic)
and Rahul said govt should
prepare a fresh questionnaire
through consultations with
parties and experts, so that a
correct headcount of every
caste, community is collected

untry, and theentiredata re-
corded in the caste census
would become useless,” the
letter said.

“We don't approve of the
caste census being done
through this methodology
(Govt should eancel the pre-
sent questionnaire and pre-
pareafresh one through con-
sultations with political par-
ties, experts, and the public
so that a correct headcount
of every caste and communi-
ty is collected and the caste
census is precise, relevant,
and beneficial,” itsaid.

It said a readymade solu-
tion to the problem is that a
“drop-down menu” compri-
sing a list of castes be added
to the guestionnaire. *“This
very methodology isused for
counting SCs and STs (in
Census)... This methodology
was adopted in the surveys

of Bihar and Telangana. We
are enclosing the caste lists
of the two surveys for under-

standing.” Further, the let- :

ter said such a list of castes
for Census caneasily be com-
piled on the basisof the exis-
ting Socially and Educatio-
nally Backward Classes list
and data from the Anthropo-
logical Survey of India.

Releasingthe letter AICC

spokesperson Jairam Ra-

mesh and OBC department
chairperson Anil Jaihind sa- :

id govt had, in an affidavit to
SC in Sept 2021, submitted
that a “drop-down menu"”
with a list of castes will have
to be used if a caste census
weretobedone. Ramesh said
Census enumerators can car-
ry the said list of OBCs and
record precise answers, He
accused pgovt of “sabota-
ging" the caste census.

aste count method in Census
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/60 ewbornsdi n Bengal
~ hospital in three weeks

Subhro Maitra | Tnn % ﬂ | e children received initial

. Malda: The Bengal health
: department Wednesday so-
: ught a report from Malda
Medical College and Hospi-
tal (MMCH) after 60 new-
borns died there in the first
three weeks of Aug, inclu-
ding10onasingle day.

Of therecorded deaths, 44
were born elsewhere and re-
ferred to MMCH after their
condition deteriorated.

The department has also

begun scrutinising private -

hospitals and block-level he-
alth facilities where most of

treatment. Officials have so
far inspected 16 hospitals and
nursing homes.

Authorities have submit
ted a preliminary report to
the state govt.

Doctors said some of the
newborns had respiratory
distress, while others suffe-
red from jaundice or conge-
nital heart ailments.

MMCH superintendent
Prasenjit Bar said, “It is true
that 10 babies died in a single
day here. Eight were brought
In critical condition, and two
were born at this facility.”
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NEW DELHE: More than & third of
the: 570 dengue cxaes reparted so
far this year in Delhi remain
emiEraces ke Beciase of neem-
plete ar meorrect addresses.
Pampering effors w ientify dis-
ERge and conrain out-
breaks. mun and health
officials sabd ﬁﬁﬁﬁ.@
The lack of raceabdlity is sig.
niflcsl s denpe was made 2
“mtifiahie disease” in Delhi fivs
FEATE Ago under an effort 1o
anl ens-

P
cases reported il Monday, the
Mumicinal Corparation of Delhd
(MCTY) has chassified 30E. pr
365% as “untraced” because of
incomplete  or  incorrect
Adiresses. Another G0 CARES
ke bwiners classified 2 imletions
lu?aired froan other states

his left only 272 cases or
47.7% of the wotal, that can be
grographically raced o [ooa-
dons within Delhi At 4 revies
mestng claired by health minis-
ter Pankaj Kumar on Tuesday,
the bzatih [ gaid Dethj

Enad

vear. He directed civic agencies
10 §lep up i awareness

A sEnhor pubidic hedthy
ment official sud the objectre of
bringing dengue under che Epd-
demic Dissases Act was
undermined by inconpleie data
submitted by health facilites
“The reporting of cases has
Hfproved, but there Is seill a
| Lerge mumber of cases whene the
ackiremses of patienis ane missing
or Indirrectly provided. In sach
‘g, W are irssble o trece the
exict lscsflan of patiemrs. This
s clusers cannod be ident
lied scouratety and oouiter-
FrUSRUreS el up e inr-

| e Al P

Three Feimgraqgihbcal dlsuinaon

L ) ] P ——————
ikl fisw were feporied foam
M Db, 14 drceam Delhs Can-

*\-\l\

city's dengu
caseload ‘untraceable’
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30-YEAR-OLD MAN
SETS SELF ON FIRE
INSIDE POLICE
BOOTH IN ROHINI

NEW DELHE: A W-year-old man
in police cusiody allegedly se
[ FimselF afire with an unideni-
fied Mammeble substance inside

a palice both in Rebind officlals
| said on Wednesday.
X The man suffened aroand %
i 5 burmsand s admined o Safdar
Dengue tracing gap widens o Py S | et e o
. June ufml'ﬂ 11} Podior i the ﬂ i Egd
e s 202§ Tor questioning i relathon with a
[ 5'70 wmmm ) e ] ;;:Il:haln-:rlitth-lﬂﬂ Inecid ens
WHY UNTRACED | w1k reporied from Aohing
CASES MATTER | Sector 5 on Saturday night
-:.mnph::‘ | While questivaing, the man
Cases traced by MID SORFECT aduresie allegedly ook o 2 boetle con-
mﬁ]n1ﬂ::ih make It dIFficult to Bining a flammable sibstance,
Idantify dengue pouired it over himsell. and set
oo himszll on fire. “Falice person-
= ifecs targated ned doused the fames and ook
sirvaiflance and | hem fo a hospital,” the oficer
S e’y | sald. adding thar police are
—_ ixamining hnw che subsmance
" reached the mean ard the roleal
- {H i
It ad e be personne] af the booth. Mg i
ar only a general -
cilony madiie, we |
can el fruce e
e | GOVE see
thse coses which
lends i a
Lol eTIeEas s '
12 (83342 S for Delhi .
Cither Wit | Central| Shatedary 1 ; |
ons rone | rone | porth rong, FROIAL Pallawl Singhal and Lhat
Smehil Sinha g;ﬁ
Isfiment, seven frem the Radl- 9 . H h d x haseparten ghaduatatimer.om Corp
ways and 246 from MOD areas, K-'_ mﬂ&qultﬂ I'EE lﬂg NEW DELHE: The Deihi govern- I'J'I.ll!‘l
Ammomg the MCD zones, the Wes: . . = ment has sought allocation af  fnalk
zome reported the highest nm- SltES ]den [I FI f__‘d last 'l'-'b'-’.EEk oeiions from the Cenere's bufer [a:
:H‘@:;nmlrnt#iruﬂ;;fﬂ : | stock for distribution in the Capi- — tribu)
i tral zone wit and | it n thie past wiek. tal through the publss distriby  mallic
Shabdara North with 27, = fut:;:mm::llnt - - The feport alsesaid presecw- I:In.mqrsnrfm given the high- Th
The problem of wntraced M Lindvrdan it com tizd hiad been bunched ing 937 [ er-tharemerage nasanal price of e
LESES 5Nt iew, During thecor- | IREW IDELHE With Delhi wiitiess- Gafes for mosquitoge mic condi- | i balb over the posy week. 5 cos i
responding pericd last year, ing rainfall over the past fort-  tioms this year, while fines had | G for Capital. The quanoity s nadiog
Delhi had reparted 412 con- right. misquitn Breeding sites  been seswed in 256 caies. The | ke aBocnted and Lhe disribation Th
flirmed dengiee cases, while 351 | have increased, socording 1o the Capital recorded 107 8mm of mechanism are belng worked et
cases fernalned in caler Municipal Corporation of Delhis — rainfal betwoen Murday sorne | gt cansumer affairs secretany price ;
ries. In 2024, the city had | (MO} action esken ri. The ing asd Tuesday of 5 30pm, tak- | Midhg Khare tald HT il
reported 425 confirmed cases | dats shows dhat mone than 9 550 ing the okl rmindall 1o 65 3mm — Dl T aned sugplies mip- allk-in.
during the same period, while | siteswith mosquies firme weie  abowe the June-Seplemiber avers | ksigr Manginder Singh Sirsa said kg, O
424 remained o other catego- cetecbed over the past week, nge of G404mm -~ with mare v quasntity aned raies for dism. Pl-im
s, The figure accounts fornearly  than o manth remaining before | h.lhnhlﬂmlbtvnkkﬁdﬂjﬂ KE Lp
An MCT official sald idenelfy- | 10% of the pofltive mosquitg  the Fleesoon ends, socerding to | and demils were being worked Dol
Ingg chuisters was cruclal toclassl | breeding sites detectod by the e Invia Metearalogical Depart. | ol with central government  whi
fring arvas 42 “hot spats”ce “vul- | chvic body since Janisary | this  men IML), Agencles, Apart from the POS 241
nersbis” and enggering intensd- | woar. According to the MCD Tainfall has played & key robe | “entres, subsidised anions will T
fied survetilance and mosquite | repor dared L2d. around  leading 1o & risg bn MASHOo | e b el the Ak a A
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“The Gut Talks to You Long Before It Screams”™:
Dr. Nishant Nagpal on India's Silent Digestive Health Crisis
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