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1 ()n cam: Guard fills syringes
for patients at N01da hospltal

Ayantika.Pal@timesofindia.com

Noida: A security guard with
no clinical training was film-
ed filling syringes with injec-
table medicineat district hos-
pitalin Sector39and handing
them to a staff nurse to ad-
minister to patients in the
emergency ward.

The video, recorded on

Ang 14, has triggered an in-
guiry into how a non-medical
employee was allowed to per-
form a task that requires
training and strict medica-
tion-safety protocols.

The footage shows the
guard, deployed on the hospi-
tal's fifth floor, opening medi-
cine ampoules and drawing
their contents into syringes at
a counter while the nurse
stands nearby Officials said
around 15-20 ampoules of rani-
tidine were prepared this way
and administered to patients.
Ranitidine is a medicine used

to reduce the production of
stomach acid and is pre-
scribed for conditions such as
acid reflux and peptic ulcers.
According to hospital offi-
cials, the nurse had I:leen at-
tending to patients during an
emergency and had asked the
guard to assist her. The hospi-
tal management, however,
clarified that the circumstanc-
es — however pressing — did
not justify the arrangement.
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Officials said around Iﬂ ampnules
of ranitidine were prepared this
way and administered to patients

“The nurse was busy attend-
ing to some patients in an
emergency So, she asked the
guard to help her. However, no
matter what the reason was,
such action is not acceptable,”
said Ashok Kumar Jha, the
chief medical superintendent.
Jha said the hospital took
immediate action after the
video came to light and re-
moved staff nurse Richa Ku-
mari and guard Sunil Kumar
from duty Both were out-
sourced employees. Kumar
was deployed through an Ali-
garh-based private agency,
which was also served a no-
tice seeking an explanation.
A senior doctor at the hospi-

e n k| i’

sa-rd'pmparmg an injection
involves more than simply
transferring medicine info a
syringe. The person must iden-
tify the correct drug and dose,
open the ampoule safely pre-
vent contamination and ensure
there is noair in the syringe.

“Drawing  medication
from an ampoule into a syr-
inge and preparing it for in-
jection isaclinical procedure
that reguires training, expe-
rience and strict attention to
detail,” thedoctor said.

An error in any of these
steps can expose patients to
wrong doses, contamination
or other potentially serious
complications. “A security
guard, who is not trained or
authorised to perform clini-
cal procedures, should not be
involved in preparing syring-
es or handling injectable
medicines under any circum-
stances,” the doctor clarified.

The incident also prompted
the hospital toreview the role of
outsourced workers. “Guards
are deploved for security-relat-
edduties and are not authorised
toundertake clinical responsib-
ilities involving medication
preparation or patient treat
ment,"” an official said.

“Further action would be
taken based on the findings
of the inquiry and the re-

sponse received from the out-

sourcingagency,” Jha added. <
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| Pavneet Singh Chadha
| Fanafi, August 17
| e
| EARLIER THIS vear, Goa Police
| J'nl:erce:pmdamm{g.nm-.-m o
hashish being smuggled inig
\ Uhe state,
| Morethan the act of smug-
gling. though. It was the mode
which the contraband
Wias belng transponted into the
staze that left the potice worriad.
The hashish packets were found
concedled in the bortom of a
steam iron, which was posted iy
apackagebelng dellvered at the
hands of an unsuspecting
diiver.

Concerned at the possibiliry
of many more such cases, the
God Police have dacided to take
the assistance of courler and

postal service operators besjdes
| dellvery partners o curh drug
trafficking In the coastal state.,

The initiative is pan of a
broader readmap ag
part of"Nasha Mult Bharat Ab-
hiyan’

Senlor police officers re-
cently held an awareness mest-
| Ingwith at least 75 represen-
| tatives from courler and postal

service providers across Goa.
During the meeting, the
- | ant-narcotics cell informed the
- | Bperators about an emerging
| Pechnique among traffickers to
| conceal consignments, es-
| pecially te smuggle cannabis
and hashish, in small courier
Parcels and through the postal

| BETVIDESs network.

Dead-drop method’
The police noticed that in-
creasingly traffickers have been
| using a “dead-drops” delivery

| method to smuggle narcotics,

| Afterthe buyertransfers money
Lo the seller, they ars sént ooor-
dinares of a particular location
o retricve the dougs from 2 rider.
The drugs are often ferred by
unsuspecting courier delivery
pariners, whoare underthe [m-

used to give up on promotion finallo e 1 1

Police officers meet representatives of
postal service providers for assistance

" CULTA LIMTIL AUGUST 12, 2038,
SOURCE GOAPOLURE

Goa Police has now
WhatsApp group for coordination
with courler senvice operalors. Aie

createda

DEAD-DROP DELIVERY: After send-
Ing marsay to the seller, the buyer gets

coordinates for the location wherea
coutier debvery partrar would hand
owvar the parcel, The rider believas the

confents arelegitimate,

pression that theyare handing  allowsthe traffickers. The cour-
oVer g L fer service operators, In a'way,
The aim of the awareness end upunknowingly facilitating
meeling was 1o sensitise the thetransporation of narcotics =
courierand postal serviceoper-  the police officer added.
tors aboul common conceal- According to an analysis by
ment methods used by traff-  antl-narcotics cell, which was
ckemsand tolookfor "suspicions  shared at a zonal coordination
consignments®, especially the meeting earlier this month, the
ones with pseudonymous book- maost commianly selzed drugs in
ngs, Incomplete senderorre-  Goa Include ganja, charag, LETy,
celver details, unusual packag- MDMAjecstasy and cocaina,
ing, and high-value parcels with Though cocaine is smuggled
inconsistent declarations. internationally and makes its
"Courier and postal service way e Goa through other states
providers are key stakeholders  [ike Delhi and Eamataks, can-
to prevent the misuse of thelr  nabis (ganja) is trafficked here
services by dnsg traffickers, We from Jharkhand and Oclisha, ac-
Nagged the importance of pro- cording o police analysis.
active vigilance, strict adher- Charas s trafflcked to Goa from
enceto KYC norms, verification Himachal Pradesh and Nepal
of contignorand consignee de-  whileLSD targely makes its way
Lﬂl’.&uﬂ:ﬂl‘:ﬂh.mﬂﬁmﬂy repor-  intoCeoa from Kerala, Metham-
ting of suspiclous consismments phetamine is sourced from Ka-
0 |aw enforcement agencies,” rala and Bengalumy and ec-
said a senior police official, re- stasy/MDMA s trafficked to Gog
questing anonymity, from Kerala, Maharashtrs ang
Advantage anonymity Asimilar assessment in2023
“This ‘drop-dead’ method found that cocalne |z sourced
has become quite popular due from Scuth American countries
to the relative anonymity it and makes its wayto Gog viathe

—

1
Rl TOULe, |:|I!.1T|,:|,_|-Lhr lhl'uuﬂ.h |
shipping containers 12T
i brought In Nights, concealed
in books in luggage while hash-
ish (charas) i= trafficked to Goa
from Himachal and gther north
Indian srates besides Nepal |
through rail route and via bus, |
Accordingtothe police pres-
entation, offenders use discreer |
methods for procurement, stor- {
age and distribution of drugs, |
“Social media platforms, courder |
services, renited premises, tour- |
Ist gatherings, and nightlife | a
Events are sometimes misusad . b
for drug circulation. Coastal | jn
belts, tourist areas, nightlife | m

Zomes, and party locations re- | st
mainvilnerable todrug-related | ne
activities,” the report stared. | an
£
Risein cases . m
In 2023, Goa polkee arrested | La
166 people. including 2t forelgn | K
natlonals, and registered 140 P
cases for smuggling narcotes. | ooy
Thenumber ofamrestsincrensed | e
o 192 in 2024 and 213 jn 2025,
Casesbodged absowentuptols2 | us
and 163 in 2024 and 2025, re- | int
spectively. Until Auguss 12, 2008,
135 people have been arrogted

and at least 122 cases registerad. |
Police said the road mapro | w
end drug-trafficking invalves
four pillars: Enforcement, intel- 11
ligence and operations; precisr- |
Sors and synthetie drugs con-
trol; demand and harm | £
reduction: and capacity build- |
ingand coordination, “We have
crealed a Eroup fior
coordination with courier ser-
vice operators and gome de-
livery parmers, Ifthey spet any
Suspicious parcel, especlally
near schools and clubs in the
coastal belt, we haveasked them |
(0 report to police, The idea is
also to identify new patterns |

and get to the source, A chal-
lenge we face isthere is Ti0 TegL-
latory framework overseelng
Ecourier services" thepo- |
Hee officer said. [ ofth
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