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On cam: Guard fills syringes 
for patients at Noida hospital 
Noida: A security guard with 
no clinical training was film 
ed filling syringes with injec 
table medicine atdistrict hos 
pital in Sector39 and handing 
them to a staff nurse to ad 
minister to patients in the 
emergency ward. 

The video, recorded on 
Aug 14, has triggered an in 
quiry into how a non-medical 
employee was allowed to per 
form a task that requires 
training and strict medica 
tion-safety protocols. 

The footage shows the 
guard, deployed on the hospi 
tal's fifth floor, opening medi 
cine ampoules and drawing 
their contents into syringes at 
a counter whle the nurse 
stands nearby Officials said 
arond 15-20 ampoules of rani 
tidine were prepared this way 
and administered to patients. 
Ranitidine is a medicine used 
to reduce the production of 
stomach acid and is pre 
scribed for conditions such as 
acidreflux and peptic ulcers. 

agency's subrMissIOI3. 

According to hospital offi 
cials, the nurse had been at 
tending to patients during an 
emergency and had asked the 
guard to assist her: The hospi 
tal management, however, 
clarified that the circumstanc 
es- however pressing-did 
not justify the arrangement. 

Officials said around 20 ampoules 
of ranitidine were prepared this 
way and administered to patients 

"The nurse was busy attend 
ing to some patients in an 
emergency, So, she asked the 
guard to help her. However, no 
matter what the reason was, 
such action is not acceptable, 
said Ashok Kumar Jha, the 
chief medical superintendent. 

Jha said the hospital took 
immediate action after the 
video came to light and re 
moved staff nurse Richa Ku 
mari and guard Sunil Kumar 

from duty. Both were out 
sourced employees. Kumar 
was deployed through an Ali 
garh-based private agency, 
which was also served a no 
tice seeking an explanation. 

LIOLL l. 

A senior doctor at the hospi 

tal saidpreparing an injection 
involves more than simply 
transferring medicine into a 
syringe. The person must iden 
tify the correct drug and dose, 
open the ampoule safely pre 
vent contamination and ensure 
there is no air in the syringe. 

"Drawing medication 
from an ampoule into a syr 
inge and preparing it for in 
jection is a clinical procedure 
that requires training, expe 
rience and strict attention to 
detail," the doctor said. 

An error in any of these 
steps can expose patients to 
Wrong doses, contamination 
or other potentially serious 
complications. A security 
guard, who is not trained or 
authorised to perform clini 
cal procedures, should not be 
involved in preparing syring 
es or handling injectable 
medicines under any circum 
stances," the doctor clarified. 

The incident also prompted 
thehospital to review the role of 
outsourced workers. "Guards 
are deployed for security-relat 
ed duties andare notauthorised 
toundertake clinical responsib 
ilities involving medication 
preparation or patient treat 
ment," an official said. 

"Further action would be 
taken based on the findings 
of the inquiry and the re 
sponse received from the out 
sourcingagency" Jha added. 



Pavneet Singh Chadha 
Panajl, August 17 

You've got mail: Drugs now being circulated in Goa through courier 
EARLIER THIS year, Goa Police intercepted a consignment of 
hashish being smuggled into the state. 

More than the actof smug gling, though, it was the mode 
through which the contraband 
was being transported into the 
state thatleft the police worried. Thehashish packets were found 
concealed in the bottom of a steam iron, which was posted in 
apackagebeing delivered at the hands of an unsuspecting drdver. 

Concerned at the possibility 
of many more such cases, the GoaPolce have decided to take 
the assistance of courier and 
postal service operators besides 
delivery partners to curb drug 
trafficking in the coastal state. 

The initiative is part of a 
broader three-year roadmap as part of"Nasha Mukt Bharat Ab 
hiyan'. 

Senior police officers re 
cently held an awareness meet 
ing with at least 75 represen 
tatives from courier and postal service providers across Goa. 

During the meeting, the 
anti-narcotics cell informed the 
operators about an emerging 
technique among traffickers to 
conceal consignments, es 
pecially to smuggle cannabis 
and hashish, in small courier 
parcels and through the postal 
services network. 

Dead-drop method' 
The police noticed that in 

creasingly traffickershave been 
using a "dead-drops" delivery 
method to smuggle narcotics. 
Afterthe buyer transfers money 
to the seller, they are sent cOor 
dinates of a particular location 
to retrieve the drugs fromarider. 
The drugs are often ferried by 
unsuspecting courier delivery 
partners, who are underthe im 

Police officers meet representatives of postal service providers for assistance 
Aniti-narco action 
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pression that they are handing 
over a legitimate parcel. 

The aim of the awareness 
meeting was to sensitise the 
courier and postal service oper 
ators about common conceal 
ment methods used by traffi 
ckersand to look for"suspicious 
consignments", especially the 
ones with pseudonymous book 
ings, incomplete sender or re 
ceiver details, unusual packag-
ing, and high-value parcels with 
inconsistent declarations. 

L.. 

"Courier and postal service 
providers are key stakeholders 
to prevent the misuse of their 
services by drug traffickers. We 
flagged the importance of pro active vigilance, strict adher 
enceto KYCnorms, verification 
of consignor and consignee de tails ofparcels, and timely repor tingofsuspicious consignments to law enforcement agencies," said a senior police official, re questing anonymity. 
Advantage anonymity 

"This 'drop-dead' method 
has become quite popular due to the relative anonymity it 

Goa Police has now created a 
WhatsApp group for cOordination 
with courier service operators. FILE 

DEAD-DROP DELIVERY: After send 
ing money to the seller, the buyer gets coordinates for the location where a 
courier delivery partner would hand 
over the parcel. The rider believes the contents are legitimate. 

allows the traffickers. The cour 
ier service operators, in a way, 
endupunknowingty facilitating 
the transportation ofnarcotics," 
the police officer added. 

According to an analysis by 
anti-narcotics cell, which was 
shared at a zonal coordination 
meeting earlier this month, the 
most commonly seized drugs in 
Goa include ganja, charas, LSD, MDMA/ecstasy and cocaine. 

Though cocaine is smuggled 
internationally and makes its 
wayto Goathrough other states 
like Delhi and Karnataka, can nabis (ganja) is trafficked here from Jharkhandand Odisha, ac 
cording to police analysis. Charas is traffickedto Goa from 
Himachal Pradesh and Nepal 
while LSDlargely makes its way 
phetamine is sourced from Kẹ 
into Goa from Kerala. Methåm 
rala and Bengaluru and ec 
stasy/MDMAis trafficked to Goa 
from Kerala, Maharashtra and 
Delhi. 
A similarassessmentin 2023 

found that cocaine is sourced from South American countries andmakes its way to Goa viathe 

shipping contrily through .LSD paper is brought in flights, concealed 
in books in luggage while hash ish (charas) is trafficked to Goa 
from Himachal and other north 
Indian states besies Nepal 
through rail route and via bus. 

used to give up on promotion finally ge 

sea route, 

Accordingto thepolice pres 
entation, offenders use discreet 
methods forprocurement, stor 
age and distribution of drugs. 
"Social media platforms, courier 
services, rentedpremises, tour 
ist gatherings, and nightlife a 
events are sometimes misused 
for drug circulation. Coastal 
belts, tourist areas, nightlife 
zones, and party locations re 
mainvulnerable to drug-related 
activities," the report stated. 
Rise in Cases 

In 2023, Goa police arrested 
166people, including 21 foreign 
nationals, and registered 140 
cases for smuggling narcotics. Thenumber of arrests increased 
to 192 in 2024 and 213 in 2025. 
Caseslodged also went up to 162 
and 163 in 2024 and 2025, re 
spectively.UntilAugust 12, 2026, 
135 people have been arrested andat least 122 cases registered. Police said the road map to end drug-trafficking involves 
fourpillars: Enforcement, intel 
ligence and operations; precur Sors and synthetic drugs con trol; demand and harm reduction; and capacity build 
ingand coordination."We have 
created a WhatsAppgroup for cOordination with courier ser 
vice operators and some de livery partners. Ifthey spot any suspicious parcel, especially 
near schools and clubs in the Coastal belt, we have asked them to report to police. The idea is also to identify new patterns and get to the source. A chal lenge weface is there is no regu latory framework overseeing 
private courier services" thepo lice officer said. 
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