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Why family screening can save you from premature heart disease
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wther courses happen Coimgh the naional
srincilon tesl, MEET-UG. The cosssient
cxeni] fy: thavt chie Do seeeerm go on L iy
madeiE maalizine.

Allthres coumss ke seperal eonmman
Sutfents — ususdly the ones o umdersiand
Uhe Frarmian body — Including anamonesy,
Flivialogy, patkelogy and bioc hemistry,
Thiecoveepses diferwden i comes oo e -
TRERE 2 Iraabmierits, Whers the sudings.
ewdemmedidng smm b evidenie:
Besed pharmacokssyand meacmimlz, thise
sudying Ayurveds or homeopathy shudy
sutgects such as Tridosha thecry, Pancka-
keaierer, or Lol slmilars.
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MCH sad "4 ol In the oenem) regal-
ki grants siates the power 1o allore ho-
Mmenpatls i pracose diopadyy bes i has
Borbe ek o narrore iesgiiire meer se frr mp
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Standalone health insurers gain !
ml\T Share, geneml Insurers s llp

Genrge Hatl'reu

Mumhgl Axcusry
STANDALONE HEAITH in-
SUINTE Are sl adily sining
srocndin India’s norrlife s
Ance marked, with theirshare of
P income risitg sharpiy
in the Srst four months endad
Sl ofFY T even asthe broader
general insurance segment
oodad market share inthe over
all premium pool. acconding to
eperal Insnrande Coundl (GT
Counaill dats.

The market share of standa-
koe health insurers accountad
for 14.10% of total non-life in-
SUMANd? premium. up from
1L.72% in the corresponding
peniod a vear eardier. This repre-
S201s 3 gain of 2 38 percentage
poins. In contmiast. the share of

general insurers — which offer
awide range of cover formotor.
fire. marine and marine seg-
ments — declined to 85.34%
from 86.43%. a fall of 1L.09 per-
centage points. according to Gl
Council’s provizional data for
the cumulative four-month
period ended July 2026
The shift becomes more
striking when viewed through
premium collections. General
insurers recorded a cumulative
gross direct premium of Rs
101.812 crore during the four
months ended July 2026, up
B8.09% from Rs 94,196 crore a
year earlier. Standalone health
insurers. however, grew much
faster, with premiums rising
IL74% to Rs 16,827 crore from Rs
12773 crore, data from Gl Coun-
¢il, the body that represents
non-life insurers.

o HﬂHHETTHEHD

STANDALONE HEALTH msyuors'
MRS 2N et LAG% in
EVI6 fromn 12.5% avear edrlion

THE SECTOR was zupported by
snong cermand for hoakth cowes
and scrapping of GET on mtul
haaith insurance

e e e et ey,

Ueneral insurers have wit-
nessad adecline in fire insur-
Ance prasmium inooame. They ne-
parted a growth of 199% in the
health insurance segment for
three months ended June
2006, said aninsurance official.

The trend is consistent with
the broader pamemn seen in
20, when standalone health

insurers’ market share had al-
ready risen to 136% from 12.5%
a vear earlier. The sector has
benefited from strong demand
for health cover with the scrap-
ping of GST on retail health in-
surance akosupponing afforda-
bility and policy sales.

Among the five largest gen-
eral insurers by market share in
the July 2026 data, performance
has been mixed. New India As-
surance remains the largest gen-

eral insurer, but its overall mar-
ket share fell to 14.27% from
15.08%, a decline of B1 basis
points, Its cumulative premium
grew 3.58% 1o Rs 17023 crore.

ICICI Lombard General In-
surance, the second-largest
among the five, saw its market
share decline to 8.99% from
9.38%, a fall of 39 basis points.

Its premium nevertheless in-

—

it
LELET
i li

1
it T LT T TR ST PR S T e
crore, United India Insurance |
wag relatively stable, with A
marke! share edging down to
4% from 73 4%. Tts cumn

Lative preminm grew 8695 10 o fi

R 8572 erore, acoonding to Gl
Councildata, Ny
Uhve ot her D o plavers ands
bucked the market-share de- 2
cline. Tata AlG General Tnsar "
ance increased s share o cred
TOT% from 591%, while s pre- 10
minm surged 3056 (o ks | 0
SAMSS crore. Ruigj General In- |~ P
strnnee abso gained manginally,  ® 7
with markel share rising ta | focu
6.83% from 6.67%. Its cumu- | bl
lative premium grew 11.98% 0 upg
Bs 3 355 crore, e
Taken together, the five lar- &

gest general insurers accounted |
for aboul 4-L.33% of the overall |
non-life premium  market, 7!
broadly unchanged from 44.28% | ML

a vear earlier. This suggeststhat =
thelossofsharelvthegeneralin- | g
surance category isnotsimplya | T
story ofthe largestinsurers losing. | bi
ground to smaller general in- | 9
surers. Standalone health in- ﬁf"'
surers are capturing a growing [ '
portion of the overall insurance | __
premium pool.

Among standalone health
insurers, Star Health.remained l]
the largest, withits market share |
rising 1o 5.11% from 4.69%. Its c
cumulative premium grew
1906% w0 Rs 6,090 2 crore.Care | N
Health recorded 4212% growth, | 30
while Niva Bupa grew 32.30%. | fu
Aditya Birla Health Insurance | ta
reported an even stronger | of
45.06% increase, data shows, s
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“Women make up baf% thg%

of researchers in pvt sector

cipal investigatorsin central-

! " #‘
Lag Behind Public WOMEN RESEARCHERS 1y funded extramural R&D
AS % OF TOTAL projects 511'11'21'3'1"-;1‘1 %ﬂg Ef
SECtDr lndUStry 'ﬁghErEdmamﬁnn mﬂﬂéﬂ;ﬂtﬂﬁ;ﬁ past two !;"&Er&
| 0 unted for
Figure Of 21.2 o State Sector (SAUs & State R&D)  WOIOeR _}3?:; ;cfmjeﬂ Joa-
Chethan.Kumar FE 8% rs suggesting their role is
@timesofindia.com Central Govt RAD Labs g;:pah d iE:rEg,'h eyond participa-
al * W respar- - zl'ﬁ tiﬂntﬂ T.Eaﬂlﬂﬁ pmgrﬂjnmES.
Renguiury: Wore | public Sector Industry Govt-supported extramu-
chers constitute 17.8% of pri- 21.2% funding reached
vate-sector R&D in India, tra- b val reseRrCL IUECLE R e o
{ling representation in pub- =ﬁ“ sector Industry Rs 3,356 ﬂl’g;;_ Eﬁmﬁ s
ic institutions by 3.4 percen- 17.8% projects in 2 W1 :
: Egﬁgﬁig?esﬁp}irte jnp&eustr;.r (Source: Research and Developmard ly th FEE“fD“rrg:f gﬂmﬁ.lt_f&a{i
: i e ic institutions.
:  almost catching up with govt dem : ;
. spending on research. 902324 from 18.6% in 2020-21.  partmentof scienceand tech

: The statisi} cs, part of thg
: department of science an

: technology's Research and
: Development Statistics at a
! Glance 202526, make for a cu-
: rious case study of gender
: disparity given the overallin-
¢ prease in women's participa-
3. & tion inresearch workforce.

a ¢t As of April 1, 2024, India
g : hada little over 5lakh full-ti-
it ¢ me equivalent (FTE) resear-
1 chers, nearly1.5lakhof them
women. Women's stake in
the segment rose to 28% in

The sectoral break-up,
too, places private industry
at the bottom of the lot. Hig-
hereducation leads with wo-
men accounting for 36% of
FTE researchers, followed
by state agricultural varsiti-
es and other R&D labs (28%),
govt-funded research
(21.9%), public sector (21.2%}
and private sector.

Research leadership from
women has improved gradu-

“ally, the report states. Wo-
men's participation as prin-

nology alone accounted for
more than half this funding,
followed by the department
of biotechnology and ICMR,

Currently, for every
Rs100 spent on R&D, the govt
contributes about Rs 48 whi-
le private industry funnels
about Rs 45.

India's research output
has expanded as well. Scien-
tific publications have risen
2.5-fold over the past decade,
with the country ranking
third globally in 2022,
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" FSSAI Crackdown in Consumer
Interest, Says Britannia Chief

FMCG co accelerating focus on smaller reginnalﬁﬁ«i on smaller regional
. ] kets through local pro-
markets with local products: Rakshit Hargave

Ratna Bhushan

New Delhi: The recent
crackdown by the Food Safe-
tv and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) on packa-
ged foods and drinks across
multiple categories and do-
zens of brands for EﬂEEEd
violations of labelling and
hygiene standards is good
for consumers and in the
right direction, Britannia
Industries managing direc-
tor Ralkshit Hargave said.
The crackdown has pro-
mpted several packaged food
and beverage companies to
challenge FS3Al's actions,
with some seeking more time
to comply and others moving
court “Consumers’ interests
should be protected and any
measures that work in their
favour should be ta-
ken  forward,”
Hargavetold ET.

In recent weeks, ‘energy’
drink makers including Red
Bull and Reliance Consumer
Products have written to the
regulator seeking a one-year
extension to drop the word
from their energy drink la-
bels. Dabur last week moved
court against the regulator’s
prohibition on the sale of se-
veral products carrying
100%" claims, including ho-
ney, sesame oil, coconut wa-
ter and coconut milk.

Amid increa-
sing compe-
tition from
regional
and digi-

tal-first

brands,

Britannia
is stepping
up its fo-

ucts and more regional te-
ams. “With ecommerce and
quick commerce, everybody
has a level playing field. All
brands get consumer trials
but how do you build those
trials into bigger brands?
While competition is an op-
portunity for smaller compa-
nies to be able to show what
they're doing, especially in
our kind of categories where
there are relatively low bar-
riers to entry, you have to in-
vest in products, search and
innovation," Hargave said.
While premiumisation
across categories willbeaco-
re growth lever for urban
consumers, the company is
accelerating its regional
strategy, he said.

Like other packaged goods
makers, Britannia has also in-
dicated a fresh round of price
increases of 1.52% in the se-
cond guarter. Some of these
could also come in the form of

lower grammage on 5 and

710 packs.
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