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Parents' birth data will help identify 
how many meet citizenship criteria 

►Continued fromn P1 

he drop-down menu 
will only show SC/ST 
list of the state where 

the respondent is being enu 
merated. The spelling of the 
declared 'caste' will be re 
corded as cited by the re 
spondent. No document or 
caste certificate is required 
to be shown to verify one's 
SC. STor'caste' status. 
An officer said while the 

self declaration template fol-. 
lowed for the socio-economic 
caste census of 2011 had 
thrown up over 45,000 castes, 
making data unusable, digi 
tal tools and AI can sur 
mount compilation and seg 

regation challenges. 
Phase-2, in a first, will col 

lect date and place of birthof 
parents, the key factors that 
determine citizenship. The 
national population register 
exercise-conducted along 
side Census 201l, intended to 
be repeated with Census 2021 
before it was postponed, but 
now delinked from Census 
2027 - had in 2010 collected 
details of nationality as de 
clared by respondent, with 
the rider it would not confer 
any rightof citizenship. 

Sources said respon 
dents will not be asked for 
proof of birth details of par-
ents and these would be re 
corded “best to the knowl-

edge of the respondent". In 
fact, where the respondents 
do not know exact date of 
birth of parents but only the 
year, a default date like Jan 1 
of that year will be accepted. 

The phase-2 question 
naire will also log passport 
details where available. 
Aadhaarnumber will be col 
lected on a voluntary basis. 

The purpose of collecting 
parents' birth data is to know 
the total number of people 
who meet citizenship crite 
ria. It will have no impact on 
the individual as Census Act 
does not allow the data to be 
used forlegalevidence, govt 

benefits or public disclo 
sure," said an officer. 
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Census phase 2 to begin Aug I7, will 
capture caste, parents' birth details 
Bhartl.Jaln@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: The population 
enumeration phase of Cen 
sus 2027, which will capture 
caste for the first tíme since 
1931, and most likely also re 
cord the date and birthplace 
of paronts, will start in La 
dakhand the snow-bound are 
as, J&K, Himachal Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand on Aug 17. 

The Census is also likely 
to collect pussport numbers 
(where available) and Aadha 
arnumbers voluntarily. 

A home ministry notifica 

NO CASTE PROOF 
> No proof will be needed to 
verity SC, ST or caste status 
>Parents' birth detals will 
help estimate how many 
meet ctizeship criterla 
based on self-declared data 
> Self-deciaration format 
used in 2011 caste censas 
threw up over 45k castes, 
"making data unusable' 

tion Monday saud the popula 
tion enumeration exercise in 
snow bound areas of the four 

northern states/UTS will be 
conducted from Sept 1-30, pre 
ceded by a selfenumeration 
window from Aug 17-30. This 
means that the questionnaire 
for Phase2of Census will also 
be notifled soon. 

According to sources, cas 
te will be recorded 'as decla 
red by the respondent'. There 
will be a drop down menu for 
scheduled castes and schedu 
led tribes, while the 'caste'f 
eld will only cater to those in 
non SC, non ST category 
Cittzenship crtera, P 18 
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India crosses 20k orgán 
transplants/yr for Ist time 

AnujaJaiswal 
timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: India performed 
a record 20,138 organ trans 
plants in 2025, crossing the 
20,000-mark for the first time 
and registered a 6.5% increa 
se over the previous year, ac 
cording to National Organ 
and Tissue Transplant Orga 
nisation's (NOTTO) annual 
report. The figure marks a fo 
urfold rise from 4,990 trans 
plants in 2013. 

Delhi-NCR recorded the 
highest number of trans 
plants in 2025 with 4,564 pro 
cedures, followed by Tamil 
Nadu (2,796), Maharashtra 
2,136), Telangana (1,523) and 
Kerala (1,489). Tamil Nadu 
topped the country in decea 

GLOBAL LEADER 
> India No. 1 globally in living 
donor organ transplants 
> Deceased donor transplants 
still fall far short of demand 
>5 lakh Aadhaar-verified 

organ donation pledges 
recorded since 2023 
> Transplant services 
launched across 15 AlIMS 

sed organ donors with 266, 
followed by Maharashtra 
(205), Telangana (198), Kar 
nataka (154) and Kerala (152). 

India has emerged as the 
world's third-largest country 
in total organ transplants, af 
ter the US and China. 

Far short of demand, P 18 



Microplastics in all 12 fish species sampled from Yamuna, Delhi stretch impacted most 
Prlyangl.Agarwal 
Wtimesofindia.com 

New Delhi: Microplastics ha 
vebeen detected in all freshwa 
ter fish species examined from 
Yamuna. Fish fhom the Delhi 
stretch have significantly hig 
her contamination than those 
from upstream areas, a study 
by researchers flom Universi 
ty of Delhi has revealed. 

Microplastics are small 
plastic particles less than 5 
mm in size. The study asses 
sed 220 fish representing 12 
species collècted from four lo 
cations along the river-Ya 
muna Nagar and Karnal in 
Haryana and Sur Ghat and 
Sonia Vihar in Delhi. 

"Microplastics were detec 
ted in all examined species, con 

firming extenstve distribution 
across the river osystem A 
total of 1.678 micruplastics we 
rerecovered, with signiflcantly 
higher abundanoe in flsh fron 
the highly urban Delhi strtch 
than in those from upstreame 
gions. The findings identify the 
Delhi stretch of Yamuna as a 

high microplastic contamina 
tion zone and highlight the 
combined influence of urban 
pollution and fish ecology on 
microplastic bioaccumula 
tion," said the study 

metr ASSets And aurface dis of way excring 12 mnetres. 

The downstream stretches 
of Delhi (Sonia Vihar and 
Surghat) showed the greatest 
microplastic loads, contribu 
ting a major proportion of the 
total microplastic detected. 
whereas upstream sites (Kar 
nal and Yamuna Nagar Harya-

na) nhonl I lower abundan 
This spatial gradient re 

flects the influencs of urban 
wastewater dischare, textile 
efluents and increased su 
spended particulate load in 
Delhi's netropolitan section." 

The research titled "Envi 
ronmental drivers and bioac. 
cumulation pathways of mi 
croplastics in freshwater fish 
from the river Yamuna, In 
dia" revealed that the highest 
species specific microplastic burden was found in the om 
nivorous Oreochromis niloti 
cus (tilapia) from Sonia Vi 
har, where researchers reco 
vered 436 microplastic parti 
cles, while the carnivorous 
Xenentodon cancila from 
Karnal recorded the lowest 
accumulation at 37 particles. 

The study found that the 
gastrointestinal tract contal 
ned the highest number of mi 
croplastics (751 particles), follo 
wed by the gills (605) and musc 
le tissues (322). According to 
the researchers, this indicates 
that ingestion is the primary 
route of exposure, while the 
presence of microplastics in 
muscle tissue suggests possible 
translocation to other organs. 

"The detection of micro plastics in muscle tissues 
further highlights direct ex 
posure risks for human con 
sumers relying on these fish 
species as a protein source." 

The analysis found 10 di 
verse polymers, with polyet 
hylene and polypropylene to 
gether accounting for 45% of 
the identified particles. 



Flavouring neutral alcohol isn't right in spiriť' 
Anuja.Jaiswal@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: The Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) has said alcoho 
lic beverage manufacturers 
cannot add "rum flavour" to 
rum or "whisky flavour" to 
whisky and market them as 
standard products, saying the 
practice misrepresents the 
true nature of the beverage 
and misleads consumers. 

The regulator said the is 
sue is not the use of permitted 
lavouring substances, but ad 
dition of the flavour of the 
standardised alcoholic beve 
rage itself, which serves no le 
gitimate purpose. It said the 
characteristic taste andaroma 
of products such as rum and 

FSSAI'S OBJECTIONS 
Adding 'rum flavour to rum 

and 'whisky flavour' to whisky 
>Products made 

mainly from neutral 
alcohol but sold as 
standard rum or 
whisky 
> Labels that do not disclose 
the product's true nature 
> Misleading age claims such 
as '7 years old blended' 

whisky should develop natu 
rally through the base ingredi 
ents, fermentation, distill. 
ation and maturation. Howe 
ver, inspections found that so 

manufacturers 
producing beverages largely 
me were 

from neutral alcohol, which 
has no characteristic flavour, 
and then adding identical fla 
Vouring substances to recrea 
te the taste and aroma of rum 
or whisky. Such products, 
FSSAI said, should be labelled 
as "rum-flavoured spirit" or 
"whisky-flavoured spirit", 
with the front of the pack cle 
arly disclosing their true natu 
re. Laboratory testing of rum 
and whisky samples from mul 
tiple manufacturers found the 
addition of artificial or natu 
re-identical flavours that mas 
ked the products' natural cha 
racteristics, rendering them 
sub-standard under existing 
regulations, FSSAI said. 

Based on findings, it prohi 
bited the sale of products ma 

nufactured by units of Mohan 
Rocky Springwater; United Sp 
irits, INBREW Beverages and 
Associated Alcohol &Breweri 
es. It also inspected Mandexi 
Distilleries & Breweries in 
Goa and issued notices to six 
producers in Maharashtra. 

FSSAI also objected to the 
"7 years old blended" claim on 
an Old Monk XXX Rum vari 
ant, saying the product predo 
minantly contained neutral, 
unmatured spirit, while matu 
red rum spirit accounted for 
less than5% of the blend. 

It said the issue is not re 
presentative of the entire in 
dustry noting that many ma 
nufacturers continue to pro 
duce beverages in compliance 
with the prescribed standards. 
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HCtells MCD, NDMC to start 
stray dog sterilisation drive 
Shruti Kakkar 
shruti.kakkar@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Delhi High 
Court on Monday ordered New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) and Municipal Corpora tion of Delhi (MCD) to launcha pilot project for stray dog sterili sation, directing them to set up camps in one ward each in con 
sultation with court-appointed 
amicus curiae, Gauri Maulekhi. 

A bench of justices Dinesh Mehta and Rajneesh Kumar Gupta stressed that the civic bodies must give wide publicity to the camps, including display ing prominent placards in the 
areas, to reassure residents that the drive is only for sterilisation and not for capturing or sending dogs to pounds (acilities that hold stray, lost, abandoned, or seized dogs). 

"The authorities will give 
prior publicity of this camp in 
the area and placards shall be 
displayed with wide publicity so 
that stray dogs are not captured 
and are only brought for sterili 
sation," the court observed. 
The direction came during a 

Suo motu petition filed to moni 
tor the implementation of the 
Supreme Court's stray dog man 
agement guidelines. On May 19, 
the top court had refused to 
modify its November 2025 order 
directing all states and Union territories to remove stray dogs from schools, hospitals, sports complexes, bus depots, and rail 
way stations. The court had ruled that even sterilised dogs cannot be released back into these areas. 
Dismissing pleas seeking a recall or clarification, the Supreme Court had held that the 

Animal Birth Control (ABC) 
Rules, 2023 do not provide any 
"absolute or unqualified entitle 
ment" to release sterilised strays 
into sensitive public spaces. 

During Monday's hearing, the 
bench also asked the MCD to file 
an application seeking to keep at least 5% of the dog population 
unsterilised, to ensure the spe 
cies does not face extinction in 
the longrun. 

"As a society, I am conscious 
that at least one percent of dogs should remain unsterilised so 
that after 15 years it should not happen that all dogs are gone. You (MCD) make this applica tion that at least 5% should be 
left unsterilised so that future 
generations do not seea situa tion where there is no pet..," the bench added. 
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Deceased donor transplants 
still far short of demand 

►Continued from P1 
ndia continues to rankfirst 
globally in living donor or 
-gan transplants, according 

to Global Observatory on Do 
nation and Transplantation 
reportreleased in 2026. 

The 20,000-mark mile 
stone coincided with the 16th 
Indian Organ Donation Day, 
when health ministry an 
nounced that more than five 
lakh Aadhaar-verified organ 
donation pledges have been 
recorded since the national 
digital pledge portal was 
launched in 2023. 

Despite the gains, de 
ceased organ donation re 
mains India's biggest chal 
lenge. Deceased donor trans 
plants rose from 837 in 2013 to 
3,526 in 2025, but continue to 
fall far short of demand. "A 
substantial gap still exists 
between demand for organs and their availability. Ad 
dressing this gap remains a 
national priority" MoS for 
health Anupriya Patel said. To strengthen the pro gramme, govt launched 'Jug 
Jug Jiyo Abhiyaan', a year long awareness campaign, 
besides rollíng out e-Pratya ropan, a digital platform for 

HOPE THROUGH DONATION 
Record in 2025 

20138 
6.5%: 
3rd 
Ist 

increase over 
2024 

globally in total organ 
transplants 

organ transplants 
(highest ever) 

globally in living donor 
transplants 

Top States/UTs (rgan Transplants) 
Delhi-NCR 4,564 

Tamil Nadu 
Maharashtra 

Telangana 
Kerala 

2,796 
2,136 

|1,523 
1,489 

donor registration, waitlist 
management andorgan allo 
cation, NOTTO mobile app, 
and new Brain Stem Death 
Certification and Swap 
Transplantation guidelines. 

Govt has also expanded 
transplant services, with 10 
new AIIMS now performing kidney transplants, while AI 
IMS Bhopal has started heart 
transplantation and AIIMS 
Jodhpur, Bhubaneswar, Pat 
na, Rishikesh have launched 

Top States (Deceased Donors) 
Tamil Nadu |266 
Telangana | 205 
Karnataka |198 

Maharashtra |154 
Gujarat | 152 

liver transplant progra 
The report highlights re forms under One Nation, One Policy' initiative, in cluding removal of domicile requirements, the upper age limit and registration fees for patients seeking de ceased donor organs. With nearly 1.73 lakh road traffic fatalities every year, the re port says India has signifi cant potential to increase de ceased organ donation. 


