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A thought for today

The function of a private health insurance is to maﬁ:e_ as
much money as possible. Fvery dollar not paid out in
claims is another dollar made in profits for the company

BERNIE SANDERS
“Leave It To Docs
_4 Insurers can't lay down rules of hospital admission

hould an insurance industry association tell hospitals and
nu;-smg homes when to admit patients? It's a clear conflict

{ complications, who's liable?
While needlesg hospitalisation and bo
claims are facts of life, wilful denial of cla'glm:u?

% is no less a problem. Irdai's latest report
shows 1 in every 12 health claims js denied. This tendem:yphas

actually hurt consumer confidence, and become ahurdle for Private

‘ 1 ere does ijt i
Getting admitted op their doctor's advi o g
@ huge bill, Not doing so coulg caus
the authoritieg should step in quick]

. V in the interest tore
Patients and hospitals, and tellGIC to mind itsown b Sts of dnctﬂry
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LPH=RE MRl ol JAniar Mantar,

The government must act to tax foods
high in fat, sugar, and salt
l ndia, which has # long history ﬂ[ﬂﬂldl‘ﬁ.sfng

the challenges of undernutrition, has to pivot
fe attack the curious phenomenaon of over-
nutrition thas evolving lifestyles have now kald at
its door. The recent National Family Health Sur-
vey data showed that in India, while stunting and
undernutrition continue to he cayee for concern,
despite some gains, the sharp rise in adult over-
weight and obesity, besides diet-related metabolic
conditions, cannot be ignored any more, Two -
related developments have advanced the ques-
tion of unhealthy diets in very pointed sugges-
tions that would nudge consumers 1o make the
right choices. First, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee has recommended mandatory front- |
of-pack nutrition labelling indicating whether
packaged food products are high in sugar, and se-
cond, 2 national consortinm has advized the Eo-
vernment to levy a health tax on high fat, salt and
sugar foods, and enforce stricter regulations on
their advertisements, The standing Committee
on Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribu-
tion also made a recommendation o include the
sugar content in baby foods, attacking the excess
SLg4r consumption issue right where it begins,
The consortium on adolescent nutrition, which
goes by the practical name Let's Fix Our Food, is
led by the Indian Council of Medical Research-Na-
tional Institute of Nutrition (ICMR-NIN), and com-
prising several other prominent institutions in In-
dia and abroad, has recommended that the
Bovernment ensure a healthier school food envi-
ronment, stricter regulation of marketing of un-
healthy food, and front-of-pack nutrition labell-
ing. These efforts will be among the steps to tackle
the rising burden of abesity and diet-related non
communicable diseases that require a COmpre-
hensive strategy helmed by the government,
According to the World Health Organization,
since 2007, at least 133 countries have increased or
introduced a new health tax, A “junk food law"
came into force in Colombia in 2023, to tackle the
high consumption Dfpﬂtkﬂgl&d foods. An addi-
tional tax on such foods began at 10%, rose to 15%
the next year and rouched 20% the subsequent
yedr. Norway, Hungary, Denmark, Bermuda, Do-
minica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and the
Navajo Nation (US.), have also specifically imple-
mented taxes 0N Nprocessed sugar and sugar-ad-

ded foods. With the ICMR-NIN report indicating /

that over 17 million chilgren and adolescents are
affected by obesity, and thar this number can
cross 27 million by 2030, there cannot be a better
time to act on these SUggestiong (har will go 4 1o

way in educating the consume, (o oo healt

food choices.
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From Paper To Parent: Forgmg A Family Tree

SKIPPING THE QUEUE: How Long Waiting Periods, Rush For Adoption Of infants Have Created Thriving Black Market In Capltal
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Anuja tatcwal
dEtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Hundreds of
i'i_'IEEE aspirants with border-
_line NEET-UG ranks are boing
fl]t'ﬂ!!dtﬂeith&tselﬂeﬁu‘mﬂe

BCS In other states or risk wai-
Ung until Delhi's stray vacan-
o¥ round because top-ranked
candidates can temporarily
huh_i seats in two parallel coun-
selling systems in the capital.

Documents reviewed hy
T'l_:II show that candidates
with ranks 54, 63, 76, 103, 163,
243 and 273 appeared in both
the Medical Counselling
Committes (MCC) and Gury
Gobind Singh Indraprasths
University (GGSIPLD allot-
ment lists, allowing them to
retaln multiple options befio-
re making a final choice.

- MCC conducts counsel-
ling forthe15% All India Quo-
taand the 85% Delhi quota se.
ats in MAMC, LHMC, TJCMS,
ABVIMS-RML and VMMC,
while the 85% Delhi guota se-
ats in BSAMCH (Dr. Baba Sa-
heb Ambedkar Medical Col-
[Ege'_‘-_t.t'bd Hospital)and NDMC
Medical College are filled se-
parately through GGSIPU.

A senior health minisoy
official acknowledged that the
overiap is “a structural pro-
blem rather than a failure of
the counselling authorities ™
The official said the issue is
largely confined to Delhi be-

WHY SEATS GET STUCK IN DELHI

| MOST STATES

* One counselling
authority for
govt medical
colieges

* One counselling
platform

* Seats move faster

rounds

DELHI
* Two counselling authorities

> MCC: MAMC, LHME, UCMS,
VMMC, ABVIMS-RML

> GBSIPU; BSAMCH, NDMC
Medical College

* Separate counselling plalme
* No automatic cancellation
of overlapping allotments

* Seats may remain
unavailable until candidates
make a final cholce

Calse most stales have a single
counselling authority for all
govt medical colleges, where-
as Delhi has two independent
coumselling systems opera-
tng on separate software plat-
forms. "Where there 1z ome co-
unselling authority, candida-
tes cannot simultaneously
hold seats across separato sy-
stems, Delhi is an exception
becanse the counselling is
fragmented,” the official said.
The official zaid the delsy
ir seat movement hilrts can-
didates whose NEET ranks
are just below the admission
cut-off in the initial rounds
and who can secure & Delhi

seat only after higher-ranked
candidates surrender theirs.
Uncertain whether seats will
become available in time, ma-
ny opt for colleges in other
states rather than risk losing
a vear, Once they retain those
saats, however, they become
inellgible for Dethi's stray va-
cancy round, even if a Delhi
geat is subsequently vacated.

“You either wait and hope
seats open up, or take adm.
ission elsewhere because vou
can't afford to lose a year"
sajd 8 student who reques-
ted anonymity

Counselling experis said
candidates are not violating

TIMES

or Borderline NEET-UG
ankers, It's A Bitter Pill

Top Rankers Hold Seats Across 2 Delhi MBBS Counselling Systems

any rules by participating in
both processes. Howevet, be-
cause the two systems fune-
tion independently, they can
temporarily hold allotments
in both until exercising their
final choice. In one instance
clted by experts, a candidate
with rank 183 was allotted a
seat at VMMC through MCC
and another at BSAMCH
through GGSIPLL

The ministry official said
the longterm solution Is a
common counselling platiorm
or unified software that auto-
matically cancels overlapping
allotments once a candidate
exercises a cholce. Another
option isto bring all Delhi govt
medical colleges under a sing
Ie health university, similar to
mostother states,

such reforms have remained
dim-:l._llthacausnhealthisas!a-
te subject and states have heen

rnents.'l'hﬁr?slilggeal'.['d
u_].daulﬂruailmﬂymmggﬁ
didate's #arlierallotment upon
ruﬂnga B2t in a subsequent
Iy for ﬁlefm-i:ﬂtnﬁm E&i%“at?
" g GGS
PU Counselling round.
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