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New Delhi: Patients with diffi-

cult-to-control high choleste-

rol could soon have an oral al-
ternative to cholesterol-lowe-
ring injections after US Food
and Drug Administration app-
roved the world's first oral
PCSK9 inhibitor, a class of me-
dicines that dramatically lo-
wers “bad” cholesterol.

The tablet, Lipfendra, has
been approved for adults with
high cholesterol, including
those with an inherited condi-
tion called heterozygous fami-
lial hypercholesterolaemia.

However, the drug is not
expected to be available in In-
dia immediately. “Even if a
medicine is approved abroad,
it cannot be marketed in India
automatically.. it mustobtain
approval from CDSCO...
which may include clinical
trials as required under Indi-

an regulations,” said Dr Sub-
hash Mandal, national gene-
ral secr
ceutical Assodintion.
Theapproval issignificant
because many high-risk pati-
ents continoe to have elevated
low-density lipoprotein ({LDL)
cholesterol despite treatment
with standard oral medicines.
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However, the drug is not xper:te:l
to be available in India immediately

Clinical trials involving
3,207 adults found the once-da-
ilyoraldrugreduced LDL cho-
lesterol by 56-59% over 24 we-
eks in patients already on
maximally tolerated statins,
delivering reductions compa- :
rable to injectable PCSK9 in-
hibitors and offering another :
option for those whose choles-
terol remains uncontrolled
despite existing therapy

However, cardiologists said
that the drug is unlikely to be-
come a first-line treatment.

“The new oral therapy lo.~ "
wers LDL... by about 50-60%, :

making it a promising option :
for patients who prefer to gy '
oid injections,” said Dr Ambuj :
Roy, Professor of Cardiology
at AIIMS Delhi, :
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Have Discovered A
Way To Stop Malaria
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392 spec1al needs k1ds adopted Jast

 Year, increase of 25% over 2024-25

» Continued from P 1

CARA data, the total fig-

ure stood at 3,677, and
breached the 4,000 mark in
2018-19for thefirst time. Tt fell
during the pandemic, before
rising again in 202324 to
cross 4,000 again.

While very young chil-
dren who come into the pool
are immediately adopted by
prospective adoptive par-
ents (PAPs), the number of
older and special needs chil-
dren keeps adding up as they
remain in the pool. The aver-
age waiting time for
adoption is estimated to be
about three years for infants

In 2015-16, according to the

;. and young children.

Amid these challenges,
CARA CEO Bhavna Saxena
atiributes the increase in

: adoptionstoa focused strate-

gy on following up with spe-

cialised adoption agencies

and child welfare commit-
tees through CARA's "identi-
fication cell' to ensure that

eligible children in the insti-
tutions are declared free for
adoption without delays.
According to the CARA
database, of the 5,022 adop-
tions, 2,756 wereof girls, 2,263
of boys and three were in the
‘others’ category According
to officials, the adoption of
girls saw an increase of 8%
over 2024-25 when 2,554 girls
were adopted. That more
girls figure on the adoption
list compared to boys is in
keeping with past trends.
Officials point out that
while many more prospec-
tive parents opting for the
girl child reflects a change in
mindset, there is also a view
among organisations work-
ing on adoptions that the
higher numbers have to
do with the fact that more
girls end up in adoption
agencies and orphanages

- and are, therefore, available

in the adoption pool.
According to the CARA

CEQ, there is greater focus

now on building awareness

about special needs children
so that parents who appear
keen can be counselled
and assisted to go for a spe-
cial needs child.

“We started the process
of holding regional consul-
tations last year and found
that parents were getting
encouraged to consider
children with special needs.
We will be strengthening the
outreach this year,” Saxena
further added.

Shesaid 392 special needs
children were adopted last
year, marking an increase of
around 25% over 2024-25,
when the number was 313,
Also, adoptions by relatives
and step-parents went up by
ﬁﬂ‘i-'ié Jfrom820to1,291.

dxéna said that

strengthen the system, IE
new child welfare commit.
t
©€S were constituted and 52
new Ep&clﬂjlﬂﬂﬂ agencies
registered OVer past on,
As man €Yyear.

¥ a8 266 new SAAs

have been re gistereg
tivated since July gmﬂnd i
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How quantum computing and Al can help trigger a better immune response
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“Hepatitis B: Only
atreat-all policy
can save lives
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Why hidden fatin pancreas matters

nore than being lean
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centres recommend
gerfatric assessment 5 £~
for patients over 60
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4{6% city schools found deficient E*
In ‘Child Safety Checklist audit g
The Hindu Bureay cials said on Sunday. view meeting, will conti- | w

NEW DELHI

Nearly 46% of the 1,677
schools inspected in Delhi
were found to have safety
deficiencies under the
‘Student Safety Checklist’,
with 774 schools flagged
for gaps, Lok Niwas offi-

Of these, 270 of 790 go-
vernment schools, 463 of
812 private schools, and 41
of 75 aided schools were
found to have deficiencies,
with private schools ac-
counting for the higher
share overall. The drive,
launched after a July 6 re-

nue until all 5,633 schools | to
dre covered across the city. | ju
The checklist covers |
physical, emotional, so- @ 72
cial, emergency and cyber | Ac
safety, with schools asked | cal
to take corrective steps fol- | of
lowed by verification to en- | day

sure compliance. /ﬁ




AL VS

T e P — —

E e — =

NUMBFR THEORY

Youth’s population share peaked
earlier but aspirations still rising
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4(2% of schools
failing on child
safety norms

Karn Pratap Singh
m'wmhﬂﬁq‘llrﬂimﬂ L0
NEW DELHI: An inspection of
L677 Delhi dchools over two
weeks has revealed thar 774
whools failed to follow official
gudent safety and child protec-
tion rules, according to o state-
ment issued by the LG's office.
"A total of 812 private schools
were inspected and deficiencies
were found in 463 schools. Gow-
ermment and government-aided
sthools also showed notable
gaps. OF the 730 government
schools, 270 were fownd with
deficiemcies. Similarty, 41 out of
75 povernment-aided schools
were with deficiencies. Private
schools were found to account
for a disproportionately high
share of deficiencies relative to
the number inspected, an area
that inspection teams continwe
o monitor closely,” the state-
ment said.

The key deficlencies included
the non-constitution of child
welfare committees and the
absence of parent representa-
tves on these commitiees,

The inspection drive, under-
way since July 13, aims 1o kden-
tify schools that de not comply
with student safety guidelines of
the Mational Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

. the Delhi Cofmmlssion
for Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR). and the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(Pocsa) At

Officials zaid the schools
found deficient are Nagged for

* |mmediate remedial steps. ﬂll:h
follew-up werification bullt into
the process to ensure genuine
compliance rather than o one-

. time paper exerclse.

“The drive is set o contnue

. until full coverage of all 5,633
. sehools in Delhl is achieved, In
keeping with the directions of
the LG and the CM that child

* calety measures be instiotonal-

Pl @l TOsEREE, LEEL A RARERASAA T

inflowe from the CLC and DSB

Alarm bells

790 41
b T S

shools ket

812

Privaite
srhiesshy

ised as a permanent feature of
every schools functloning,
rather than remnining confined
to the designated Child Protec-
tion Month.” the smterment read

The drive follows July & direc- |
tiens from leutenant governor |
{LG) Taranjit Skingh Sandhu and
chief minister Rekha Gupta for
strict and time-bound imple-
mentation of "Child Protection |
Month” initintives. ,

Dfficials said the inspections |
are part of the broader comipli-
ance framework, covering gov-
ernment, government-aided.
MCD, NDMC, Delhd Cantonment
Board (DCB), and private schiools
across Delhd.

The inspections are being car-
ried ot over sucoessive deays by
dedicated tenms fanning out
across the Capital, with the pace
and scale of coverage steadily
increasing ns the drive pro-
gresses, In several days, over 150
to 200 schools have been cov-
ered Inoo single day.

Inspection teams comprising
representatives of parents, the
directornte of cducation {DoE},
the women and child develop-
merd department, Delhi Police,
and heads of schools contnue ia
cafry aul ingpections across the
Capital, with oorrective aetion on
idenufled deflciencies being pur-
sued in a time-bmind manner,

—— ‘_.__..-'-_
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