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Fees at non-profit med colleges
not regulated, among highest

Tational Medical Commis-
| sion's 2023 regulation al-
lowed only Section 8 com-
panies to set up medical colleges.
Under Section & of Companies
Act,such acompany isanon-prof-
it organisation in which surplus-
es can only be reinvested in
charitable objectives. The amend-
ment will allow all companies in-
corporated wunder Companies
Act, 2013 to start medical colleges.
In.Jan 2017, the erstwhile Medi-
cal Council of India amended Es-
tablishment of Medical College
Regulations, 1999 to allow all com-
panies registered under Compa-
nies Act, 1956 to be listed among or-
ganisations permitted to set up a
medical college. The samenotifica-
tion also allowed any autonomous
body/society/ trust to beconverted
into a compeny However, MCI was
disbanded and replaced by NMCin
Sept 2019, The fresh regulations for
sstablishment of medical colleges
drafted by NMC allowed only Sec-
tion 8 companies toset up colleges.
In May 2017, Vedanta, the
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mining conglomerate, established
the first private limited medical
college, Vedantaa Instituteof Med-
ical Sciences, in Palghar through
the entity Vedantaa Institutes of
Academic Excellence Private Lim-
ited. The institute wrote to Maha-
rashtra govt that since it wasregis-
tered as a private company, it was
allowed tomake profits and that its
fees did not requireapprovalof the
state fee regulatory authority
Though the institute was later
forced to submit to fee regulation,

SHIFT IN GUIDELINES

its fees remain among the highest
among private medical colleges in
the state (Rs 15.7 lakh for manage-
ment seats in 2025), barring
deemed university colleges.
Ironically, fees charged by
deemed university medical col-
leges, which are established by
trusts and societies and are sup-
to be non-profit, are among
the highest, and states donot have
any quota of seats with lower fees
in these institutions. Fees
charged by these colleges are not
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controlled by anyregulatorybody,

SCheld in19&3and againin2o02
that education was charity and dis- -
allowed educational nstitutions
from engaging in “proflteering”
but allowed “reasonable surplus”
to meet cost of expansion and aug-
mentation of facilities. Till 2009,
the official stance was that educa-
tion could not be for sale or a for-
profit venture, Hence, on paper,
most private colleges were run by
charitable trusts/societies despite
their high tuition fees, illegal capi-
tation fees and other charges. How-
ever, in Feb 2010, then govt allowed
companies registered umder Com-
panies Act to open medical colleg-
eswiththecaveat that “permission
shall be withdrawn if colleges
resort to commercialisation”.

By 2016, govt was arguing the
no-profit stipulation wasdiscou-
raging companies from coming
forward to set up colleges and
that profits were being made in
non-transparent ways and that
if profits were legally permitted,
it would at least yield income tax
for the exchequer. This is what
led to the 2017 amendment. _;‘_"]
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SC says it will rule on plight of patients who can't afford
e-saving drugs & judicial expediency in such cases

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Pained by the
unfortunate demise of acan-
cer patient awaiting Kerala
HC's order on her plea ques-
tioning exorbitant cost of li-
fe-saving medicines, the Su-
preme Court Friday took suo
motu cognisance of both is-
sues impacting right to life -
plight of patients who can-
not afford essential life-sa-
ving drugs and the judicial
expediency in such cases.
Initiating proceedings
on a representation sent by
conveners of the Working
Group on Access to Medici-
nes and Treatment — Jyots-
na Singh and K M Gopaku-

TOI on Jul

Cancer patient dead,
her plea for drug listed
57 times for hearing

Working Group
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mar, which was reported by
y 11, a bench of
Surya Kant

Chief Justice

and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chiand VMohana said while
the Kerala HC willdecide the
case before it, the apex court
will decide the larger issue.
Before seeking aresponse
from the Union govt on the is-
sue of exorbitant price of pa-
tented drugs for treating can-
cer and similar difficult-to-
cure diseases, the bench ex-
pressed its displeasure over
the delay in the HC, which
was approached by the wo-
man suffering from metasta-
tic breast cancer for access to
the drug Ribociclib in 2022,
The woman had approa-
ched the HC seeking a direc-
tion to the Centre to exercise
its powers under Section 100
of the Patents Act, 1970, by

granting a Govt Use License
to facilitate the manufacture
of generic version of Riboci-
clin at an affordable price.

Section 100 empowers
the central govt, and any
person authorised by it, to
use a patented invention for
governmental purposes in
furtherance of public inter-
est, including the protec-
tion of public health.

The bench said it is un-
fortunate that the matter
was listed multiple times bet-
ween June 2, 2022 and Sep 16,
2022, but the Centre declined
to invoke its powers on the
ground that prevailing cir-
cumstances did not disclose
any ‘national urgency war-
ranting such intervention.
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ORIGINAL PETITIONER, A BREAST CANCER PATIENT, DIED DURING PENDENCY OF PROCEEDINGS

SCtakes cogniza

Kerala High Court to ensure
matter is disposed of expeditiously

Express News Service
mwﬂdhi.fni_p:?

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day took suo motu cognisance
of delays in cases involving ac-
cess to life-saving drugs aftera
pending Kerala HC matier over
abreast cancer drug came to its
nodice.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant and
comprising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and V Mohana, hearing
the case ‘In Re: Access to Life
Saving Medicines and Judicial

Expediency In Article 21
Matters', referred to the Kerala

HC proceedings on Ribociclib,
a patented medicine used in
the treatment of HR-positive,
HER2-negative breast cancer,
which had been listed 57 times
without reachinga conclusion.
The court sald it will issue
notice in the case. It also di-
rected the Kerala HC totake up
its pending suo motu proceed-
ings at the earliest. It noted that
once the HC decodes the
matter and issues directions,
those may be followed on a

pan-India basis.

The case pertains to bring-
ing down Ribociclib’s price
through domestic manufac-
ture, a request the Centre re-
jected on the grounds that
breast cancer did not meet the
threshold of national urgency.

The original petitioner, a
breast cancer patient, died dur-
ing the pendency of the pro-
ceedings.

The HC then expanded the
scope of the matter and con-
verted it into a suo motu PIL
concerning the pricing and ac-
cessibility of life-saving medi-
cines.

The 5C's intervention fol-
lows aJuly 10 representation (o
the Chief Justice of the Kerala

nceofdelayin cases |
involving access to life-saving drugs

HC, with copies to the Presi-
dent and the CJL, from Jyotsna
Singh and KM Gopakumar, co-
convenors of the Working
Group on Access to Medicines
and Treatment. The letter
sought urgent administrative
intervention to fast-track the
case, noting that pleadings had
long concluded even as the
matter kept coming up without
a final hearing.

The representation stated
that Ribociclib costs Rs 78,468
per month and remains under
patent protection. It said the
original petition sought a gov-
emment-use licence underthe
Patents Act to facilitate the
manufacture of a lower-cost
version of the medicine.

The group said that “the un-
timely demise of the petitioner |
in this matter highlights the
devastating human costoffudi- |
clal delays in cases involving 1
access to lifesaving drugs"™. {

On July 15, the Kerala HC, in
the suo motu PIL titled “In Re
Exorbitant Pricing of Life Sav-
ing Patented Medicines,
sought expert opinions from
the Mational Cancer Institute,
Chittaranjan National Cancer
Institute, Regional Cancer
Centre, Thiruvananthapuram
and the Drugs Controller Gen-
eral of India on whether Pal-
bociclib, a less expensive medi-
cine available in India, could
serve as an alternative to Ri-

bocielib and Abemaciclib.
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Sleepless nights, a
ublic health challenge

[SING TEMPERATURES are keeping Indians up at
night. A recent study by a US-based climate advocacy
group, which assessed the loss of sleeping hoursinover
citiesacross the world, has found that the average
person has lost nearly 56 hours of sleep annually between 2020
and 2025 due tounusually high night-time temperatures. At least
10 per cent of this sleep loss is directly attributable to climate
change. In some of India’s largest cities, people are losing signifi-
cantly more sleepthanthe global average, from 93 hours in Chen-
nai to 84 hours in Mumbai and 67 hours in Delhi. As summers
get longer, hotter and more humid, these findingsshould beseen
as a warning. Sleep is often treated as an individual problem to
be fixed with better lifestyle choices. But when the environment
makes rest difficult, sleep becomes a public health challenge.

Heat is just one of the factors that is causing Indians to toss
and turn in theirbeds. A review of literature on sleep disorders,
published last year in the Indian Journal of Public Health,
found a widespread prevalence of sleep disorders across India.
Sleep loss/deprivation connected to rapidly changing lifestyles,
excessive screen time, social-media addiction, erratic eating
habits and shift-based work schedules compound the chal-
lenges. Sleep is essential for cellular repair, immune function
and regulating inflammation. Even modest reductions in sleep,
when repeated over weeks or months, can have lasting effects,
with chronic sleep deprivation being associated with hyper-
tension, diabetes, heart disease, obesity and cognitive impair-
ment, while also reducing workplace productivity and increas-
ing the risk of accidents.

India needsto recognise healthy sleep as an essential pillar of
public health. Heat action plans should account not only for day-
time exposure but also for dangerously warm nights, particularly
indense urban settlements where the heat island effect is strong-
est. Urban planning, affordable cooling solutions and better hous-
ing design all have a role. Equally important is integrating sleep
hﬂlthlrnﬂpublichealthcampaigu;éhs India deals with non-
communicable diseases, protecting the country’s
to be an important investment in its long-term hﬁ&.ﬂwmw/
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Kerala has shown initiative in
coordinated action against cartels

or a few years now, a growing section of
Kerala's youth has been consumed by a
festering addiction to narcotic drugs and
contraband/psychotropic substances. The signs
of the State teetering towards substance abuse
::;: appareB nthmﬂwwahufrhtﬁmmrbanad&
4g0. But it grew to gargantuan proportions
with synthetic drug cartels using digital technolo-
gie-sandgcialmediamwtpmhwenfume-
ment. While the COVID-19-stricken years of 2020-
21 saw a drop in NDPS cases registered in the
Etam, cases surged to 26,619 in 2022 from 5,695
in 2021 The number rose to 36,314 in 2025,
EJiﬂngs_u_:Ie large-scale seizures of commercial
quantities of contraband. Commercial capital Er-
nakulam city accounted for a substantial mum-
ber. Despite efforts by multiple agencies, success
has been limited. The UDF government sought to
stream!jnr.- the anti-drug enforcement drive by
launching Operation Toofan in June, with the
State police joining hands with the police forces
in the southern States, central agencies, and State
education, health and excise .
Focusing on integrated enforcement, public
engagement, rehabilitation of victims and a spee-
dy and effective prosecution, the operation has,
until july 15, netted over 7,600 drug peddlers in
some 7,100 cases, with synthetic drugs account-
ing for a significant share of the haul. Given that
narcotics cases are often weakened by questiona-
bie forensic reliability, the issue has gained sharp
focus during the ongoing campaign, The network
of drug cartels is often too intricately webbed,
with investigations often netting only the small
fish. Besides bringing the community on board as
Toofan warriors, the campaign aims to streng-
then national intelligence-sharing and coordina-
tion systems under the NCORD framework, in-
cluding the NIDAAN database of arrested
narco-offenders. Kerala Home Minister Ramesh
Chennithala is meeting Chief Ministers to solicit
Jjointness in the operations. The States are In the
process of assigning nodal officers for close coar-
dination, with a platform in the pipeline. Since
the rackets employ innovative means to recruit
carriers, coordinate among themselves and carry
out delivery, Kerala needs to upskill the District
Anti-Marcotics Special Action Force (DANSAF)
personnel at the cutting edge to bust these net-

works. Equally important Is to strengthen cyber
forensic capabilities so that neither investigaton
nor prosecution is found wanting In taking these
cases to their logical conclusion. The crippling ef-
fects pf narcotics on society are manifold, and it
is never too late to build a defence against them.
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Govt. orders strict scrutiny of
digitised birth, death records '

Registrar General of India flags issuance of fake certificates, tells registration units in States to take
meastires to prevent misuse of the system; surge witnessed in request for digital copies amid SIR

Vijaita Singh

NEW DHELHI

mid a surge in de-
mand for digitised

birth certificates,

the office of the Registrar
General of India (RGDH is
implementing  stringent
checks o prevent fraudu-
lent digitisation of old re-
cords. The RGI informed
the States in June that in
certain instances, the cre-
dentials of registrars have
been compromised due o
user IDs, passwords, or
i sswords

one-{Eme

reliability of vital records,”
the June 12 letter by AK
Pandey

-
T
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The RG! has ashked States to rewview the status of digitisation and

preservation of legacy birth and death reconds. EMMANLAL YOGIHI

sparency, traceability, and
authenticity of the digitisa-
thon process and to prevent
misuse of the system”,
The measures include
mandatory verification of
onliné applications for dig-
itisation of old birth and
death certificates by the re-
glstrar against the original
birth and death registers;
uploading of supporting
documents, including the
applicant’s certificate and
the relevant register page;
forwarding of all applica-
tions to the district regis-
trar for approval; submis.
sion of additional
documents such as the ap-
pHeaton form when the re-
Eistrar enters a request on
behalf of an applicant;

mandatory scrutiny  and
approval by the district re-

gistrar before any digitised
certificate is issued; com-
pulsory use of e-signanures
by district registrars to en-
sure authenticity, accoun-
tability and an audit trail;
and the retum of approved
applications 1o the regis-
trar for final issuance of the
digital certificate.

The RGI has asked State
committees to review the
status of digitisation and
preservation of legacy
birth and death records,
emphasising the need 10
maintain original registers
and relared documents se
curely and to ensure that
all manual centificates are
duly verified against the

corresponding  registers

hefore digitisation.

Uptick in digital coples
Due to the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls where birth

certificates are among the

accepted identity docu-
ments, several birth and |

death registration units are
seing an upsurge in re-

prove the date of birth for
various services such ad-
mission 10 educational n-
stitutions,  government
jobs, marriage
among others. Hospitals
are required to report each
birth within 21 days.

The Union Home Minis-
try is et o infroduce a Bill
in the Monsoon session of

1
L
I
f
1
|
I
I

Parliament to amend the |

Registration of Births and
Deaths Act, 2023, to make

provisions of delayed regis-/|

trathon more stringent.
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