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Improve food quality, 
serve better-quality 
paneer: Guv to uniy 

► Continued from P1 

J GMU spokesperson Prof KK Singh said 
the dean of student welfare contacted the 
chief proctor after the governor's remarks 

and orally instructed that non-vegetarian food 
would no longer be cooked or served in hostel 
messes. Governor Patel told KGMU's convoca 
tion Monday thata team from Jan Bhawan secre 
tariatfound non-vegetarian food being cooked in 
three hostels during inspections of university 
buildings, but stopped short of ordering a ban. 

K 

The governor highlighted food quality con 
cerns, saying inspections of the hostels housing 
more than 500 students found expired spices be 
ingused in two mnesses. Calling it a serious lapse, 
she urged KGMU to tighten oversight, improve 
food quality and ensure better-quality paneer is 
served to students. Patel also directed the univer 
sity to install washing machines in all hostels. University officials said that inspection 
teams had flagged two or three issues during 
surprise checks and corrective steps, including 
action over the use of expired spices, had al 
ready been taken. 

Man accused of killing jawan, father held after 
gunfight with cops: The main accused in the 
double murder of an Army jawan and his father in 
Bihar's Banka district was arrested after a gunfight 
with police early Monday, barely a day after the 
killings that were triggered by a land dispute 
within the family. TNN 
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est Bengal's mo 
ve to exclude 
eggs from mid 
day meals has re 
vived a familiar 

debate over nutrition, food choi 
ces and religious sensitivities. 
Karnataka's experience, however. 
shows that the issue need not be 
reduced to a simple eggs-versus 
vegetarian-food binary 

Affer years of political opposi 
tion, objections from religious 
groups and administrative hurd. 
les, eggs have become a regular 
part of school meals in Karnata 
ka. Around 65% of the 47 lakh 
children enrolled in govt and ai 
ded schools now opt for eggs, whi 
le the rest are offered bananas. 

The proportion choosing eggs 
was about 50% in Sept 2024, but 
has risen since eggs began to be 
served on all six school days inste 
ad of twice a week. 

Getting The Message Across 
Offcials in the school education 
department attribute the rise in 
egg consumption partly to campa 
igns explaining their nutritional 
value. Videos, posters and other 
awareness material are regularly 
circulated in schools, while offici 
als have been asked to engage di 
rectly with parents in areas where 
uptake remains low. 

"The biggest challenge continu 
es to be resistance from certain 
Communities due to caste practi 
ces, religious beliefs and festival-re 
lated customs. Food habits are dee 
ply rooted in culture, so participa 
tion cannot be forced. Our role is 
only to create awareness. We hope 
eggconsumption willriseto 80-85% 
by next year:" said a senior oficial 
in the department. 

The prOgramme remains vo 
luntary Schools serve eggs only af 
ter obtaining written consent from 
parents, and children who do not 
eat them are offered alternatives. 

APilot Born OfA Crisis 
Theturning point came in Dec 2021, 
when eggs were introducedundera 
centrally sponsored initiative to 
tackle malnutrition. 

Seven of Karnataka's 31 dis 
tricts qualified for the interven 
tion. The proportion of children af 
fected by malnutrition and anae 
mia in those seven districts ranged 
from 68% (in Vijayapura) to 74% (in 
Yadgir). The pilot covered 14.4 lakh 
students from classes 1 to 8. 

The programme cost roughly 
Rs 40 crore, of which the Centre bo 
re0%.Eggs were provided for four 
months at Rs 6 per child, on 12 days 
ach month. Schools also monito 
red children's height and weight. 

The decision immediately ran 
nto opposition. Several religious 
laders and mutts urged the BJP 
B then in ofice to withdraw it. 

How Karnataka put eggs on the 
'school menu, six days a week 

AwarenesS campaigns and pilot programmes have seen more students opt for eggs in their midday meal, 
with the state govt doubling down on evidence linking it to stronger health and nutrition outcomes 

Eggs being served as part of midday meal scheme to students at a govt school 
in Mysuru district of Karnataka 

The Lingayat Dharma Mahasabha 
said it did not oppose people eating 
eggs but objected to their being ser 
ved in schools. Other organisations 
also demanded a reversal. 

The govt allowed the pilot to 
continue, and the evidence that 
followed strengthened the case for 
expansion. 
Evidence Shifts The Debate 
The Karnataka State Rural Deve 
lopmentand Panchayat Raj Univer 
sity studied 9,000 children in 60 schools. Half were in Yadgir, where 
children received eggs or bananas, 
and the rest in Gadag, where eggs 
were not served. Among girls in 
Yadgir, 86% gained between 0.9kg 
and 3.6kg. Boys recorded average 
weight gains of up to 1.7kg more 
than their counterparts in Gadag. 

The school education depart-
ment also reported a 6-7% rise in 
attendance on days when eggs we 

Government Institute 0f Medical Sclences (GIMS) Meide Catan Buddha Naga 

re served. More than 91% of the 
children preferred eggs, while the 
rest chose bananas or chikki (pea 
nut brittle). 

Encouraged by these findings. 
the Basavaraj Bommai-led BJP 
govt expanded the programme to 
all districts in July 2022, providing 
eggs twice a week under the PM 
Poshan Shakti Nirman scheme. 

TIMES Special 

The programme was scaled up 
again in 2024 under the Congress 
govt led by Siddaramaiah, with 
eggs being served on all six school 
days. The expansion was suppor 
ted by a Rs 1,500-crore grant from 
the Azim Premji Foundation, 
which agreed to fund the additio 
nal four days for three years. 

Expansion Brings New issues 
The increase in egg days has also 
exposed weaknesses in the pro 
gramme's design. 

In urban areas, schools com 

Source: Azim Premji 
Unlversity 

Eggs Vs The Alternatives 
ComparableDrotein 
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monly depend on NGOs to supply 
midday meals. Some do not serve 
eggs, leaving school authorities to 
make separate arrangements. He 
admasters and teachers must 
identify vendors, procure eggs 
and ensure that they are cooked 
and distributed. 
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Source: ICMR, USDA 

The reimbursement given 
stands at Rs 6per egg. Actual prices 
often exceed that amount, forcing 
some headmasters and teachers to 
pay the difference themselves. Pro 
curement and preparation have al 
so added to teachers' duties. 

Implementation remains une 

ven. A random audit by the Azim 
Premji Foundation found that 560 
of 762 sampled schools werenot ser 
ving eggs every day despite the six 
day mandate. 

Social resistance has not disap 
peared either There have been in 
stances of children leaving schools 
after eggs were introduced. Eleven 
schools in Dakshina Kannada said 
they could not serve eggs because 
they operated on the premises of 
temples or religious institutions. 
Acceptance, But No Certainty 
For activists who have long campa 
igned for eggs in midday meals, the 
programme's growing acceptance 
is encouraging. 

"The only protein available at a 
reasonable price is eggs. Other pro 
tein sources such as almonds and 
cashews are far more expensive It 
has been proved that the only fea 
sible solution is eggs. Now, there 
has been some consistency in the 
state regarding the distribution of 
eggs. It should continue irrespecti 
ve of the political leanings of the 
govt in the future, too," said VPNi 
ranjanaradhya, an educationist. 

The programme has survived 
changes in political leadership: it 
began asa limited intervention un 
der a BJP govt, expanded statewide 
under the same administrationand 
was scaled up further by Congress. 

Yet campaigners argue that it 
still does not rest on a secure foun 
dation. Public health specialist Dr 
Sylvia Karpagam also questioned 
why schools must separately pro 
cre eggs when meal providers do 
not supply them. 

MThe responsibility (to provi 
de eggs) is with school develop 
ment and monitoring committe 
es, who have given it to headmas 
ters and teachers. Why should tea 
chers be sitting and boiling eggs? 
Alotof teachers are now resistant 
to the idea," she said. 

A Question Of Choice 
Research by Azim Premji Universi 
ty has also supported the inclusion 
of eggs in school meals, both for 
their nutritionalvalue and because 
they can be supplied at scale. 

"It is well known that eggs are 
not just nutritious, but also logis 
tically feasible toprovide atsuch a 

MEWAT DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, NUH (HARYANA) 
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The myth of the big happy Indian family 
hejuy is still out on whether Indians are indeed the most family-oriented people in the world. Intergenerational families that travel together, 

carrying their own food and dancing their dances, Would make everyone think so. There is also the great Indian wedding where relatives, thrice removed, behave as integral body parts. The Indian family system still works within Asia's largely collectivistic culture. Which is why the growing number of elderly abuse cases should raise eyebrows forit ruptures the foundational principle of family: burden-sharing. 
The Bombay High Court recently established that 

parents, irrespective of their financial status, can 
reverse a gift deed made to their children should they 
feel a breach of the underlying familial contract. The 
court ruled in favour of parents who had transferred 
property on the understanding that their son would 
care for them. They later alleged that the arrangement 
had broken down, forcing them to leave their home. 
They moved the tribunal, invoking the Maintenance 
and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, 
which cancelled the gift deed. The court rejected the 
son's petition to overturn the tribunal's decision. 
Indian society's realities are far removed from 

perception. If perceptions of the big fat Indian family 
were correct, a country, where a majority follows a 
belief system where parental authority is almost 
divine, wouldn't need constitutional protections for 
the elderly. Experts say only one in 24 cases of elder 
abuse is formally reported, making the problem more 
common than it appears. The court's intervention has 
thus addressed a largely invisible domestic issue and 
sought to protect the interests and dignity of the 
elderly parents. 

R/2018-19-20 'LIcensed to p 
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DATA POINT 

Abhishek Shaw 

an India's official statistics 
detect large-scale undocu 
mented migration? Undoc 

umented migrants may evade law, 
but can they evade the Census? If 
millions of them are living in India, 
they must appear somewhere in 
the country's oficial statistics. Un 
ion Minister of Parliamentary Af 
fairs Kiren Rijju told Parliament 
that "As per available inputs, there 
are around 20 million illegal Ban 
gladeshi migrants staying in In 
dia". Then, they must come across 
enumerators during the Census. 
What might an undocumented mi 
grant do in such an encounter? 

Evidence using official Census data suggest that there is no surge of undocumented migrants from Bangladesh, at least between 1991 and 2O11 

They can respond in three 
ways: avoid or duck the Census al 
together, contributing to coverage 
error; be counted but report India 
rather than Bangladesh as the 
place of birth, creating measure 
ment error; or report the place of 
birth truthfully. 

Is the undocumented migrant counted? 

Each of these choices leaves a 
diferent mark in the data, which 
can be checked. Together, this pro 
vides a simple framework for ask 
ing whether India's official data are 
consistent with the claimed scale 
of undocumented migration. But a 
framework based on birthplace 
has a built-in limit: the Census re 
cords where a person was born, 
not whether they entered legally. 
The same "born in Bangladesh" 
category contains citizens, visa 
holders, and the undocumented 
alike, with nothing to tell them 
apart. What the data can speak to, 
then, is scale: whether a popula 
tion of the claimed size exists at all. 

Ducking 
Ducking is hiding from the enum 
erator atogether. But hiding is not 
the only way to duck. A subtler 
version, for example, is to tell the 
enumerator "I don't actually live 
here; I will be counted at my uSual residence elsewhere" and then not 
to be counted at that other place 

CM 

either. The outcome is the same, 
an omission, which is exactly what 
the Census is built to detect via the 
Post Enumeration Survey (PES). 
This has been conducted after ev 
ery Census to estimate coverage 
error and reasons for measure 
ment eTors. 
The 2011 PES finds a net omis 

sion of 23 persons per 1,000 na 
tionally, or 2.3%, unchanged from 
2001 (up from 1.8% in 1991). The 
Eastern zone, with States border 
ing Bangladesh and where "infl 
tration" claim is concentrated, is 
best covered (Table 1). What can 
be said confidently is that the pop 
ulation missed by enumeration is 
small, stable across the decades, 
and smallest at the border. This 
leaves little room for the unenum 
erated population of the scale the 
political claim requires. 

govermments as revenue 

Misreporting 
The second option-being enumer 
ated but recording one's birth 
place as India rather than abroad 
is the one that costs the least and 
can be neither verified nor refuted 
at the point of enumeration. But it 
has an implication: a person who 
misreports is still a person the 
Census has counted. This is what 
would be termed measurement er 
ror. They remain in the total popu 
lation, in the count by religion, 
and in the age and sex tables, but 
the birthplace entry is false. 

I, for example, large numbers 
of undocumented Muslim mi 
grants were doing this, the effect 
would not be a hidden population 
but an inflated one-a Muslim pop 
ulation, and with a rate of popula 
tion growth, larger than natural in 
crease and diferential fertility can 
account for-and concentrated in 
the border districts. That inflation 
has been examined in an earlier 
article in The India Forum, which 
found no such signature. If misre 
porting were hiding a large mi 
grant inflow, it would surface as 
border-concentrated Muslim 
growth beyond what fertility ex 
plains. The counts showed growth 
that is moderate, fertility-consis 

tent, and geographically dispersed 
instead. 

Truthful Responses 
The third option is to report their 
place of birth truthfully with the 
belief that the Census enumera 
tion is anonymous and does not 
put them at risk. Migrant stock is a 
widely used measure to keep track 
of levels of migration. A person en 
umerated in India, but born in 
another country is considered a 
migrant in this measure. 
The composition of the migrant 

stock in India has seen substantial 
declines of those born in Bangla 
desh and Pakistan, with large in 
creases in that of Nepal (Chart 1). 
However, despite decline in overall 
migrant stock, about half of India's 
has consistently been Bangladesh 
born persons. 

In the last three Censuses, 
roughly 94% of all India's Bangla 
desh-born residents lived in the 
five border States (West Bengal, 
Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya, and 
Mizoram); a share that barely 
movèd even as the national Ban 
gladesh-born population itself fell 
by nearly one-third from about 4.0 
million to 2.7, million. 

Table 2 shows data from dis 
tricts in the Eastern States border 
ing Bangladesh. Both by share ảnd 
by absolute numbers across these 
districts, migrants who are over 
whelmingly from Bangladesh are 
ageing and likely dying out. The 
younger age-groups show meagre 
numbers. Much of this population 
arrived during Partition in 1947 or 
the Bangladesh War in 1971. That 
generation is now elderly, and its 
numbers are falling chiefly be 
cause its members are dying. 

ramakrishnan.t@thehindu.co.in 

Thus, the evidence using official 
data, in all its forms, suggest that 
there is no surge ofundocumențed 
migrants from Bangladesh, at least 
between 1991 and 2011. 

The Census cannot tell us there 
are no undocumented migrants 
from Bangladesh. What it does tell, 
as checked in three different ways above, is that there are not 20 mil lion of them. 

Exaggerated claim 
Abhishek Shaw 
is a faculty 
member with in 
the Economics 
Group in School 
of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, 
Azim Premji 
University (APU). 
The content and 
opinions expressed 
are the author's and 
are not necessarily 
endorsed by or 
reflect the views 
of APU 

TABLE 1: 
This shows 
the net 
omission 
rates in each 
of the six 
zones (as 
defined by 
Census) in 
2011 
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CHART 1: This shows the share of people, whose place of birth was not lIndia, counted in the last three Census 
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TABLE 2: This shows the number of people in different age groups and their share in total migrant stock in the districts in Eastern States bordering Bangladesh 
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Oxford First to 
Begin Ebola 
Vaccine Trial 

Teena Thacker 

New Dellhi: In a significant move 
in the global esponse to the ongo 
ing Ebola outbreak in Africa, the 
University of Oxford's vaccine can didate has become the first angainst 
Bundibugyo ebolavirus to enter 
Phaselclinical trials. The trial will evaluate the safety 
and imune response of the ChA 
dOxi BDBV vaccine in 50 healthy 
volunteers aged 18 to 55. 
The candidate uses the same viral 

vector platform as the Oxford/ Ast 
raZeneca Covid-19 vaccine, credited 
with saving over six million lives in 
its first year: To support the rapid 
launch of the study andprogression 
of the vaccine candidate into clini 
cal evaluation, Serum Institute of 
India (SI) has manufactured and 
stockpiled approximately 620,000 
doses of the ChÁdOx1 BDBV vacci 
ne candidate in twO weeks for poten 
tial future use and has supplied 
4,000 investigational doses for this 
Phase I trial, the company said in a 
statement. "The ongoing Bundibu 
gyo outbreak continues to devastate 
affected communities," said Profes 
sor Teresa Lambe OBE,lead investi 
gator "Our team has worked tire 
lessly with global partners to deve 
lop this candidate, demonstrating 
how collaborative partnerships 
enable rapid response." The Bundi 
bugyo outbreak is now the third-lar 
gest Ebola outbreak on record, with 
cases continuing to climb. The Coa 
lition for Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovationshas committed $8.6mil 
lion to advance vaccine develop 
ment. The programme builds on 
CEPI's strategic partnership with 
the University of Oxford and SII's 
participation in CEPI's Vaccine Ma 
nufacturing Facility Network" 
Adar Poonawalla, CEO, SII, said, 

"During outbreaks, speed, prepa 
redness and global collaboration 
are essential to advancing vaccine 
candidates quickly and responsibly. 
We are proud to contribute to this ef 
fort alongside CEPI, the University 
of Oxfordand other partners". 
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Comprehensive sex edu coming 
SOon to schools, govt tells SC 

AmitAnandchoudhary 
@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: The long-stan 
ing taboo around sex educa 
tion is finally set to end in In 
dia, with the subject poised to 
become a formal partof scho 
olcurriculum. 

The govt on Monday told 
the Supreme Court it is agree able to introâuCe"ompreter 
sİve sez edcatin" in schools/ 
oleges as recamTEeriei bja Comnitee and it Wli te 

reoeived fm theI 
Appearing tetre a benst f JusticeBV rstnz 

and R zhadern,ititkre 
s0lícitor gerr Aiswzs 
Bhati saíd gr KIESS 

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE IN CORE SYLLABUS 
>Report by 26-member panel 
saggests subject on 'child 
sexual abuse' be made part of 
core syllabus in schools 
> Adolescest education 
Caricum includes concepts 
such as gender equality, health 
and hygiene, cyber safety, emotioral well-being, and age 
appropriate components of sex 
esin, report says 
>Coacegs such as cosemt 
may be euded fo younger 
terpt, wních will be imp 
etx6Ahe untry. 

The reI IAs ben filed 
ía Sapiiane with the apez 
HRIIt's der wxplore ways 

groups and introduced in a 
sensitive manner at secondary 
stage in a medico-legal 
framework,' report says 
> Progressive, age-specific 
framewok for all topics, 
especíally consent, must be 
adopted, it further says 
> Panel says basic concepts of safety, body parts and hygiene 
& concepts like safeunsale 
touch may be introduced 
from foundational stage 
number of cases of mínor 
pregnancy and adolescent lo 
ve from being crimínalised 
under POCsO. 
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• DEMOGRAPHY 

Morebirths, deaths bcing 
recorded: Benefits, gaps 
EXPERT EXPLAINS 
MORADHVAJ DHAKAD 
SCIENTIST, MARIE CURIE RESEARCH FELLOW 
AT MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE FOR 
DEMOGRAPHIC RESEARCH, GERMANY 

NDIA OFFICIALLY recorded more than 
99% of its estimated births and deaths in 
2024, accordingto the latest official datare 
leased earlierthis month. This marks a sig 
nificant increase in coverage in around a 
decade. 

Data on births, deaths and stillbirths are 
recorded under a continuous and compul 
sory mechanism known as the Civil Regis 
tration System (CRS). I serves as a founda 
tional source of India's population data -
how marypeople are beingborn, howmany 
are dying, where these events are occurring, 
and so on--for the accurate estimation of 
mortality, fertility and sexX ratio at birth. 

India nearing universal registration sig 
nals movement towards building asystem 
in which every birth and death can be 
cOunted, certified, and ultimately used to 
inform public policy. 
What has the path to universal 
registration been like? 

The CRS has been legally operational 
since 1970, though the coverage and com 
pleteness of reporting were historically 
poor. The system operates under the Reg 
istration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969, 
which was amended in 2023. Births and 
deaths are ordinarily required to be re 
ported within 21 days. In h0spitals, the 
medical officer in charge or an authorised 
official is responsible for reporting such 
events. For events at home, responsibility 
generally lies with the head of the house 
hold or another prescribed informant. 

Untll 2000, India registered only 56% of 
births and48%of deaths. By201A, this flgure 
rOSe to around 866%and72.5%, respectively. Registration coverage also varied con 
slderably, both by rural-urban location and 
across states. 

The latest CRS report, from the Offilce of 
the Registrar General and Census Commis 
sloner of India under the Home Minlstry, shows coverage approaching 100%. In 
2024, birth registration reached 99.1% and 

•LEVEL OF REGISTRATION 
OF BIRTHS, 2024 
States in grey have at least 
90.1% registration of births 

STATES SUCHas Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Himachal Pradesh, and Goa achieved 
universal birth registration coverage by the 
early 2000s. 
BUT DEATHregistration coverage lagged. 
Only Goa, Mizoram, and Kerala achieved 
universal coverage by that p atperiod. 
TODAY, MOST states have very high rates of 
registration of births. 

death registration reached 99.4%. Death 
registration has historically lagged behind 
birth registration, but it has since caught 
up rapidly. This marks a major shift for a 
country that historically had incomplete 
civil registration and relied heavily on sur 
veys to estimate fertility and mortality. 

The improvement is also visible across 
states. In 2024, 18 states and Union Terri 
tories achieved 100% birth registration, 
while21states andUTsachieved 10O0%death 
registration. 
Why does the data matter? 

A complete CRS is one of the most im portantSOurces ofvital statistics, It isacru cialinput for administrative use, assessing the impactofhealth and social policies, and understandingtrendsin fertility, mortality, and population change. 
Timely registratlon of births and deaths can provide real-time information on demographic changes and population 

health. For example, duringa health cnsis 
ike the Covid-19 pandemlc, timely repor 
ting of deaths was cruclal for ldentifying 
high-risk areas and controlling the spread 
of the disease. CRS ls also important for 
understandingseasonal mortality changes, 
drtven by high temperatures and polution. Because of the CRSs historlcally poor 
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Improved counting of births and deaths could transform demographic 
and public-health planning,butthe 
system and data. still raise questions 

health schemes. The expansion of schemes, particularly the e PM-JAY, has in-creased l coverage amongpo0rer and vul-nerable households. Families alsO Tequire death certificatess for pensions, insurance, inheritance, propertyt y transfer, bank ac-counts andother admnistrative processe 
Digitisation may have also playedamie 

The Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment), Act, 2023, marked Janimpor-
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coverage, Indiahas traditionally depended 
heavily on the Census, the Sample Regis 
tration System (SRS), and household sur 
veys for estimates. But the Census is con 
ducted only once every 10 years, and 
sample surveys do not provide reliable an 
nual estimates at the district level. 

Acomplete CRS cansupport local plan-
ning under decentralised governance, since district and sub-districtlevel dataare 
farmore useful for programme design than 
national orstate-level estimates alone. Reg istrations also enable individuals to prove 
their identity from a legal standpoint. 

What explains the shift in data? 
The rapid rise in registration is likely 

due to a combination of factors. 
For births, the increase in institutional deliveries in hospitals or health facilities, 

ncreasingmortapost-delivery benefits, is an makingthe event more ikely to be reported and registered. Birth cerificates are also noW necessary for school admission, ldentity documents, welfare benefits and other official pur poses, strongly incentivislng registration. slmllarly, death reglstration may have increased because more people are access 

tant step by the Govenment of Indiat. 
wards making civil registration more com. 
plete, timnely, and accessible. 

expanded health Insurance and publlc 

By makingthe birth certificate an esse. 
tial document for education and enl 
ment forAadhaarand voter ID, the amend. 
ment gives families a strong incentiveto 
register every birth. However, mucha 
depend on effectiveimplementation, đậ: 
tal access, and consistent monitoring 

The state-level variations canbetrzi 
to differences in socioeconomic devel 
ment, public awareness, institutional it 
livery, health-system access and admit's 
trative capacity. States are responsible ír 
the registration machinery. 

What gaps remain? 
First, regional disparities remain a 

major concern. 
Second, timely registration is a cta 

lenge. Many births and deaths are nd 
istered within the prescribed21-dayperiti 

Themost important gap concems iniat 
death registration. The report showst 
84.2% of registered infant deaths ocqu 
in ubanareas, compared with only 15831 
ruralareas. Since a large share ofpopulana 
still lives in rural areas, where eariy-agent 
tality is higher, this pattern may indic 
under-registration ofinfant deaths. 

Then there is the quality of informahd 
Registeringadeath is not the samneas rot 
ing a medically certified cause of dea! 
Many deaths may still lack reliable mei 
certification, limiting the usefulnes ofC 
for disease and mortality analysis. 

Finally, the completeness of death re 
İstration is itself estimated using SRS İ 
ures. However, previous studies hart 
shown that the SRS undercounts bo0 
births and deaths, which may lead to a 
overestimation of CRS overag 

Bullding on the progress ts far, e next stage ofimprovement must(bcus tio only on coverage but also its guality 
cluding timely registration, accurate re ords, and responsible use of distal data. 

ing formal healthcare, Including through for recording internal migratlon, whic 
India could further consldera systen 

would strengthern administrative puu 
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