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| With an estimated 20.6

million new cases and
close to 10 million deaths
annually, cancer remains
the second leading cause
of death globally after car-
diovascular disease, the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s (WHO) first ever sur-
vey of people affected by
cancer, released on Wed-
nesday, said.

~ Beyond its impact on
health, cancer remains
one of the most financially
and socially devastating
challenges a household
can face, the report said.
The WHO survey found
that at least 45% of affected
people experience finan-
cial hardship, more than
half report mental health
challenges, and nearly all

caregivers report strain, in-

cluding unpaid services
and social isolation.
The Global Status Re-

port on Cancer, 2026, re-
leased by the WHO and the
International Agency for
Research on Cancer, warns
that, without action, an-
nual cases of cancer are
projected to rise to nearly
35 million by 2050.

The report also indi-
cates persistent and widen-
ing inequities in access to
prevention, diagnosis,
treatment, and supportive

care, leaving millions of pe-

ople without the services
they need. Its analysis
shows that while 87% of
women with breast cancer
survive at five years after
their diagnosis in high-in-
come countries, only
about 42% do so in low-in-
come countries. Fewer
than one in three countries
currently include cancer
care in their universal
health coverage packages.
“Cancer is a deeply per-
sonal disease that touches
nearly all of us. But wheth-
er a Person survives cancer

should never depend on
where they were born oOT

what they earn,” WHO Di-
rector-General Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said,
adding, “The inequities
documented in this report
are not inevitable; they are
the consequence of choic-
es, and they can be re-
versed through stronger
and unified action.”

The burden of cancer
varies across regions. In
2024, Asia accounted for
the largest share, with
more than half of all cancer

cases (50.7%) and deaths

(56.5%) reflecting its large
population. Europe car-
ried a disproportionately
high burden, contributing
21% of global cases and
20% of deaths despite hav-
ing only about 9% of the
world’s population. In con-
trast, many countries in
Africa and parts of Asia ex-
perience lower incidence
but  disproportionately
high mortality.
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One in five

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Cancer will affect
one in five people during their
lifetime and touch the lives of
nearly everyone, according to the
World Health Organization's
(WHO) Global Status Report on
Cancer 2026.

The report, released on Tues-
day, warns that the global cancer
burden is rising rapidly and that a
person's chances of surviving the
disease are increasingly shaped
by where they live and their eco-
nomic circumstances.

“Our experience of the disease
and chances of surviving now
depend less on the stage or biol-

ng.rnf our disease than on where
wemte and our economic circum-

.l stances,” the report said.

Globally, 20.6 million people
were diagnosed with cancer in

CHZA, including 195 million new

cases excluding non-melanoma
skin cancer. Of these, 9.9 million
cases were reported among men
and 9.6 million among women.
The number of new cancer diag-
noses is projected to rise to 35
million annually by 2050.
Cancer continues to pose a
major public health challenge in
India as well. According to data
from the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research-National Institute of
Cancer Prevention and Research
(ICMR-NICFR), around 2.5 mil-
lion people are currently living
with cancer in the country. Every
year, nearly 700,000 new cancer
cases are registered and about
556,400 people die from the dis-
ease. Around 71% of all cancer-re-
lated deaths occur among people
aged 30 to 69 years.

The report also highlights the
far-reaching impact of cancer on
families and caregivers. Looking
at the effects of a cancer dmgrmsas

ople will develop
| cancer in their lifetime: WHO

on close family members, it esti-
mates that roughly 92% of people

bally will be affected by cancer
at least once in their lifetime.

Across all settings, a cancer
diagnosis often leads to signifi-
cant hardship, the report noted.

"The psychosocial burden of
cancer is profound and pro-
longed: respondents to the global
survey report significant disrup-
tions to emotional well-being,
interpersonal relationships, and
social functioning; approximatety
50% report having lost close rela-
tionships, 60% experience dis-
tress, and 50% of caregivers
report symptoms of prolonged
erief,” it said.

New WHO estimates on breast
and childhood cancer survival
reveal stark global inequalities. In
high-income countries, where
cancers are more likely to be

detected early, five-year net sur-
vival rates now exceed B5%.
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States mnmbute disproportionately more to welfare schemes |

| DATA POINT ]

Bevati Maghal,
Rafendram Naryanan

overmment expersdinine an
G wd.l'mm, B 8okl
refTHing mense-

h'dlhllﬂ Whale some cridcs call
It & Ascal ‘bisden’, others call ira
fxcall ‘comenidiveens’, In line wath

creaneg & “rights-bassd” welfarg

ritfitie. Over the lasi decada, ho- |

wever, the sonphisis has shified
away froen rights towards cash
mransfers, A recent handbok af
waldfare In Iedia called Bralising
R:p'uh}'l.‘ne Centre for the Snady
e Indian Economy, Azim
Fremii Universicy, traces the histe-
ry and budgetary Enphications of
key central welfae programmis.

Chrart | shiows Unidon s Seate
goverrament allceations o weifare
lieimes in the Grandal yeas 005
26, Uniom allocadions &re dvawe
from the Espendilure Budget
2025246, ewcepe for the Materniry
Enmlements scheme JFRMYY,
which is taken from the Parkamen-
tary Standing Commrtes Report
M 377 Babelevel  allocaross
acruss schemes are nol avalahle in
ons goaroy; the 203506 Sgures
herve thenefiore been collased from
maaltiple sources.

For e1se of présentition, socal
justice and empowerment, 1rikxal
affairs amd ménority affairs are
grouped ogether, as are Inoegra:
ed Child Dewlopment Servioes

(CD5), the PMMVY and the Pablic |
CHstribution Sysiem (FOSE Stateal-

lpeagtons for secisd justice and tri-
hal affairs &re drremn froi the RE]
darahase, while thase for misarity
affairs are unavailable anid thate:

'mm.meﬂm"ﬂm

the ICIS are centrally sponsored
m]m,mﬂmnmutmm
0% of the cast and States 409,
The Mahatma Gandhi Nariceal Ry
ml Employment Guoarantes Act
(MGHEREGA was funded [na 3030

CH
i =K

i 05 peplicement with die VR-
GEAM G Ao will sl ek mors
b0 Staies” ooty Bgrtiom,
 Staves” share of schosd educa
bIJlmd.!.mngumnuﬁgm
| ed Expendimure on Educatie
Health expendinere i based on
Staternent 37 of RE] Sapte Fisanc:
ex, whilis Stste food subsidy spend:
=g i v from fhe kch Foance
Commission repors,

Tahble | shires Union spendfing
an PM Klean, the Mabemal Socigl
Asslsrance Frogramens NSAR, Fi
nance Commisgion granks i beesld
bodies, amd Stsee spending om
cash vransfers, &ccording 1o the
Hth Fisance Commibssien Eeport,
States spent B 44 |akh crore om
conditional casy transiers.

Takbile 2 sammarises wotal Lnion
and ftale expendinee on e
schemes and secrom eovered in
Chart 1 &85 Tablbe 1. Combined af
locations for these mlactad wek
Fare schemes in 2005 26 amodsind
o B2 20 lakeh croee; of 6.77% of
GOF, wich the Unioi pevermmesst's
comiribution scosarding for just
LR of GDE. Whils real sxpendi-
tare on soclal services has S
cregsed over Hime, e Unkon g
vermmmeni's share has remained
largely stagnamt {Chart 2), with
Abhough s i 1 GDP i

[EEA =]

o middle-income
coigyiries, It Bgs Behind an social
| security as a share of its GOP,

While tax revenues favoar the

Uniom g-m'tn'l.ul&nl._. e ooms of

fimding falls

disproporionsteh: om
Sraes whe already face hudger
constrainds. Putting forth & sieong
| macrneconomic case for increased
‘wﬁlﬂ apending, a necent
T
|

paper in the Ecomomit amd Polilica!

eyche of causamion wWith slocess in
oo tending fo promobs success in
| the nther'. The Union govennmess
mnist incresse it fscal comn-
| meng oo dhe sodda] sector bo erene
| that the welfizrs negiow aligs with
constinatonal precepes.
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72 p. of school children
ha»{e dental diseases wne ™

New Delhi, July 7: Based on the findings of a
survey conducted by it, the Consumer Council
of India, has claimed that most of the
toothpastes manufactured and marketed by
multinational corporations in the country are
only-tooth-cleaners without containing any
ingredient to prevent diseases of the gums.
The consumer Council has said that in spite of
using toothpastes 90 per cent of the people
| suffer from gum trouble and this clearly shows
that ingredients useful for toning up of gums are
missing in the toothpastes now being marketed.

What adds weight to these findings is that
dental specialists were associated in the survey.
Dr. O.P. Bhalla, Registrar of Dental Council of
India led the survey in which were associated
Dr. 5. D. Ratra, member, Dental Council and Dr.
B.K. Kohli, President-elect of Indian Dental
Association.

The survey has revealed that 72 per cent of
school-going children are suffering from
orthodontia disease that is deterioration of teeth
due to lack of mastication. Besides, 70 per cent
of school-going children were found to be
suffering from caries (dental decay). In rural
areas, however, 20 per cent of the people were

* suffering from caries and 50 per cent from
peri-dental diseases. This is attributed to the
practice among villagers of cleaning their teeth
with datoons or herbs. In regard to prices, the
survey report says the actual cost of
manufacture including all expenditure should

not exceed Rs 3.50 for a g%mt sized tﬂﬂthpasﬁq_
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Decline In Poverty, Unem

Aok Wi
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Mow Delhl: Delhi has registe
ped an improvement in the
pnewhorn survival rate over
the past decade, with the neo-
nata] mortalicy rabe falling to
14.1 deathes per LO0D Live blrihs
im 2024 from £5 & in 305 Howe-
ver the maternal mortallty
mtio bas increseed to 8 de
aths per one lakh Lve births
fram &7 in 2m5, according Lo
Deihi State Indicates Fram:
ework: Swarns Report 2085, e
leased by govt this weel,

Maternal mortality has
gponeupdespite asignificani-
Iy higher proportion al’ wo-
men now giving birth i bo-
spitals and health facilities
ander thecare of skilied per-
sonnel: from Bd.4% in 206 16
05.1% in 204

[ir Sumit Chalravarty as-
socinte director  pasdiatrics
and head necmatalogy, Asian
‘Haospital, abd, "We nead Det-
e primary health care, fhme-
Iy antenatal care amd quality
postraatal folkrw-ap came Sach
desithe are preventable and oo-
uld be substantially redoced
through Hmely polley sction
and mupil Implemeniation. A
safe start bo Life should be a
right for every mother and
child. and this must cortinon
b e g national public keakth
prioring” said Chaloravarty

Delhi govt has peepared
the peport to track the capiial's
progress towards  aitaining
the United Mations (LN} Sus-
tainable Dewelapment Goals
Ty 230, and the report provi-
e an indicator-besed ResRes-
ment of the cily-state’s perfor-
mance goross 17 parameters,
such & po poverty, qualify
aducation, gender equality cil-
ate e, pesoe and justioe

Neonata
Maternal Death Ratio Up In

ployment Rate; Improvement In Education: Report

‘ HOW DELHI HAS CHANGED OVER PAST DECADE
POVERTY AND FOOD SECURITY JOBS, GENDER AMD
wuitidimensional | “Women Indistress' | Children under’s ROAD SAFETY
| poverty pension beneficiaries matisq5 | Unempleyment rate
4.9% - 9% 2N %
N5 B - .
1"‘ 4 ? . | 264 s i
\ FHES }
e .-_ﬁil I i
- :-.\It[. # IS ..__ o |
| I-q,-.l 33_'._ﬁ=.|'.t._’-;r¢ | I TR I (PR 2]
——— | Labour force participation
1I~ {15-50 years)
; 5; | Wi M-
A S =
| T lusting  Usderweight| 499« 5L5%
I x -
I'EH.THAHDIIII.IH.'HIIH Mabernsl Mortality S ratio at birth
institutional defiveres Ratio per 2,00,800 A iy PATTEEEE
i 2024 live births 90
F ap, 2815 1
m & =8 £ il FEEEEREmEEE . H'mﬂniﬂ.-'ﬁhl:lilli
| e’ masammsme e g 1105%
— EEnEHRERE e
DS ENEEED 1%
Meonatal Mortafity Rate par e |
1504 live births JEEEUEE Wamen GounCilors
1015 - iia MCD
EEEEEETEERE 158 Canin et oy i
Hitd . el B S =
ErEapETT 141 rERES 529% 54%
ngl'ereduuﬁnnmtmntmﬂu Demue CASES Read accidents |
ris-b6 T AT 45.6% 15847
-3 Sl | i 5573
Computers for beaching 6391
MA5-16 =1 200415 ﬁ*“ﬁ' F
839, M
Souires el Sl Izt Framewori Sk Brpon! BES s el el iL ] M |

The repart is intended o help
policymakers  monitor  pro-
gress, ideatify gaps and giride
pwidence hased planning.
The repari points 1o broa:

der improvements n edoc
tioer and soclal development,
hogh of which are mpected to
have lmplicatiems for publie
health. Access to ebecricily

and digital infrastructure in
schonls have Dacome nearly
universal, while higher sdu-
cutioh enrolment Bap

Dielhl has also made pro-

| Mortality Down, But

City

gress in poverty reducton
and food security with adeclk
ne [n multidimensional po
verty and expanaion of social
speurity suppart for wamin
indistress, while coveTaEean
dar the Mational Pood Securi-
{w Act has become universal,
Child nuirition indicators
ghow mixed mends, with
chromdie malnuirition decli-
ning even as prevalmee of
childhood wnderweight e
rrained largehy unchangad
Empoyment  condifions
hawve improved with ower job-
lessnses and highar laboar fi-
oo participation. Se ratio st
hirth has shown gradual in-
provement. Fosd aocidents
havedeclined ower thedecade,
reflecting gains innoed safoty
Tn the eriirommartd seciar,
[edhi ks expanderd electrse
mability with the mumber of
registered wvehlcles incres-
ging frofm 24,420 in TG 10
over 4 laEh in HE-25,
Munlcipal waste mans-
pement has improved with
the pereentage of Waste pro
cegsad going wp from 52% 10
5% during the same period.
The percentage of WaTds
with 1% door-io-doar was-
tecollection hasshat upfrom
B % in 2016 o 100 % in 2085,
Air pollotion Teweds b
lerated comparsd with a
decade apo, though they re-
main above (e national stan-
dard, Delhi'’s forest cover 258
percentage of its total &rea
has imereased from 2T% in
M5 to 13:2% n 2023, Ground-
waler mxtraction hias eased,
“Orvermll, the report sug:
geats Delhi has made messw
rahle across several
social and environmental in-
dicarors, but e b= 5 need to
consoidate gains inmaternszl
‘hesaltheane " amofficial il
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New Delhi: The new Delhi
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (DCPCR) cha-
irperson, Om Prakash Vyas,
putlined his priorities a day
after taking charge, saying
the commission would adopt
a proactive, field-based app-
roach in tackling child rights
violations, rather than wai-
ting for complaints tobefiled.
“Hiv bop priorities will be
addressing cases under the
WPodso Act, child labour, drug
abuse and peddling involving
children, and instances of
what is commonly referred to
as'lovejihad’. This month, we

EHW J4INm ralniali, «JNarcda
Kalan 32.5mm, Pusa 30.5mm,

will start with Pocso
awarensss. We will
not wait for compla-
ints to reach us, Our
teams will conduct -
eld visits to identify
vialnerable children,
high-rizk areas and
streets, and intervene
proactively. We also plan to
map school dropeuts and
wiork bn coordination with the
human rights commission
ard other departments to
sirengiien child protection
mechanisms across Delhi”
Vyas told TOI Wednesday.
Vyas brings decades of #x-
periencein childrightsand hu-
man rights. He was previously

DALY &l T 2alll, Aya
Magar 22.2mm, Chhatarpur

DCPCR chief’s focus on Pocso,

chalrperson of a Child
Welfare Committes in
Delhi and joint regist-
rar (law) at the Natio-
nal Human Rights
Commission {MHRC),
where he worked for

iy of Law University of
Delhi, he holds an LLH, an
LL&, & PhD in law and a mas-
ter's in human rights from
University of Sydney
CM Rekha Gupta said that
govt is not only formulating
policies for child safety bat is
alzo continuously working to
ensure their effective imple-
mentation on the ground. As

Eadlalp, 4054 cll Edl 241 LLUT 2Ly FF AL

nessed hesny rain.

child labour

part of the recently launched
Child Protection Month, all
departments have been direc-
ted to ensure the effective
implementation of the Pocso
Apt, constitute Child Protec-
tion Committess in schools,
conduct large-scale aware-
ness campaigns and streng-
then child safefy mechanism.
She sald the commission wo-
uld play a key role in making
these offorts more effect v,
During his tenure af- the
MNHEC, Yyvas played a key role
in drafting guidelines on ar-
rests, custodial deaths and en-
counter deaths, He also autho-
red & hook on bonded taboar
published by the commizsion,
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, (?omplg;}tranSplants give

Filipino twins a

Kushagra DidbEtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: For nearly two years, every hospi-
tal visit left Kelly and Tyler’s parents with the
same sinking feeling: that they were running
ot of time,

The identical twins from Philippines were
barely a few weeks old when both developed
persistent jaundice. As months passed, they
had to be repeatedly hospitalised becanss of
gastrointestinal bleeding, swollen abdomen
and poor growth. After that, unsuccessful sur-
geries back home left the parents searching
for answers beyond their country’s borders.

Thesearch eventually brought them to Delhi,

Last month, the 23-month-old twins under-
went two complex living-donor liver trans-
plants, performed 5 weelk apart at Indraprast-
ne Apollo Hospital. Their mother donated
part of her liver to one child, while their ma-
ternal uncle donated part of histothe other af-
ter their father was found medically unfit.

Today, the brothers are recovering well, play-
Lnglihehﬂa]ﬁytnddlmﬂgainandpmparhgm
refurn home. A bright Rature now beckons, one
their parents onee feared would remain elusive,

The twins were diagnosed with Choledo-
chal Cyst Type IVA, a rare cohigenital disorder
in whichbileducts inside and outslde theliver
become abnormally enlarged, blocking the
flow of bile, Left unireated, the disease gradu-
ally dostroys the liver, leading to cirrhosis and
eventually liver fallure,

“The condition affects shout one in 1lakh
children. Type IVA aceounts for less than 10%
of these cases, It is extraordinarily uncom-
mon for identieal twins to have the same rare
subtype with both requiring liver trans-
plant,” said Dr Anupam Sibal, Eroup medical
directorand senior paediatricgastroenterolo-
gistat Apollo Hospitals.

Unlike other forms of the disease, where a
SUrgery can often correct the abnormality, Ty-
peIVA affects the bile ducts within the liver it-
self. making transplantation the only definiti-
Ve lreatment onece liver failure develops.

For the surgical team in Delhi, the chal.

lenge extende bevond performing two back.
to-back paediatrie | vy

new lif

gl — . | I i

The two underwent iver transplants at a Delhi hospita

cal problems we had seen in the first, That hel-
ped us during the second surgery but the pro-
cedures remained extremely complex becau-
e the diseased bile ducts were denssly stk
to surrounding organs, and the blood vessals
required delicate reconstruction. ™

Each transplant lasted over 10 hours, Surge
ons removed the children's diseased livers befi.
re carefully implanting reduced portionsof he-
althy donor livers, small enotigh to fit inside the
abdomen of a toddler Onge of the remarkahle
aspects of living-donor liver transplantation,
doctors say, is the liver's ability to regenerate
with both donor and recipient regaining most
of the lost liver volume within months,

“The health issues started when they wers
ﬂ:nLu-mﬂhmsnltimdwehnq:lmdfmm one hospi-
tal to another Later we went toaspecial hospital
hack home where they said transplant was the
last hope, a process that's not conducted in Phi-
lippines. That's when we began exploring op-
tions," said Daisy Ann, the mother The
Eot to know about options in India from other
patients in the hoepitals they were exploring,

Doctorsat Apolln Hospitals said the case s
a reminder for parents nat to Ignore persistent
Jaundice or pale stools in infants, Early diag-
nosis, they sald can Prevent irreversible liver
damageand slgnificantly improve sutcomes.

“Seeing both our boys emile again s so-
mething that we used to pray for every day,” sa-
id Wilson, their father, adding that the treat-
ment cost them between Rs 18 lakh and Rs 25
lakh for each child,

“These boys were born together, fought t
ml—ﬂﬁdhﬂtlu P 'y PYIeEE: .
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Women exterid lead over menin
higher edu, lag in tech: Report

151k

‘Entire Net Rise

In Enrolment Of

17 LakhIn 2 Yrs
By Females'

Manash.Gohain
Etmesofindiacom

New Dwelhi: The All India
Survey on Higher Education
{AISHE) 2023-24 report, rele
asad by the education mini-
stry Wednesday, shows wo-
men consolidating theirlead
DVET Ten on access, with fi-
male GER rising to 31.2%
against male GER of 28.9%.
Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) measures enrolment
in higher education as a per-
centage of the eligible 18-23
age-group population.
Across three vesrs, the
shift is striking Female GER
moved from 28.5% in 202122 to
3.2% in 202323 and A1.2% in
Mr23-24. Male GER rose from
28.3% t0d8.9% and then stayed
it 28.9%. The female advanta-
e widened from 0.2 percanta-
& point in 2021-22 to L3 percen-
BEe paints in 202223 and 2.3
ercentage points in 2025-24.
AISHE 2023-24 records

Female GER is mare than male GER for 7th consecutive year, the report said

that "Femals GER continoes
tobemorethan mals GER for
the seventh consecutive ve
ar." The all-India Gender Pa-
rity Index also rose from 101
in 202122 1o 1M in 202223
and L0OE in 202324, confir-
ming that thisis not a one-ye-
arfluctuation.
Women now account for
2.2 crore of the total 4.5 crore
students in higher educa-
tion — 49.7% of the system.
Inabsaluteterms, femaleen-
rolment has risen from 2 ero-
re in 2021-22 o 2.1 erore in
2022-23 and 2.2 erore in 2023-
24, adding neardy 17 lakh wo-
men in two years. By compa-

rizon, total enrolment rosa
by about 17 lakh over the
same period, meaning wo-
men contriboted almost the
entirenet expansion.

Their presence: is sironger
at higher levels of study Wo-
men constitute 56.2% of post-
graduate enmolment, indica-
ting that they are not merely
envtering higher education but
also staying on beyvond the un-
dergraduste level. They also
accoumnt for 50.4% of SC enrol-
ment, 523.3% of 5T enrolment
and 49.9% of OBC enrolment.

The intersectional gains
aresignificant, SClemalsen-

rolment rose from ahout 31.7

lakh in 2021-22 1o 33.9 lakh in

2022-23 and 35.1 lakh in 2023 |

24. 8T female enralment in-

creased Mrom 134 lakh to 14.6
;M
: fir

lakh and then 15 lakh, while
OBC female enrolment clim-
bed from almost 78.2 lakh to
A5, 3 lakh and @0 lakh.

The regional spread is
equally important, In 20&3-
24, female enraolment exces-
ded maleenrolment in Bihar,
West Bengal, Telangana, Ke-
rala, Haryana, Punjab,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Assam and Uttarakhand. Bi-
har reported 14 lakh women
against 13.6 lakh men, West
Bengal 125 lakh against 12
lakh, Telangana9.1lakh aga-
inst 8.7 lakh, and Kerala 7.4
lakh against 5.4 lakh. In the
Morth East, female enrol-
ment stood at 7 lakh against
maleenrolment of 6.2 lakh.

But thesuccess story hasa
caveat. Women are doing bet-
ter in access, postgraduate
education, science, education
and medical seience, but not
yet in core technical sireams,
In undergraduate enginee
ring and technology, women
were oy 811 % of enrolment
in 202324, opmarginally from
301% in 2022-23. The access

thi
bal

rat

gap has flipped in favour of
women; the tech gap has not. (/;"
the
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‘Snakebite deaths muchfer
than estimated: [CMR study

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesofindia.com

eaths from snake bites
Dmay be much rarer

than earlier estimated,
according to an 11-state sur-
vey funded by the Indian Co-
uncil for Medical Research
(ICMR). The survey also
shows that 43% of such de-
aths occurred outside hospi-
tal settings or in transit and
that snakebite envenoma-
tion (SBE) was a disease of
impoverishment with 53% of
victims being below the po-
verty line.

According to the survey,
the mortality rate from sna-
ke bite is roughly 0.3 per
100,000 population, much lo-
wer than the earlier estimate
of 6 per 100,000 based on the
One-Million-Death study led
by the Registrar General of
India from 1998 to 2014.

An interim report of the
survey published in Nature
Communications, an open-
access scientific journal, is
based on a cross-sectional
survey in which data was col-

for a continuous pe-
riodof oneyear ineach of the
1 states with all snakebite
Vietims identified by ASHAs
and family members of vic-
tims who consented to parti-

.,

VENOM FILES

Profile of those bitten

B7% had no medical
insurance

> Avg spend ¥6,500; in pvt
hospitals 227,400

53% below poverty line
64% males

> Over 25% unskilled
labourers, similar number
in farming

cipate in the study The sur-
vey is yet to be completed in
Meghalaya and West Bengal.
“In case of snakebite, the
estimate of death in the 1-
MDS appears to be grossly
overestimated as compared to
what we have gathered from
the community, For example,
there were 31 deaths due to
SBE in Kerala (population 35
million) for the year 2024-25,
whilst based on the 1-MDS es-
timate the number of deaths
wolld have been 2100 for the
state," pointed out the study
Extrapolation of the results
from the selected sites to co-
untrywide statistics would
suggest a total incidence of
snakebite for the country at
120,852 annually, it added.
However, such a low num-
ber could be because the stu-

dy only includes 13 out of 28
statesand large stateslike Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar and Mad-
hya Pradesh are not part of
it. The highest number of fa-
talities have usually been re-
ported from Uttar Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar

India bears the largest
burden of snakebite enveno-
mation, accounting for near-
Iy half of the world's snake-
bite deaths. This is primarily
attributed to India’s large ag-
rarian population, at risk for
snake-human conflict.

The “big four” venomous
species responsible for most
envenomation in India inclu-
de the Indian cobra, common
krait, Russell’s viper, and
saw-scaled viper

The total number of sna-
kebites reported in the 25
project districts during the
study period was 7,094, Of the
2.7% who died, 57% died in a
hospital setting. Most of the
those bitten were males
(64.1%) and among age gro-
ups the highest proportion
was the 30-39 age group
(20.9%). Unskilled labour
was the most common occu-
pation among participants
(25.4%), followed by agricul-
ture/farming (24.5%). Most
of the bites (62% ) happened
during the monsoon season,

R
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rug Innovators Regain

Weight as Generics Fall Behind

Generic semaglutide sales
growth slows to 4.4% in
June; 4 innovator brands
put up a steady show

Rica Bhattacharyya
EVikas Dandekar

Mumbal: Move Mardksk's welght-
hiees GLP] devg semaplutide bran-
ded as Wegovy and Chempic am
clawing back their Iost ground
with steady month-on-month sales
growth s the frenzy of Indian ge-
nerics bagins (o wane amid a crow-
ded Geld of 31 brands.

While peneric semaglutide unit
(volume)sales growth slowed shar
ply 1o 4.4% In June from 15.8% in
May, innovator brands—driven by
four semagiutide products, Wego-
vy, Dzempic, Poviztra by Emcure,
and Abboit's Extensior—maintal:
ned a steadier growih rajectory

Meanwhile rival ELi Lilly's tir-
zepatide brands including Moun-
Jaro and Yurpeak (sold by Cipla)
grew by 5.1% inJune aftera 3.1%
rize in May, data frem PharmaT-
rac shared with ET showed.

Back in the Game
[FAVGLIRING SEMACLUTIDE

18% srar o

" much
it sles contrib PO :?f;m
whid ty & Innove- | glifference
tor semaghide rm.amrbra‘ﬁ_;m“
rands m Jone Brand recall | pererics
31 generic brands | Moo
moited | Generic semaghitide | Nordish _
82 ) |Z2000-4000 | 35660
of sales for a monts meatment | amonth

Data for June shows that inno-
vators injection growth was at
11% whilegenerics wasatb%.

“The innovators continwe o
show steady growth month on
month, indicating loyel prescri-
bar base and eligible patient on-
boarding.” said Sheetal Sapale,
VP {commercial), PharmaTrac,
“*The speed of incremental sales
by penerics has slowed down,
while inmovators continue to
grow il & steady pace”

The four innovator semaglutide
brands contribated to 18% of unit
saleg for June, while 31 generic
brands contributed o 82 %, an ear-
1w sign ol physicians’ preference 1o

prescribe inmovitor brands

Tirzepatide, though, showed ad%
dip in unit sades in June, even as
Mounjarn eantinues to be the top
selling drug in the Indlinn pharma
mearket intermsof vadue withJusne
sabis at ¥ crope, abead of GSKs
artibbotic drug Augmeartin.

Doctors and industey experts
gajd the pricingdifferance beiwe-
en generic semaghutide and the
innovator molecule from Novo
Mordizsk s mot very significant
and hence many prefer to opt for
theoriginal molecule.

“The [irst reasor is the price diffe-
rence. Pricing of Nevo Nordisk's
semaplutide injectables are not S1g-

nifleantly different from semeal
ihe top India generic brands,” snid
Viankatesh Shivane, senlor endo-
crlvologist at Mumbei's Jaslok Ho-
apital. The other reason ks prefe-
rence for innovators i pricing is
ok substantially different.

“They (Movo) are the Innovalors,
They are not bivslmllars or ganeti-
cally engineered versions, They
are the pioneers who invented the
miobecule, soclinicians would elwa-
v prefer the immnied molecule rat-
hier than a Biosimilar or blosynthe
T_'l..:prl:-d.ul,:l,"hEEllﬂﬂEd.

Aazim Maldar, consultant, en-
doerinologist and diabetologist
at Mumbai’s FD Hindwin Hospi-
tal, said the generics market has
got 50 crowded that they are ea-
ting into each other's shave. Also,
the brand recall that Oeempic
has iz not there for the genetles.
“Pegple know semagiutide as
Dzempic and many are willing to
pay alittle more." he added,

Analvsts note thot MNowe's sharp
Pl et by g bo dB%: Divomed kately
after the patent expiry of semagiu-
tide had taken the Indisn drug mao-
Kers by surprise, Effective Apcil 1,
Movo had cut Ozempic price by
6%, and Wegovy by 46% bringing
the base price of both brunds at par
gt £5,660 per maonth for treatment.
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CKDOWN ON FDCs NOT PART OF OFFICIAL DATABASE

Govt Steps Up Efforts to Curb ‘IITatlﬂnal’ Drugs

Regulators to be given
power tocancel licences,
order market withdrawal

Teena Thacker

New Delhl: The government is sst
o erack down on drugmakers wiho
soproducts are not Hsted in it Cen
tral Brug Administration databnse
s partof effarts beourb the sale aof
irrationrl  fined<dose combina:
thans {FDCs), scoording o people
farniliar with the maites

An FDC drug containg two or
more gotive ingredients ina Nxed
dosage ratlo, The drugs are dee-
med rational when claims regar-
Glng their bemelils are supporied
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by evidence based datas and clink
cal siwdies,

The Drugs Consultative Com
mittes {DCC), an expert commit
lee under the drug regulator, has
said that drug formalations not
listed in the official Central
Drugs Standard Control Organd
sation (COSCO) listand not inclu-
ded in the Indian Pharmacapoeia
{LE) 2010 or any sardier edition,
may be treated as “unapproved”,
tha people cited carlier sakd.

Tt suggested that regulatars wo-
ubd beempowered to cance] the 1i-
cence of the drugmakers concer:
ned and withdraw the products
froomn the market. The move is
part of a broader effort by the

drug advisory body io stop sale
of wnappraved for mulations.

T commivies, in its Fecenl me
eling, noted that previous go.

veramenl nterventions, incls-
ding directlons issued under Sec-
pian 2Eof the Drugs and Cosme
tics Act, had Mailed w0 prodoose
lasting compliance,

section X3P of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, HHD pmpowers
the central government o issue
direct lons Lo state |ioensing ant:
horities on regulatory matters,

The Contre has previously wsed
this power o direct siates regu-
Lators o act against wnapproved
drugs but the DCC found these di-
recllons alone hadn't produced
lasting com pliance.

The panel cancluded that a more
comprehensive Mramework was
needed to resslve the problem
“pnog and forall”.

The [T has also recommended
forming A sub-commites tasked
with examining the issue 0 fall

vt T Bt PeE T ITILICLLLL JER LEERIRAREERER
Illl'l"'"'""""“"""""""ll'l"l"'lllllIrllhllrllulllIrII|:||III'JIIIHIIIIIIIMIIHIIIIIIIHHIIELV/

T_f"i

art propesing cone rete r:tgr.llat-l:ur_'.r
measures The sub-commifiees
findings will be hrought back befo-
re the DOC for further review

The commities was Ei-:fwmg a
proposal for a comprehensive me
ciuanim o op the sale of unapp-
rovedd dirugs and FTICs, and a sepa-
rate proposal to reconcile gaps in
the CDECO drug database, inclu-
ding fermulstlons approved by the
CDECO but missing om its re-
cords, a5 well g5 older drugs licen-
sed by state licensing authorities
(LA} bofore Seplember 31, 1908,
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