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Govt to observe child safety
month at 16,600 institutions

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindwstantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment will observe Child Safety
Month throughout July across
over 16,600 institutions, includ-
ing 5,633 schools, 10,897 angan-
wadi centres and 88 child care
institutions (CCls).

The month-long campaign
aims to strengthen awareness of
the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act,
2012 through training, classroom
activities, inspections and com-
munity outreach, said officials.

Lieutenant governor Taranjit
Singh Sandhu and chief minister
Rekha Gupta on Monday
reviewed the campaign and

directed departments to ensure
timely implementation and
strengthen child protection
measures beyond the pro-
gramime.

“Every child has the right to
grow up in a safe and secure
environment. Qur government is
committed to ensuring that
awareness of the Pocso Act
reaches every school, anganwadi
centre, child care institution and
family,” Gupta said.

According to presentations
made by the Directorate of Edu-
cation (DoE) and the Women
and Child Development (WCD)
department, the campaign will
run from July 1 to 31 with week-
wise activities.

Schools have also been

directed to submit Student
Safety Checklists and Compli-
ance Certificates in line with a
June 19 circular on implementa-
tion of the Pocso Act and Rules.
District and zone-level teams,
comprising deputy directors of
education, heads of schools, sec-
tion officers and Delhi Police
personnel, will start inspections
from July 13 to check compli-
ance with Pocso guidelines.
Officials said nearly 700,000
girl students have received self-
defence training. Besides, 485
educational and vocational gui-
dance counsellors and over 500
teacher counsellors conduct
annual sessions on safe and
unsafe touch, gender sensitisa-
tion and personal boundaries.
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The health care

matters to households

A fall in oat of pocket
expenditure in
percenfage terms may
comfart governments,
but amounts in rupees
trouble houscholds
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Delhi eyes child protection panels in all schools P

but7 vacancies in DCPCR yettobefilled 3yrson

Sohini Ghosh
N_E'w Dwelhi, July &

EVEMN AS the Delhi govern-
ment on Monday announced
that it will set up child protec-
tion commirtees in all 5,363
sehools across the Capital, it
hias failed to fill seven vacancies
in the Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR), a statutory body on

The government has
issued directions to
setuppanelsinall
5,633 schools across

the Capital by
the end of July

rections were kssued that child
protection initiatives should

mattersof child rights, overthe  becomea permanent and inte-
last three years, that issince  gral part of the functioning of
July 2023, drawing the High all institutions, Directions were
Court ire repeatedly. also issued to constinute com-
Accordingloapressrelease  miltees in all 5,633 schools
issued by the government, across Delhi by the end of July.
Lisutenant Governor Taranjit  These include schools run by
Singh Sandhu and Chief Min- the government, MCD, and pri-
lster Rekha Gupta on Monday vare schools.
chaired a high-level review Earller in February, the
meeting at Raj Niwas wheredl-  High Court had pulled up the

a - e s MRS

Delhi povernment’s Wotmen
and Child Development, with a
division bench orally remark-
ing that the state should repeal
the Comimission for Protection
of Child Rights (CPCE) Act ifil
continues 1o Progress at a
snail’s pace. The state at the
time had sought time till April
this year to complete the ap-
pointments and justified that
the time taken so far has been
pssential *in the interest of en-
suring transparency, falrmess™
iri the process of appointments,
But, in April, the state sought
further extension by sl weeks
to issue notification of selected
candidates.

However, according to the
latest affidavit flled on July 2 by
the state, the appolntments
have not been made, submit-

| FLF
ting that the departmént Is | e
“makingall earnest and necess- | CR
ary efforts to complere the ap- | Twe
pointment process al the ear- | dra
liest.” Advocate Prabhsahay | the:
Kaur, who has been assisting | ing
the court as amicus curiae in | the
the case, referring to the three- | vel
fudge bench SC judgment of | o]
2018 in the case of Sampuma | the

Behura ve Undon of India, wold | Bh
The Indian Express, “The judg-
ment had clearly emphasised | 1ol
o the imponance of the Com- | wa
missions for Child Protection - | S0l
- both national and state-level -
- pven o monitor the | oW
implementationof POCS0O ACt | ga
and the Juvenile Justice Act. | e
Thejudgment had alsoempha- | ar
gised that wecannat drownthe | o
volce of children in the din of |

governance.” e
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Form child protection panels by July 31: govt. to schools

The Hindo Burean

NEW DELHI A\F

The Delhi government on
Monday asked all 5,633
schools in the Capital to set
up child protection com-
mittees by July 31 Lieute-
nant-Governor Taranjit
singh Sandhu, who, along
with Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, reviewed safery
measures for schoolchil

dren, warned of strict ac-
tion against schools that do
not comply with the direc-
tions in time.

He directed that a stan-
dard operafing procedure
ity handle POCE0 Act cases
be implemented in every
school and asked officialy
1o seek compliance reports
from schools regarding the
safery checklist issued by
the Delhi Commission for

Protection of Child Rights.

The CM said her govern-
ment will ensure fimely im-
plementation of every di-
rection  through  close
coordination among all de-
partments. "Our objective
iz to build a strong child
protection svsiem so that
every child in the Capital
grows up in a safe, digni-
fied and secure environ-
ment,” she added.




‘I.N. CM opposes amendment
to National Food Security Act

Vijay urges PM to retain existing entitlement of 35 kg foodgrain per month for every household covered under Antyodaya
» ATINa Yojana; says converting entitlement into per capita benefit, would effectively penalise States with smaller families

CHEMNAT

L] amil Nadu Chiefl Mi-
nister C, Joseph Vi
ja¥ on  Monday

" urged the Centre to retain
the existing entitlernent of

35 kg of foodgrains per

month for every household
covered under Antyodaya

g ANNE Yojana (AAY), Erres-

pective of the mumber of fa-

mily members, as has been

sthe practice slnce the
enactment of the Mational
Food Sectrity Act.

In a letter 1o Prime Mi-
nizter Marendra Modl, he
requested the Centre to re-
consider the proposed
amendment to the first pro-
viso to sub-section {1} of
Section 3 of the National
Food Security Act, 2003,

“If the propoded amend-
ment is brought into force,
it would diminish the food

e

"W

serurity of nearty 70 lakh of
Tamill Madus mast vilnera-
bbe citizens,” he said.

He pointed oot that
wiile the existing provision
guaranteps 35 kg of food:
grains per household every
meonth, irrespective of fami-
ly size, the proposed
amendment seeks 0 pro-
vide 7 kg per person per
modth, subject to an over-
all ceiling of 35 kg per
household.

If the proposed
amendment is browghit
into foroe, it woukd
diminish the food

securiny of nearky 70
lakh of Tamil Mach's
pricest vilnerabde cibzens

G, JRSEPN YJAY
Chiel Miniser

Though the Union go-
vernment had  explained
thas the amendment was
imtended to remove ntra
category  inequides  and
align  entitlements  more
closely with nutritional re-
quirements, its practical ef
fect would be a substaniial
reduction in the quantity of
foodgriing  reaching the
peoarest households in Ta
mil Nadu, where the aver-
zge family size |5 only 3.54

members, he 2ald.
Tamil ="l has
14, 64,600 AAY rarion cands,

covering 69,26,983 benefi-
ciaries. These households
belong o the most vilnera-
hle sections of sociefy,
identifiedd under  the
Centre's eligibility muide-
lines, inchuding Families
headed by widows, persons
with disahiliies, elderly
persons without a regular
gource of income, tribal fa-
milies, landless agricultural
labourers, daily wage ear-
pers, and those suffering
from life-threstening
ilinesses,

“These are precisely the
hoaseholds that the Natian-
al Food Security Act was
designed o proded
through an assuned, uncon-
dithonal entitlement. The
At was enacted h!.' Partia-
ment & a mexsure of last-
resort protection for the

poorest of the poor, and s
entitlements were deliber-
stely Framed to be simple,
umcanditional and howse
hold-based so that e fams
Iy, regardiess of bs size, B
l:ﬁ without adequate food-
E;‘E_"‘H ar |:;-|'|;|4,1:-E|i 1o hidden
berger and malmeriton,”
the Cluef Minister sakd.

He argued that convert-
ing the entitlement into a
per capita benefit, while re-
taiming & honsehold-level
ceiling, would efectvely
penalize States with smaller
farnilies, partdeularly those
in southern India that have
successfully  implemented
the Union gavernment's fa-
mily planming ProgTamime.

Tamil Nadu iz predomi-
pantly @  Fice-consuming
State, and the rice supplied
o AAY beneficlanies const-
pwtess the stagle food for all

thres meals of the day, M.

1.I"|_-}a':|r said,

Ea o CmaErEeT T FEaE
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3 companies: Pursuit of Profit

Regulator Seeks Views to Curb

Similar Sounding Drug Brands

Stakeholder comments
invited on branding
practices that could lead
to medication errors

Teena Thacker

New Delhl: In a mooe that sonld
make it safer for patients to know
exaCly what medicine they are ta-
kg, India's apex drug regulatory
baddy has soaght comtenrts pimed
&t curbing a comfusing pharmaced
tical marketing practics of selling
tifferent drogs nnder nearddent:
cal bramed narmes.

“The change under conskders
tion eould matter a bot for the comt-
MG Min 85 maEny Tec .
s medicines by 'I.'I':Eut::ll:;lﬁ:.nl.‘: Enue
rather than their chemical compo-
sition, and often mesneme products
sharing a name are varkatans of
the zame treatment, saida parson

What's in a Name?

THE I35UE WITH BRAND NAME
ENTEMEIONS" IN MEDICINES

Same core brand name used
arss different medicines

Products Can creata
may contain
different aciive | patlents &
pharmaceutical  »pharmacists
irgrediants
N
in the Know, “IF 8 company salks
anedrug undoer 3 brand name and
another drug with a campletely
differemt active ingredient undera
slight variation of that same na-
me, patients ar even pharmacists
cotild easily plekup the wrong pro-
duct prfail toreslise two similarly
named medicines treat entirely
dilferent conditions.”

Tightening the rules around this
practhee, Known ae brand name e
temaion, B frtended to reduuee mis
ups, prevent accidental misuse of

d

confusion for -

OOS00 ACTIOM
Comments Invited
Fram ndustry,
healthcans

] professionals
< & public
Daadline: July 17
Objective: Raduce
J medication armors
k improve

4 patient safety

w

medication, and help the pubbe
st that a Bamiliar brard name e
'|.h5|:i,1|.' poiflks o a familiar treat
e, hae s,

The Cenitral Dy Standard Cont-
i Orgenisation {COSCO) isseed 8
natice anJuly &, inviting stakehol-
ders ko comiment on how sach bran-
ding practices shonld be regulated
Eolng forwand

T]'.Eml.lu_ﬂ.im&'q:ﬂﬂnqnm.u the
megulator had peceived representa-
thons albeging that same pharmace

utical companies were seiling seve

ral drng formulatons under a com-

me0n brand rarme, disdinpoishaed on-

Iy by suaffixes or add-ons, despite the

priducts aaptaining ddieeent acthve

pharmaceutical ingredients.

People in the government say that
this could mistead patients and e
althcare providers, potertially cau-
sing confision abaat a medicine’s ac-
tual therapeutic use, a risk that could
translabe nfe rexl harm if a consu-
mer assumes two similardy named
peoducts treat the same condition.

The maiter was discossed by the
Drugs Consultative Commlites
(DCC)y at a meeting held in Novem-
ber [&st year Experts at the DOC e
wiswed the complaints and conclo-
died that hroader stakeholder inpat
was needed given Lhe |‘.||.1.L1I'Jpl|.- di-
mensions of the Esue, inchxling
consumer safoty industcy bran-
ding practices and existing label-

ling regulatiomns.

The CINMCO has ssked stakehol-
ders inchud ing pharmacertical com-
panies, healtheare professionals, in-
dustry associatioms, and the parblic
ta submitcomments by July 17,
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