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Essential drug list lags 
behind benchmark 
The consequencęs, the Working Group argues, fall hardest on patients battling cancer and dia betes. Its letter identifies 17 active cancer-treating 
agents and four supportive cancer-care medicines 
that feature on the WHO ist but not the NLEM. AI 
sO missing, it says, are nine monoclonal antibo 
dies -a class of targeted biologic drugs increasing ly central to modern cancer treatment-none of 
which currently appear on India's list. 

"We urge immediate initiation of a transparent, time-bound, and confict of interest-free process 
to revise the NLEM, ensuring that it reflects the 
latest evidence, public heaļth priorities, and the 
WHO Model List of Essential Medicines. Timely 

action is essential to safeguard the constitutional 
guarantee of the Right to Life for it ensures equit 
able access to essential medicines for all citizens" 
said K.M. Gopakumar, co-convener, Working 
Group on Access to Medicines and Treatment, 
which comprises patient advocates, patient groups, civil society organisations, academics, la 
wyers and journalists. 
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CART-cell therapy 'sees' solid 
Eúmours thanks to protein 
Researchers have developed a promising new 
CAR T-cell therapy for rare solid tumours, 
including alveolar soft-part sarcoma (ASPS) and S 
certain kidney cancers. They found a protein, 
GPNMB, to be consistently expressed on these 
tumour cells and createda treatnent called to 
target it. One patient with advanced ASPS saw 
their disease stabilise for three months while 
several smaller tumors disappeared, and the 
therapy was well-tolerated. Combining it with 
immune checkpoint blockers may alsosurmount 



All happiness depends on a leisurely 
br 

Early detection can change kidney cancer outcomes, says the doctor 
idney cancer isa serious but tratable 
disease, especially when detected carly. 
notes Dr Anil Kumar Gulia. He ex 

plains, "It usually affects older adults and is 
seen more commonly in men, although it can 
occur in anyone. The kidneys are two bean 
shaped organs that filter waste, balance flu 
ids, and help control blood pressure. Kidney 
cancer begins when abnormal cells in the kid 
ney start growing uncontrollably Because 
early kidney cancer may not always cause 
clear symptoms, awareness plays a very im 
portant role in timely diagnosis and better 
treatment outcomes." The doctor addresses 
some common queries from patients and talks 
about the commnon symptoms of the condition 
as well as the different types of kidney cancer. What is kidney cancer? 

K 

Kidney cancer is a condition in which can 
cerous cells develop in the tissues of the 
kidney These cells can grow into a tumor 
and, if not treated in time, may spread to 
nearby organs or other parts of the body. 
The most commnon type is renal cell carci 
noma, also called RCC, which usually starts in the tiny filtering tubes of the kidney. 
What are the common symptoms of 
kidney cancer? 
In the early stages, kidney cancer may not 
cause any major symptoms and may be de 
tected during an ltrasound or scan done for another reason. However, some warning 
signs should not be ignored. These include 
blood in the urine, pain in the side or lower 
back, unexplained weight loss, tiredness, 
fever, loss of appetite, and a general feeling 
of being unwell. A lump or swelling in the 
side of the abdomen may also be noticed in 
Some cases. 
Does blood in urine always mean 
cance? 
No. Blood in the urine can occur due to kid 
ney stones, urinary infections, prostate 
problems, or injry. However, it should ney 
er be igmored. Even if there is no pain, 
blood in the urine needs proper medical 
evaluation. Early testing can help identify 
the cause andrle out serious conditions 
like kidney cancer. 
What are the different types of kidney 
cancer? 
The most common type is renal cell carci 
noma, which begins in the kidney tubules. 
Another type is transitional cell carcino ma, which affects the renal pelvis or ureter. 
the tube that carries urine from the kidney 
to the bladder. Renal sarcoma is rare and 
starts in the connective tissue of the kid 
ney. In children, a type called Wilms tumor 
is more commonly seen. 
Who is at higher risk? 
Several factors can increase the risk of kid 
ney cancer. These include smoking, obesity, 
high blood pressure, a famly history of 
kidney cancer, long-term exposure to cer 
tain chemicals or radiation, and some ge 
netic conditions such as von Híppel-Lindau 
disease and tuberous sclerosis complex. 
Men and older adults are also at hígher 
rísk. 

A vlew of 
the hospital 

MULTSrECuLTY 

Dr Anil Kumar Gulia, Director and HOD - Urology 
and Renal Transplant, PSRI Hospital 

PSRI HOSPITAL 
A MULTI SPECIALITY HOSPITAL 

How is kidney cancer diagnosed? 
Diagnosis usually involves urine tests, 
blood tests, and imaging scans. A CT scan 
or MRI helps doctors understand the size, 
location, and spread of the tumor. Some 
times, a renal mass biopsy may be adv ised, 
in whicha small sample of tissue is taken 

PSRI HOSPITAL 

for testing. The treatment plan depends 
greatly on the stage of the cancer and the 
patient's overall health. 
What are the treatment options? 
Surgery is the main treatment for kidney 
cancer: In some cases, only the tumor anda 
small part of the kidney are removed. This 
is calleda partial nephrectomy and may be 
done with robotic assistance. In larger or 
advanced tumors, the entire kidney may 
need to be removed, a procedure known as 
radical nephrectomy For small tumors, ab 
lation methods such as cryoablation or rad 
iofrequency ablation may be used. In inter 
mediate- or high-risk cancers, targeted 
therapy and immunotherapy may help im 
prove survival. 
Can kidney cancer be prevented? 
Not all cases can be prevented, but the risk 
can be reduced by quitting smoking, main 
taininga healthy weight, controling blood 
pressure, staying active, and going for regu 
lar health check-ups, especially if there is a 
family history Kidney cancer requires 
timely diagnosis and a personalized treat ment plan. Early detection can help pre. 
serve kidney function, improve survival, 
and reduce complications. Anyone experi 
encing blood in the urine, persistent flank 
pain, or unexplained weakness should con 
sult a doctor without delay. Awareness, 
healthy lifestyle choices, and regular medi 
cal care are key to better outcomes. 
Address: Press Enclave Marg, Sheikh Sarai l, 
near Saket Court; Contact: 8484848417 

The content of these articles are for informational purposes only and not a substitute for professional medical 
CoVce. Pease consult your doctor/a reaistered medical practitioner before starting any treatment/medicine. The Publication house/its representatives/affiliates are not responsible/liable whatsoever. 
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Growing Pains 

Inthis t Anupa SSy 

Dr Anupam SIbal and Maulin Shah 
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ycolumn, renowned paedintrician Dr I helps parents resolvc common dilemmas. Intoday's gucst column, reputed pacdiatric orthopaelic surgeon Dr Maulin Shah addresscs clubfoot childrcn 

Ha Citymy city 
Mv fodr~month-old baby's foot has remained tupned imwards since birth. Have wve missed 

ndowJor treatment? 
parents when they notice that thelr bn 
foot still appears (wisted severnl wecks or even months after birth. Fortunately, the 
answer Is renssuring, Although treatment is 
ife, children hesSt tew wecks of still Can s nchieve excellent outcomes with approprinte treatment. Clubfoot is n 
common congenial foot defornity in 
and downwnrdere twisted inwards 
cvery 1,500 births worldwide. about onc in 
corrected successfully in most chlldren with tinnely treatment. 

exact cnuse of clubfoot remains lthough research suggests tlhat unknov 

CLUBFOOT: WHAT PARENTS SHOULD KNOW 

DELHI NCR MARKET 
From earthy 
terracoto 

Special:: 

a combination of genetic and 
environnental fnctors may contribute to its development. Importantly, it is not causcd by anything the mother did during 
Pcy. nor is it the result of poor 

In most chlldren, clubfoot occurs as an isolated condition. Less conmonly, it may be nssoclnted with an underlying neurologlcal, muscular or genetlc disorder 
durine sometimes be detected 
und severity are best c, dingnosis through examination by an orthopaedic er oTn 
specinlist. 

n that shouldl ot be 
ignored or left to correct on its own. The 
earller treatment begins, the casler it is to 
reshape a newborn's foot. Without 
trentment, clubfoot docs not lmprove with 
time. As children begin to stnnd and walk, 
tob eghton the oter cdge or 
wearing shocs, abnormal walking and long 
term disablity. Delayed treatment may also 
make correctlon more diMcult. 

Parents should seek medlcal attention as 
Os hey notice that their baby's foot is 
nnd cannot bards or downwards 
clubfoot is nota medical emergency, it is an 

traightened. While 

cdt 

Fortunately, modern treatment has 
transformed the outlook for children born 
with clubtoot. The Ponseti nmethod is now 

I standrd of core worldwide. It involves lation 
of the foot followed by weckly plnster cnsts 
that grndually correct the deformity. Most chlldren achleve full correction after four to six casts. Around 70 to 80% of children also 

HINDUSTAN TIMES MEDIA MARKETING INITIATIVE 

NEW DELHI 
SUNDC JULY o5,202€ 

rcquir nn Achllles tenotomy, a minor 
proccdure Is qulck 

lekscorrection. The 
Innproves the Anal correction. signifcantl 

After trentment, chlldren wenr a special brnce to maintain the corrected position, while regulnr follow-up helps reduce thhe 
norSC. Most children achleve 
partlcipnte ta mlestones and cnn nnd everydany nctivities. For parents, the SSage ts simple: do not wait. WAth early. s oprtate trentent, clubfoot cnn be corrected remarkably well, allowing chlldren to lend healthy, active llves. 

EXTRAVAGANZA 

Dr Anupam Sibal is a leading Paediatric Gastroenterologist and Hepatologist with rec decades of experience and fAve books to 
Your chl Pa nCluding the bestseller le Re to Face the World? 

OF COMEDY DOSE FE CITY 
tHeATRE 
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Teena Thacker 

pains on May 4. he rushed her 
tothe Government Medical Colege. The next day, 
the 20 year old underwent a caesarean section 

Mother and child were fîne, NaYak sighed i 
Doctors prescribed oxytocin for Verma shortly after delivery. An injection ofsymthetic axytocin is 
widely used in childbirth to induce labour as well 
epospartum haemorrhage 

young woman. Within hours, recalls Navak his wife'sblood pressuresank Ashescreamedforhelp, 
hervitalsshoweddistress signals Soon herkidneys 

ntottorcngd 
jugularveinfor haemodialysis All the efforts we 
in vain. A profusely bleeding Verma passed away 
on May 7.just two days after giving birth, keaving 
behindanenishanichbodgayi haiShe went, 
leavingbehind thechid)"ysNayak, ashismother 
gives the twomonth-ld baby Pderd milIk He 
aha haibachche keliye(Mothercannot be rplaod. 
It's been so hard on the child)" 

ewere waltingfor our first child to arrive" says Ravi Nayak, a 
25-year-old mason in Kota, 
Rajasthan, his volce tralling 
Jvoti Ven. When his wife 

Vermas Postrnortemrerores noClear an 
receipt afhistopathalogy report and detailed treat 
ment record made available" Her death remains 
ouiea st Verma. Four otheryoung wom 
en died in hospitals in Kota after delivery throuch 
CsectionPayalMatya,27, PrtyaMahavar. Pinki 

An oxytocin vial that allegedly contained little more than water has laid bare many uncomfortable truths: 
SpuriouS drugmakers continue to flourish, regulatory enforcement remains painfully weak and as organised pharma companies quietly exit unviable markets, shady players willing to cut corners move in 

Manavar died in JK Lon Mother and Child 
Hospital and all the others in the Government Medical College fheing shifted t Priya aled wherhusband Rohit. He the 
recalls that an injection was administered to 
her.Ina few minutes, he says, she rurned black 
and her pulse stoppy rom his home in Bundi to work in Kota and makes just about 
8,000 a month He is torn between grief, back 
breakingwork and theresponsibility ofbring 
ingupababy alone 
Al the ive wonenotaholonood 
to families of daily wagers who do not know 
whom toSue and hbow to demand justỦce 
Eight other women who reportedly received 
axytocin onaecalollegeforeol 
cationsand fghting fortheirlives 

says, 

RaV Nayak, who kmOUrninL the 
death of his wife Jyoti Verma, 

troved Dt s been 

Tom the admihone call desuune Weee 
OXY TOXIN? 

eshould at least get compensation. 
Don't we have that much right?" 

manufacturi 

nistration. 

Dr Nilesh Jain, principal of Kota Medical 
College and medical director, says an inquiry 
report prepared by an expert committee from 
ror"inthe deaths The committese nie 
indicate that the deaths resulted from multiple 
contributing factors rather than any single 
gse or aeheeosptalStat. 
injectionthat wasadministered to all these women 
Inspectors of Rajasthan's Food Safety and Drug 
from the Sot oytoein samples 
Laboratory On May25, the state's drugs controller 
İssued analert the axytocin samples did not con 
talnhe actIve ingredient oxytocin, Thevialsjust 
Standard QualityThe vials were labelled as a 
life savingdrug.They contained none of the active 
ingredieni meantoDe nd 
İs calledspurious ifit doesnothave the active ingre dient it claims to contain and has been substituted 
wholly or in part by another suosta in Rajasthan 
hnruidened intoa prube intoaPunjab-based Cumpary thatmanufactured theaxytocininjections 
usedin the Kota hospitals-JacksonLaboratorles. 

stigation AL hecentNL281 
Soon aferthe aert by the Rajasthanauthorities,a 

six member joint inspection teamiromtherunjab 
Food and DrugsAcontrol Orvanisatlon 
(CDSCO) descended on Jackson Laboratories' fa 
cilityinAmritsır.Theyreportedlyfound end-to end ncfnquality controla 

THE IDIVESTIGATION 

health advocacy groupckas cxytocin are 
alarming Hesavs:Thlspoints toa serlous lallure of drug regulaton and publc health gvernance 
The canollatknhemanusctunr slCmSt 
eliyunponsible"Hehas 
ungd the gvernment to strenythern drugquality 
survellance, ensure acoountablity and prevent 
such avodabe trapdis frumcuTingagaln 
The probe of the Punjab FDA and CDSCO Into 
Jackson Laboratordes bsan with a revkwdcn 

tmage (or representational purpose on 

NDC 12345-678-90 

OXYTOCIN 
Injection 

Death na Vial: 

5 IU/ml 

OFV 

Payal Malviva 

WNERE: Government Medical College 
WHEN: May 5-17, 2026 

Priya Mahavar 

URIES 

Jyoti Verma 

OnJune3.thePujab FDA cancelled the manufac 
turingllcence of.Jackson Laborutorles' Amritsar 
unit. On June 23, the licence of ts unlin Badd, 
HIndateeMect. Acourding todocu- According to 
ments accssed by ET, both sites have Deen the DruRs and 
slammed by stateregulatorya Cosmetics Act, ned. unchech a drug s called 
Jacksorn Laboratories has not responded spurious Ift does 
to queries frum ET However, according to nothave the acthve 
medlarejoe lab and the nreens or such a test in the 

regulatory athoritks and cuntesting Uhe sthtedhoy machine's soflware discrupanckscited Bginsiies have Or in part by nvest 
amheimpllcated batch toa another substance ducted in a different 
LabinKolkata for indepennt esting Imachine-one that 
Amulya Ndhi, natlonal convenorof the publio 

Shireen 

Five Women Died After Delivery 

trol samples from 80 ampoules in two 
wOrrinpdiscrnancles Thetuoboves 

allegedly had conflicting packaging informatlon like diferent storage in 
structlonsahougnneyen edrue rlsing 
questionsabout the product beingsold 
The investigating team foundother 
Incongruitles as well. According to 
Analysis, the batch was tested and re. 
leased on Decenber8, 2025. However: 
the company sownqualy couoes 
İsterreportedy slved in the labnine 

days later-on December 17. 
There was more. Thefirm's 

formance llquld chromat 
raphy machlne was used for 
testing and analysis 
oee 

had been Lnstalled just dnys Deo, 

Subjet 

5 IU/ml 

Each mL contains 

for pH adustmen!. 

Store at 20° to 

brated ond showed signs ofa delterately altered 
audit trail -dates were changed, orntrles were de 
lotedundhesystem wbrey 

36°F to 86°F 

CUSUU Hu an 

YOuaccorlngtodoxumentsseen by ET 
InvestlatorsalsolAund that wrungequlpnent and 

standards wero usud tor lab tests whlch couldcom 
promisMsnstondoftherm 

Protect from 

quired 100mm. acondingtollanManmwopoca 
rules Also, the company's own papurwork says It 
Injected 100 mierolltres the sanple durln te ing. instead of the prescribed 100 pleolitres Aml 

Lon Mother and Child Hospital, Kota 

Payal Malviya, 27 
Jyoti Verma, 20 
Priya Mahavar, 20 
Pinki Mahavar, 20 
Shireen, 20 

Needle of susplcion pointed to oxytocin 
inJections given to the women, On May 25, Rajasthan drugs controller issued 
an alert: the oxytocin samples did not 
contain oxytocin. The vials just had water 
e vas were manufactured by n Amritsar. The company has refuted report 

Inspectors of Punjab FDA & CDSCo visited 
Its factory, reported mutiple violations 

found that the vtolest records certifying 
the equipment was uncal/brtnd 
Jackson Laboratorles Is undera Stop 
Production Order from Punjab FDA 
since 2023 

Food & Drugs Administration (Drugs Wing), Punjab, 
Gawmnent bayea Ait Sng Nagar 1e0067 

Jackaon Laboratarles Pt ud, 24, Majuba Read By Pi Anrttar 

N )P 2026/ 3768 
Catrd 3/6/ & 

Ors Ruln 194e 

THE ECONOMIC TIMES NEW DELHI GURG AON SUNDAY 

3r the yaons of Drugs& Cosmetics Act 1940 ana 
sn e at of a casmplalnt received from AIMS Jadh pur regardiA COnamne 
Graa Injectian (utha darine she Invesngaticn and the ame 

as heen dectared a grosaly Sub Standard with repecttbidina uncasiled 
ranutacuars, lack of envirannantal eonitoring and poor aepiepracuees n 

eaaK uceace Na 1307 
provislons cf Drug & Cosmedcs Act, 1940 & Redes, 1945 

i(1n 011/m0 ated 25 

on tean had urther rpartrd Lbat your frs A nat complying the 
Sup Prodaa Ordat ssued by ths ala vide letter dated 25-04-2023 as many drug 

dd 2)-3 At 2071, 11 e af drug Al rnfor tust la acerain the quality of 
d 03 bad len dda eededared a af Standard Qualty 

A probe of Punjab FDA and CDSco Into Jackson 
Laboratorles' Amritsar facilty found many 
discrepancdes. They also flagzed that drugmaker 
has a history of violatlons and data fabricatlon 
In August 2023, AlIMS-Jodhpur complained 
InlerttonOes caelne citrate 
had caused infections In newbor svecare units) 
In October 13, 2023, the company was ordered 

not to conduct any manutacturing activity. 
Aninspection of Jackson's Baddi unit in MPin 

August 2023 alsoreportedly revealed that 3 out 
of 11 drugs tested were grossly substandard. 

crolitre is a mlllion times bigger than a picolitre. 
Investigatossspect hat eitherthe test was not con 
copled raistngoustinnabSy 
reportedly couldnotſindanyreferencestandaror 
xytocin nor any data for the mandatory vasopres 
The purchase records of the active pharnaceuti 

cal ingredient (API) were also reportedly sketchy. 
were purclhaeocin API (Batch PS 321951) 
Pharmaceuticals on June 2 2025 HOWever inves. 
tigatorsfound no rawdataforthe test that certiſled 
requirescoldstoroæbuttbntestdaa .API 
found no temperature monitoringecords 
What's more, when the inspectors went into the 

copying entries fomold lohperator 
Quallty assurance didnot haveanv oversightoflog 

bocks, which had no Íssuance register or control lation thntingtoposslble data manipu. 
The inspection report concludes that "'a strong 
possibility for any changes and manipulations 

ouhenderingthefin'smanu 

erdr dated 13 10-2023 ef this elfe, your rn was sgain directed aut ta HIBhighted 
ronduct any mandeturtig ativiy đarirg the suTpensan perind and nn complance of h 
leal ae to cancellauan ol drugs manufactu 

What is 
Oxytocin? 
An injection of 
synthetic oxytocin 
is widely used in 
childbirth to induce 
labour as well as 
to prevent and 
treat postpartum 
naemorrhage Itis 
every woman who 
delivers in a hospital 
Source Dr Mala 
Srivastava, director 
Canga Ram Hospital, Delhi 

biology records inquestion andcannot be 
trusted/relled upon" Investigators say 

hey coud hot even confrm that the API 
into the batch. The lssunne slip v D Was re 
portedly missing welghts, dates, tlme and 
slgnatures entirely 
HISTORY OF VIOLATIONS 

If any thing can be more con 
cerning. It is that thus is not the 
hasbeenhnutoes 

FDA'S report turlng substandard drugs and 
ordered to stop productlon 
ETshowtbes seen by 
Iy ofserious violatkonsand datn 

fabricatlon. Worse, desplteregulatory act ons, the 

on Jackson 
Laboratorles 

ItbeganthoyearsagaÁjolnt lnspctlontouma 
CDSCOand PunjabFDA audited ItsAmritsarfacil 
NO00 By detcient lnconpllanc 

gooxl labormtory pructlces) norus" Itwas eport 
elly foundltobe nviolatlonof Scheuke (utlA, 
Seni0 Unnd kules Aand 70ofthe Dius Rules, 
tocols for keepingnvordsaoutkons rdnw 
manulacturinglkonces 
In March 2020, n show-causo notlco Was sorvexl 
akongwitha"stoppıxlucthon" kr. 

sJULY 2026 WwwECONOMICTIMES CoM 
IVE 

THE MRNING 
BRIEF pODCAST 

The Water in the Vial 
OEO A drugmaker allee. edly sold oxytocin 

injections that had Do 
active drUg and five 
women bled to death 

Tune in to ETPlay.com. Atallable 
on EconomicTimes.com/podcast. 
Amazon Prime Music, Apple Podcasts 
JloSaavn and Spotity. 

asked to immediately halt the manufact ngof small volurne parenterals or sterile injec 
termapreparations and beta-lactam antibiotle 
Laboratories did not appeal acalnstJackson 
nstead, the company allegedy chose todorder. 
Soon. in AuSust 0neSame faclity 

thatJacksonLaboratories cafeinecitpained 
(used in neonatal intensive care units) had 
rDortedlydelms A sample was tested 
respect to BET (acterdasubstandard with 
Ity parameters" ntests)and steril 
23.95 90Speclon by state agencies in Alleuct 
violations incudlny ncoverta serlous GMP 
areas, lack ofenvironmental monitoring and noo 
aseptic practices. An interim stop-manufacturing 
order cameon OS Sterle injections A final 
orderednotto conductanvmanufacturineS 
Otherwise, they would cancel itsdrugmanufactur 

eor nitlatelegalaction against itL 
take anysteps toretifvrhehertoominld not 
by the regulatory authorities 
lesedlvnnt in HimachalPradesh wasal. 

August revealed that 3 out of l1 de etd 
substandard. 
2024and0sarities were reportedly found in 
andcoughsyrup section in Deoember025aL 
found that its renovation work was İncomplete and 
hevAC(heating. ventilatonandairconditioning) 

wasordered to behaltedhat section 
A compliance report submitted by the firm later 

Lmonthwastoundto be inadequateby CDSCO's 
adetaild Dolntbyy polnt documcntokn 

for a v\al of nllegeaiy spurlous arug and ln 
Investlgated intoand laced critlcal laws in 
dr nanuact ncturing company. 

units the state s thelicensingauthority. oonnsfr Sofmonitorine i 
spection and enforcement lies entirely with them 
Tne quesuon of hoW production contınued despite 
mustanswer"sasndmton 

According to DrugS and Cosmetics 
Act, if a spurious drug caUses 
death, punishment is 10 years 
imprisonment, extendable to life, 
plus a fine of 10 lakh or three 
times the value of drugs seized 

NOT THE FIRST TIME 
In India, spurious and contaminated drugs have 
played havoc with public health. time and again. 

d in tragiclatalities. In 2024A LC-section died a multiple ongan allure in Balari, Karnataka, afer 
they wereadministeredacontaminated soutionof 
Just last year spurious cough syrups laced with 

atoxic industrial chemlcalkled nearly two dozen 
hyaPadesh. Smllar incidentswere 

worldwide over the gualivofdsmare ib 
TINY MARKET 
When it comes to oxytocin, the Indian 
Is valued at just r42 crore. accordine tot 
research irm PharmaTrac. It is an alarmingly 
nearly cverv wo hat ls adminlstered to 
across the country. The orennised hr 
generlc segment Is dominated by a handni of 
Maneesh Pharmrls, Neon Laboratorles, 
Antibiotics and Pharmaceuticalsmt Severalother manufacturers--Zydus. Mercury 
reducedtheirnhemisand'Torque-have 
the segment entirely, shrinkinoiboorexted 
truceable producers. loflarge, 

try insiders bno lornial market, say ndus: 
and opaque supply chotsPce tora parallel 
ure many players In the groy or underrthendar 
market. Says an Industry inslder famllar with 
İsmanufncturd inSinBhar, aytocin 
standards and are completely unro 
leesthe inslder. polntingto flms that work undk 
channels that ralebutedrus through 
or inspction schedulesnomclaldata 
SIhophically wrong. ngASata 

Accordine to Seces ot sch cataStIphes 
Cosmoties Act, ifaspuriolsduea 
punishnent Ls 10yms' lnprls«wunent, oxtexabe 
steo less thanrio Lakh or thw 

Meanwhllo, back In Kota Rav Ne 
nourmlnghedeathohlswLo, SWshehasnRNA 

(otalk about eonuhs elther toheu 
Ourntlv wurklhas ben dstroyxl. llut till to 
nho call has cono m tbe ad 

bosavs WeshkltLsnevorwoIXw. 
we uve that much rlghe m AMnt |wut we arohunanbelug 

tona.thacAertimesoflndia cn 
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India's essential mnedicine list lags behind 
global benchmark; unrevised in 4 years 
Bindu Shajan Perappadan 

NEWDELHI 
india's roster of essential 
medicines has not been 
updated in nearly four 
years even as the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) has revised its own 
list twice in the same pe 
riod, says a civil society 
network of activists and or 
ganisations working for af 
fordable healthcare. 

the ttrigdu 

The collective Work 
ing Group on Access to 
Medicines and Treatments 
- has written to the g0 
vernment demanding an 
urgent revision of the Na 
tional List of Essential Med 

Outdated prescription 
The National List of Essential Medicines prioritises drugs that 
satisfy the critical healthcare needs of India's population 

POINTS RAISED BY THE COLLECTIVE 

The NLEM, last notified in 2022, 
contains 384 medicines while the WHO 
list runs to 523 drugs 
At least 17 active cancer-treating 

agents, 4 supportive cancer-care 
medicines, and 9 monoclonal 
antibodies feature on the WHO list but 
not on the NLEM 

icines (NLEM), So that such 
drugs are available at affor 
dable prices. 
The NLEM is a curated 

list of medications com 
piled by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare. 
It prioritises drugs that sa 
tisfy the critical healthcare 

eeds of India's popula 
tion. Medicines on this list 
- 384 at present - are gen 

erally dispensed free of 
cost by government hospi 
tals. The govermment uses 
the NLEM to instruct the 
National Pharmaceutical 
Pricing Authority to en 
force a strict price ceiling 
on thenm. The list was last 
overhauled in 2022. 
The WHO Model List of 

Essential Medicines, mean 
while, was revised in 2023 
and again in 2025, and con 
tains 523 medicines-leav 
ing India's list trailing well 
behind the global bench 
mark, said the group in its 
letter on Friday. 
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