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Mo-re_dfugs to get ,
QR codes amid ﬁght | J

‘against fake products /I

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry
has notified amendments
to the Drugs Rules, 1945, to
expand the ambit of Sche-

tional categories of drugs
under the QR code-based
track-and-trace
framework.

Under the amended
provisions, all vaccines,
antimicrobials, narcotic
and psychotropic drugs co-
vered under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act,
1985, and all anti-cancer
drugs have been included
under Schedule H2 of the
Drugs Rules, 1945.

With this amendment,
manufacturers of these

drug formulations will be
required to print or affix a
bar code or QR code on the
primary packaging label of
the product or, where

| there is inadequate space,

dule H2 and bring addi- -

All vaccines,
antimicrobials,
narcotic, anti-cancer
drugs, psychotropic
drugs are included

on the secondary packag-
ing label. The QR code
shall store information that
can be accessed to facili-
tate verification of the pro-
duct throughout the sup-
ply chain,

The QR code will con-
tain key product informa-
tion, including the unique
product identification
code, generic and brand
names, name and address
of the manufacturer, batch
number, manufacturing
and expiry dates, manufac-
turing licence number, and
details of excipients, whe-
rever applicable. The mea-
sure is expected to support

efforts to curb the distribu- |

tion of spurious medicines
in the market.
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delwal and ministers of the
Madhya Pradesh government

It:l-a_j.}-ﬁst- on X Thursday,
Malviya said: "The entire edi-

Malviva claimed that “theland
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

/
IN A movetocheck thecircula-

tion of counterfeit medicines,
the Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has ex-
panded the ambit of the 'QR
code-based track-and-trace
framework’ to include all vac-
cines, antimicrobials, anti-
cancer medicines and narcotic
and psychotropic drugs.

The ministry has notified
amendments to the Drugs

Rules, 1945, bringing these cat-
egories of medicines under

Schedule H2, which mandates
the use of bar codes or Quick Re-
sponse (QR) codes for product
identification and verification.
This means manufacturers
of all such medicines must affix
a QR code either on the primary
packaging, oronthe secondary
packaging in case of space con-
straints, that can identify each
individual unit — thereby help-
ing regulators trace its journey
from the manufacturing unit to
the market.
“The enhanced traceability
mechanism will facilitate auth-
entication of medicines at vari-

Govt e_;ip'éﬁds QR Ct}de—tracking to
curb fake cancer drugs, vaccines

ous stages of the supply chain
and enable improved tracking
and verification of drug prod-
ucts. The measure is expected
to strengthen regulatory over-
sight and support efforts to
curb the distribution of spuri-
ous medicines in the market. It
will also contribute to the na-
tional fight against Anti-Micro-
bial Resistance (AMR) by en-

abling betteridentificationand |

monitoring of counterfeit and
substandard antimicrobial
products,” the ministry said in
astaternent on Thursday.
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Saving lives on road: SC told states to putin 5 key measures, hardly any state did
Why states are dragging their feet
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AIIMS cracks downon
illegal social media use

Anuja_laiswal
© @timesofindia.com

ew Delhi: In a move aimed
at protecting its brand image
and safeguarding patient
confidentiality, AIIMS Delhi
has issued comprehensive so-
cialmediaguidelines barring
students, resident doctors,
employees and affiliated bo-
diesfromusingthe institute’s
name, logo or official bran-
ding without prior approval.
The office memorandum,
issued this week and effective
immediately, applies to under-
graduate and postgraduate
students, resident doctors, fa-
culty members, researchers,
administrative staff, student
associations, departments and
even third-party collaborators
associated with the country's
premier medical institute.
Under the new rules, no in-
dividual or organisation affili-
ated with AIIMS canusethe in-
stitute's name, logo, emblem
or branding in any digital or
printmaterial without written
permission from the concer-
ned department. The restric-
tion extends to event posters,
banners, social media posts,
blogs, videos, reels and social
mexdia handles that could crea-

WHAT AIIMS HAS BARRED

» Mo use of AlIMS name or
logo without prior approval

| » No patient photographs or
| case detalls on social media
| » No unofficial social medla
' handles posing as AlIMS

» No sharing of exam papers or
confidential academic material

» No political, religious,
defamatory or hate content on
official accounts

» Sponsored posts and brand
collaborations require prior
clearance

te the impression of being offi-
cial AIIMS accounts.

The guidelines also prohi-
bit disclosure of patient infor-
mation, images or case details
on social medin, even if the pa-
tient iz not identifiable. Thedo-
cument cites legal obligations
under medical ethics regula-
tions and Digital Personal Da-
ta Protection Act, 2023,

AIIMS has also warned
against sharing copyrighted
material without authorisa-
tion, posting defamatory, ob-
scene or hate content, or cir-
culating confidentinl acade-
mic material such as exami-

natlon papers and answer
keys. Students and employe
ps have been directed not to
engage in plaginrism or aco-
demiec dishonesty on social
medin platiorms.

For departments and stu-
dent bodies operating official
social media accounts, AIIMS
has laid down o governance
framework. Such  accounts
must be registered with the de-
partment concerned, provide
detalls of administrators
using Institutional email [Ds,
appoint a media coordinator
for content approval, and cle-
arly state whether the content
is student-genernted o de-
partment-generated.

The guidelines further di-
rect account administrators
to avold political, religlous or
defamatory content, mainta-
in a professional tone aligned
with AIIMS values, and obtn-
in special clearance before
entering into sponsored con-
tent or brand collaborations.

The institute said the gui-
delines have been fromed to
prevent reputational damage,
legal complications and misu-
se of AIIMS branding while
ensuring vesponsible use of
social media by all those asso-
ciated with the institution.
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ORDERS ACTION AGAINST CHANNELS FACILITATING ENTRY OF UNAUTHORISED MEDICINES

CDSCO asks States, Port Offices to Step Up
Screening to Curb Imports of Tllegal Drugs

Teena Thacker

New Delhi: india's drug regulator
has directed the port offices to tigh-
ten screening to prevent the antey
of drugs witheut valid approvals,
regigtrations or import permbs
shoms. The move i5 part of effortsto
check the growing influx of unapp-
roved and uniicensed drugs from
neighbouring countries into the
domestic supply chadn,

As part of the exercize. the Cen-
trad Drugs Standard Control Orga-
nisstion(CHSCO) has issmed an ad-
visory to all state and Union Terri:
tory drug controllers, as well as
CDSCO zonal and port offices, ur
ging them fo take action against
unauthorised products.

ET has reviewead a copy of the ad:
visory, which warns that medied
nes imported, stored, distributed
and sold without the necessary re-
grilatory approvaks pose potential

risks to consumers
Tha COSCO has also ordered a

ctackdaown on channels facilita

ting such unsuthorised imports
and saught tighter surveillance in
the border repions, coastal apeas
and loglstics infrastructiare,
“Particular emphasis may be pla-
ced o border reghons, ooastal ape
a5, transit points, warshouses, cow
rier farcilities, logistics huhs and
ather vulnerable locations that
mey ba susceptibletothe illegal mo-
vermentod unapproved and unlicen-
sadl drug products,” achvisory said.
State drug controllers have been
urped tostep up ntelligence-gathe-
ring operations. “Intellipence gat-
hering activicies may be intensifisd
and ciose coordination may be ma-
imtained with kocal lnv enforcement
e e to dentify and corbunat:
horised channels ” advisoey said,
“Wppropriate enforcement mes-
sures, including sei@uce, daten-
tan, spmpding, investigation, pro-

OR Codes Must on Critical Drug Packs

Mew Delhd: The haalth ministry hat
notified rifes making 08 codes
coampuisory an the packsging of all
varrines, antittiotics, cancer medi-
cines, and narcotic and psychatro-
pic drugs. ina bidto efiminate
counterfeil medicines and curb
antibiatic misuse. “The provisions
redating tovarcines, narcoticand
piyihotropic drugs and anti-cancer
miedicines shall come inta forpe

sacution and edher logel actions, as
wartanted under law, may be un-
dertaken against any individual or
entity involved in the illegal im-
port, unauthorised storage, distri-
bution, sale or marketing of such
products,” it said.

Authoritbes have also bean asked
toundertake “continuonus and rigo-

from § July 2027." ministry said.
Thie QR code will carry the drig's
genericand brand names, manudac-
turer details. batch number, manu-
facture and expiry dates, licence
number and exciplent information,
allverifizble through & dlgital app
atamy paint in thi suoply chain.
Linkil mow, the & cooe reguirement
applied onhy ta the top 300 phar-
maceutical brands. -Dur Bureay

ros surveillanceof the pharmace
utical supply chain, including
wholesale and retall drsg estab
lishments, distributors, stockists,
hospitals, clinics and other stake-
holders, with a view to detecting
the presenoe of unapproved, unli-
censed or Ulegally imported drug
products"™, the advisory said,
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