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Clearing the road to timely trauma care in India

Inciz dethvered 3 bandieark judgrens

with mrphestions for pabhc health nolicy.
Beaning & wT pennon Sled v SavelIFE
: i {crobeer 324, 5 Bench of Justices
JK Mahesiieri and Anal 5. Chandisdar, iy
Svel IFE Foumdoting & Snr v [ of India &
1. bedd that the right o0 trasma care is 2n
Ezegral pan of the right 6 life ender Articke 29 of
the Consmitution. The Cour rufisd thay this righs
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ru:;i:ﬂ:rmunndlmdr&mt-'mdimg
dErecTions o the Lion, S@1e and Uiion
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Aroind 467 Lk Inchans die every vear fom

Fams Rich o road creshes, {385, bumns,
dwmmau-mnuﬂmﬁruwdiﬂnm.

0:: Sl 26 2006, cthe Supeeme Court of

STTRAING 1t “atong Crove Recopds Erarese dat,

Frard orashes alone accoani for mearhy 177 bl
deaths. Trama is Lhe keading cyuse of destk
sy Indlans aged 18415 The Law Commissian
{201 Beepon) has sssimaneg that faff of
tasd-mash fatalimes comzld b prvvenied wiltk
oy are, whille a 3031 NIT] Az AdING
Esmerpendy and Injury Care Bt founed dhai s
least 307 of Geiehs are linked 1o delays i
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Wheat the tup coert has held

The Bencts Fasilt on 11||r|,l'rj.|.r.rml1|'r. In
Parrsanand Katam v Uséen of fadia A15HYY, he
Canin receggmimed the duty of ibeatuns 1 Pecder
Ettieigenicy aid. In Fashim Banga Kt Moz
Samun vu Sfare of W drengal CHRHG, i e aroegs
PO EMETZENCY Care 1 Article 21 |y the et
erder, Artiche 21 e o B I, ovets dhe Fiilie
chain thal e g Ijured B s M fediical
cate the lpstinder, i e eall, the
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This matters Bevaibe sorvival fn trasma
depends on systems rather than on indeddual
InstEutions: :.wmﬂ-mu]pwd hospital cannor
toepensaie bor a delayed ambudance, An
amibitilamce canfiot heip I (B bystander is affaid
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who never feaches the hospital i e

A cotiperative federalinm chi
Public health, hospirak and ambednce services
ﬁllmdulhﬁhr:!.i:hlh&wnmm.
making coaperaton berween he Linkan and the
Slztes essanital for 3 uniform trasng-care
- Compliamce afficlavices and
inFarmaricn notes filed by 34 Stases and Ulngc
Territories midicane 3 wiingness o implement
Union policies and IFma Care.
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hmﬂﬂdmummuﬂ.ﬂmm
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stk s Prime Minister - Road A¢cident Victams'
Hospitaksation and Asmared Treacment (i
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ey Response Support Systesn cERSSIE

the emergency medical inchnician (EMT)
O vabem, thee Good Samarivan Rides Al e
Fresthih Ministry's trewma- care guidhifines,
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Maslanal Comemissian for Allied and Healtheirs
Professions (INCAHPrarified EMT curniculum.
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o opemangradize M RAHAT, the Corare s
cashless rowment scheme fis road-cra)
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Razor’s edge
High heat and low rainfall is threatening
agricultural produce
T he southwest monsoon deficit nation:

near Mumbai; and both the Us, NOAA and the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) expect 5
moderate-to-strong Bl Nifio this year. The El Nifip
Suppresses the vertical air movement needed for
rainclouds to form while 3 wa Pacific is
weakening the trade winds thar bring moisture to
the subcontinent. The Madden-Julian Oscillation
is also in an unfavourable phase and the Indian
Ocean Dipole currently cannot offer a hyffer
€T, while northwest India has received 5%
More rain than normal, cenrral India and the
northeast face deficits of 63% and 43%, respec.
tively. But with two-thirds of the seasonal rainf]
historically arriving in July and August, the mon-
00N may sl TECOVET and salvage the season, To-
gether with reservoir Stovage at 30.4% of capaci-
Ly, compared with 25.1% during previous E1 Nifig
years, there is no reason for alarm ¥et. However,
the effects for agriculture are more concerning.
The Agriculture Ministry has already prioritised
111 districts out of 315 vulnerable ones based on
their irrigation coverage. Extreme hear has been
reducing farm labour productivity. High hear and
rain shortfall have sown amxiety over the carda-
mom harvest in [dukki, a fate that bodes {1l for

other plantation crops in the Western Ghats,
Bath the Hur'ﬂfmring window for ree, puls-
es, and oilseeds and the availability of fertilizers
could come under pressure, the latter due to Chi-
fiese export curbs and tensions in West Asia,
heightening the risks of lower soll moisture and
higher input stress. Retail food inflation was 4.2%
in April; further deficits wil| especially threaten
vegetables and pulses, cemplicating the mone-
tary policy. The fundamental problem is the way
India has built its ryral economy around the as-
sumption of relisble rainfall delivery. No adapts-
tion strategy can indefinitely outpace unchecked
warming, so limiting future warming should
dmount to reducing the extent of exposure. The
ideal sustainable strategies are to switch from
rain-centric to waler-ceniric Organisation, redce
dependence on water-in [ensive crops, and jip.
PrOve resilience, Pathways for the firg two have
already hepn outlined, On the kst while the Agri-
Eulimary Ministry's extam contingency plans Fe-
; ::ﬂ .1J1t' e for adjustabie < wing windows and
:Ql:;u:mh-u “eed virbeties, the prineipal varighje
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COnndingy, o 1D Consider u now ity jq
ity 1, Slate waleq e and cropping
‘f-llunll';’m! i u-T::;:::::rI:':Jﬁ'-::llﬂ:IL:II“.I reeis ",
AR by g by S Curtently

Shaki e WeErn the A ul e, .
Ykl Minjg, %, ] e |I"-'I!5'I.rll -3, fal
? K

o




heat is due to awe
as an omega

WHATIS AN'OMEGABLOCK? s R [

1m'mﬂ'|.! | . e T,
ﬂwmﬂmmmﬁ_m wﬁT:humuf i i T N i e R
warmer, settled high pressure held between  ©8 S i
{wo coober how pressure systems, The i | | 4
qm‘ glement ﬂfﬂimm mmﬂ‘
pressare area of warm air gets stuck.

Under normal conditions, the jet stream carries 1
weather systems steadily from west to east.

But during an om a block, that flow becomes
demhmmhw
south, isolating the pressure systems.

Weaker steering winds and temperature contrasts in

the atmosphere contribute to these siow-moving,

The result i that hot, still air gets lodged over the same area.

Dmega blocks typically last between three and 10 days, but can
U e

persist for weeks.

L

WHAT HAPPENS IN :’r.iglnns in the LK lizs an the hu'l_:ndﬂ-r\'

=2 OW-pressure aneas hetween the high-pressure
SUCH A PHENOMENON? flanking the system and the cooler air to the
Under the high-pressure area in the centre, conditions heatwave meanwhile northwest - produdng intense
become hot and dry, The high pressure also suppresses

are more likely to see heat In the south and east, and
doud formation, resulting In chear, sunny shies that allow cooler, rainy cooler, wetter conditions in the
temperatures to climb,

conditions north and west
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Number of dangerous humid

heat day_s

Jasjeev Elndﬂul{

lertets @ hindustantimes. com

ANEW DELHI: The number of 'dan-
gerous humid heat days’—those
where the daily maximum wet-
bulb temperature, a measure that
combines heat and humidity to
capture how much cooling sweat-
ing can provide a person, was 25°C
(77°F) or higher — has shot up
across India, from an average of
101 such days a year in the 1970s to
141 days a year during 2016-2025,a
new global study has found.

Released on Wednesday by the
US-based NGO Climate Central,
the study attributed the increase
primarily to human-induced cli-
mate crisis. Globally, it said, the
number of such days has risen
from 10 a year in the 1970s 10232
year in the last decade (2016-25).

The study covered 254 coun-
tries and territories and 961 cities
worldwide, and found a sharp
increase in dangerous humid
heat days across Indian cities. I
Delhi, the number rose from 96

| days in the 1970s to 135 in

2016-25. In Mumbai, it rose from
136 to 206 over the same period,
and in Chennai, from 205 to 257.
The worst-affected Indian city
assessed was Tirunebveli in Tamil

THE NUMBER OF
SUCH DAYS HAVE
SHOT UP FROM 101
A YEAR IN THE
1970s TO 141 DAYS A
YEAR DURING
2016-2025

Nadu, where the count rose from
119 to 273.

Researchers analysed global
weather conditions from 1970 to
2025 to determine how often
dangerous humid heat occurred,
and how much of it could be
attributed to human-caused cli-
mate change. The study used
data from the European Centre
for Medium-Range Weather
Forecasts' (ECMWF) ERAS data-
set, a reanalysis record that
reconstructs past weather condi-
tions by combining observations
with modelling.

Nearly two-thirds (64%) of
global dangerous humid heat
days since 1970 can be attributed
to human-caused climate change,
the study said. It said these condi-
tions put many people at risk of
heat-related illnesses.

“While high temperatures

on the rise: Study

pose risks to everyone, older
adults, children, pregnant people,
individuals with underlying
health conditions, and people
without access to cooling face
disproportionately greater dan-
gers. Humidity only piles on to
the risks, making even seemingly
mild days far more dangerous
than they appear. As global tem-
peratures continue (o rise dueto
the burning of fossil fuels, dan-
gerous humid heat is becoming
more frequentand widespread,”
the study added.

Dr Lisa Patel, a clinical associ-
ate professor of paediatrics at
stanford Children's Health and
executive director of the Medical
Society Consortium on Climate
and Health, said the numbers
were a wake-up call.

“Dangerous humid heat has
more than doubled since the
1970s. We're already seeing the
consequences play out in real
time. Fans are fainting at World
Cup matches in cites like Hous-
ton, and that's not a coincidence.
This kind of data is exactly the
tool clinicians and public health
officials need to anticipate where
heat-related illness will strike and
who is most at risk before people
end up in the ER,” she said.
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France detects
Ist Ebola ca

" Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

PARIS: France on Wednesday
announced its first confirmed
case of Ebola identified on its ter-
ritory, a doctor who had flown
' back from the Democratic
' Republic of Congo (DRC), which
' is fighting a major outbreak.

It is the first time France has
. detected Ebola. In 2014, during
' an outbreak in west Africa, two
patients were transported to
France, but they had been diag-
nosed abroad.

The patient, who arrived in
Paris on Tuesday, “boarded a
- commercial flight from Kin-
shasa and was almost asympto-
matic — except for headaches”,
' the health ministry said.

The doctor's condition
“slightly deteriorated during the
flight”, after which the patient
was immediately isolated and
taken into care upon landing in
Paris, even before the disease
was officially identified, the min-
istry added. Prime Minister
~ Sebastien Lecornu's office said
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A healthcare worker takes
samples from a patient

suffering from Ebola in Bunia, |
Ituri, DRC on Tuesday. AFP |
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he was monitoring the situation
“very closely”, but the health
ministry stressed that the risk of
transmission remained low.
The World Health Organiza-
tion chief, Tedros Adhanom | :
Ghebreyesus, said the global risk |
“remains low".
ALIMA (The Alliance for Inter- | .
national Medical Action), an
international medical humanitar-
ian organisation, said the patient |-

was one of its doctors, /
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~Sustaining India’s low-fertility future

ndia is emering a new
dmlngrdphk“[fhane. The
latest Samiple Registration
Svstem data pugs the
country’s woral fervility rate a1 1.9
children per woman, below bath
the global average of 2.2 and the

replacement level of 2.1 needed m |

keep a population stable, For a
COUMITY that h,a:,.]ﬂ.ﬂg worTied
about population growth, this
marks an important trn.
However, the decline is not
uniform. Rural fertility is still
around the replacement mark,
while urban fertility has fallen o
1.5, The sharper divide is
gengraphic. Delhi's fertility rate
stands ar an ultra-low of 1.2, while
Kerala, Tamil Madw and West
Bengal are at 1.3. These levels ars
lewer than those in the United
States {1.6), Finland (1.4}, and
Japan (1.3). At the other end, Bthar
remains at 2.9, followed by Uttar
Pradesh (2.6}, Madhya Pradesh
(2.4), and Rajasthan (2.3).

The implication is that India has
crossed into low fertility as a
nation, bul not a5 one
demographic economy. While
some States are already moving
rapidly towards ageing, others stll
have large cohorts set to enter the
labaur force over the next rao
decades. India must create
p]-gduf_flve g_p];r:j:l.'['l.l.l‘l.l.ﬂ.t.‘-‘ﬂ- for
young workers in poorer and

States, while
iMCOme, CAre,
health systems for older
populations where fermlity has
already fallen very low,

A difficult shift

Thie ransition could indeed be

challenging, Western Europe and

Japan aged after they had
industrialised, brought & lange
share of workers into formal
employrnent, widened their L
sysnenys, and bailt welfare
fnsriatlons with some capacily Bl
risk-poding. Even then, ageing
straimed puklee fndes; Jain
v thie Bmarebeny prsshi prabslie deln
aborve DA of G

Indix enters the szme

demographic passage o a weaker

Mmaiin e preal anis’ Diea oq) bosess . Lin
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Amarendu Nandy

Assoiatn F'l'ufu;grr
Econamics & Pulbic
Palicy frea, indian
Institute of
Managoment s
Rarchi, Views fire
persomal

SinCe most
workers sperad
their lives in
imfcarmmal or
szl
wik, all-ipe

income security |

rermains largely
aitsdcle Tormal
crpovimenl

CRUNTY L T A

| per-capita Income is arousmsd
32,8000 1ts direct tax base remains
narrow, with met direct faspayers
wccounting for only abowt 6% of
the total population. State
govermments, tished with much of
the social-sector sE, are
already fiscally stretched,

The abour-market base is just
as fragile. Since most workers

spend thelr lives in nformal ar
semi-formal work, old-age income

security remains largely outside
formal employment contracts, A |
coniribution-based pension
system works best when earnings |
are predictable, employment s
formal, and workers can save
regularly over decades, In India,
that assumption holds for only a
minority of the workforce.
Exiaring public safety nets
acknowledge this vulnerability bt
do not provide meaningful income
securbty. The Atal Pension Yojamsa
assumes sustalned contributions
acToss one's working life, which ks
difficult for informal workers with
volatile incomes. The old-age
pension under the National Social
Asgiatance Programme remains
200 a month for those sged &0 o
7% and 500 for those above 80,

Such support does not profect the
elderly from dependence.
Income security, however, i
only one part of the problem, For
Benerations, Indias welfare state |
hi been partly hidden inside the
household, The joint family,
co-resident children, and ungpaid
female care absorbed many of the
Fﬂ*""‘a*ﬁ_d age, That arrangement
15 W under the pressure |
IJ'I'UItI'FI.I'.IiEEﬁEnh, m'gr?mn,
Auclear households; and women's
educational and work dapirations,
Studies of kefi-behind slderly
parents show thar while children's I
IMETration fmprosves monetary [
resaurces, it worsens loneliness
afid feealth vulnerabiliny. f
Tor b sure, India has abour 150
milfion propde aed 60 ancl abiraz,
By 20050, that numiber is projected
s s ton 347 i, or gesarky
game=fafnly of thee pogaalarkon, et the
fcome hase ol old age remping
wiek, NITE Aoyt Ty nestedd e |

TUPC wal tlmir wlsibicn by o hejsmyin ] smie

others while 78% have no pension
cover. These numbers explain why
Ingdia needs an inflation-indexed
minimum pension foor, not as a
substitute for contributory
pensions, but as a basic layer of
public risk-pooling for old age.

Ageing will also change the
nature of healtheare demand. The
pressure will come from the
long-term management of
hypertension, diabetes, dementia,
disability, and palliative
dependence. India has shown that
spstained public investment can
alter demographic outcomes. [t
did 5o for fertility, institutional
deliveries, and child survival. The
sarme mizzion-mode action will
now be needed for embedding
geriatric cane inio nursing
practice, district health planning,
and primary care.

The guestion of migraton

The transifion also has a federal
dimension. The fastest-ageing
Seates will increasingly need
workers from younger Stafes, This
coatld be a source of national
balance, but only if younger States
Iwvest aporesaively nedwcation,
health, and skills, so that their
workers do nof merely move into
lowarage informality elsewhere, It
will also require older, richer, and
more urbanieed States to treat
migrants not as temporary labour
bast as citizens who help sustain
their economies and therefore
deserve portable protection. A
national lvbour market cannot resr
on welfare systems fied narmowly
to doamicile, I workers miove
acmoss Stabe borders, their
entithrments must neove withi

[ then, Portability of welfire

betiefits rust b give oF the
foundations of an ageing economny,
Intermariomil evidlegeee hows

| bt b ferdliey cin acooeipran

prspeerity. The dilficaliy is than
Ity b= Enteeringe s ageing
Pelie connpdering the Dooesilsans
lar muiche agaeingg nangeadle
plsEwhe e Ingbu's low fernliay
fuuere willl B sicstcible casly ol
stpoiger puibili systens gaduaky
assninnee Tesysonsilifiies at Lrge
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