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Governnment thátswears by 
nari shakti keeps failing women 

SHAMA 
MOHAMED 

The broader 
statistics paint 
an equally 
troubling 

picture. Crimes 
against women 

remain 
alarmingly 
high, with 
hundreds of 
thousands of 

Cases 
registered 
annually 

QUALITY WAS one of the 
basic principles of India's free 
dom movement. The 
country's founding fathers 
strove for equality irrespective 

ofreligion, caste, or gender. They ensured 
that women got equal rights to vote, own 
property, and participate in public life. In 
dependent India aspired to be a progress 
ive nation that treated its women with 
dignity, respect, and justice. It is, there 
fore, disturbing that, as India approaches 
the 79th year of Independence, women's 
safety remains in crisis. According to the 
Women, Peace and Security Index 2023, 
India ranks 131st out of 177 countries, plac 
ing it behind several of its regional peers. 
For a nation that prides itself on being a 
global power, this is a sobering reality. 

E 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
promised to implement the Nari Shakti 
Vandan Adhiniyam, which seeks to in 
crease women's representation in legisla 
tures. To fast-track it, the government in 
troduced the 131st Amendment Bill, which 
couldn't muster the required two-thirds 
majority. Today, the BJP seems to be using 
unfair means to break the TMC and the 
Shiv Sena to get that majority. A question 
must also be asked of the party whose 
leader has often used the "Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao" slogan: What has it done for 

the security of women on the ground? 
The case of Bilkis Bano offers a 

troubling answer. In August 2022, the 11 
men convicted of gang-raping her during 
the 2002 Gujarat riots were released 
under a remission policy. Images of the 
convicts being garlanded upon 
release by some BJP members shocked 
the nation. The BJP MP from Dahod, Jas 
wantsinh Bhabhor, and his brother, 
the party's MLA from Limkheda, Shai 
leshbhai Bhabhor, even shared the stage 
with Shailesh Chimanlal Bhatt, one of the 
11 men convicted for gang-raping Bilkis 
Bano. AII this gave the message that 
even in one of the country's most notori 
ous cases of sexual violence, justice ap 
peared negotiable. 

Similarly disturbing is the treatment 
of self-styled godman Asaram Bapu, who 

is serving life sentences in two rape 
cases. He got parole recently and re 
portedly visited the Ram Mandir and de 
livered satsangs in Varanasi. What does 
this say about the government's commit 
ment tO Women? 

Then there is Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh, convicted of rape and murder, who 
has been granted parole on numerous o 
casions since his conviction in 2017. Pa 
role decisions ultimately require the in 
volvement of state authorities. The 
frequency with which such reliefhas been granted has fuelled concerns that political 
considerations often outweigh sensitivity 
toward victims and their families. 

In 2023, several friends from 
other countries called me to ask why PM 
Modi was not 1listening to India's cel 
ebrated women wrestlers, including 
Olympic medallists, who had accused 
BJP MPand then Wrestling Federation of 

India chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh of 
sexual harassment. Instead of receiving 
swift justice, the athletes found them 
selves protesting on the streets of the 
national capital. The images of the 
wrestlers being detained by the police 
while the accused remained politically in 
fluential sparked outrage both within 
India and abroad. 

The broader statistics paint an equally 
troubling picture. Crimes against women 
remain alarmingly high, with hundreds 
ofthousands of cases registered annualy. 
According to the National Crime Records 
Bureau, in 2023, 15,000 dowry cases were 
recorded, with 6,100 deaths a 14 per 
cent increase from the previous year. 
Cases of crimes against women rose from 
4.45 lakh in 2022 to 4.48 lakh in 2023. 

In which civilised nation is this 
acceptable? In numerous cases of dowry 
deaths, domestic violence, sexual assault, 
and harassment, women continue to 
face harassment and conviction rates 
often remaln low. It is time for society to 
show the BJP government the mirror and 
hold it accountable. 

The writer is national spokesperson, 
Indlan National Congresş 
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Toddler ingests mosquito repellent at homé, 
reçovers after three weeks of intensive care 

Anuja.Jaiswal 
atimesofindia.com 

New Delhi: What began as a 
outine day at home turned in 
to a medical emergency re 
cently for a 19-month-old child 
who accidentally ingested 

mosquito-repellent liquid, lea 
ding to life threatening lung 
injury and a prolonged battle 
for survival. 

The child was rushed to 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital after 
reportedly accessing a mos 
quito-repellent refill bottle 
and consumingsome of theli 
quid. Doctors said part of the 
chemical may also have ente 
red the lungs, triggering seve 
re complications that left the 
child critically ill. 

Within hours, the toddler 
developed acute lung injry, 
pneumonia, acute respirato 
ry distress syndrome, shock, 
kidney injury and multi-or 
gan dysfunction. Oxygen 

levels remained critically 
low despite intensive care, 
raising concerns about sur 
vival and possible long-term 

WHY MOSQUITO-REPELLENT 
LIQUIDS ARE DANGEROUS 
Can cause 
severe lung 
injury if 
inhaled or 
aspirated 
May trigger 
pneumonia and 
respiratory failure 
Can lead to 
multi-organ 
complications in 
severe cases 

lung damage. 

Children 
are 
especially 
vulnerable 

cThe child came to us in 
an extremely critical condi 
tion. For a period, survival 
appeared unlikely as Oxygen 
levels remained severely 
compromised," said Dr Dhi 
ren Gupta, who led the treat 
ment with the hospital's pae 
diatric intensive care team 

SAFETY CHECKLIST 
FOR PARENTS 

Keep refill packs out of 
children's reach 
2 Do not leave devices where 
toddlers can access them 

Check for loose 
fittings or leakage 
O Unplug devices 
when not required 

Seek immediate medical 
care if ingestion is suspected 

comprising Dr Suresh Gupta, 
Dr AnilSachdeva and Dr Nee 
raj Gupta. 

The child remained in the 
paediatric intensive 
unit, requiring advanced 
yentilatory support, medica 
tion to maintain blood pres 
sure and specialised therapi 
es to improve oxygenation. 

care 

After 20 days of intensive 
care, the toddler began to re 
cover and was eventually dis 
charged. Doctors said the 
child's neurological recovery 
was notable despite prolong 
edlow Oxygen levels. 

The case also highlights a 
lesser-recognised household 
hazard. According to the fa 
mily the toddler pulled a cha 
ir to reach a plugged-in mos 
quito-repellent device and 
handled the refill unit. 

Doctors said such products 
often perceived 

as harmless but can be dange 
rous if ingested or inhaled. 
Even a small amount entering 
the lungs can cause severe che 
mical injry they added. 

are 

They advised parents to 
keep mosquito-repellent de 
vices, refill packs and insecti 
cides out of children's reach, 
and to check for loose fittings 
or leaks before use. 

The incident underlines 
how Common household 
products can pose serious 
risks to young children Wit 
hin minutes. 



Heatwaves leading to increased čoncentrations of 
ground-levelozone, aggravating health risks:Study 
Armitabh Sinha 
New Delhi, June 19 

HEATWAVES ARE notjust a di 
rect threat to human health, 
they also drive up concentra 
tions ofground-level ozone that 
sharply aggravate mortality 
risks, a new study by Indian re 
searchers has shown. In 2024 
alone, more than 830 deaths in 
India could be attributed to in 
creased ozone concentrations 
caused byextreme heat, accord 
ingto the study. 

The study, Heatwaves 
trigger severe surface ozonepol 
lution in India: Regional Hot 
spots, Trends and Health Ef 
fects', has been published in 
Clean Air,apartofNature stable 

of journals, and is the first of its 
kindattempt to assess the health 
impacts of increased levels of 
surface-level ozone concentra 
tions due to heatwaves in India. 

Ozone is naturally pro 
duced, and found, in the middle 
atmosphere, at an altitude be 
tween 15 km and 50 km from 

People use a cloth to shield themselves from the scorching heat on 
a hot summer day, in Lucknow on Friday. ANI 

the Earth's surface. This ozone 
protects the Earth from the 
harmful ultraviolet rays in the 
sunlight. It absorbs these rays, 
acting asa naturalsunscreen for 

the Earth. But ozone close to the 
ground is an air pollutant. Sur 
face-level ozone is not naturally 
produced, but is by-product of 
chemical reactions between 
other common air pollutants 
like nitrogen oxides (NOx) and 
volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs) in the presence of sun 
light. Heat has the effect of ac 
celerating these reactions. 

"Ozone concentrations of 
about 30 parts per billion (ppb) 
at the ground level is usually 
considered safe. In most parts 
ofIndia, this backgroundozone 
concentration is around 50-55 
ppb. This is particularly true of 
northwestern India and the 
Gangetic plains, which carries 
a very high pollution load, Dur 

ing heatwaves, the ozone con 
centration is driven up even 
higher," said Jayanarayanan 
Kuttippurath, an associate pro 
fessor at the Centre for Ocean, 
River, Atmosphere and Land 
Sciences at IIT Kharagpur, who 
authored the study, along with 
Parambat Sangeetha of Kerala 
University of Fisheries and 
Ocean Studies, Kochi. 

Exposure to ozone affects 
lungs and heart, and can lead to 
Chronic ObstructivePulmonary 
Disease (COPD) and Ischemic 
Heart Disease (THD), apart from 
cancer and diabetes, A large 
number of deaths, in tens of 
thousands every year, is already 
associated with oZone expOsure. 
The Stateof Global Airreport for 
2025 had said there were about 
234,000 COPD deaths in India in 
2023 in which oZone exposure 
was the aggravating factor. 

Heatwaves are now exacer 
bating the problem. The 
summer months in India are 
generally a relief from airpollu 
tion, but the rise in ozone con 

centrations could be adding a 
new threat. 

"Under climate change 
scenarios, because ofgeneralin 
crease in temperatures all 
across, more and more regions 
are likely to have high concen 
trations ofozone. The frequency 
and severity of heatwaves is ex 
pected to rise, and so would the 
threat from ozone exposure," 
Prof Jayanarayanan said. 

He said agencies like the 
India Meteorological Depart 
ment (IMD), or the Central Pol 
lution Control Bureau (CPCB), 
needed to extensively monitor 
the concentrations of ground 
level ozone, as actively as they 
do for a number of other par 
ameters, and include this in 
formation in their bulletins and 
alerts. 

The increased levels of 
Ozone caused by heatwvaves 
persists for about three to four 
days on anaverage after the end 
ofthe heatwave, the study said 
based on their analysis of data 
over the last 21 years. 
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Prevention Over Cure: 
Focus Of Bad-Air Fight 
Nov1 To Feb 28: Strict Fuel Norms, Staggered Timings 

THAT STARTS BEFORE SMOG SETS IN 
Framework shifts focus from emergency response to advance planning 

Proactive Winter Air Quality Management Framework notified under the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986 

TIGHTER CURBS TO CUT 
VENICULAR EMISSIONS 

Fuel to be supplied only to 
vehicles carrying valid PUCCs 

Non-BS-VI commercial 
vehicles from outside Delhi 
to be barred between Nov 1 
and Jan 31 
O Exemptions for CNG 
vehicles, EVS, emergency 
services and govt vehicles 
9 Parking charges at 
authorised facilities 
to be doubled 

WINTER PLAN. 

offices may adopt staggered timings and limit 
physical attendance to 50%: 
essential services exempt 

Abhinav.Rajput 
Otimesofindia.com 

New Delhi: In a move aimed 
at reducing winter air pollu 
tion through advance plarn 
ning rather than emergency 
interventions, Delhi govt 
Friday notified a Proactive 
Winter Air Quality Manage 
ment Framework, outlining 
a series of measures that co 
uld be implemented annual 
ly between Novland Feb 28. 

The framework, announ 
ced by chief minister Rekha 
Gupta, seeks to give resi 
dents, industries, construc 
tion agencies, commercial 
establishments and govt de 
partments sufficient time to 
prepare for restrictions and 
pollution-control measures 
before the winter sets ín. 
Among its key proví 

sions, petrol pumps will 
supply fuel only to vehicles 

STRICTER DUST 
CONTROL RULES 

To work 
alongside the 
revised GRAP 

Construction and demolition 
activities must comply with 
prescribed dust-control norms 
from Nov1 to Jan 31 

Additional restrictions 
may be imposed between 
Dec 10 and Jan 20 
OEssential and critical 
projects exempt from 
enhanced curbs 

Movement of vehicles 
carrying construction 
material may be regulated 
5 Anti-smog guns and 
mist-suppression systems 
mandatory at large buildings 

with a valid pollution under 
control certificate. Govt has 
also proposed doubling par 
king charges at authorised 
facilities to discourage exce 
ssive use of private vehicles. 

Under a staggered office 
timing system, govt and pri 
vate offices, barring essenti 
al and emergency services, 
will be allowed a maximum 
of 50% physical attendance. 

To cut vehicular emissio 
ns, most non-BS-VI commer 
cial vehicles registered out 
sidę Delhi will not be allowed 
in between Nov land Jan 31. 

Officials said the initiati 
ve marked a shift from the 
earlier practice of introdu 
cing restrictions only after 
pollution levels had deterio 
rated significantly The ad 
vance notification will help 
stakeholders avoid last-mi 
nute disruptions, she added. 

Construction and demoli 

Will be enforced 
every year from 
Nov 1 to Feb 28 

OPEN BURNING 
UNDER LENS 

RWAS and institutions 
tasked with preventing 
burning of garbage, leaves 
and other materials 

Alternative heating 
arrangements to be 
provided for workers and 
security personnel 
3 Field surveillance to 
be intensified, including 
drone-based monitoring 
OEnvironmental 
compensation and other 
penal action proposed 
against violators 
S Public participatiorn to be key 

tion activities will follow en 
vironmental and dust-cont 
rolnorms between Nov 1 and 
Jan 31, with additional rest 
rictions between Dec 10 and 
Jan 20, when pollution levels 
are at their peak. 

Govt has also made anti 
smog guns, mist suppression 
systems and other dust-cont 
rol mechanisms mandatory at 
large commercial highrise bu 
ildings and major construc 
tion sites. 

The framework emphasi 
ses prevention of open bur 
ning of garbage, leaves and 
other materials. RWAs, insti 
tutions, contractors and es 
tablishments will take pre 
ventive measures. 

othe 

Drone-based surveillance 
and field monitoring will be 
intensified and violations 
will attract environmental 

comPnlties. tion charges and 
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Congress Connect CentTe. PTI 

CM notifies winter air quality 
framework, outlines curbs 
Ahe Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government on 
Friday notified a Proactive 
Winter Air Quality Manage 
ment Framework', COn 
taining a series of mea 
sures that "may be" 
invoked during the winter 
season from November to 
February if pollution levels 
rise, the Chief Minister's 
Office said on Friday. 

"Most of the measures 
existing directions or 

steps taken in the past, but 
we are now putting them 
in one place so that all sta 
keholders can take note of 
them and prepare in ad 
vance," it quoted CM Rek 
ha Gupta as saying. 

are 

CM Rekha Gupta said the 
measures are likely to come 
into effect from November. PTI 

report, which was shared 

Under the framework, 
fuel will be supplied at pe 
trol pumps in Delhi only to 
vehicles possessing a valid 
pollution under control 
certificate during the win 
ter. Non-BS VI commercial 
vehicles registered outside 
Delhi will not be allowed to 

enter the city between No 
vermber l and January 31. 

Moreover, CNG and 
electric vehicles, in addi 
tion to emergency service 
vehicles and those engaged 
in government work, will 
be exempt from the restric 
tions. “To discourage ex 
cessive use of private vehi 

cles, parking charges will 
be doubled. A staggered of 
fice-timing system will be 
introduced to reduce traf 
fic congestion and pollu 
tion. Government and priv 
ate offices will operate with 
a maximum of 50 percent 
physical attendance," stat 
ed the release. 

The framework also 
prohibits open burning of 
garbage and biomass. 



Saurday, June 20, 2026 
DEL 

Census enumerators at Shashi Garden in the Mayur Vihar area In New Delhi. sUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

The pressures of 
counting India 

very day for about a month, M. Soumi 
na, a government-school teacher, be 
gan her mornings by knocking on the A doors of apartments in a multi-storey 

Althouch th sho w r Vihar. 
closed for the summer break, Soumina had her 
task cut out for her after being appointed an en 
umerator for the ongoing Census. The exercise 
relies on about 33 lakh government teachers and 
other enumerators, who will spend nearly a year 

Indians on 

Enumerators working on the Census are facing several challenges in the feld, including heat, connectivity isSues, 
and safety concems. Though the exercise is being conducted through a digital system designed for real-ime 
monitoring, held workers say conditions on the ground and supervisory instructions are affecting data 
collection. Vijaita Singh reports on the challenges 

Tesident 

Surveyu sand demographics. 
For Soumina, the work meant spending hours 

going door to door in a brutal Delhi summer, 
with temperatures consistently hovering bet 
ween 40°C and 42°C. She surveyed 150 Nats 
spread across 17 apartment blocks and adminis 

ousehold Ed a33question survey to 
I was making those visits daily from May 19," 

said Soumina. "I had an app on my phone to re 
cord the data. Before asking the questions, the 
households also have to be mapped and geo 
tagged on the app." Other than her smartphone, a black bag, a QR 

white cap with the 
Census logo to protect her from the heat, Soumi na's companion during these visits was her hus 
band, who works in the production unit ofa new 
spaper. She said she felt safer with him around. 

Like Soumina, enumerators working on the 
Census report facing several challenges n e 
field, incluang he eyercise is being con 
ducted through a digital system designed for real 
time monitoring, field workers said conditions 
on the gound and supervisory instructions are 
affecting data collection. Many of them have also 
flagged these issues on social media. 
A massive exercise 
The questions that enumerators asked are part of the Houselisting and Housing Operations HLO). 
the frst phase of the Population Census 2027. 
The questionnalre was notified by the Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner of india on a 
nuary 22. 2027 Census marks several firsts: it ís In 
dia's frst fully digital Census, the first to collect 
caste data, and the first to allow residents to self 
enumerate. The exercise was originally sche 
duled for 2021, but was postponed because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, Indla ls conduct 
ing its population count six years later than he 
decennial schedue at for policy plan 
ning and welfare programmes. 

Tne 

The HLO phase involves the collection of data 
on housing conditons, household composition, basic amenities, and assets to assess living stan 
dards. It captures information on the structure ol 
dwellings; accnsumer goods, and he num 
ber of people living In a household. It also col 
lects residents moblle numbers for official 
communication. The HLo phase will lay the foundation for the 
second pnase of tnetesus Popuanon nu bruary 202 ion 

GROUND ZERO 

When I flled 
untreated 
tap water as 
an option. 
the 

visor 

THE HINDIU 

charge 
ofcers 
asked me to 
change the 
entry to tap 
water from 
treated 
source 
Census 
enurneraor 

dakh and the snow-bound regions of Uttarak 
hand, Jammu and Kashmir, and Himachal 
Pradesh, both phases have been set a deadline of 
September 30, 2026, due to weather constraints. 
colleet ther detalled indidual-evel data in 
cluding religion. Each enumerator gets an hono rarium of 25,000 for completing the task. So far. 
23 States and Union Territories have completed 
the first phase 

Meeting strangers 
With several occupants being working profes 
sionals, Soumina said it was difficult to get them 
to answer questions during the day. 

"Most residents leave for work around 8.30 in 
the morning. So I visited homes between 7 and 
modative. others asked us to come again later or 

skip the exercise altogether." she said. 
ifa house was locked, she would go back again 

and again until she got the data, Soumina added. 
"Sometimes the visit extended into the evening 
so I would again go with my husband. 

rators, mostly 
government school teachersS, said they asked 
their husbands or other male members in their 
families to accompany them during fheld visits. 

Meenu Verma, a primary school teacher from 
Rae Bareli, Utar Pradesh, said that her husband 
and brother-in-law helped her during the exer 
hushand and I used to Wake: ouse t4 in the mor 
ing and reach the assigned village by 7. From 7 to 
about 1, we would find people in their homes, 
but after noon, due to the heat, the entire village 
would be deserted." 

She said they would then hesitate to knock on 
doors. "Many of them nad no awae 
want to request the government to appoint en umerators in pairs. Or a male colleague should 
accompany a female enumerator. Not everyone 
is polite. And in villages, houses are spread afar," 
Verma sald. 

On May 21, a First Information Report (FIR) 
was registered agalnst Deesi erater 
while she was on duty. On June 13, a Delhl court 
convicted the accused, Sandeep Panwar, 43, for 
the crime. Earlier, on April 25, a female Census 

Census enumerators in Ne Delhl sASu sKuR KASHYAP 

pMer 

enumerator was allegedly denied entry into an 
apartment building in Bengaluru where an un 
identifed individual allegedly used abustve lan 
guage against her, following which an FIR was re 
gistered against him. 

ivedi, a Hindi lecturer hel hoesotumina's supervi 
sor, said six enumerators were reporting to him. 
"Fetching data from slum clusters was easier 
than seeking information from multi-storey 
apartments," he said. 

go 

In Haryana and Deneemnlained 
that they faced hostility and were denied entry by residents of high-rise buildings and residents' 
welfare associations (RWAS). The district admi 
nistraton or Gsecton 8(2) of the Census 
ACt, 1948, every resident is "legally bound" to rCensus-related questions to the best of 

wThe slum residents were hesitant initially," 
said Dwivedi, who collected data as an enumera tor during the 2011 Census. "They thought this 
Hese O demoish the s 
than forthcoming. Some thought that participat 
ing in it would make then eligíble for govern ment schemes. Many others came to us with doc 
uments, asking for help in applying for welfare 
sct 

elbi. Cer 

Dwivedi recalled that in 201, the process was 
tedious: all the data had to be noted down on 
paper, which could get lost or damaged. He said 
residents were reluctant to share information on 
assets as they feared tax raids. 

The digital divide 
Beyond personal safety, the digital divide in India 
has also affected feldwork. In metros and towns 
with better mobile connectivity, enumerators en 
tered data directly on their phones. Elsewhere, 
they said they recorded details on paper or in no 
tebooks and uploaded them on the app after go 
According to the Comprehensive Modular Sur 

vey: Telecom, conducted from January to March 
2025 as a part of the 80th round of the National Sample Survey, 83.3 % of rural households and 
91.6% of urban households had access to Inter 
net. The total number of households surveyed 

Once an enumerator has logged in, it is 
etwors poor, the data can get corrupted," sald 

erator from U.P. 
Enumerators use their own phones to collect 

the data and have been asked not to delete the 
apps during the enumeration phase. However, 
they sald the app crashes often. 

the Census 2027 Hoeae ore, the bensus 2027 
downloads, has a rating of 2.9, It can only be 
downloaded by authorised users - enumerators, 
supervisors, and charge oficers, Of the 4,570 re 
views submitted, 2,054 users gave it a one-star 
rating, whlle 1,735 rated It five stars. 
Facing FIRS 
On the outskirts of Delhl, In U.P's Nolda, Sec 
tor-6, Indu Prakash Singh, charge officer, who 
oversees the work of enumerators and supervi 
sors, set up a camp office at the Indira Gandhl 
Culrural Centre to monlor Census-related work. 
ofñclals with technlcal expertise were statloned 
In a large lhall, with computer screens placed on 

Slngh's lob was to ensure the smooth conduct 
of the exercise, whlch entalled suveylng 2,309 
house-listing blocks (HLJS), each comprlsing 150 
180 housecholds witha population of 800-1,000. 
The exercise ran from May 22 to June 20 In U.P. 

Though Census actvitles are usually carrled 
out by governnent enployees, in U.P., 

school teachers were also enroled to tide over 
the shortage of government school teachers. "The district administration in Noida issued 
dlrectons to engage teachers from private 

ate 

dire 

"But some of them moved the Alahabad High 
Court, which ruled In their favour, and 5O% of 
the 1,000 teachers who were trained backed out 
at the last moment. We were forced to engage 
NGOS and other private people for the task" sald 

Mbashtra. ver 500 private unaided and 
minority schools moved the Bombay High Court 
in May against notices, appolntment orders, and 
coercive steps such as FIRS Issued agaínst their 
teaching and non-teachíng staff for falling to re 
port for Census duties. 
tion to the school assocna 
Section 4A of the Census Act applies only to "lo 
cal authorities" and prima acie the Census ACT 
and the Census Rules, 1990 do not impose any 
statutory obligation on private unaided schools 
to provide theír staff as enumerators or 
Supervisors. ve been several instances of enumer 
ators facing FIRS for not taking up the assigned 
work. Though the total fgures are difficult to as 
sess, at least two FIRS were fled in Haryana 
against 10 enumerators, while a case each was 
iled in Noida and Greater Nolda against more 
than 80 enumerators on June 3 

Act 

proec 

ds Bureau 
for 2010 and 2011, when the frst and second 
phases of the Census were last conducted, do not 
mention any cases registered under the Census 

Editing data 

orts 

Enumerators took to social media to flag issues 
such as heat and connectivity problems. They al 
so reported witnessing stark income inequE edit da and defrrecting discrepancies 

Earlier, it often took months or even years to pro 
cess Census forms. Mobile apps have now ena 
bled real-time data monitoring through the Cen 
sus Management ana Montorm8e 
available not only to enumerators, but also to su 
pervisors and charge officers. Enumerators sald 
they were asked to change data, particularly for 
questions related to sanitation, electricity, and 
LPG connection. acher in Delhi said during training, 
for a guestion relating to "access to latrine", they 
were asked not to select the "no" option. This İs 
used as a category for households without access 
to a latrine, and indicates open defecaion. The 
sively for household use only (1) "Shared with 
other households (2); and "Public latnne (3)" 

jasthan. "On the held, many residents in ray en 
umeration block said they defecate in the open. 
When I submitted the data, I was asked by my su 
to show that the households had access to a la 
trine, even if a public toilet was anywhere in the 
vicinity." 

Another enumerator from U.P. said they were 
also asked to edit data on the main source of 

ban areas) and the total nimber af 
1.42 lakh (82,573 in rural areas and 59,492 in ur 
ban areas). In the survey, a person was constional LPG coverage rose from 55.9%in April 2014 dered to have "used the internet" if they had ac 
cessed it at least once in the past three months. 

"Connectivity is a huge issue, especially in ru 

from treated sourceuntreated source, well, hand 
pump, rubewell/borehole, spring, river/canal, 
tank/pond/lake, packaged/botled water and oth 
er sources. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, one of 
the flagship schemes of the Bharatiya Janata Par 
ty government, nearly 81.97% households in In: 

enumera 

When i Alled untreated tap water as : 
tion, the supervisor and the charge officers asked 
me to change the entry to tap water from treated 
source. What is the point of door-to-door enum 
eration then," asked the enumerator. 

The question on the availability of a kitchen 
LPG/PNG Connection were also edited, the 

LPG connection in their name, they were usi 
cow dung cakes or wooden logs to cook as they had not refilled the cylinders for several months. 

f we mentioned firewood or charcoal as the res 
ponse, which is what we observed, we were 
asked to change the entry to show that the main 
According to the Prdlor irom Rajasthan. 

107.2% in April 2026. Consumers grew from 
4.51 crore to 33.39 crore in the same period. 
On June 2, the Director of Census Operations, 

Rajasthan, wrote to all district functionaries say 
ing "during the analysis of field data collected so 
Charge officers were inete been noticed". 
blocklevel data through the CMMS Dortal. in a cordance with the actual field situation. 

Around 11 a.m. on June 12, Manish Kumar, ago 
vernment employee, went to a building in Noi 
da's Sector2. An open draln lowed on the side 
cupants, langely m Snce many of the o 
the courtyard of the three-storey bulding, a wo 
man was washing bedsheets In a corner using 
two tubs of water. A man was taklng a bath in a 
narrow veranda outslde his oneroom accommo 
datlon, which he shared with six other members 
of the lamly. knocked on each door to ensure that 
every household was enumerated. The c rooms 
that were open mostly had women and chlldren 
inslde. Whle some resldents responded imme 
diately, others were suspicious of Kumar. He not 
ed down the detalls,, stepped out of the bullding. 
and then logged the information into the Census 
appou reum In he evening and ov er the weekend to reach residents whose doors 
were locked. "A household must be labelled va 
cant or locked only after muluple visits," he sald. 
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Sickle cell 
anaemia to be 
eradicated by 
2047: Murmu 
The Hindu Bureau 
BHỌPÁL 
President Droupadi Mur 
mu on Friday said that the country would eradicate 
sickle cell anaemia well be 
fore the government-set 
target of 2047, while call 
ing for collective efforts to 
raise awareness about the 
disorder, especially among 
tribal communities. 

Addressing a Madhya 
Governnment Pradesh 

event in Khandwa district's 
Omkareshwar, the Presi 
dent said, "Through collec 
tive strength and active 
participation of all States, 
India would achieve its na 
tional goal of eliminating 
sickle cell-related diseases 
well before 2047" 

She also said that va 
rious key targets set during 
the launch 'of the National 
Mission in 2023 have been 
achieved ahead of sche 
dule, including the screen 
ing of seven crore people 
between zero and 40 years 
of age. The President said 
that various scientific stu 
dies had shown that sickle 
cell anaemia amnong tribal 
communities was many 
times higher than in thé 
general population. "I 
Would like to urge all State 
governments and officials 
not to take this disease 
lightly because it passes 
from one generation to 
another. Efforts should be 
made to eradicate it com 
pletely" shé said. 
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Delhi lists 
curbs in run up to winter 
Saloni Bhatia 
saloni.bhatia @hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: Months before Delhi 
enters its annual pollution sea 
son, the city government on Fri 
day unveiled a winter air quality 
framework that could bring back 
a host of familiar restrictions -
from doubled parking charges, 
and a bąn on fuel sales to vehi 
cles without valid pollution cer 
tificates, to curbs on out-of-state 
commercial vehicles, and stag 
gered ofice timings and attend 
ance -if pollution levels deteri 
orate later this year, the govern 
ment announced on Friday. 
The "Proactive Winter Air 

Quality Management Frame 
work", notified by the Delhi gov 
ernment, laid out measures that 
may be activated between 
November and February when 
air quality worsens and the 
Graded Response Action Plan 
(Grap) comes into force. 

Chief minister Rekha Gupta 
said the move is aimed at giving 
residents, businesses and gov 
ernment agencies advance 
notice of potential restrictions 
instead of announcing them only 
after pollution levels spike. The 
notified guidelines are expected 
to remain in force every year 
from November I to February 28 
and will function as a supple-
mentary framework to Grap. 

"For the first time, months 
before winter, the government is 
outliningwhat measures may be 
taken if pollution levels rise, 

anti-pollution 
Set to be in force from Nov to Feb 
WHAT THE FRAMEWORK OUTLINES 
NO FUEL TO VEHICLES that 
don't have valid PUC certificate 
BAN ON NON-8S-V 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 
registered outside Delhi (From 
November 1 to January 31) 
2X PARKING CHARGES 
at authorised lots to reduce 
private vehicle use 

Essential and 
emergency 
services are 
exempt from 
these 
provislons 

THE CURBS WILL BE IN FORCE ALONGSIDE GRAP NORMS 

what arrangements could be 
implemented and what different 
stakeholders will be 
expected to do." 
The framework, 

issued under the Envi 
ronment (Protection) 
Act, 1986, will operate 
alongside the revised 
Grap notified by the 
Commission for Air 
Quality Management. 

STAGGERED TIMINGS a 
govt and private offices; the 
may also be told to limlt 
physlcal attendance to S025 
DUST-CONTROL 
MEASURES to be strlcy 

Imposed at construch 
demolition sites, ce 
(Novembete an 

Under the frame 
work, petrol pumps will supply 
fuel only to vehicles with a valid 

pollution control certificate. 
Authorities also plan to bar 

the entry of non-BS-VI 
commercial vehicles 
registered outside Delhi 
between November 1 
and January 31. Electric 
vehicles, CNG vehicles, 
emergency service 
vehicles and vehicles 
engaged in government 
work will be exempt. To 
discourage excessive 

use of private vehicles, parking 
charges at authorised parking 

AIR WE 
BREATHE 

RAJK RAJIHT FLE 

facilities will be doubled from 
November l to February 28. 
The government also plans to 

introduce staggered office tim 
ings, under which government 
and private offices may be 
required to operate with only 
50% physical attendance. Essen 
tial and emergency services will 
remain exempt. 

Environmentalists welcomed 
the move, but said the govern 
ment must ensure the measures 
are effectively enforced to make 
a meaningful difference. 
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