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Government that swears by

nari shakti keeps failing women

The broader
statistics paint
an equally
troubling
picture, Crimes
against women
remain
alarmingly
high, with
hundreds of
thousands of

registered

OUALITY WAS one of the
basic principles of India's free-
dom movement. The
country's founding fathers
strove for equality irrespective
of religion, caste, or gender, They ensured
that women got equal rights ro vole, own
property, and participate in public life. In-
dependent Indiaaspired to be a progress-
ive nation that treated its women with
dignity, respect, and justice. It is, there-
fore, disturbing that, as India approaches
the 79th year of Independence, women's
safety remains in crisis. According o the
Women, Peace and Security Index 2023,
India ranks 131st out of 177 countries, plac-
ing it behind several of its regional peets.
For a nation that prides itself on being a
global power, this is a sobering reality.
Prime Minister Marendra Modi has
promised to implement the Nari Shakl
vandan Adhiniyam, which seeks to ini-
crease women's representation in legista-
tures. To fast-track it, the government in-
troduced the 1315t Amendment Bill, which
couldn't muster the required two-thirds
majority. Today, the BIP seems to be using
unfair means to break the TMC and the
shiv Sena to get that majority. A question
must also be asked of the party whose
leader has often used the “Bet! Bachao
Bet{ Padhao” slogan: What has it done for
the security of women on the ground?
The case of Bilkis Bano offers a
troubling answer. In August 2022, the 11
men convicted of gang-raping herduring
the 2002 Gujarat riots were released
under a remission policy. Images of the
convicts being garlanded upon
release by some BJP members shocked
the natlon, The BJP MP from Dahod, Jas-
wantsinh Bhabhor, and his brother,
the party's MLA from Limkheda, Shal-
leshbhai Bhabhor, even shared the stage
with Shallesh Chimanlal Bhatt, one ofthe
11 men convicted for gang-raping Bilkis
Eano, All this gave the message that
even In one of the country’s most notori-
ous cases of sexual violence, Justice ap-
peared negotlable.
Similarly disturbing is the treatment
of sell-styled godman Asaram Bapu, who

is serving life sentences in two rape
cases. He got parole recently and re-
portedly visited the Ram Mandir and de-
livered satsangs in Varanasi, What does
this say about the government’s commit-
ment to women?

Then there is Gurmeet Ram Rahim
Singh, convicted of rape and murder, who
has been granted parole on nUMEeTOUs 0o~
casions since his conviction in 2017 Pa-
role decisions ultimately require the in-
volvement of state authoritles, The
frequency with which such relief has been
granted has fuelled concerns that political

considerations often outweigh sensitivicy
torward victims and their families.

In 2023, several friends from
other countries called me to ask why PM
Modi was not listening to India’s cel-
ebrated women wrestlers, including
Olympic medallists, who had accused
BJPMPand then Wrestling Federationof
India chief Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh of
gexual harassment, Instead of receiving
ewift justice, the athletes found them-
selves protesting on the streets of the
national capital., The images of the
wrestlers being detained by the police
whilethe accused remained politically in-
fluential sparked outrage both within
Indiaand abroad.

The broader statistics paint an equally
troubling picture. Crimes against women
remain alarmingly high, with hundreds
ofthousands of cases registered annually.
According to the National Crime Records
Bureau, in 2023, 15,000 dowry cases were
recorded, with 6,100 deathe — a 14 per
cent increase from the previous year,
Cases of crimes against women rose from
4.45 lakh in 2022 1o 4.48 lakh in 2023,

In which civilised nation s this
acceptable? In numerous cases of dowry
deaths, domestle violence, sexual assault,
and harassment, women continue to
face harassment and convlctlon rates
aften remain low. It 15 Ume for soclety to
ahow the BJP government the mirror and

hold it accountable.

The writer 15 nalionsl spokespersan,
Indian Mational Congress
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Toddler ingests mosqmto repellent at
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homé,/

recovers after three weeks of intensive care
| WHY MOSQUITO-REPELLENT

H.l..l.lmu:l
/ mtimesofindia.com

ew Delhi: What began as a
routine day at horme furned in-
to a medical emergency re-
cenily for a 19month-old child
who accidentally ingested
mosquite-repellant liguid, lea-
ding to life-threatening lung
injury and a projonged battle
for survival

The child was rushed to
SirGanga Ram Hospital after
reportedly accessing & mos-
quito-repellent refill bottle
and consumingsomeof theli-
guid. Doctors said part of the
chemical may also have ente-

red the lungs, triggering seve-
re complications that left the
child critically il
Within hours, the toddler
developed acute lung Injury,
pneumaonia, acuie respirato-
ry distress syndrome, shock,
kidney injury and multi-or-
gan dysfunction. Oxygen
levels remained critically
low despite intensive care,
ralsing concerns about sur-
wival and possible long-term

ancas SarcTy cimci ks
5¢'uere lung
injury if ) Keep refill packs out of
inhated or . children's reach
aspirated £ Do not leave devices where
May trigger Children toddlers can access them
pneymonizand | are ) Check for loose
' respiratory failure| especially  fittings or leakage | 3
Cankodty | e @ Unshig dmices TR
multi-organ when not required
complications in 6 Seek immediate medical
severe cAses care if ingestion is suspected
Jung damage. comprising Dr Suresh Gupta,
“The child came to us in  DrAnll Sachdevaand Dr Nee-
an extremely critical condi- raj Gupta.
tion. For a period, survival The child remained in the
appeared unlikely as oxygen paediatric intensive care

levels remained severely
compromised,” said Dr Dhi-
ren Gupta, who led the treat-
ment with the hospital'a pae-
diatric intensive care team

unit, regquiring advanced

mntil:-l'lur:.l' SUPROr, medica-
tion to maintain blood pres-

surae and specialised therapi-
&4 Lo improve oxygenation.

After 20 days of intemsive
care, the toddler began to e
cover and was eventually dis-
charged. Doctors said the
child’s neurological recovery
was notable despite prolong-
ed low oxygen levels.

The case also highllghts a
lesser-recognised household
hazard. According to the fa-
miily the toddler pulled & cha-
ir to reach a plugged-in mos-
quito-repellent device and
handled the refill unit.

Dietors said such products
are often parceived
ps harmless but can be dange-
rous if inpested or inhaled.

Even a small amount entering
the inEs can cass SEveTs che-
mical injury, they added.

They advised parents to
keep mosguito-repellent de-
vices, refill packs and insecti-
cides out of children's reach,
and to check for loose fittings
or leaks beforeuse.

The incident underiines
how common  household
products ean  pose seriloys

risks to young children i~
hin minotes.
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Heatwaves leading to increase
ground-level ozone, aggravatin
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HEATWHAMES ARE not justa di-
rect Lhreal 10 bnaman health,
they al=o drive up concentra-
e al groumd-kovel ozone that
sharply aggravare mortality
ks, & new stody by Indisn re-
searchers has shown, In 2024
alome, mons than B30 deathe in
Inclis coudd be afributed bodn-
crezsed OEOnE SonCentralions
e by exdreme Jueat, acoond-
ing tothe study.

The study,  Hearwaves
tripReT severe surface ceome pal-
lution in India: Regional Hot:
spots, Trends and Health EF
fects”. has been published In
Chnhlr.amrtmhi;;ﬁ
ol journals, and is the
] At o s e sl
impacts of increased levels of
surface-level paone conceni-
tions due e heatrawses in India

Chzone is maturally pro-
chaces], and found, in the middle

anmosphere, at an alifiude be-
pween 15 km and 50 km from

N .

Penple use 8 cloth to shield themselves from the soorching heat on
a hat summar day, in Lucknow on Friday, »s

the Earth's surface. This ozome
protects the Earth from the
Tarmdul altravioket rays in the
sunlight. it absorbs these rays,

5.0 rustural sunscraen for
thee Earth. But ceonecloseto the
ground 15 an adr podhaizdd. Sur-
face=level paone lsnot nanirally
produced, but is by-product af
chemical reactlons between
other commaon alr polhstants
like nitrogen oddes (330w} and
volatile organic compounds

{(WDCE) in the presenoces of sun-
1lght, Hiak b the effect of ac-
celerating these reactions.
“Ozane concentrations of
about 30 parts pec billlen {ppi)
at the ground lovel is usually
considered safe. In most pars
of India, this background oaome
concenranion s around S0-55
e, This Is particudarly true of
northwestern India and the
Gangetlc plaing, which carrbes
avery high poliutbon |oad. Dur-

ing heatwaves, the prone con-
centration |5 driven up even
higher,” said JayRnaraynan
Fumippumath, an asseciate pro-
Tessoe ar the Centre for Ocean,
Kiver, Atmosphere and Land
Selemoes at IIT Kharagpier, who
authored the study, along with
Faramiat Sangeetha of Keraka
University of Flsheries and
Cwean Studies, Eochi,
Exposure bo czone affects
langs and heart, and can lead o
ChronieObsmuctive Fulmonany
Disense (COFD) and lichemic
Heart Disesas (THDY), apan from
cancer and diabetes, & large
number of deaths, in fens of
thousands every vear, i almeady
sasoc{ated with omone eaposure,
The Stateof Global Alrrepon for
HR5 hiad said there were About
234 D00 P Sebs im Incdin in.
2K In which coone exposune
witk the aggravating factor.
Healwayes Ape oW EXsieT
bating the problem, The
summer months in India are
genemlly a retef from air podhu-
tom, but the rise In azone con-

-

d Goncentrations of
g health risks: Study

centrations could be adding & |

g Lhreat.

*Under climare change |

foenanos, becmseof general in-
crease in temperamures all

acrogs, mode and maore regiods |
are likehy to have high concens |
tratinns of oeone, The frequency |
and severty of heabwaves sey- |

pected toriss, and sowould the |

tlhreat fPoI oo exposune,”
Prof Jayanarmyanan said.

He zaid agencies like the
India Meteorodogical Depart-
ment (IMD), or the Central Pol- |
lation Control Bunea (CPCEL,
needed ko extensively monitor
the concentrations of ground-

level ozone, as actively as they | ol
I
Lk

do for a number of other par-
ameters, and include this in-
formation intheir bulletins and
alerts

The incrensed levels of
ozone coused by heatwaves
persists for abowt three to feaur
o i avecage after Che 2o
of the hearwave, The study said
bewsed on Their medysis of data
o Tl [aat 2] years,
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Prevention Over Cure;
Focus Of Bad-Air Fight

Nov 1To Feb 28: Strict Fuel Norms, Staggered Timings

TIGHYER CLRES TO CUT
VEHICULAR EMISSIONS
£ Fusd ta be supplied only to
vehicles carrying valid PUCCs
) Mon-B5- commerzial
wehicles Trom autside Dedhi
1 be barred betesen Moy
aird Jan 31

i Exemptions for CHG
wehicles, EVs, emergency
services and govl vehicles

3 Parking charges at
authorised facilities

o be doubiled

) Difices may adogt

staggered timings and Fmit
hiysical atbendance to 505

essential services oxempt

Proactive Winter Air Quality Management
Framewnrk notified under the Enviromiment
(Protection) Act, 1o@s

ahihinav Rajpat
Erimesofindia.com

Mew Delhi: i a move aimed
at reducing winier air pollua
tion through advance plan-
ning rather (han emergency
mierventions, Delhi  gove
Frifday notified a Froactive
Winter Alr Qualiny hansge-
mefl Framework, sutlinimng
a series of measures that co
uld be implemented annoal-
1y between Moy land Feb 28,
The MFramewsork, announ-
cad by chiall minister Rekha
Gupin, seoks o give resi
demis, industries, copstruc
ficn  apenciss, Ccommercial
establishments and govt da-
partments sudTiclend Come to
prepare for restrictbons and
pollieion-contraol  mmeasires
bedfore fhe winter sets in.
Among fis key  provi

ke, petrod  pumps  will
supply Moel aonky io wehbcles

'WINTER PLAN _

THAT STARTS BEFORE SMOG SETS IN o

Framework shifts focus fram BMergency respanse to advance plaaning

T wnak Wil be enforced
abongside the every year fnom
reyiced GRAP i 1 bo Fab 38

ey

STRICTER DUST-
CONTROL RULES

¥ Conssruction and demasEion
aetivilies must comply with
preseribed dust-congnsd nonms
from sow | to Jam 31

£ Additinnal restrictions
may be irgosed betwesn
D 19 aind dan 23

£ Excential and critical
projects exempd frem
enhanced curts

OF Movement of vehicies
carrying constraction
material may be regulsted
& Anti-zmog guns and
mist-suppression sysbems
mardatory &1 large balidings

OPEM BURMING
UHDER LEMS

00 WAz and institutions
tasked with preventing |
barning ot parbage, leaves

and cther materials |
3 Alternative heating
Arrangements to be |
provided for workers and
security periconel

A Fietd survelllance to |
bo intensified, including
drone-hased monlboring |
£y Emaironmaetal
compensation and ofher

penal action proposed |
against wiclators

&3 Pub liz partizipation b be key |

with a vialid polaticn wnder
control certifleate. Gove has
also proposed doubling par-
king charges ai authorised
Eacilities o disconrnge exoe
saive useol private vehicles.
Under a stagpered oliios-
timing svatem, gove and pri-
wale afflces, harring e=sentl-
al and emergency services,
will be allowed 3 maximam

af 50% physical prtendance,
To cud vehicolar emisgio-

ns, mast non-B551 comimer-
ciml wehicles registered aut-
side Delhi will nol be aliowed
inbetwean Moy Land Jan 3.
(MFicials sapd the initiadi-
ve marked A shifi fram the
sariler practice of introdi
clng resirictions only after
pollution levels had deterio-
rated significantly The ad-
wance noflffcation will help
stakeholders avoul lasl-ml-
s el Dsrnaged B, b il

tom actvitkes will follow en-
vironmental and dist-cant-
pal s between MNov 1 and
Jan 38, with additionnl ress-
rictions between Des 10 and
Jan 20, when palhatian levels
mrantthodr peak.

Gowt bas also massde &t
SR guns, mist supperesshan
systems and ather dust-cond-
ral mechanisms mandabory ad
Lok e comimercial higheise by
ildings and mBaEH" ConSEirse-
Elom s1bes

Thee framewnrk emphasi
ses prevention of open bair-
ning of garbage, lesves amd
ather materlals. RWAS, insdi-
tutions, confractors and ag-
tablishaienls will ake pee
vengive measures.

Dirane-hased surveillance
and field manitering will he

intansified and wiolatbons
will artract environmental
codfpeneailon chkrgoda . wnd

Crammtructuenand doenall-

athor ponmlclea,



I ey T T e g, S n

Congress Cnm_ﬁa-:t Cenfre. m

CM notifies winter air quality

| report, which was shared

framework, outlines curbs

e Hindu Bureaun
NEW DELHI

The Delhi government on
Friday notified a “Proactive
Winter Air Quality Manage-
ment Framework’, con-
taining a series of mea-
sures that “may be”
invoked during the winter
season from November to
February if pollution levels
rise, the Chief Minister's
Office said on Friday.
“Most of the measures
are existing directions or
steps taken in the past, but
we are now putting them
in one place so that all sta-
keholders can take note of
them and prepare in ad-
vance,” it quoted CM Rek-

ha Gupta as saying.

| i
CM Rekha Gupta said the
measures are likely to come
into effect from November, PTI

Under the framework,
fuel will be supplied at pe-
trol pumps in Delhi only to
vehicles possessing a valid
pollution under control
certificate during the win-
ter. Non-BS VI commercial
vehicles registered outside
Delhi will not be allowed to

enter the city between No-
vember 1 and January 31.

Moreover, CNG and
electric vehicles, in addi-
tion to emergency service
vehicles and those engaged
in government work, will
be exempt from the restric-
tions. “To discourage ex-
cessive use of private vehi-
cles, parking charges will
be doubled. A staggered of-
fice-timing system will be
introduced to reduce traf-
fic congestion and pollu-
tion. Government and priv-
ate offices will operate with
a maximum of 50 percent
physical attendance,” stat-
ed the release.

The framework also
prohibits open burning of
garbage and biomass,
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counting India
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' Sickle cell
anaemia to be
eradicated by

| 2047 Murmu

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Friday said that the
.| country would eradicate
, | sickle cell anaemia well be-
fore the government-set
target of 2047, while call-
ing for collective efforts to:
raise awareness about the
disorder, especially among
tribal communities.
Addressing a Madhya
Pradesh Government
event in Khandwa district’s
Omkareshwar, the Presi-
dent said, “Through collec-
tive strength and active
participation of all States,
India would achieve its na-
tional goal of ellminating
sickle cell-related diseases
well before 200477
She also said that va-
| rious key targets set during
the launch ‘of the National
Mission in 2023 have been
achieved ahead of sche-
dule, including the screen-
ing of seven crore people
berween zero and 40 years
of age. The President said
that various scientific stu-
dies had shown that sickle
cell anaemia among tribal
s | commumnities was many
. | times higher than In the
s | general population. T.
would like to urge all State
gm’emmmts E_]ll:l officials
- | not two take this disease
t | lightly because it passes
.| from one generatdon to
| | another. Efforts should be
y L“made to eradicate it com-
| pletely,” she zaid.
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Delhi lists anti-pollution
curbsin run up to winter :

- dey

walohi Bhalis@hmduitastsed com i
NEW DELHE: Months before Dethi feen
enters its annual pollution sea- im
som, the city government on Fri- - i
day unvedled a winter air quality | s _ . ac
framework that could bringback PTGV R TR0 e 773, il m;
a host of familiar restrictions - COMMERCIAL VEHICLES b : o il NN |
from doubled parking charges, registered outside Defl (From | ! - e o
and a bgn on fuel sales to vehi- UL L AUEL ) B USES - i - :.:r
cles without valid pollution cer- 21X PARKING CHARGES —— w . Ak ¥
tificates, 1o curbs on out-of-state at sutharised lots to redece w . o st v nil F"i
commercial vehicles, and stag: private vehicle use J 0 1 g
gered office timings and attend- o
ance — if polluden levels deteri- .
orate later this year, the govern- bu
ment announced on Friday. | se
The "Proactive Winter Air *
Quality Management Frame- el
work”, notified by the Delhi gov- el
ernment, laid out measures that the
may be activated between ,
November and February when £
air quality worsens and the e
Graded Response Action Plan o
(Grap) comes into foroe. o

m?tﬁ:;ﬁgzm:tg;ﬁ what arrangements could be  pellution contral certificate. facilicies will be doubled from | of

- i also plan to bar  Novemnber | 1o Felbruary 28, il
residents, businesses and gov-  implemented and what different Authorities _
ernment agencies advance  stakeholders will ke the entry of non-B5-V1 The government also plansto | mi

ial restri expected todo.” commercial vehicles introduce staggered office tim- Eu_l
mﬂm um;ﬁ u?n'}i The framework, registmﬂnursﬂfgﬂhi madﬁ. under wtum gmrrm;: hi
i is spike. The  issued under the Envi- berween November 1 and private offices may
mg?ﬁlﬂafmm ronment {Protection) and January 31. Electric rtquirlfd Ejnparﬁe with only |::
to remain in force every year  Act. 1986, will operate AIR 1“71: vehicles, CNG vehicles,  50% physical anendance. Essen- | :

rUaFyY i ised emergency service tialand emergency services will
from November 1 to February 28 alongside the rev R s rea e

i L

and will function as a supple-  Grap notified by the HRE.ATI’[E _ Enﬁmnmw_ _ o | B
b :

L

-:

mientary framework to Grap. Commission for Air i
‘Fz]ll'mrhe first time. mmfms ¥ Management ——————  workwillbeexempt. Te  the move, but said the govern- |

Quali —— .
before winter, the government is Under the frame- discourage excessive —ment mist ensure the measures |

unu:?" what messures maybe  werk, petrol pumps will supply  use of private vehicles. parking are effectively enforced to make
Eﬂnlmﬂuﬂnnmﬂu. ﬁdmhm&ﬁﬁwﬂhnmﬂ dnrgﬁmmﬁnrmm a meaningful differemee. .I_




