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Dlp in vector-borne ¢ dlsease cases this year

Vibha.Sharma@timesofindiacaom

New Delhi: Civic bodies in Delhi have been
fsked 0 intensify anti-mosguite breeding
drives across the city, with a foeus on labour
camps, schools, clubs and vacant areas.
The directions were issued during a
high-lewel review meeting chaired by
Union health minkster JP Nadda Wed-
nesday as part of efforts to strengthen
preventive measures against vector-bor-
nediseases during the monsoon,
Delhi has reported fewer vector-bor-
ne dissase cases this year compared o
the corresponding peciod In the previo-
us twa yvears. However, officials stressed
the need for preparedness and a proacti-
ve public health response.
Till the end of June, the city recorded

181 denge cases, numpﬂmﬂ {0 201 cases du-
ring the same pariod in 2025 and 223 cazes
224, Till une 27, Delhi reported 35 deng-
i cases, agalnst 43 cases inall of June 2025
and 48 cxzes N June 2024,

Malaria cases have also decli-
ned, with 48 cases reported so far
in 226 compared to B cases in
2025 and T2 cases In 2024, Tl June
27, thecity recorded 12 malaria ca-
sas, agalnst 22 cazes in June 2025
and 28 casas in June 2024,

Similarly, 11 chikungunya cases
were reported Hll June 27 this vear,
compared with 16 cases durlng the
same period in 2025and 22 cases in 2024,

An MO official said, "We have direc-

fed staff to strengthen surveillance for

early detectionof cases "
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CASES
REFORTED
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BICD has claimed that its stafl made 1LE
crorevisits to houses and complexes in Del-
i this year and found 44,625 sites that had
mosguito-genic conditions. It has also issu-
ed legal notices in 41,195 cases, The
civic body has issued challans in
1,2 cases amounting to Rs 3.2 lakh.

The minister alao instructed
hospitals and healthcare faciliti-
es to remain prepared by ensu-
ring adeguate stocks of medici-
nes, diagnostic facilities, blood
components, hospital beds and
trained healthcare personmel.

Calling preventive measures
eritical, authorities have heen directed
to intensify source reduction of mosqui-
to breeding sites, fogging and other pub-
lic health interventions.
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Pharmhw pricing
norms for new

drugs eased

'- the pharma mdustr:.n

: ly, ease compliance

: ceutical Alliance, told TOL.

Compliance
Rules Also Get

Relaxations
Rupali.Mukherjes

dtimesofindiacom

New Delhi: In the biggest
overhaul of the Drugs (Pric-
ez Control) Order (DPCO),

| 2013 in years, Centre has sig-

nificantly narrowed drug-
makers' lability in ower-
charging cases, while infro-
ducing a host of long- penr]-
ingchangessoughtby

The amendments, no-
tified on Jumne 30 and
effective  immediate-

for pharma oompa-
nies, simplify pricing ap-
provalsfor certain newdrug
launches, strengthen re-
cord-keeping requirements
and clarify overcharging
rules, sources told TOL
“These provisions are in

: line with govt's objective of

improving ease of doing

business while preserving

the integrity of the drug
price control framework,”
Sudarshan Jain, secretary
peneral, Indian Pharma-

The biggest change
cormes under paragraph 24,
which provides that if a
manufacturer can demon-
strate compliance with the

prescribed disclosure re-
quirements and adequately
disseminated the revised
price, overcharging will be
calculated only on the stock
handled by the retailer, dis-
tributor or stockist found
selling above the notified
ceiling price, rather thanon
the entire batch. Under the
previous framework, com-
panies faced recovery de-
mands running into croras
of rupeesand multiple legal
battles, even where theover-
charging would be a frac-
tion of stock sold.

Further, another amend-
| ment provides that
“any other existing
manufacturer launc-
hing the same new
drug within twelve
monthsof retail price
fixation of such new

drug... shall not be required

to apply”, eliminating the
nead for a separate price ap-
proval. Such manufactur-
ers will instead be required
to intimate the launch
through a prescribed form,
within one month, reducing
procedural delays and
streamlining the process.
Further, govt can now
notify different ceiling or
retail prices for the same
scheduled drug based on
therapeutic rationale, pack
gize, packaging, dosage
compliance or dosage form,
instead of applying a
uniform price across all
presentations.
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BoB enters 2.7k cr settlement 1

- with creditors of NMC Health

Tmaes Mews Nrrwiosek

Bank’s Stock Falls 4% As Investors Count Immediate Costs
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FIRM COLLAPSED IN 2020 ces were up 16.1% at Rs 11.5

Mumbai: Bank of Barods | > getflement marks BoB enabled concealment of ~ lakh crore. :

i has agreed to pay $800 mil- significant development in debt or allowed company to The settlement, as recor- :

g (eboutRs 5,700 crore) to | ftermath of NRI Dr BR continue operations despite  ded in filings, resolves all
the administrators of the Shatty promoted NMC insalvency such claims in exchange for : M
collapsed West Asian health- Health's dramatic 2020 ; the agread parymment by Bank : res
caregroup NMC Health inan * Ina separate filing, of Baroda, whichwillberon: : RN
out-ofcourt settlement thay | SOuapse BoB said that the bank's ted to the NMC estate mana. | ves
brings to a close years of | > Al beart of dispute | domestic deposits for the ged by joint administrators. | wh
¢ cross-border insolvency and | was administrators’ first quarter were up 14.7% Thesa funds will be distribu- ©  bas
¢ frand-related litigation, | contention that certain at v14 2 lakh crore while ted to creditors, including : pa
i with both sides making no financial arrangements and domestic advances were up banks, bondholders and tra- 835
: admission of liability and | lending relationships with | 16.1% at 7115 lakh crore de creditors, in accordance he
: eourts im Abu Dhahi Global with insolvency priorities his
¢ Market (ADGM) and the UK maost complex insolvencyca-  putewastheadministrators' under applicable  fram- dao
. moving to discontinue pre-  ses spanning multiple juris: contention that certain fi- eworks, it
! ceedings. dictions, with administra- nancial arrangements and The bank's shares have ol

: The settlement marks a  tors seeking recoveries for lending relationships with already reacted to the deve

significant development in  creditors from & range of BoB enabled the copceal- lopment, closing 4% down pa
the aftermath of NRI BR parties ment of debt or allowed the following the announes Ta
Shetty promoted NMC He- Among those drawn into  company to continue opera-  ment, as investors factor in tel
alth'sdramhtic2020collapse,  the legal battle were WMC fi- tions despite insolvency The  the immediate cost and awa- (5
which followed a forensicau:  under Dr BR Shetty, former  claims sught monetary re- it clarity on accounting tre- Tr
ditthatuncovered billionsof  senior executives, and Bank coveryioincreasethesizeof  atment, Given the bank's ha- ne
dollars in previously undise-  of Baroda, which had emer- pool available to creditors, lance sheet size and capital Wy
losed debt and alleged finan-  ged as one of the key landers In a separate filing, BoB position, thesettlement lsse- ©  fr
cial irregularities, widelves-  with exposure to the Eroup’s  said that the bank's domestic N as a manageable oneoff | H;
; limated at $5-6 billion. The operations in the UAE and deposits for the first quarter impact rather than a syste. | (s
i fallout triggered one of the India. Atthe heart of thedis- Wereup14.7% at Rs14.2lakh  micconcern EOH
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on sleep disorders a

Afchan Yasmeen
BENGALURL

A team of researchers from
NIMHANS, Bengaluru, and
the International Institute
of Informarion Technology
{IlIT), Hyderabad, has de-
veloped the first open-ac-
cess Asian database of
overnight sleep studies in

patents with ischemic
stroke.
The database, which

has been made publicly
available, is expected 1o
support research on sleep
disorders in stroke survi-
vors and help improve
post-stroke care.

The daraset, named iS-
LEEPS (Polysomnography
Dataset for Sleep Analysis
in lschemic Stroke Pa-
tents), has been published
in the Nature Portfolio

-
Eu
]

NIMHANS opens ‘database’ to aid research

mong stroke patients

G

The database comprises 100 overnight pn.l',lsnmmgraphy {PSG)
recordings collected at the NIMHANS. SUDHAKARA JAN

journal Scientific Data. It
comprises 100 overnight
polysomnography  (P5G)
recordings collected at the
NIMHANS between Sep-
tember 2018 and Decem-
ber 2021.

Each recording includes
manually scored  sleep
stages, respiratory events,

[ I '.1

oxygen desaturation epi-
sodes, periodic limb move-
ments and clinical infor-
mation, all annotated,
according to the American
Academy of Sleep Medi-
cine's 2007 guidelines.
Srijithesh P.R., profes-

sor of neurology at NIM-

HANS and one ol the cor-

responding authors of the
study, told The Hindu that
the project was conceived
to address a major gap in
sleep medicine research,
“Sleep-disordered breath-
ing is extremely common
after ischemic stroke, but
researchers have had very
limited access to large,
well-annotated  darasets
from stroke patients... We
wanted to create a high-
quality resource that re-
searchers across the world
can use” hi said.

"Sleep... plays an impor-
tant role in brain repair,
memory consolidarion and
functional recovery after
stroke. If sleep disorders...
are nof recognised and
treated, they can adversely
affect rehabilitation and
even increase the risk ot re
current stroke,” he said.

L
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s Get Notices

Beverage Cos Get

over ‘Energy Drin

Food safety rules do not
recognise the category
and prohibit such claims
on labels, says FSSA

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) has issued notices to seve
ral beverage companies over the
useof the term ‘energy drink’and
health-related claims on product
labels, saying the existing food sa-
fety regulations do not recognise
such a category

In a statement posted on its offi-
cial social media handles, the
regulator said it had served noti-
ces to Red Bull, Hell Energy, Cam-
pa Energy Drink, Monster Ener-
gy, PepsiCo India’s Adrenaline
Rush and Sting over alleged vio-
Jations related to product na-
ming and labelling.

FSSAI said no standard has be-
en prescribed for ‘energy drinks’
under the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Act, 2006, or the regula-
tions framed under it. It added
that the Food Category System
under the Food Safety and Stan-
dards (Food Products Standards
and Food Additives) Regulations,
2011, 1s meant only for regulatory
classification and cannot be used

K’ Claims

)

Fy

as the basis for product names or
label descriptions.

The regulator also objected to
promotional claims such as boos-
ting energy. improving focus, sti-
mulating the mind, revitalising
the bady or helping overcome g€
neral weakness, saying such func-
tional or therapeutic claims are
not permitted for food products
under the current regulatory
framework.

According to FSSAI the compa-
nies marketed their products as
energy drinks while making cla-
ims that are not allowed under the
food safety regulations.

The action is part of the regula-
tor's broader drive to curb mislea
ding branding and ensure compli-
ance with food labelling norms.

Last month, FSSAIL issued siml-
larnoticesto several food business
operators over allegedly mislea-
ding brand names, product clalms
and labelling practices, directing
{hem to take corrective auU

—
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leaving healthy cells unharmed: I1Sc study

Tisees News Nerwonk

Bengaluru: Researchers at
e Indian Institute of Seien-
€2 have found that low-frequ-
ency ultrasound can selecti-
vely kill oral cancer cells
While leaving healthy cells
largely unharmed, raising
the possibility of a less inva-
sive treatment for one of In-
dia's most common cancers.
Oral cancer remains a
major public health chal
lenge in India, largely becau-
s¢ of widespread tobacco
and arecanut use, Although
surgery, chemotherapy and
radictherapy are the stan-
dard treatments, they often
damage healthy tissue along
with cancer cells, leading to
significant side effects.
In the new study. [[5¢ rese-

i’

IS¢ researchers Rashmita Luha
and Ajay Tijore (righth

archers, working with clinici-
ans from M3 Ramaiah Medi-
cal College and Hospitals, tes-
ped low-frequency altrasouand
om oral tumour samples oial-
ned directly from pationts.
Uzing patbeni-derived sam.
ples allowsd the team to betier
capture the diversity seen
among Indian patients than
conventional laboratory-
grown cancer cell lines.

"The researchers foumnd

that oral cancer cells were
highly vulnerable to the mo-
derste mechanical forces ge
perated by wultrasound, The
study suggests this is because
the cells have reduced levels
of Tropomyosin 2.1, When ex-
posed to ultraseund, the can-
cor colls underwent selective
cell death, while healthy oral
gpithelial cells were largely
unaffected,” T said.

Ajay Tijore, assistant pro-
fessor at [1Sc's department of
bioengineering and the sta-
dy' s eorresponding author, sa-
id the novelty of this research
lies in showing how wliraso-
ured mechanostimulation can
selecthvely target oral cancer
cells by exploiting their me-
chanical weakness, .. Inste-
& of vsing heat or drugs, this
approgch uses moderate me-

chanical forces to damage
Cancer cells hE‘:ﬁﬁ]"Ld their abi-
lity to recover,” he explained.
The study also found that
ultrasound simificantly re
duced the ability of cancer
cellztomigrate and invadene-
arby tissues, “What surprised
us most was the congistency
of the response across Cancer
cells derived from mubtiple
patients from different cancer
stapges. They were highly vul-
nerable to ulirasound, while
normal cells were much less
affected,” Rashmita Luha, a
PhD student at IS¢ and the
study’s first author, said.
Because ultrasound is al-
ready widely used in medici-
ne and ks non-invasive, the re
searchers believe the Mindings
could pave the way for safer,
more targeted therapies
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