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Sambavi Parthasarathy 
Wo suspected events of 
food poisoning reported 
this month, one at a priv 

ate school in Indore in Madhya 
Pradesh, and another at a popular 
eatery in Bhiwandi in Maharash 
tra, which affected over 200 peo 
ple have once again highlighted 
the need for strengthening the im 
plementation of the Food Safety 
and Standards (FSS) Act. 

generates 

As per the latest Accidental 
Deaths and Suicides in India re 
port, a total of 1,122 people died 
due to food poisoning in India in 
2024 (Chart 1). 

knowledge 

Rise in food poisorning cases highlights lapses in food safețy 
Nearly three-fourths of all States and Union Territories tended to have low or moderate scores on the Food Safety Index 

Such avoidable deaths should 
be seen in the context of lapses in 
the implementation of the Act, as 
revealed by the government's own 
State Food Safety Index released 
last for 2023-24. The Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) measures this index for all 
States and Union Territories based 
on five key parameters: human re 
Sources and institutional data. 
compliance, food testing infras 
tructure and surveillance, training 
and capacity building, and con 
sumer empowernment. 

While a strong correlation could 
not be established, the index 
showed that States that saw high 
numbers of food poisoning cases 
also tended to have low or moder 
ate scores on the index (Chart 2). 

for the problem at hand. 

Nearly three-fourths of all States 
and Union Territories scored less 
than 50 out of the highest-possible 
score of 100. Jharkhand, where ov er 130 persons died offood poison 
ing in 2024, scored 26.5. Uttar Pra desh, which reported over 200 
casualties in 2024, scored 44.25. 

all FBOs, depending on the type of 
establishment, their past records 
and other such factors. While the 
amended provisions are yet to be 
implemented, FSSAI data for the 
year 2024-25 showed that inspec 
tions conducted and food samples 
analysed by various States were 
much lower when compared with 
the number of registered FBOs 
(Chart 3). For instance, only 
20,877 samples were lifted in Mah 
arashtra which has over 1.8 lakh 
registered or active FBO licences, 
as per the data available with the 
Food Safety Compliance System. 

The FSS Act mandates periodic 
inspections and analysis of food 
Samples from all registered Food Business Operators (FBOs). An 
anendmnent to the Act notified this 
month has made the frequency of 
the inspections to be based on a 
dynamic risk-based assessment of 

With the effective implementa 
tion of the regulations largely de 
pendent on authorities working at 
the central and State levels, data 
showed that while the FSSAI is res 
ponsible for ensuring overall coor 
dination, it is the State Food Safety 
Authorities who are primarily res 
ponsible for enforcement at the 
field level. However, these insti 
tutes suffer from vacancies. 

The FSSAI, which has a sanc 
tioned strength of 822 officers, saw 
vacancies increase from about 
30% to almost 40% in the last five 
years. Further, data submitted in 
response to a question in the Rajya 
Sabha in March this year showed 
that only 2,997 of the sanctioned 
positions of 4,208 Food Safety Of 
ficers-(FSO) across all/States and 
UTs have been filled as of the third 
quarter of FY 2025-26. 

The World Health Organiza 
tion's Foodborne Disease Esti 
mates (2026) estimated that unsafe 
food causes around 866 million ill 
nesses and 1.5 million deaths an 
nually. It also stated that 57.1 mil 
lion days of Disability-Adjusted 
Life Years (DALYS) were lost in 2021 
from foodborne diseases, and 30% 
of this burden was borne by chil 
dren under 5 years. 

Though the total foodborne dis 
ease burden has declined since 
2000, a country-wise analysis of 
the rate of years of life lost due to foodborne diseases showed that 
India ranked 15th, along with sev 
eral low-income African nations 
(Chart 4). 

Slipping safety standards 
The data for charts were sourced from Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Accidental Deaths and Suicides in 
India and the World Health Organization 

CHART 1: More than a thousand çases and deaths due to 
food poisoning were reported in 2024 
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CHART 2: States that saw a high number of food poisoning cases. 
tended to have low or moderate scores on Food Safety Index 
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CHART 3: Samples collected for testing in 2024-25 compared with the total registered food business operators in select States 
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Quality check: 
Food safety 
officials conducting 
inspectíons in 
a milk booth in 
Visakhapatnam 
in February 2026 
in the wake of a 
milk adulteration 
incident in 
Rajahmundry. 
V. RAJU 

CHART 4: "Foodborne years of lives lost" per 1,00,000 persons. India is ranked 15th, along with many African countries 
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FoICY 
Why more medicines will now have QR codes on their packets Anonna Dutt 
New Delhi, June 29 

THE CENTRE has recently mandated that 
all vaccines, antimicrobials, narcotics and 
addictive drugs, and anti-cancer drugs 
carry abarode or QRcode, to enable track 
ing of each vial or blister pack of the medi 
cine. This track-and-trace mechanism 
allows regulators as well as manufacturers 
to follow the entire journey of every unitof 
the product, from the manufacturing plant 
to the retail store. 

This is already applicable for 300 top 
brands of drugs, such as the gastric reflux 
tablet Aciloc and fever medicines like 
Calpol. 

The mechanism will be implemented 
for the new categories over the next two 
years - by July 2027 for vaccines, nar 
cotics, and anticancer drugs and by July 
2028 for antimicroblals, according to the 
recent gazette notification. 

How does the tracking 
system work? 

In addition to the unigue jdentiflcation 
number for the particular blister pack or 
vial, the QR code or bar code also has to 

carry the brand name and generic name of the drug, name and address of the manu facturer, batch number, date of manufac turing, date of expiry, and manufacturing licence number. 
While most drugs in the market already carrythis information on their pack, the QR code-based tracking system requires the manufacturers, wholesalers, distributors, 

and retailers to log these products on specialised track and trace platforms. "This mechanism makes counterfeit ing difficult. Some may still use AI to gen 
erate codes similar to the original product, but with each unit carrying a unique code, that becomes difflcult" sald an industry ex 
pert, adding. "Even using the original pack 
aging to refill and sell counterfeit drug is 
not likely to work because once the drug 
has been registered on the platform, the 
same number cannot be re-registered." 

"The enhanced traceablity mechanism 
will facilitate authentication of medicines 
at various stages of the supply chain and 
enable improved tracking and verification 
of drugproducts. The measureis expected 

to strengthen regulatoryoversight and sup 
port efforts to curb the distribution ofspuri 
ous medicines in the market," said the 

Past cases 
•The use of this 
mechanism to track 
expensive cancer 
drugs is specially sig 
nificant, consldering 
there have been 
instances where 
used vials have been 
filled with other 
medicines and sold 
to desperate 
patients. 

Arecent Investiga 
tion by 'The Indian 
Express' had tracked 
one such ring that 
counterfeited the 
cancer immunother 
apy drug Keytruda. 

Union Health Ministry in a statement. 
Why is it needed? 

The main aim is to prevent counterfeit 
ing. A drug can be counterfeited by either releasing products with no active ingredi ent into the market or dilutinga drugto in 
crease quantities for sale. 

The track and trace mechanism can 
helpregulators identify whethera raproduct was contaminated at the source -at the 
manufacturing plant of a company -or 
was tampered with. 

The possibility of tracking every single unit also means that regulators and com 
panies know exactly where to find their 
products in case there is a recall. 

What are the challenges? 
One of the challenges, an industry ex pert said, is that if there is a delayin logging 

the genuine product and a counterfelt gets 
logged into the system, the genuine drug 
might come acroSs as counterfelt. 

years. 

Second is the challenge of cost. Com 
panies will have to put in place mechan 
isms to generate the unique codes and the 
tracking platforms, incurring significant 
expense. 

The expert said: "While it may be feas ible for companies selling expensive cancer drugs, smaller companies will struggle. Considering that many of the drugs in schedule H2 are 'essential' and therefore under price control, the goverm ment mnay provide some monetary sup port or allow the companies to raise the 
prices slightly." 

How does it change regulatory 
oversight? 

Another reason for implementing the tracking mechanism isto improve the ma 
turity level of the Indian drug regulator. The World Health Organization has a 
benchmark tool for rating regulators de 
pending on the way drugs are approved, the mechanisms for surveillance and test 
ing, and ways of recalling products. 

When it comes to vaccines, the Indian 
regulator is already at Maturity Level 3, the 
second-best. Making each unit ofa vaccine 
traceable is a step towards achieving the 
highest level, Maturity Level 4. Higher the 
maturity level, the easier it is for medicines 
from the country to be accepted in interna tlonal markets, as their quality is seen as 
more trustworthy. 



Aarogya Setu 2.0 launched as 
personal health record app 
Rhythma Kaul 
letters@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: Union health minis 
ter JP Nadda on Monday launched 
arevamped Aarogya Setu app that transforms the Covid-19 contact 
tracing platform into a personal health record application, along 
with a Unified Health Interface 
(UH) andanational Drug Registy 

med at expanding India's digital 
health ecosystem. 
The revamped Aarogya Setu 

app will function as a citizen-fac 
ing application under the Ayush 
man Bharat Digital Mission 
(ABDM), allowing users to create 
an Ayushman Bharat Health 
Account (ABHA), access and man 
age digital health records, and reg 
İster for ABDM-enabled services. 

According to the health minis 
try, the app has nearly 20 crore 
downloads, providing an opportu nity to accelerate the adoption of 
digital health services across the 
country. 

The app will enable users to dig 
itise medical records, incuding lab 
reports, create personalised health 
dashboards based on medical his 
tory, and monitor health through 
integrated vitals, reminders, goal 
tracking and syncing with weara 
ble devices for parameters suchas 

JP Nadda 

HEata tuis 

steps, calories, heart rate and glu-
cose levels. It will also include a 
PM-JAY Wallet showing health 
care coverage, balance, utilisation 
and family-wise consumption. 
Other features include locating 
nearby healthcare facilities, book 
ing ambulances, managing medi 
cations with reminders, and 
searching for Ayushman Bharat 
PM-JAY empanelled hospitals 
offering cashless treatment. 
Nadda also launched the Uni 

fied Health Interface (UHI), the 
service layer of ABDM thatenables 
patients and healthcare providers 
to connectacross difierent digital different digital 
platforms without requiring both 
parties to be on the same applica 
tion. 
The health ministry said the 

open network uses common tech nical standards to allow users to 
discover, book and access health 
care services through any UHlen 

1 

abled app. It is built on ABDM's 
core digital infrastructure, includ 
ing ABHA, the Healthcare Profes 
sionals Registry, the Health Facil 
ity Registry and the Health Infor 
mation Exchange for consent 
based data sharing. Digitisation is 
no longer an option, it's a necessity 
and we will see to it that health 
care in India is digitized to make it 
citizen-centric. If we want to be a 
developed country by 2047, we 
will have to be digital India." 

The minister also launched the 
drugs registry that was in works 
for a long time, to standardise 
medicine-related information 
across the health care ecosystem. 
The health ministry said the 

registry aims to address inconsist 
encies arising from medicines 
beingrepresented under different 
names and formats, which can 
affect clinical decision-making, 
eprescriptions, supply chains and 
continuity of care. Built on stan 
dardised terminology, it will sup 
port consistent identification, stor 
age and exchange of drug data 
across healthcare systems. With 
the addition of the Drug Registıry, 
ABDM's Core digital infrastructure 
ow comprises four registries: the 

ABHA Registry, Healthcare Pro 
fessionals Registry, Health Facility 
Registry and Drug Registry. 



Health 'scam: BJP hits back at 
AAP, says govt, acted promptly 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Monday said the 
Delhi government prompt 
ly initiated a probe after re 
ceiving information about 
alleged irregularities in the 
Health Department by sus 
pending the "officials in 
volved". 
"The government acted 

immediately by suspending 
the officials against whom 
allegations made. 
Now, those officials have al 
so been arrested," Delhi BJP 
chief spokesperson Abhay 
Verma said, responding to 
allegations made by Delhi 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
president Saurabh Bharad 
waj on Sunday questioning 
the appointment of former 
Director General of Health 
Services Dr. Vatsala Aggar 
wal in 2025. Mr. Bharadwaj 
termed the appointıment 
"against norms since a vi 
gilance inquiry was pend 
ing on Delhi State Cancer 
Institute appointments. 

were 

L3CDB302 

Delhi Health Minister Pankaj 
Singh. FILE PHOTO 

On Saturday, the Delhi 
government's Anti Corrup 
tion Branch (ACB) arrested 
Dr. Aggarwal in connection 
with the alleged procure 
ment scam involving medi 
cines, swgical items, and 
medical equipment. Before 
that, the ACB had appre 
hended Dr. Vijay Kumar 
Ranga in the same case. He 
was later remanded in four 
day police custody by a city 
Court. 

AAP continues attack 
AAP on Monday continued 
to attack the BJP govern 
ment Over its "involve 

ment" in the alleged irregu 
larities, which the 

31|2 
31 

Delhi AAP chief Saurabh 
Bharadwaj. FILE PHOTO 

ICI 

Opposition party pegged at 
around T650 crore, and de 
manded a wider probe. 

Health Minister Pankaj 
Singh, speaking to repor 
ters, refuted the allegation. 
"AAP's claims are baseless. 
7650 crore was not even 
the expenditure in the 
whole exercise. Action will 
be taken based on the in 
vestigation report," he said. 

Mr. Bharadwaj alleged 
that the irregularities could 
not have been carried out 
by a single officer and ac 
cused the Delhi govern 
ment of centralising pro 
curement to facilitate the 
purchases. 

(With inputs from PTI) 



•CLIMATE 

Behind Europe's heatwave, 
climate change the culprit 

AMITABH SINHA 
A NEW Study has confirmed what was al 
ready evident -climate change is behind 
the scorching heat in large parts of Europe 
right now. 
A study by World Weather Attribution 

(wWA), agroup of scientists that examines 
the causes of extreme weather events 
worldwide, has found climate change to be 
"unequivocallyto blame forthe European 
heatwave, which has seen several places 
record unprecedented temperatures in re 
cent days. WWA said this was the most se 
vere heatwave ever recorded in Europe. 

On Sunday, WHO Director-General Te 
dros Adhanom Ghebreyesuswrote in apost 
on X that "Europe is the fastest-warming 
continent on Earth, heating at twice the 
global average... More than 1300 excess 
deaths have been recorded since 21 June 
linked to high temperatures in Europe." 

This is the third time in five years that 
Europe finds itselfin the grip of an intense 
heatwave. Similar scenes were witnessed 
in 2022 and 2023 as well. More than 
100,000people are estimated to have died 
owing to extreme heat in those two years. 

While the current episode of extreme 
heat is expected to slightly subside this 
weekend onwards, Europe's ordeal might 
not be over yet, according to forecasts by 
meteorological offices of the UK and 
France. Historically, June has not been the 
hottest month for Europe July is. With 
the El Niño phenomenon in the Pacific 
Ocean expected toget stronger in July,, Eu 
rope might be staring at fresh heatwave 
spells in the coming weeks. 
Climate change-driven 
heatwave 

The WWA study, however, was categori 
cal in assigning the cause of this heatwave. 
It said it was not because of E] Niño, which 
İs still to reach its ) 
but climate chapgeoranyother reason, 

"Both the daytime highs and overnight 
temperatures seen during this heatwave 
would have been virtually impossible to occur at this time ofyear as recently as 1976 

just 50 years ago," it said. 
Many of the temperature records now 

being broken in Europe were set in 1976, when the region had experienced an un 

EUROPE'S HISTORIC 
HEAT STRESS 
Data shows 45% of 854 
cities analysed between 
June 18 and 30 have 
broken-or are forecast 
to break-historic heat 
stress records. 

Record-breaking 
Not record-breaking 

SOURCE WORLD 
WEATHER 
ATTRIBUTION 

usually hot summer. 
Europe experienced its first heatwave of 

this century in 2003. The study said that 
heatwave was nothing in comparison to 
what the region is witnessing now. The rec 
ord-breaking high temperatures during the 
nightare almost 100 times more likelytoday 
than they were in 2003, it said. The daytime 
peaktemperatures observed during the cur 
rent spell are almost 10 times more likely. 

Daytime temperatures in most of Eu 
rope, barring the northern part, are usually 
between 20 and 30°C during June. Night 
time temperatures typically vary between 
11and17°C. But in many parts ofthe region, 
peak temnperatures during the ongoing 
heatwave have been 10 to 15°C higher than 
normal. A similar situation had prevailed 
in May this year as well, when an early heat wave had prevailed in Europe. 

"The analysis found that the El Niño 
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phase had no role in driving the heat (in this s spell)," the 
study sald. 

ENSO İs an ocean-atmospherlc interac 
tion over the Pacific Ocean region. El Niño 
is one of the two phases of ENSO and is 
known to have a warming effect on the 
planet. Its opposite phase, La Niña, tends 
to bring temperatures down. 
Why accurate attribution 
is İmportant 

Though the intensity of this particular 

Concrete 
evidence 

Climate 
attribution 
science is a 

relatively new 
discipline. It 
examines the 
likelihood of a 

particular 
extreme weather 
event, if climate 
change were not 
taking place. 

Attribution 
science seeks to 

remove 

ambiguity and 
determine the 
exact extent of 
responsibility 
that climate 
change bears. 

While the link may seem self 
evident, establishing scientific 
cause is key to driving policy 
action, which has been lacking 

Amancools off at a fountain during aheatwavein 
Salnt Germain en Laye, west of Paris, on Thursday. Ar 

spell of European heatwave and the trend 
over the last few years had made the im 
print of climate change fairly clear, scien 
tists are usually wary of linking any indi vidual extreme weather event to climate 
change without an attribution study like 
this one. 

Climate attribution science is a 
relatively new discipline, developed just 
over the last two decades. It tries to exam 
ine the likelihood of a particular extreme 
weather event happening if climate change 
were not taking place. 

Earlier, it used to take scientists a couple 
ofmonths, even years, to make this assess 
ment. But in the last three to four years, 
mainly owing to the efforts of WWA, a 
much faster assessment has been made 
possible, sometimes even when the event 
İs stll ongoing, as in the present case. 

Attribution sclence seeks to remove am 
biguity and determine the exact extent of 
responsibility ofclimatee change in causing 
majorextreme weather events. cIn the last fow yoars, it has established the footprints of climate change on several events. Besides preparing scientific evi dence, this exercise is also aimed at forcing pollcymakers and decislon-makers to act more rapldly on climate change. 
Action awaited 

The scientific evidence on climate change is already voluminous andcompel 

ling. Still, climate change seems to have 
droppeda few notches down in the list of 
global priorities, particularly after Donald 
Trumptook office as US President. The re 
cent G7 meetings, for example, hardly had 
any climate-relatedagenda oroutcomes. A 
fewyears earlier, climate change used to be 
one ofthe most impotant items at such in: 
ternational meetings, especially those in 
volving influential leaders. 

Scientists insist that there is still time 
for countries to take rapid action and at 
tempt to achieve the Paris Agreement tar 
gets of containing the global rise of tem 
peratures within 1.5 or 2°C from 
pre-industrial times. 

Butgovernments appear to have all but 
given up on those targets, For them, it 
seems, these targets have already gone 
beyond reach, or require the kind of mobil 
isation of resources on aglotbal scale that is 
neither practical nor realistic to organise. 

Countres seem to have decided to let 
climate change itselfout and do their best to deal with irmpact and adapt to it -a strategy scientists routinely warn 
malntain. 

against. Adaptation has its limits, they 
But global action onclimate change has 

continued to woefully lag behind global warnning. Events such as the European 
heatwave are only expected to increase 
both in frequency and intens/ty over the 
next few years. 

+ 
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The City 
Medicalprocurenmentfraud 
case:'Liaison' under scanner 
Alok Singh 
NewDellhi, June 29 

d ad 
ition 
ers of 
vanta 
Tgaon. 

AS PROBE deepens into the RS 
700-crore fraud case linked to 
the Central Procurement 
Agency (CPA) and the Director-
ate General of Health Services 
(DGHS) in Delhi, the role of a 
"contractor"-accused of ma 
nipulatingtenders and siphon-
ing offpublic funds -is under 
scanner, The Indian Express 
has learnt. 

Describedby investigatorsas 
a broker, he reportedly created 
multiple shell firms in an al 
leged attempt to benefit a few 
manufacturers and played a 
central rolein riggingtenders for 
medicines, surgical iterns, con 
sumables and equipment. He is 
accused oftying up with manu 
facturers, fixing supply rates 
and arranging cash kickbacks, 
said sources. 

Said a senior officer, "The 
FIR mentions the name. His role 
is being probed and he is on the 
radar. If required he will be 
called for questioning and may 
be arrested also." 
A complaint regarding the 

alleged scam and iregularities 
in procurement forhealth facil 
ities in the Capital was filed by 
the Department of Vigilance 
with the Anti-Corruption 
Branch (ACB) of the Delhi Po 
lice, which was later converted 
into an FIR on June 2. The al 
leged irregularities first cameto 
light in May this year when the 
Department of Vigilance con 
ducted raids at the CPA ofice 
following complaints regarding 
procurement discrepancies. 

The complaint from the Vigi 
lance Department names sev 
eral firms allegedly used as 
fronts andalleged the"liaisoner" 
was the real operator behind 
those entities, sources sajd. 

"Tender specifications and 
terms were prepared to favour 
the pre-decided firns... with the 
liaisoner/supplier drafting re 
strictive specifications in collu 
sion with manufacturer con 
tacts. Those documents were 
then reportedly routed to Dr 
Vinod Kumar Ranga, Head of 
office (HOO) of CPA, who pres 
ented them to the tender com 
mittee," the complaint stated. Tender COmmittees were al 
legedly coerced into approving 
these tailor-mnade specifica 
tions, according to the com 
plaint and former DGHS DrVat 
sala Aggarwal, who was arrested 
overtheweekend in the case, al 
legedly gave final sanction to the 
skewed tender ternms. 

The"broker" then allegedly 
ensured that the front finssub 
mitted bids, criteria such as 
turnover, experience and per 

•CASETIMELINE 
JUNE 2 Complaint filed by Vigi 
lance dept with ACB turns into 
FIR. It alleges cartels operated 
within procurement system 

JUNE 18 ACB arrests Dr Vinod 
Kumar Ranga, CPA's former Head 
of Office. 

JUNE 25 ED files money launder 
ing case under the PMLA 

JUNE28 ACB arrests former 
DGHS chief Dr Vatsala Aggarwal 
and former Deputy Controller of 
Accounts, CPA, Neeraj Chopra 

fomance were set at exorbitant 
levels to điscourage genuine 
Competitors, yet the shell firms 
were allowed to qualify. 

The complaint further 
charges that technical evalu 
ation sheets were prepared by 
the "broker/ supplier' and 
handed to Dr Ranga for fast ap 
proval, while financial bids were 
opened secretly the same day. 
Award approvals and purchase 
orders, the FIR claims, were is 
sued manually and outside the 
e-procurement or Goverment 
e-Marketplace (GeM) workflows 
- often within hours of bid 
opening The FIR alleges deliberate 
manipulation of online tender 
statuses to conceal completed 
awards. Long-closed procure-
ments, for which full payments 
were allegedly released, re 
portedlyremained listed as Ac 
tive" or"Under Process" onpub 
lic procurement portals, 
preventing scrutiny by other 
suppliers and the public. Pay 
ments to existing, legitimate 
suppliersallegedly stalled forup 
to two years, while orders tied to 
the "liaisoner" saw payment 
re';leased within one/two days. 
The complaint contends that 
tenders worth several hundred 
crores may have been awarded 
under this arrangement. 

The ACB has confirmed reg 
istrationof an FIR and saidj d pre liminary inquiries are under 
way. Investigators will examine 
tender fles, procurement por 

many key posts over the years 
Express News Service 
New Dellhi, June 29 

DR VATSALA Aggarwal, the 
former Director General of 
Health Services (DGHS), was ar 
rested by the Anti-Corruption 
Branch (ACB) of the Delhi gov 
ernment on Sunday in connec 
tion with the alleged procure 
ment fraud that is said to have. 
caused loss of over Rs700 crore 
to the government exchequer. 
Overthe years, she has held sev 
eral key posts. 

Arrested former DGHS chiefheld4.6°C above normal 

A senior Health Department 
officer, Aggarwal became DGHS 
lastAugust as she succeeded Dr 
Rati Makkar who had retired. 

As health services chief, she 
was responsible for the func 
tioning of Delhi government 
hospitals, public health pro 
grammes and the Central Pro 
curement Agency (CPA), the 
nodal agency responsible for 
procuring and supplying medi 
cines, vaccines and medical 
equipment to Delhi govern 
ment hospitals and healthcare 
facilities. 

Before she assumed thepost, 
she was the director of Janak 
puri Super Speciality Hospital. 
She also held the additional 
charge ofMedical Superintend 
entofDeep Chand Bandhu Hos 
pital. 

The Delhi government had 
also handed overinterim charge 
of the Delhi Medical Council 
(DMC) to her last August nearly 
two months after the council 
was dissolved over alleged ir 
regularities. 

Earlier, Aggarwal was the Di 
rector of the Delhi State Cancer 
Institute (DSCI) between 2023 

tals, payment records and the 
corporate structures of the 
named firms to establish links 
alleged in the complaint. Of 
cials contacted for comment 
have not yet responded to ques 
tions about the timeline for ar 
rests or asset tracing. 

The allegations add to scru 

and 2025, where shelooked after 
the functioning of the cancer 
hospital. 

ADMISSIONS 
OPEN 2026-27 

However, in 2024, the Delhi 
government's Department of 
Vigilancestarted an inquiry into 
alleged irregularities in changes 
to recruitment rules and ap 
pointments at DSCI. However, 
no criminal case was registered 
against her at that time. 

Hertenure as the health ser 
vices chief came underscrutiny 
in May this year after the Depart 
ment of Vigilance conducted 
raids at the CPA officers over al 
leged irregularities in the pur chase of medicines,, medical 
equipment. Soon after the raids, 
she was transferred. 

Later, theDelhigovernment 
sought permission under Sec 
tion 17A of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act to investigate 
allegations against Aggarwal 
and Deputy Controller of Ac 
counts Neeraj Chopra in con 
nection with the procurement 
process. She was suspended as 
the investigation expanded. 

Aggarwal challenged her 
transfer before the Central Ad 
ministrative Tribunal (CAT). 
which stayed the order and 
asked the government to review 
itsdecision.She was laterposted 
to GuruTeg Bahadur Hospital. 

OnSunday, the ACB arrested 
Aggarwal, alleging that she was 
part ofaconspiracy involving ir 
regular purchase of medicines 
and medical equipment for 
Delhigovernment hospitals. Ac 
cording to the agency, the pro 
curementprocess was manipu 
lated to benefit certain firms, 
causing amajor loss to the gov 
ernment. 

tiny ofprocurement practices in 
the Delhi health department 
after recent action against sen 
ior officials. 
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The probeaimsto determine 
the extent of the financial dam 
age and to recover any proceeds 
of the alleged malpractice, said 

sOurces. 

MIT Art, Design & Technology 
University, Pune 

Skywatch 

Forecast: June 30,2026 
Partly cloudy sky. Heatwave. 
Light rain, thunderstorm. 
MAX:40-42 

MIN: 30-32 
4.1°Cabove normal 
-Sunrlse: 5:37 AM (July 1) 
•Sunset: 7:23 PM (June 30) 
•Moonrise: 7:58 PM (June 30) 
•Moonset: 6:16AM (July 1) 

•AQITracker 

AnandVihar 
Poor 
AQ:211 

Aya Nagar 
Moderate 
AQI:140 
Good (0-50) 

Alipur Moderate 
AQ1:164 

Najafgarh 
Moderate 
AQl:19 

Satisfactory (51-100) 
Moderate (io1-200) 

SPoor (201-300) 
Very Poor (301-400) 
Severe (401-500) 

•BRIEFLY 

Capitalreels 
under heatwave 
conditions 
DELHI WITNESSED İts sec 
ond consecutive day of 
heatwave conditions Mon 
day before thunderstorms 
swept across parts of the 
NCR, causing a sharp dip in 
temperatures. Very1 light 
rainfall and drizzle were re 
ported over parts of south 
Delhi. During the day, Saf 
darjungrecordeda maxi 
mum temperature of 
42.2°C,5°Cabove normal, 
while Palam touched 42.4°C 
(4.8°C above normal). The 
Ridge recorded 43.4°C, 
among the highest in the 
city. As per the India 
Meteorological 
Department, heatwave con 
ditions are unlikely to per 
sist on Tuesday. 
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/Heat Drives Peak De 
Power Demand 

Close To 9k MW 
Hits All-Time High Of8,748 MW 
South, West Delhi Lead The Way 
Peak Power Demand On 
June 29: 8,748 MW 
(Highest ever in Delhi) 
Main factors: Heavy use of air-conditioners and 
cooling appliances amid 
sweltering weather 
Previous record: 
8,656 MW 

Year 

2026 
2025 

2024 

(June 19, 2024) Minhest lune Peak Power Demano 

2023 

Peak Demand 

Demand By Area And Power 
Distribution Utility 

AlokKNMishra 
@timesofindia.com 

BRPL 

TPDDL 2,560 N & NW Delhi 
BYPL L876 E & Central Delhi 
NDMC 442 Lutyens' Delhi 
MES 55 Delhi Cantonment 

New Delhi: The city Monday 
recorded its highest-ever pe 
ak power demand at 8,748 me 
gawatts (MW), surpassingthe 
previous high of 8,656 MW, 
logged on June 19, 2024. 

3,906 MwS&W Delhi 

Monday's record electrici 
ty consumption the peak 
was scaled at 3.17pm was 
driven largely by the use of 
air-conditioners and cooling 
appliances as the city reeled 
under sweltering heat with 'fe 
els-like' temperatures crossi 
ng 50 degrees Celsius. 

The latest rise in electrici 
ty consumption comes amid 
an unusually power-intensi 
ve summer. Between this Ju 
neland June 29, Delhi's peak 
electricity demand exceeded 
that on 22 of 29 corresponding 
days in 2025, which reflects 
the sustained use of high-coo 
ling appliances due to the pro 
longed heat. Power minister Ashish So 
od said, Delhi made history by 
successfully meeting the all-ti 
me high peak demand. Our ro 
bustpower networkheld strong 
with zero breakdowns or major 
infrastructure failures. It is the 
direct result of our govt's meti 
culous power master plan and 
our sustaíned investments in 
upgrading the city's transmis 

Date 

=| 

8,748 MW June 29 
8,442 MW|June 12 

7,226 MW 

8,656 MW June 19 
June 14 

electricity consumers, with 
domestic households accoun 
ting for around 63 lakh or 
84.49% of the total users, under 
scoring the city's predomi 
nantly residential power de 
mand. Non-domestic consu 
mers, including commercial 
establishments, number aro 
und 11 lakh (14.9%), while in 
dustrial connections account 
forjust 27,037 (0.4%). 

Over the past two decades, 
Delhi'speakpower demand has 
risen sharply due to rapidurba 
nisation, population growth 
and higher use of cooling appli 
ances. Touching 2,879 MW in 
2002, it crossed 7,000 MW in 
2018. Based on current growth 
trends, the peak demand could 
cross 10,000 MW by 2028-29, ac 
cording to official estimates. 

New I 
contir 
wave 

cond s 

With the state load dispatch 
centre projecting that Delhi's 
peak demand will cross 9,000 
MW this season, distribution 
companies said they have ade 
quate power procurement ar 
rangements in place to meet a 
rise in consumption. 

dersto 
ning. 

Ho 

the m 
rologi 
predi 
ely to 

BSES officials said the co 
mpany was ready to meet the 
demand through a mix of long 
term power purchase agreem 
ents, bilateral arrangements, 
banking of power with other 
states and procurement from 
electricity exchanges. A Tata 
Power-DDL spokesperson said 

sion anddistribution grid."the çompany has taken steps to 
Delhi has around 75 lakh ensure unínterrupted supply 
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TIMES NEws NETWORK 
Delhi records heatwave for second day, but thunderstorm gives respite 
New Delhi: The city Monday continued to reel under heat wave conditions for the se cond straight day. 

However, after a thun derstorm hit Delhi in the eve ning, parts of the capital saw the mercury dip. India Meteo /rological Department has 
predicted the heatwave is lik ely to abate Tuesday. 

The maximum tempera 

TIMES CITY 

EUREKA 

ture at Safdarjung, 
the city's base sta 
tion, was 42.2 degre es Celsius, five deg 
rees above normal. MAXIMUM It was 41.8 degrees TEMPERATURE AT Celsiusaday earlier: DELHI'S BASE With this, Safdar STATION 
jung has witnessed SAFDARJUNG 
four heatwave days 
this season. Some other sta tions have seen more. 

(43.4), Palam (42.4) 
and Lodhi Road 
(42.1). According to 
IMD, when the air 
temperature was 
34.8 degrees Celsius 
at 8.30 am, the heat 
index or feels-like 
temperature stood 
at 40.6 degrees. Celsius. The Met department 

did not share the feels-like 
temperature during the day 
time. It was 50.7 degrees Cel 

422 

Heatwave conditions were 
also seen Monday at the Ridge 

sius at 5.30 pm Sunday and 
51.3 degrees Celsius at 2.30 pm 
Saturday. 

"This is the second day of 
the heatwave conditions over 
Delhi. It is unlikely to continue 
Tuesday due to the ongoing thunderstorm activity over 
Haryana and Delhi in which 
Palam has reported 52 kmnph 
wind speed at 5 pm. Very light 
rainfall or drizzle has occur 
red over the southern parts of 
Delhi,"an IMD oficial said. 

Following the thunders 
torm, Najafgarh saw a nearly 
9-degree drop from 39.9 degre 
es Celsius to 31. Safdarjung re 
ported a dip by three degrees 
and Palam by seven degrees. 

The maximum temperatu 
re is likely to remain around 
40-42 degrees Celsius Tuesday 
and may dip to about 36-38 deg 
rees Celsius Wednesday and 
further to nearly 32-34 degrees 
Celsius by July 3. 

3 

IMD has issued a yellow 

alert for rain, thunderstorms 
and gusty winds up to 60 kmnph 
from Tuesday to Thrsday. 

There was no respite from 
the heatstress during the night 
as the minimum temperature 
settled at 311 degrees Celsius, 
three degrees above normal, 
and the same as Sunday It was 
the hottest June night in two 
years for two consecutive days. 

The last time a higher mini 
mum temperature was recor 
ded in June was on June 19, 2024. 
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Docs race against time, 
saye baby with disease 

Mthat hits lin a million 
Mumbai: When doctors at 
BaiJerbai Wadia Hospital in 
Parel here drew blood froma 
two-and-a-half-month-old 
baby girl, they froze. Instead 
of the familiar crimson, 
the syringe filled with a 
thick, pinkish liquid. 

What began as an evalu 
ation for an enlarged heart 
quickly turned into a race 
against time to save a child 
suffering from familial l 
poprotein lipase deficiency 
(LPLD), a rare inherited 
disorder affecting fat 
metabolism that affects ro 
ughly one in a million. 

The baby the first child of 
a Bandra couple after four ye 
ars of marriage, was referred 
to the hospital on May 29 for 
heart problems. "They came 
with anX-ray that showed an 
unusually large heart for 
two-month-old," said paediat 
ric cardiologist Dr Sumitra 
Venkatesh. But the unusually 
light-coloured blood sugges 
ted something more serious. 

WasdIs 

Tests revealed triglyceri-
de levels of 42,000 mg/dL 
almost 300 times the normal 
level. "With such high trigly. 
cerides, arteries can get clog-
ged, triggering heart attack 
or stroke," said Dr Venka 
tesh. Soon, specialists from 
paediatric endocrinology, 
cardiology intensive care, he 

uded in the MoU. 

LIFELONG STRICT DIET 
Bandra couple's child taken 

to hospital with heart problems 
-Tests show triglyceride (fat) 

levels of 42,000 mg/dL- almost 
300 times normal 
>Kept off oral feeds for 16 
days, and on IV nutrition to 
reduce fat in blood. Will require 
lifelong restriction of dietary fat 
-Genetic testing confirms 

lipoprotein lipase deficiency, a 
rare metaboic disorder, seen1 
in 10L individuals globaly 
patology, genetics, nutrition 
and radiology came together 
to chartatreatment plan. 

For the next 16 days, the 
baby was kept off oral feeds 
and on IV nutrition to reduce 
fat circulating in her blood. 

Once the triglyceride le 
vels began falling, the focus 
shifted to designing a safe 
oral diet. Mother's milk 
wasruled out because of fat 
content. Importing a speci 
al feed from the US was ex 
pensive. So nutritionist 
worked up a solution based 
largely on skimmed milk 
powder, said Dr Venkatesh. 

By day 19, her triglyceride 
level was 242 mg/dL, her blo 
odregained its normal colour 
and heartfunction improved. 

Although "the child will requirelifelongrestriction of 
dietary fat," she is expected to 
grow and develop normally 



making Tne ume ror damage control is now. 

Keep politics out of children's plates 
mong the few policy initiatives birthed and 
scaled by India, the mid-day meal scheme must 
rank towards the top. Pioneered in Tamil Nadu 

and then implemented nationwide, the scheme to feed 
children in schools has been remarkably successful in 
curbing dropout rates; give a counter-incentive for 
parents looking to pull their wards out of school and 
put themn to work, and counteracting socioeconomic 
biases in the classroom, ensuring education for all. 
The gains made by the scheme in reversing 
malnutrition amongyoung people in the countryside 
should be safeguarded and built upon, not frittered 
away on ideological grounds. 
The controversy over contracts over mid-day meals 

being handed over to the International Society for 
Krishna Consciousness by the new government in 
West Berngal is one that has played out in various 
provinces over the past decade-always over the 
inclusion of egg, a great source of protein, for religious 
reasons. It is a silly row. The egg is incontrovertibly a 
good and cheap source of protein and its abundance 
and ubiquity in the Indian diet make it suitable for 
mid-day meals, especially in states with 
overwhelmingly non-vegetarian populations such as 
Bengal. The state government can also opt for the 
Odisha model where the administration pays for the 
egg over and above the Iskon-catered meal. 
But there is also a larger point. India will never 

exploit the demographic advantage if its young people 
are malnourished and under-educated, both of which 
can happen if mid-day meals are not robust. 
Moreover, schemes such as free and nutritious food 
for school children represent the best of India's 
welfare architecture and are much better investments 
in the country's future than cymical cash doles 
distributed weeks before elections. To let the gains 

of 

the scheme get mired in religious or ideological dogma 
would be a travesty. 
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Climate action needs 
cash. Where is it? 

he concusion of the Bonn Climate Con 
ference has left developing countries 
confronting a familiar reality: Climate 
finance remains the most important 

İssue in global climate negotiations, yet mean 
ingful progress continues to lag behind grOW-
ing needs. As attention now shifts toward 
COP31, the question is whether the interna 
tional community is prepared to move from 
procedural discussions and political rhetoric 
to concrete financial commitments. 
Bonn was widely seen as a stocktaking exer 

cise ahead of COP31, highlighting that imple 
mentation is now the defining challenge of 
global climate action. While negotiators 
advanced technical work and institutional 
processes, developing countries stressed that 
progress on adaptation, mitigation, just transi 
tions, and loss and damage depends on ade 
quate and accessible finance. Yet, the confer 
ence offered little reassurance on the scale, 
predictability, or quality of support for vulner 
able countries. 

Developed countries favour private capital, 
while developing countries seek pub 
lic and concessional finance. For 
many vulnerable economies, adapta 
tion and loss-and-damage responses 
cannot be financed through com 
mercial investment alone. 
The discussions in Bonn had high 

lighted this tension. However, for 
cOuntries grappling with recurring 
floods, heatwaves, droughts, and ris 
ing adaptation costs, technical progress with out corresponding financial commitments 
risks appearing increasingly disconnected 
from reality. 
The challenge is more acute for adaptation 

finance. Despite repeated recognition that adaptation remains significantly underfunded 
relative to mitigation, Bonn produced few sig 
nals that developed countries are prepared to substantially increase public adaptation 
finance. The gap between adaptation needs and available resources continues to widen. 
This is especially concerning for countries 
whose development priorities are increasingly 
shaped by climate vulnerabilities over which they have little control. 

Biscal constraints. geopolitical tensions, ris. ing defence spending, and shrinking develon 
ment assistance are reducing the political 
appetite for large-scale climate finance com 
mitments. As a result, expectations for mean 
ingful progress at COP3l remain tenmpered. 

Although loss and damage has gained politi 
cal prominence, Bonn showed that negotia 
tions remain focused on institutional arrange 
ments rather than financing. The real impasse 
lies in unresolved questions of accountability 
and historical responsibility. While vulneralble 
Countries invoke equity and the "polluter pays" 
principle, developed countries continue to 
resist any interpretation of climate finance as 
liabílity or compensation. As a result, debates 
over finance often become debates over 
responsibility. 

A key outcome at Bonn was the growing 
consensus among developing countries that 
climate finance underpins all climate action. 
This is likely to strengthen their push at COP31 
to hold developed countries accountable for 
their finance commitments. 

There is increasing recognition that current 
financial flows are fundamentaly inadequate 
to support adaptation and mitigation needs. Discussions around pathways to mobilise sig 
nificantly larger volumes of climate finance 
reflect an emerging consensus that incremen 
tal increases will not suffice. Whether this rec 
ognition translates into political action 
remains uncertain, but the scale of the chal 
lenge iš no longer in dispute. 
The deeper question is whether COP31 can 

address the structural shortcomings of the 

Ria Sinha 

existing climate finance architecture. 
Access remains cumbersome, dis 
bursement remains slow, adaptation 
remains underfunded, and many vul 
nerable countries continue to rely 
heavily on loans rather than grants 
and concessional capital. Without 
meaningful reforms to these underly 
ing issues, even larger headline fig 
ures may fail to deliver transforma 

tional outcomes on the ground. 
For developing countries, the lessons from 

Bonn are thus mixed. The conference rein 
forced the centrality of climate finance within 
the global climate agenda and demonstrated 
growing international acknowledgement of 
the financing gap. However, it also exposed the 
persistent reluctance of developed countries to 
commit resources at the scale demanded by 
science and by climate justice. 
As the world moves toward COP31, develop 

ing countries have fewer reasons to be compla 
cently optimistic. Bonn showed that climate 
finance is the defining test of the credibility of 
the international climate regime. Whether 
COP31 succeeds or fails will ultimately depend 
on the willingness of developed countries to 
provide predictable, accessible, and adequate 
financial support. The challenge facing COP31 
is, therefore, of delivery. Bonn has already 
demonstrated that the world understands the 
problem. The question now is whether politi 
cal leaders are prepared to act on that under 
standing. 
Ria Slnha is a senlor research consultant at Chin 
tan Research Foundatlon. The views expressed are 

personal 
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