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f(arogya Setu 2.0 launched as|
personal health record app

Rhythma Kaul

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union health minis-
ter JP Nadda on Monday launched
arevamped Aarogya Setu app that
transforms the Covid-19 contact-
tracing platform into a personal
health record application, along
with a Unified Health Interface
(UHI) and a national Drug Registry
aimed at expanding India’s digital
health ecosystem.

The revamped Aarogya Setu
app will function as a citizen-fac-
ing application under the Ayush-
man Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM), allowing users to create
an Ayushman Bharat Health
Account (ABHA), access and man-
ister for ABDM-enabled services.

According to the health minis-
try, the app has nearly 20 crore
downloads, providing an opportu-
nity to accelerate the adoption of
digital health services across the
country.

The app will enable users to dig-
itise medical records, including lab
reports, create personalised health
dashboards based on medical his-
tory, and monitor health through
integrated vitals, reminders, goal
tracking and syncing with weara-
ble devices for parameters such as

a0 o

JP Nadda

steps, calories, heart rate and glu-
cose levels. It will also include a
PM-JAY Wallet showing health-
care coverage, balance, utilisation
and family-wise consumption.
Other features include locating
nm:byhealﬂmfad]ms,bmk
ing ambulances, managing medi-
cations with reminders, and
searching for Ayushman Bharat
PM-JAY empanelled hospitals
offering cashless treatment.
Nadda also launched the Uni-
fied Health Interface (UHI), the
service layer of ABDM that enables
patients and healthcare providers

~ to connect across different digital

platforms without requiring both
parties to be on the same applica-
tion.

The health ministry said the
open network uses common tech-
nical standards to allow users to
discover, book and access health-
care services through any UHl-en-

W "

abled app. It is built on ABDM's
core digital infrastructure, includ-
ing ABHA, the Healthcare Profes-
sionals Registry, the Health Facil-
ity Registry and the Health Infor-
mation Exchange for consent-
based data sharing. "Digitisation is
no longer an option, it's a necessity
and we will see to it that health
care in India is digitized to make it
citizen-centric. If we want tobe a
developed country by 2047, we
will have to be digital India.”

The minister also launched the
drugs registry that was in works
for a long time, to standardise
medicine-related information
across the health care ecosystem.

The health ministry said the
registry aims to address inconsist-
encies arising from medicines
being represented under different

names and formats, which can
affect clinical decision-making,
e-prescriptions, supply chains and
continuity of care. Built on stan-
dardised terminology, it will sup-
port consistent identification, stor-
age and exchange of drug data
across healthcare systems, With
the addition of the Drug Registry,
ABDM's core digital infrastructure
now comprises four registries: the
ABHA Registry, Healthcare Pro-
fessionals Registry, Health Facility
Registry and Drug Registry.
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Health ‘scam’: BJP hits back at
acted promptly

AAP, says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

VA

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday said the
Delhi government prompt-
ly initiated a probe after re-
ceiving information about
alleged irregularities in the
Health Department by sus-
pending the “officials in-
volved”.

“The government acted
immediately by suspending
the officials against whom
allegations were made.
Now, those officials have al-
so been arrested,” Delhi BJP
chief spokesperson Abhay
Verma said, responding (o
allegations made by Delhi
Aam Aadmi Party (AADP)
president Saurabh Bharad-
waj on Sunday questoning
the appointment of former
Director General of Health
Services Dr. Vatsala Aggar-
wal in 2025. Mr. Bharadwa)
ermed the appuintment
“against norms” since a vi-
gilance inguiry was pend-
g un Delhi State Cancer
Insttute appeintiments,

%

Delhi Health Minister Pankaj
Singh. FILE PHOTO

On Saturday, the Delhi
government’s Anti Corrup-
tion Branch (ACB) arrested
Dr. Aggarwal in connection
with the alleged procure-
ment scam involving medi-
cines, surgical items, and
medical equipment. Before
that, the ACB had appre-
hended Dr. Vijay Kumar
Ranga in the same case. He
was later remanded in four-
day police custody by a city
COourt.

AADP continues attack

AAT" on Monday continued
to attack the BJP govern-
ment  over its  “involve-
mient”™ in the alleged irregu-
larities, which the

. ST

L1
W
Delhi AAP chief Saurabh
Bharadwaj. FILE PHOTO

Opposition party pegged at
around 650 crore, and de-
manded a wider probe.

Health Minister Pankaj
Singh, speaking to repor-
ters, refuted the allegation.
“AADPs claims are baseless.
I650 crore was not even
the expenditure in the
whole exercise. Action will
be taken based on the in-
vestigation report,” he said.

Mr. Bharadwaj alleged
that the irregularities could
not have been carried out
by a single officer and ac-
cused the Delhi govern:
ment of centralising pro-
curement o facilitate the
purchases,

(With inputs from PTI)
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/ Heat Drives Peak D

Power Demand
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o0se To 9%k MW

Hits All-Time High 0f 8,748 MW

South, West Delj Lead The Way
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bome 2% B 748 MW
{Highest ever In Delhi)
Mae tactors: Heayy
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cooling 1ppliances amid
Sweltering whather
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8656 MW
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Mew Delhiz The city Monday
recorded its highpst-ever pa-
ak power demsand anf, 748 me-
gawatis (MW surpassingthe
previous high of B85 MW,
logged on Jumne 19, 201,

Monday's repard abectrici
ty comsumpiion — the peak
wat dcaled at B17pm — Wad
driven largely by the use of
skr-corditiooers and cooling
applianes & e city reslad
i erswelleping heat with e
als-like" temperatures crossi
nz 0 degrens Celalas

The [adest riss inelecirick
by comsumplion comes ambd
an unusually power-iniensl-
v gummer. Baiween this Ju-
ne | and June 29, Delhi's peak
glaotricity demarg excesded
thaton22af 29 corresponding
days in 2025, which reflacts
the sustalned useal high-coo
1lng applianeesdoe to the pro
longed Biat,

Puwer minkster Ashish o
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plectricity consusners, with
deenestic househiolds accou-
ung for arumd 6 lakh or
B4.4% of the ioial users, Enidar
searing the city’s predomi
pantly residential power de-
mand.  Mon-dotesiie  0dnEl-
mers, incnding coenmerciEl
establishinents, pumber ane-
ured 11 lukh (24.8%), while in-
dusirial cormections sceourt
fine just 27087 %),

Over the pasl iwo decndes,
Dhedhi's e ponT dnmmind s
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mleation, population growth
an higher wsa ol coolmg appli
anees. Touchlng 2678 MW in
e M ocrassed 7000 MW IR
ZMH. Based on cusTent §
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o 100 MW Ty 202E-29, ac-
pording ookl aciimates
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Docs race against time,

ve baby with disease
/ﬁ t hits 1in a million

Malathy.lyer@timesofindia.com — —
‘ LIFELONG STRICT DIET
Mumbai: When doctors at [ >Bandra couple’s child taken
BaiJerbai WadiaHospitalin  |te hospital with heart problems
Parel heredrewbloodfroma | » fasts show triglyceride (fat)
two-and-a-half-month-old levels of 42,000 ma/dL — almost
'g?by ﬂ?rl,fthe:,r froze.Instead | 300 times normal
e familiar crimson,
the syringe filled with a mﬂnﬂﬂmﬁ
thick, pinkishliquid. reduce fat in blood. Will require
| What began as an evaln- | lifelong restriction of -:I||'|l=.'FI§.r1:I]pr fat
- atlg:;{ {urtan en;arged heart |, cenetic testing confirms
) quickly turned into a race ; in i i
. against time to save a child E‘fmﬂem llmmdeﬁuamal
- i suffering from familial li- i 100 individuals giobally

poprotein lipase deficiency
(LPLD), a rare inherited

patology, genetics, nutrition

disorder affecting fat and radiology came together
metabolism that affects ro-  tochartatreatment plan.
.m ughly one ina million. For the next 16 days, the
| Thebaby, thefirstchildof  baby was kept off oral feeds
| a Bandra couple afterfourye-  and on IV nutrition to reduce
: arsof marriage, wasreferred  fatcirculating in herblood.
'. to the hospital on May 23 for Once the triglyceride le-

R R =

heart problems. “They came
with an X-ray that showed an
unusually large heart for a
two-month-old,” said paediat-
ric cardiologist Dr Sumitra
Venkatesh, But the unusually
light-coloured blood sugges-
ted something more serious.
Tests revealed triglyceri-
de levels of 42,000 mg/dL —
almost 300 times the normal
level, “With such high trigly-

vels began falling, the focus
shifted to designing a safe
oral diet. Mother's milk
wasruled out because of fat
content. Importing a speci-
al feed from the US was ex-
pensive. So nutritionist
worked up a solution based
largely on skimmed milk
powder, said Dr Venkatesh.
By day 19, her triglyceride
Jevel was 242 mg/dL, her blo-

cerides, arteries can get clog-  odregained itsnormal colour
i ged, triggering heart attack and heart function imp
I ! or stroke" said Dr Venka- Although “the child will
1- tesh. Socon, specialists from requirelifelongrestrictionof
j- paediatric  endocrinology, dietaryfat,” sheisexpected to
cardiology intensivecare, he-  growand develop normally
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Iéeep politics out of
children’s plates A

mong the few policy initiatives birthed and
Aﬂﬂﬂlﬁd by India, the mid-day meal scheme must

rank towards the top. Pioneered in Tamil Nadu
and then implemented nationwide, the scheme to feed
children in schools has been remarkably successful in
curbing dropout rates; give a counter-incentive for
parents looking to pull their wards out of school and
put them to work, and counteracting socioeconomic
biases in the classroom, ensuring education for all.
The gains made by the scheme in reversing
malnutrition among young people in the countryside
. s should be safeguarded and built upon, not frittered

away on ideological grounds.

The controversy over contracts over mid-day meals
being handed over to the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness by the new government in

' West Bengal is one that has played out in various
provinces over the past decade - always over the
. inclusion of egg, a great source of protein, for religious
| reasons. Itis a silly row. The egg is incontrovertibly a
| good and cheap source of protein and its abundance
¥ and ubiquity in the Indian diet make it suitable for
mid-day meals, especially in states with
| overwhelmingly non-vegetarian populations such as
Bengal. The state government can also opt for the
1' Odisha model where the administration pays for the
egg over and above the Iskon-catered meal.
But there is also a larger point. India will never
exploit the demographic advantage if its young people
are malnourished and under-educated, both of which

can happen if mid-day meals are not robust.
Moreover, schemes such as free and nutritious food

for school children represent the best of India’s
welfare architecture and are much better investments
in the country’s future than cynical cash doles
distributed weeks before elections. To let the gains of
the scheme get mired 1
would be a travesty.

n religious or ideological dogma /é

j—
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Climate action needs
cash. Where is it?

e conchasion of the Bonn Climate Con-

ference has left developing countries

confronting a familiar reality: Climate

finance remains the most important
issue in global climate negodiations, yet mean-
iyl progmess continges to lag bebind grov-
ing needs. As attention now shifts toward
COP3L, the guestion is whether the interna-
tional community is prepared to move from
procedural discussions and politieal rhetoric
o concrele financial commitments.

Bonn was widely seen a3 a siockiaking exer-
cise ahead of COP3L, highlighting that imple-
mentation is now the defining challenge of
global climate action. Whike negotiators
advanced rechnical work and institutional
processes, developing countries stressed that

Fiscal constraints. geopoliticnl engigng
ing defenoe spending. and shrinking thevelegy
ment assistance are reducing the politiey)
appetite for large-scale climate finance gy,
mitments, As & resull, expectations for meqp
ingful progress at COP31 remain tempernd,

A ley outcome at Bonn was the
consensus among developing countries that
climate finance underping all climate action.
Thiz is likely to strengthen their push at COPF3)
to hold developed countries accountable for
their finance commitments.

There is increasing recognition that currens
financial Bows are fundamentally madequate
to support adaptation and mitigatioen needs,
Discussions arcund pathways to mobilis: sg-
nificantly larger volumes of climate finance
redlect an emerging consensus that incremen-

progress on sdaptation. mitigation, just TEns-
tions, and loss and damage depends on ade-  tal increases will not sufflce. Whether this rec-
quate and aceessible finance. Yet, the confer-  ognition translates into political action
ence affered litte reassurance on the scale,  remadns uncertain, but the scale of the chal-
ity, or quality of support for vulner-  lenge i€ no longer in dispute.
able countries. The deeper question is whether COPZ] can
countries favour private capital.  address the structural shorteomings of the
while developing countries seek pub- existing climate finance architectre
lic and concessional finance. For Access remains cumbersome, dis-
many vilnerable economies, adapta- bursement remaing slow, adapaation o
tion and loss-and-damage responss remains underfunded, and manywul-
cannot be financed through com- nerable countries continue to rely
mercial investrent alone, heavily on loans rather than grants
The discussions in Boan had high-  pig ginka and concessional capital. Withouat
lighted this tension, However, for menningful reforms to these underty-
countries grappling with recurring ——  ing issues, even larger headline fig-
foods. heatwaves, droughts, and ris- wres may fail to deiver transforma- ®
ing adaptathon costs, technical progress with- tiomal outcomes on the ground
For developing countries, the lessons from

out corresponding financial commitments
risks appearing increasingly disconnected
from reality.

The challenge is more scute for adaptation
finance. Despite repeated recogmition that
adaptation remnains underfunded
refative 1o mitigation, Bonn produced few sig-
nals that developed countries are prepared o
substantially increase public adaptation
finance. The gap between adaptation needs
and available resources continues to widen.
This is especially concerning for countries
whise development priorities are
shaped by climate valnerabilites over which
they have little control,

Although loss and damage has gaimed potiti-
cal prominence, Bonn showed that negotia-
tions remaln focused on institutional arrange-
ments rather than financing. The real iImpasse
lies in unresolved questions of accountability
and historical responsibility, While wilnerable
countrses invoke equity and the “polluter pays”
principle, developed countries continee 1o
resist any interpretation of climate finance as
lizhility or compensation. As a result, debates
over fimance oficn become debates over

responsibility,

Bonn are thus mixed. The conference rein- ¥
forced the centrality of climate finance within
the global climate agenda and demonstrated
growing international ac tofe
the financing gap. However, it abso exposed the
persistent rebuctance of developed countries o
commit respurces at the scale demanded by »
science and by climate justice.

Asg the world moves toward DOP3, develop-
ing countries have fewer reasons to be compla- o
cently optimistic. Bonn showed that climate
finance is the defining test of the credibility of
the international climate regime. Whether
COP31 succeeds or fails will ultimately depend
on the willingness of developed countries to
mmdmhh.mlm.mdamm

ial support. The challenge facing COP3I
is, therefore, of delivery. Bonn has already
demonstrated that the world understands the
probiem, The question now is whether polit-
cal leaders are prepared toact on that under-
stnding,

Ria Sinafea L a semier research corsultoni af Chin-
tan Research Foundarion The wiews expressad are
pergomal
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