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Editorial 

he recently released National Family 
Health Survey (NFHS)-6 report 

NFHS 6 reveals progress amid nutrition challenges 
presents a mixed progress card for 
India, offering reasons to cheer while 

also sending clear signals to pause and reflect. On 
the bright side, stunting levels (for children under 
five), which indicate long periods of sub-optimal 
food intake with other deprivations, have 
declined from 35.5% to 29.3%. Though a modest 
decline, any gain is welcome given the 
complexity of the task that involves strengthening 
women's access to knowledge and resources, 
improved water and sanitation, and ensuring 
access to healthy affordable diets. Wasting levels 
that indicate whether children have adequate 
weight for their height, show no change, except 
for severe forms of wasting. The pattern across 
indicatorS makes one thing clear: gains in child 
nutrition are due to better health-care access, 
immunisation coverage, maternal education and 
improvements in housing, water and sanitation, 
while feeding practices and access to quality diets 
remain weak and continue to limit progress. 

Institutional births have reached 90%, with 
public health facilities accounting for 58% of 
births; 91% of deliveries were attended by skilled 
medical personnel and 95% of mothers were 
visited at least once by health personnel during 
the antenatal period. 
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Equally gratifying is vaccination coverage for 
children - 87% of children between 12 and 23 
months of age are now fully vaccinated. Since 
private facilities account for only about 3% of 
vaccinations, the high coverage reflects the strong 
outreach efforts of frontline workers - Accredited 
Social Health Activists (ASHA), Anganwadi 
workers (AWW), and Auxiliary Nurse Midwives 
(ANM). These national averages hide regional 
disparities, but access to health services has 
improved across States. 

Poor feeding practices 
Despite the high rate of institutional births, only 
about 50% of newborns are breastfed within the 
irst hour of life, indicating that the health system 
must intensify efforts to support early initiation of 
breastfeeding. About 60% of children between 
the ages of six to eight months, receive 
solid/semi-solid food, while only 15% between six 
to 23 montis receive an adequate diet. Improving 
the timely initiation of complementary feeding and ensuring that all children receive an adequate 
diet are key to reducing undernutrition. In India, 
complementary feeding is closely linked to the 
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annaprasana ritual, typically performed between six and 12 months - any delay will result in 
growth faltering. 

A growing and under-explored determinant of 
child nutrition in India is maternal time poverty. 
Women perform multiple roles within and 
outside the home. NFHS-6 reports that about 30% 
of women engaged in paid work during the past 
12 months, but this significantly underestimates 
their overall work burden. A large proportion of 
women in informal economies engage in unpaid 
family labour, in farming/fisheries, livestock care, 
and domestic chores. There are no clear 
estimates of the percentage of young mothers 
with children between six-23 months who are in 
the work force and there is very little 
documentation on how women manage child 
feeding with their other work roles. In many rural 
areas, in the absence of crèches, women leave 
their infants and young children with older family 
memberS or the child's older sibling (usually a 
gir), impacting both breastfeeding and 
complementary feeding, when they are out in the 
fields. 

The processed food trap 
Recent consumer expenditure survey results 
show that households are spending less on 
cereals and more on dairy, processed foods and 
beverages, with the later two forming a large 
part of the expenditure. This creates an 
impression of diversity which is not the same as 
nutritional adequacy. A nutritionally adequate 
diet would have to follow the ICMR-National 
Institute of Nutrition (NIN) food-based dietary 
guidelines. Unfortunately, for a sizeable section of 
the population, a nutritious diet consisting of 
pulses, millets, fruits and vegetables, animal 
foods and nuts is unaffordable. Processed foods, 
in contrast, are easily available, ready to eat and 
packaged in affordable packs. 
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receive greater priority. Early identification of 
stagnation in weight or length, with timely 
counselling and support to mothers, is central to 
prevention. 

The first 1,000 days - from pregnancy to a 
child's second birthday - form the most critical 
window for healthy physical and cognitive 
development (most brain growth occurs in the 
first five yęars). We need disaggregated data for 
the 0-2 age group, currently unavailable, as 
stunting typically peaks during the second year of 
life and growth faltering often begins much 
earlier. The Prime Minister's Overarching Schemne 
for Holistic Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan 
programme currently focuses on identification 
and rehabilitation of severely malnourished 
children. Prevention of growth faltering must 
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Empowering frontline nutrition workers 
Monthly anthropometric data for young children 
is collected by AWWs. Strengthening their skills in 
data collection would improve data quality. The 
huge volume of collected data shòuld be analysed 
locally and feedback provided to the ASHAs and 
AWWs for timely action. 

For this task, recruitment of a nutritionist and a data analyst at the district level is needed. 
Where possible, digital tools can be used to 
supplement in person counselling, by providing 
both workers and mnothers practical information 
on how, when and what to feed young children at 
different ages, based on locally available healthy 
foods. 

Behaviour change communication efforts 
should be culturally grounded, integrating 
practices such as annaprasana to reinforce timely 
and appropriate complementary feeding. Joint 
capacity building of AWWs, ASHAS, and ANMs in 
assessing feeding practices and advising families 
with effective communication materials on 
improving diets using locally available, affordable 
foods would enhance the quality of counselling 
and reduce the risk of undernutrition. 

Multisectoral convergence is critical to 
addressing child malnutrition, yet it remains 
weak. Child nutrition should be a standing 
agenda item in Gram Sabha and Panchayat 
discussions. Local planning must prioritise 
improvements in Anganwadi infrastructure, safe 
drinking water, and sanitation facilities, as these 
foundational services directly influence child 
growth and health. 

Engaging men in childcare, promoting shared 
domestic responsibilities, and strengthening 
support to mothers can signifcantly enhance 
feeding and caregiving behaviours. Many 
non-governmental organisations in India have 
developed crèche models that combine childcare, 
nutrition and early learning, and can bè run by 
trained local women. From a gender perspective, 
crèches are not only child development 
interventions; they are social infrastructure that 
enables women's economic participation and 
reduces unpaid care burdens. With coordinated 
action across sectors and communities, 
meaningful and sustained progress in child 
nutrition is entirely achievable. 

The real barriers to trade are no longer tarits 
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How do ecological and humarn factors intersect in driving spillovers? Will it be possible to prevent recurrent spillovers events? What has Kerala learmt fron the muliple outbreaks? What makes Keralas Nipah response effective in containing outbreaks? Why is Nipah classified as a high-threat pathogen within Kerala's zoonotic landscape? 

EXPLAINER 

C. Mava 

What is Kerala's risk profile for Nipah? 

The story so far: 

ones). The case fatality rate was 91% and 
there were two survivors. Since then, 
Kerala has recorded numerous spillovers 
of NiV. 

erala's first encounter with 
Nipah virus (NiV) was in 2018, 
which identified 23 cases 
(including 18 lab-conirmed 

In 2019, a lone case was identifed in 
Emakulam and the person survived the 
infection. In 2021, a 12 -year-old boy was 
detected with the infection in 
Malappuram. In 2023, Nipah resulted in a 
cluster of six cases in Kozhikode. Two 
single cases each were reported from 
separate spillover events fOm 
Malappuram, in July and September in 
2024. In 2025, four cases of Nipah were 
reported from two districts, Malappuramn 
and Palakkad and epidermiological 
investigations reported that none of these 
cases appeared to be linked to each other, 

t spillover events uggesting indepeeir from the natural 
Niv has resurfaced again in Kozhikode 

now and a 43-year-old, who tested 
positive for the virus, is battling for life at 
Kozhikode Medical College. 

CM 

Why is Nipah recurring in Kerala? 
Research has consistently identified the 
Indian fying fox bat (Pteropus medius) or 
the fruit bat as the natural reservoir of 
Nipah virus in Kerala. Serological studies 
-and viral detection in bats have shown 
that the virus is in nD t colonies n the State, partila 
districts. 

in northern 

In the 2018 Kerala outbreak, about 25% 
of the sampled bats were found to be 
positive for Nipah viral RNA and in 
subsequent events too, bat samples had 
revealed the presence of NiV. 
The Pteropus species are found across 

the State and d very near human 
settlements. A mapping study of 
bat-roosting sites by Kerala Forest 
Research Institute's Department of 
Wildlife Biology had found that almost all 
of the roosts were near human habitats, 
increasing the risk of zoonotic expoSure. 

Why is Nipah spillover risk highest in Kerala between April and 
September? 
The recurrent NiV spillovers in Kerala 
with fair regularity suggest that the virus 
has established itself in the environment. 
The peak Nipah virus spillover risk in the 
State is from April to: , when the abundance of seasonal fnuit-aden 
trees, increased bat foraging activity, bat 
breeding season and viral shedding 
dynamics coincide, increasing the risk of 
human exposure. This pattern has not 
changed in Kerala since the very frst 
outbreak. 

Because of the perennial natural virus 
reservoir in the State, it might not be 
Possible to prevent recurrent NiV 
spillover events in Kerala. 

What makes Kerala particularly 
vulnerable to zoonotic diseases? 
It is the convergence of ecological, 
demographic, climatic lactors and 
increased human-ildlife interface that 
makes Kerala a special lab for zoonotic 
diseases. 

Follow us facebook.com/thehindu X.com/the hindu O instagram.com/the hindu 

The Western Ghats, whlch stetches 
along the State's eastern flank, is one of 
the world's richest biodiversity 

tropícal rainlorest climat Spos and Sustains 

Renewed alert: Nipah virus has resurfaced in Kozhikode now, witha 43-year-old patient battling for life at the Government Medical College Hospital. A security guard installs a warning board outside Nipah isolation ward at the hospital on June 11, 2026. KRAGESH 

The WHO has 
warned Kerala to 
be on the vigil 
about some high 
threat pathogens 

several hundred species of birds, reptiles 
and mammals. But only about 1,60,000 
sq. km of this rich bịosphere is formally 
protected. The high population density in 
Kerala and the increased presence of 
human settlerments, plantations, and 
agricultural lands immediately adjacent to 
and along the forest fringes increases 
opportunities for human-wildlife 
interactions and facilitates exposure to 
novel pathogens. 

Scientific literature links emerging 
zOonoses to deforestation, habitat 
fragmentation, urbanisation and 
agricultural intensification. When wildlife 

ats are disturbed, the animals are 
forced into closer contact with human 
settlements and cultivated food sources. 
Scientists also warn that climate-related 
ecological disruptions could be important 
contributors to future spillover risk in the 
case of Nipah. 

abit 

Nipah is just ne among Kerala's 
broader zoonotic risk profle, which 
includes other pathogenic diseases like 
Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD), 
leptospirosis, scrub typhus, Japanese 
encephalitis, West Nile fever, rabies and 
avian influenza. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has warned Kerala to be on the vigil about 
some high gh threat pathogens (HTPS) Nipah, Avian Influenza (H5NI) and KFD -
which have a high mortality profile and 
high transmissibility with pandemlc 
potential. Nipah has been classified by the 
WHO as a priority pathogen because of its 
lethality, unpredictability and its alarming 
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potential to cause widespread outbreaks 
or even the next pandemic. 

How is Kerala responding to the 
recurrent threat of zoonotic events 
like Nipah? 
The recurrent spillover incidents in Kerala 
has primed the health system about he 
importance of sharp and coordinated 
disease surveillance, rapid pathogen 
identification and containment efforts to 
ensure that human-to-human 
transmissions do not occu, resulting in a 
wide outbreak. 

The 2018 brush with Nipah took the 
system by surprise. Of the 23 cases 

jdentified in the outbreak, only the index 
case had contracted the infection in the 
community. All the remaining cases were 
due to nosocomial transmission (the 
spread of pathogens within healthcare 
facilities) in three diferent t hospitals,. Kerala used the 2018 experience as an 
opportunity to develop a clinica 
algorithm for all emerging viral infections 
at tertiary care levels, stTengthen 
diagnostic and research capacities and 
augment standard infection control 
practices in hospitals. Clinicians in the 
State have become adept at maintaining a 
high index of suspic Suspicion when they 
encounter unusual cases of acute 
encephalitis syndrome and to watch for 
clustering of cases. 

health. 

The State now has a stringent system 
for monitoring all acute encephalițis cases 
of unknown etiology, sereening of severe 
respiratory infections as well as early lab 
confirmation and detection of pathogerns 
through its expanded Virus Research and 
Diagnostic Laboratory (VRDL) networks 
and intenstve healh einergency 
management measures. 

In all its Nipah outbreaks, the health 
system's publc health response has 
demonstrated that it can rapidly identify 

the index case and swiftly contain the 
event. After the initial event, 
human-to-human transmission has 
Occurred only once in 2023. 

How is Kerala strengthening its 
preparedness against recurring 
Nipah outbreaks? 
The recurrence of Nipah in Kerala and the 
State's swift public health response every 
time has been a demonstration of the 
reslience of t State's health system. 
With the State harbouringa natural 
reservoir of Nipah virus and a perennial 
risk of virus spillovers, the Health 
department's focus has been on creating 
community awareness about the situation 
So that the bat-hman interface is 
reduced. 
As part of its 'One Health strategies, it 

has developed a massive 
community-based surveillance network 
supported by over 2.5 lakh trained 
volunteers at the grassroots, who track 
and report unusual disease trends, 
including unusual animal or bird deaths, 
to enable early detection of zoonotic 
outbreaks such as Nipah and M i Mpox. In 2023, the State set up the One 
Health Centre for Nipah Research and 
Resilience at Kozhikode, which has been 
focusing on building community 
awareness, resilience and capacity to 
minimise spillover events and to mount a 
swift response to any such events. 

It has ocmented every single 
outbreak in and prioritised Nipah 
research for the future, focusing on 
disease epidemlology, sero surveillance 
studles and host factors research. 
The State government, along with 

National Institute of Virology (NIV), İs also 
Involved in a project to develop 
indigenous monoclonal antibodies a S against Nipah, specific to the Bangladesh strain of 
NIV circulating in Kerala. 

THE GIST 

A mapping study of 
bat-roosting sites by Kerala 
Forest Research Institute's 
Department of Wildlife Biology 
had found that almost all of 
the roosts were near human 
habitats, increasing the risk of 
zOonotic exposure. 

Kerala used the 2018 
experience as an opportunity 
to develop a clinical algorithm 
for all emerging viral infections 
at 1 ryCare levels, 

n diagnostic and 
research capacities and 
augment standard infection 
control practices in hospitals. 

With the State harbouring a 
natural reservoir of Nipah virus 
and a perennial risk of virus 
spillovers, the Health 
department's focus has been 
on creating community 
awareness about the situation 
so that the bat-human 
interface is reduced. 
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anies: Pursuit of Profit 
HPV Drive Reaches 50 Lakh Girls in 3 Months 
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat achieve full cOverage; Mizoram reaches 93% 

Teena Tha cker 

New Delhi: India's free Human Papillo 
mavirus (HPV) vaccination drive has 
administered nearly 50 lakh doses of the 
cervical cancer vaccine to 14-year-old girls within three months of its launch, cOvering almost half of the target co hort of l.l5 crore girls nationwide, accor ding to health ministry officials. 

Cervical 
cancer is the 
second-most 
Common 
cancer among 
Indian 
women, with nearly 
80,000 new 

Madhya Pradesh and Gujarathave achi 
eved 100% of their respective targets, while Mizoram has coveredabout 93% of 
its target population, the oficials said. 
"The rapid rollout marks a significant annually 

step in India's fight against cervical can cer, one of the leading causes of cancer 
related deaths among women," a go-
vernment official said. 
The programme, which uses MSD's 
single dose HPV vaccine Gardasil, was 
launched with the objective of elimina 
tíng cervical cancer,a disease that claims 
more than 42,000 lives annually in India. 

cases 

Cervical cancer is the vaccinesupplies. 
second-most Common 
cancer among Indian wo 
men after breast cancer, 
with nearly 80,000 new 
cases reported every ye 
ar. Until recently, the 
HPV vaccine was avai 
lable primarily through 
private healthcare facili-
ties at a cost of up to 
4,000 per dose, placing it 
beyond the reach of ma 
ny families. 
Vaccination is being 

carriedout exclusively at 
designated government 

health facilities, including primary he alth centres, district hospitals and go-
vernment medical colleges, under the supervisiọn of trained medical person 
nel equipped to manage rare adverse events. 
To ensure uninterrupted availability 
the government has secured adequate 

THE ECONOMIC TIM 

Gardasil, approved by India's drug re 
gulator and widely used globally, has be 
en procured through India's partners 
hip with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, offi 
cials said. 
The adoption of a single- dose schedule 

follows a 2022 review by the Strategic Ad 
visory Group of Experts on Immuniza 
tion, which concluded that a single dose 
provides protection comparable to two 
doseregimens. 
The Uniongovernmenthadannounced 

in the 2024 Budget that it was conside 
ring including the HPV vaccine in the 
national immunisation programme. 
TheNational Technical Advisory Group 
on Immunization has since recommen 
ded its introduction. HPV vaccination in 
ndia had faced controversy in 2010 after 
reports of deaths among girls who had 
participated in a demonstration project 
involving the vaccine. Subsequent inves 
tigations found no causal link between 
the deaths and vaccination. 
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India must capture space 
vacated by US in biotech 
Too much of Indian life 
sciences still operates as if the country's highest 
calling is to serve as a 
low-cost execution arm 
for others 

t the recently concluded 
American Society of Clin 
ical Oncology (ASCO) annual meeting, one of 
the most coveted head 
liner slots went to a clini 

cal trial conducted only in China. For 
the first time, a Chinese-only study was 
placed on one of cancer research's big 
gest global stages. 

DPINION 

The drug is İvonescimab, developed 
by Akeso Biopharma. It combines a 
programmed cell death protein 1 (PD-1) blocker--PD-lis a human protein that 
acts as an immune system down-regu 
lator that prevents autoimmune dis 
eases but also thwarts immune 
response against cancer cellsand a 
vascular endothelial growth factor 
(VEGF) inhibitor (VEGF is a protein 
that promotes growth of new blood 
vessels in normal course, but is also 
produced by tumours to create a blood 
Supply for them). It has been presented 
with data from more than 500 Chinese 
patients with advanced squamous 
lung cancer. Big Pharma companies 
including Merck, Pfizer, and Bristol 
Myers Squibb are now racing to strike 
billion-dollar deals for Chinese-in 
vented assets. US health secretary Rob 
ertFKennedy Jr. told Congress bluntly 
that "China is eating our lunch." 
Former US Food and Drug Adminis 

tration (FDA) leaders are warning of a 
dangerous new dependency on Chi 
nese drug innovation, even as they 
question whether results from Chinese 
patients will translate to Americans. 

This is a remarkable shift. For dec 
ades, the US dominated innovative bio 
technology. China was viewed as a 
manufacturing base, fast follower and 
copier. That era is ending and China is 
now producing patents, papers, clini 
cal trials and globally competitive drugs at a speed that should 
Worry every country that 
wants a role in the future of 
medicine. 

For India, this should be a 
huge wake-up call. This is a 
race it should have already 
Won. 

ity complex is letting them down. 

In building my Silicon Val 
ley company, Vionix Biosci 
ences, in India, and having guided Karkinos Healthcare, India's 
cancer moonshot that is now part of the Reliance empire, I have seen firsthand what India has: Scientific talent, patient diversity, cost advanta ges and digital infrastructure. Every time I sit with researchers at IIT Khar 
agpur, AIMS Delhi, or the Indian Insti 
tute of Science in Bengaluru, I see the 
same fire in their eyes. At IIT Kharag-pur, in particular, faculty across medi-cine, biotechnology, engineering, 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), water 
resources and environmental science 
are chomping at the bit to participate in global innovation. These are scien tists and engineers who want to lead discovery in cancer, rare diseases, 
antimicrobial resistance, environmen 
tal health and precision medicine. 
They are ready, but India's inferior 

India has world-class researchers, 
extraordinary clinicians, elite engi 
neers and a massive base of patients 
whose biology, environment, diet and 
disease patterns could help answer 
questions that western research can 
not. It also has something the US lacks 
-the chance to design amodern bio 

tech innovation system without being trapped by decades of legacy regula 
tion and entrenched industry control. 

Yet too much of Indian life 
sciences still operates as ifthe 
country's highest calling is to 
serve as a low-cost execution 
arm for others. Too many tal 
ented scientists generate data 
for global trials designed else 
where, owned elsewhere and 
monetised elsewhere. Too 
many institutions celebrate 
biosimilars and incremental 

improvements when the real prize is 
original intellectual property (P). 

Vivek 
Wadhwa 

India also possesses one of the world's greatest untapped scientific 
assets - longitudinal, multi-ethnic, 
treatment-naive patient data across 
one of the most heterogeneous popula tions on earth. Its disease burden, envi 
ronmental exposures, dietary patterns and genetic diversity create a living laboratory that no single western 
country can match. Al models trained responsibly on Indian data could gen-
eralise globally better than models built on narrower cohorts in Boston, 
London or Shanghai. 

India must move faster without sac 
rificing safety. It can build advanced 
adaptive and platform trial frame 
works, create AI regulatory sandboxes inside major cancer institutes, and 

India has researchers, clinicians, elite engineers and a base of patients who could help answer questions that western research cannot. 
allow carefully monitored Indian-de signed molecules, diagnostics and digi tal health tools to move from discovery to early human validation in months rather than years. 

India has rightly celebrated frugal 
engineering. It should now demand 
original invention at scale. Every AIIMS and IIT should have a serious 
translational research centre that con 
nects engineers, doctors, biologists, 
data scientists and entrepreneurs. Principal investigators should be 
funded like national assets. India 
should create a sovereign biotech ven 
ture vehicle that backs Indian-led 
assets before western investors arrive 
to dictate terms. The diaspora should 
be invited back into co-creation, not 
just as mnentors or donors, but as build 
ers. 

There are already a few notable suc 
cesses. ImmunoACT has shown that 

dramatically more affordable. Eyestem 
advanced cell therapy can be made 

is doing important regenerative medi 
cine work. Zydus, Sun Pharma, and 
others are moving beyond traditional 

Clinical trial activity is rising. The 
generics into branded innovation. 

Union Budget's Biopharma Shakti 
push and the RDI fund are positive sig 
nals. And, of course, there is Biocon, 

SHUTTERSTOCK 

which showed long ago that an Indian 
biotech company could compete on 
the world stage. 

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has often 
said that India's biotech opportunity 
could reach $1.2 trillion by 2047 if the 
country builds the capital markets, 
regulatory pathways and innovation 
ecosystem needed to support world 
class biotech companies. She is right, 
and India cannot depend on just one 
Biocon. It needs a hundred companies 
creating world-class biotechnology IP. 
It must move from being the 
pharmacy of the world to becoming 
one of the world's great engines of 
medical discovery. 
The ASCO moment should focus 

minds in Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, 
Mumbai and every major research 
institution in the country-and make 
them realise the opportunity. China 
has shown what speed and State 
backed ambition can do, while 
America is beginning to recognise that its old dominance is no longer guaran teed. India still has an extraordinary opening because it combines scale, 
talent, diversity, entrepreneurship and democratic openness. 
Vivek Wadhwa is CEO, Vionix Biosciences. 

The views expressed are personal 
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In child trafficking racket, a 
city hosp that faked births 
Abhay@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: It was an eagle-ey 
ed local's tip that helped crack 
what was a well-oiled traffick 
ing machinery He spotted a 
Woman with an infant in Pa 
harganj. Two weeks later, 
when he saw her carrying a dif 
ferent baby he alerted police. 

Delhi Police soon busted an 
inter-state child trafficking 
racket and rescued five infants 
in an operation spanning 15 da 
ys. Thirteen people, including 
a doctor and the alleged main 
trafficker, have been arrested. 
Police suspect nearly 30 infants 
may have been trafficked. 

Among those arrested was 
Dr Viveki, the owner of Hira 
Multi Speciality Hospital at 
Begum Pur in Rohini, police 
said. She allegedly staged fake 
hospitalisations to convince 
relatives of couples purcha 

JPwny Umer 

Dr Viveki, the owner of Hira Multi 
Speciality Hospital, was arrested 
sing trafficked children that 
the women were in labour, and 
to complete the deception with 
a paper trail. Police said she 
prepared fake records and tre 
atment histories, and forged 
delivery papers to establish fal 
se parentage. Once the paper 
work was in place, the infants 
were given to couples as if they 
were their biological children. 
►How racket operated, P3 
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Trafficking Gang 
Busted, City Doc 
Among 13 Held 
Abhay@timesofindia.com 

er andbuyers, have been arrested. 

ar. 

hi Police busted an interstate 
child trafficking racket follo 

ng 
ler 

en people, includinga doctor, al. 
leged traffickers, middlemen 

Cops suspect nearly 30 in 
fants may have been trafficked. 
Police probe revealed the role 
of Dr Viveki, owner of Hira's 
Multispeciality Hospital in Ro 
hini's Begum Pur, who alleged 
ly sheltered tratficked infants 
and identified prospective buy 
ers among childless couples se 
eking fertility treatment. 

at disappeared in central Delhi's 
la, Paharganj. About 10-15 days 
lso later, he spotted the same wo 
hil man with another baby, rai 

The racket came to light af 

nis sing suspicion and prompting 

ter a tip-off from a good Sam 
aritan, who noticed a woman 
carrying an infant that later 

de him to alert police. 

Ira tracked the woman, identified 
Acting on the input, cops 

nd her evidence, a male and fema 
as Jyoti alias Kamlesh. To gat 

le officer posed as decoy custo 
mers and established contact. 

ma, Jyoti agreed to sell a male in 
lso fant for Rs 5 1lakh and took Rs 
was 20,000 as token money. She as 
re- ked them to meet near RK Ash 
ear- ram metro station on June S for 
the the delivery At the spot, police 

reco- rescued the four-five-day-old 
resi- hiahe dna arHOStea Jyöt1,"aHe 
Delhi, gedly the main coordinator. 
Rishi- She led them to her alleged as-SOciates -Shalu. who handled 

FIVE INFANTS 
RESCUED 
FROM TIP-0FF 
TO TAKEDOWN 
O A Good Samaritan 

alerted police after 
noticing a woman 
in Paharganj with 
an infant who later 
appeared with a 
different baby 
Police deployed a 
decoy buyer and 
negotiated a deal 
Worth 20,000 
On June 5, near RK 
Ashram Marg Metro 
Station, an infant was 
handed over and one 
accused was arrested 

O Subsequent 
investigations led to 12 
more arrests, including 
a doctor and buyers 

O Five trafficked infants 
were rescued from 
Delhi, Haryana and 
Madhya Pradesh 

supply and Lalit who monito 
red transactions. 

DCP (Central) Rohit Rajbir 
"Shgh said the arrests led inves tigators to uncover a wider 
trafficking network. During 
the probe. police found that Jy-

FREGNLNCY 
RELSE 

NOEM US 

1. Gang comprised 

DELHI 

BEGUM PUR 
Connaught Place O 

SECALITY MOSPITAL 

tdAATSECALITY HOSPAL 
HOW THE RACKET OPERATED 

suppliers, mediators, 
transporters, 
facilitators and buyers 

3. Babies were 
Concealed. 
medically cared 
for and prepared 
for illegal transferb 

Indla Gate 

oti was in contact with Saybab hai Ghamar alias Kalia, the al 
leged main supplier who pro 'cured infants from Rajasthan. 

4. Childless cOuples were identified & 
approached as prospective buyers 

2. Infants were 
sourced from 
multiple states and 
brought to Delhi 

5. Forged documents 
were created to 
establish fake parentage 

SYOTI alias 
Kamlesh: 
Alleged main 
trafficker and 
coordinator 

Intants 
purchased for 
20k-21 

were sold for 
6-8 lakh 

ARRESTED 
BUYERS 

network of suppliers, media tors. transporters, facilitators 
and buyers. Police are also pro bing aims that some 
were procured foras little as Rs Further investigation reve 

aled that the symdicate opera- 20,000 and later sold for up to RS 
ted through. a well-organised 8.5 lakh. Investigators said ma 

KEY PLAYERS 

On HOSPITAL 
LINK 

Hira Multi Speciality 
Hospital in Begum Pur 
was allegedly used to 
shelter trafficked infants 

Childless couples 
seeking fertility 
treatment were identified 
as potential buyers 

Fake medical and birth 
records were allegedly 
created to facilitate illegal 
adoption and transfer 

Mukesh and Reema 
Pal: Allegedly 
purchased two 
trafficked infants 

le infants were typically bought 
for Rs L52 lakh and sold for Rs 
6-8lakh. In some cases, deals fet 
chedashigh as Rs9lakh. 

6 

Sunny and Ritu 
Arora: Allegedly 
purchased 
one infant 

The infants were allegedly sourced from different states 
and brought to Delhi, where 

8 

Photos: Jatin Kumar 

Saybabhai Ghamar 
alias Kalia: Major 
infant supplier 
Dr Vivek: Hospital 
Owner accused 
of facilitating 
transactions and 
documentation 
Shalu: Handled and 
delivered infants 
Lalit Facilitated 
trafficking-related 
deals 
Pratibha: Coordinated 
procurement and 
sale of children 
Vipin: Transported 
syndicate members 
Omwati: Mediator 

Ce f Rri 
) 

Sarika: 
Allegedly 
purchased a 
trafficked infant 

they were concealed, medical 
ly attended and prepared for 
illegal transfer. At Dr Viveki's medical facility forged 
tal, delivery and birth reconde 
were allegedly arranged to es tablish false parentand 

cilitate illegal adoptions. 
There was no immediate re 

sponse from the contact number 
listed on the hospital's website. 
Police plan to write to Delhi Me 
dical Council about the alleged 
irregularities and to seek furt. 
her details about the facility 

Police also arrested Vipin, 
a driver who allegedly facili. 
tated the movement of in 
fants, and Pratibha, a freelan 
ce lab technician linked to the 
hospital, who allegedly played 
an active role in procuring 
and selling infants. 

They were arrested while 
they were on their way to ar. 
range another child, police są 
id, adding Rs 2.9 lakh was reco 
vered from them. 

Other suspects incude 
Omwati, a domestic worker in 
Gurgaon, arrested foralleged 
ly acting as a mediator: Kalia. 
the alleged supplier, was tra 
cedandarrested in Gujaraton 
June 17 by a team led by in 
spector Sandeep Yadav under 
the supervision of ACP (ope 
rations) Padam Singh Rana. 
The suspects were arrested 
from Haryana, Delhi, Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat. 

Police also arrested seve 
ral alleged buyers, includinga 
Gwalior-based couple, Mu 
kesh and Reema Pal, accused 
of purchasing two trafficked 
infants, and a Panipat-based 
couple, Sunny and Ritu Aro 
ra, who allegedly bought one 
infant. Sarika (38), a resident 
of Haryana's Panipat, was ar 
rested for allegedly purcha 
sing a trafficked child. 

While one four-mnonth-old 
male infant was rescued from 
Panipat, two 27-day-old infants 

one male and one female 
lior Four of them are tribal ba 
were rescued fronm MP's Gwa 
bies and one is from Delhi. In 
quiy revealed Jyoti Aad aal er been arrested in a rae 

ingand Pocso caseregigreda 
Punjabi Bagh police stapn. 

a 

t 
C 

R 
a 
t 



la 

ICeS are Shaped by What follows, from disarmament and humanitarian to UN 

How To Tell Your Spouse They're Doing Intinacy Wrong 
Lack of desire isn't the real crisis in modern marrłage. It's the inability to talk about desire. But, there are quiet ways to ask for what makes you feel good, and point out which touch leaves you feeling lonely 

Siddharth Dhanvant Shanghvi 
Before he wrote his Booker-nominated 
Animal's People, my friend Indra 
Sinha penned a smart translation of 
Kama Sutra, where his great corrective 
was that it was not merely a manual 
of ecstasy - as Sir Richard Burton 

might have you believe - but a text about how to live with other people: a spouse, a bossy cook, and, most heroically evenamother-in-law. 
Today, one of our unsaid things is not that married 

people fail to have sex, or have it badly. Rather, it is how twO people spend years in the same bed, without finding the sentence that could save them from 
becoming strangers to each other. 
Kama Sutra knew this. So, a generation of Indians long before us hadan eroticlanguage, or codes of intimacy, far more sophisticated than we know today (gleaned 

mostly from self-help manuals and reels). Kama Sutra helped to subtext all the awkward, beautiful things that compose life - its many topics include how to enda quarrel, or exit an affair without tamasha. 
ButVictorian morality under British rule, later absorbed 

by Indian reform movements and post-Independence 
nationalism, created a genuine erasure: a civilisation 
that once carved lovers onto temple walls spent decades blurring kisses out of films. Silence arrived 
at the party dressed up as good old-fashioned decency. But silence, it turns out, is hardly neutral. A friend recently told me her husband was loving andliterate, devoted to their marriage but also a sexual failure. She had married one of the most decent men in all of north India - a rare and diminishing gene pool. Only to discover that his libido was not lačking, but expressed as a series of erotic misjudgements. Briefly as she spoke, I wondered when our friendship had devolved into an episode of Sex and the City, but rescue came when she began to cry, In her sobbingI heard neither anger nor frustration but sincere, profound sorrow. How, after all, can you leave Someone because 

Calvin & Hobbes 

they are sexually incompetent? And equally, how do you stay?"Iwish there was a school," she said, "where sexual skills might be certifiable prior to marriage." 
John Updike spent several novels - Couples chief 

among them examining this: a community of 
Massachusetts marriages where sexual restlessness is the symptom, and the disease is an inability to say, 
in plain words, this isn't working, and I don't know how to tell you. Updike's couples solve the issue by having affairs instead of conversations. The New York solution 
is generally too much talk, or sudden flight. 

lan McEwan's On Chesil Beach is themore compressed, British version of the same idea one catastrophic wedding night, and a marriage that ends before it 
begins. Suppression as a coping mnechanism. 

Both novelists nurse the idea that a marriage that 
cannot speak about desire, begins to lose desire. In one 
study of divorced couples, 75% 
cited lack of commitment, 
nearly 60% cited infidelity. 
and nearly 58% cited too 
much conflict or arguing. 
A study in The Journal of 
Sexual Medicine found that 
while sexual frequency 
and sexual communication 
both predicted sexual 
satisfaction, only sexual 
communication predicted 
relationship satisfaction. 

Inother words, the problem 
is not only how often a couple 
rents a room by the hour, it 
is whether they can speak 
about the sex they wish 
they were having. 

Few people walk into a 
lawyer's office and announce, 
"I'm leaving because I have 
not been touched with 
tenderness in ten years." 

They cite incompatibility conflict, and lack of commitment. 
These are not lies, but discreet translations: the body 
converts disappointment into administrative buyout 
clauses. But how would my friend tell her entirely 
loving husband he was "lousy in the sack", as she 
had confided in me, without dismantling the fragile 
intimacy of their marriage? 

Of course there's couples therapy butreplacing the 
language of tenderness with a language of medicine is a 
tedious exit, although it often works. Yet, "talking about it" is largely an American faith: the conviction that the 

self must be excavated and 
then narrated. In India we do 
not always say "I am lonely" 
or "I feel unseen."" We sulk, 
withdraw, serve sugarless 
tea, sleep back-to-back, forget 
anniversaries. The real question 

is not if we adopt the language 
of therapy but how it translates 

in a culture that has long chosen 
implication over declaration. 

THE GREAT 
UNSPOKEN 
Conversations we need to have 

Psychotherapist Esther Perel's 
remarkable contribution is to notice that 
modern marriage asks two opposing things of the same person: make me safe, and make me weak in the knees. Emily Nagoski, writing from the science of sexuality, believes lasting erotic connection is not the mythical "spark". But a practice of trust, attention, and pleasure purposefully chosen. 
Long before these scholars showed up, Kama Sutra understood that civilisation is not proven by how much desire it permits, but by how it teaches desire to speak. Perhaps the work relies on one honest sentence: this is how your touch makes me feel lonely. This sentence may not repair everything, but it might be aplace from where repair begins. 
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infrastructure in the form of 

ÉD raids Kerala hosps, 
SUspects' residences in 
organ trafficking case 

TIMES NEWs NETWORK 

Kochi: The Enforcement Di 
rectorate (ED) Thursday con 
ducted searches at several lea 
ding private hospitals and su 
spects' residences across the 
state as part of a money laun 
dering investigation linked to 
an alleged organ trafficking 
racket. The central agency's 
probe is based on FIRS registe 
red by police in May this year. 

While a special investiga 
tion team of Kerala police is 
probing the alleged criminal 
conspiracy, forgery and possib 
le human trafficking involved 
in the case, the ED is investiga 
ting suspected money launde 
ring and the pOssible involve 
ment of hospital officials. 

Officials from the Kochi 
zonal unit of the agency carri ed out searches at multispeci alty hospitals and residences 
in Ernakulam, Thiruvanan 
thapuram, Kollam and Kotta 
yam districts. The ED is inves 
tigating the alleged proceeds 
of crime generated by the ma 
in accused, Mohammed Naje 
eb Kallatra, through the or gan trafficking network. 

The searches, which conti 
nued for several hours, began 
amid suspicion that staff at 
some hospitals may have 
connived with the accused 

Searches carried out 
in Ermakulam, Kollam 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
and Kottayam 
districts, began amid 
suspicion that staff at 
some hospitals helped 
facilitate the fraud 

to facilitate the alleged fraud. 
The enforcement agency is 

scrutinising donor registries, 
transplant records, internal 
approvals and financial docu 
ments. It may also question 
hospital managements and 
doctors if evidence of negli 
gence or complicity emerges. 

Hospitals have maintained 
that all transplant procedures 
were carried out in accordan 
ce with the prescribed norms. 
However, the ED is examining 
whether external agents ma 
nipulated the approval pro 
cess using forged documents 
to facilitate illegal trans 
plants. It is also probing whet 
her any financial transac 
tions took place between the 
accused and hospital officials. 

Najeeb was arrested from 
Ghaziabad last month. The pro 
be found that the alleged racket had been operating for about fi 
ve years and was involved in 
around40 organ transplants. 



NSTITUTE CLIMBS FIVE PLACES TO 118 GLOBALLY IN QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS, BEATS IIT BOMBAY FOR SECOND YEAR IN A ROW 

Research impact & sustainability, but focus on students: IIT-D formula för QS success Vheesha Kuntamalla 
SoDelhi, June 18 

RRTHE Second year running 
IDelhi has emergedas India's 
hitest-ranked institution in 
te(S Wornd University Rank 
ghavingdimbed ffve places 
valast year to 118 rank glo 
baly, and widening its lead 
WIIT Bombay, which has 
siped to rank 134. 
The 2027 rank for ITDelhi is 

eighest ever achieved by an 
idarn university, betering the 
peornance of IIT Bormbay in 
DI and caps a remarkable 

* hyyear cimbof79 placs from 
Ih in the QS2024 rankings. 
According to QS, he rise of 

ITDelhí has been driven by 

significant gains in employer 
reputation, research imnpact 
and graduate employability. 
The institute has climbed to 
39th place globally in Employer 
Reputation, 60th in Citations 
per Faculty, and jumped 60 
places to rank 280 in Employ 
ment Outcomes," QS Senior 
Vice President Ben Sowter said. 
These two areas are keyto IT 
Dachieving such an outstand 
ing rank in 2027," Sowter said. 

IIT Bombay declined 25 
places in Citations per Faculty, 
even though it continued to 
score strongly on employer rep 
utation and academic reputa 
tion Weaker performance on in 
ternational engagement 
indicators weighed down its 

overall ranking. 
Overall, "Global peers are 

gaining momentum while in 
stitutions across India are im 
proving at a comparatively 
slower pace," Sowter said. 

Administrators at IT Delhi 
atributed the improved rank to 
the fulfilment of broader insti 
tutional goals. "Whatever goes 
oninside the QS algorithm, our 
job is different," Somnath Bai 
dya Roy, Dean of Planning at 
IIT Delhi, told The Indian Er 
press. "We want to be a leaderin 
providingtechnological educa 
tion at affordable rates to all our 
students." He said the institute 
remains focused on attracting 
talent, improving infrastruc 
ture, and strengthening re 

The 2027 rankfor the institute is 
the highest ever achieved by an 
Indian university. FILE 

search rather than on ranking 
indicators. "One of the reasons 
for our success is that we have 
continued to attract the best 
students and faculty. We are a 
preferred destination for stu 
dents across India," he said. 

In the QS World University 
RankingsbySubject announced 
earlier this year, Electrical En 
gineering, Mechanical Engin 
eering. Computer Science, 
Chemical Engineering and Civil 
Engineering at IIT Delhi fea 
tured among the world's top 50 
programmes. IIT Delhi also re 
tained its position as India's 
highest-ranked institution in 
Engineering and Technology 
with a global rank of 36. 

Sustainability, an area in 
which IIT Delhi remains the 
highest ranked institution in India, has played a key role over the last two years. 

"A couple of years back, we decided that IIT Delhi was al 
ready doing a lot ofactivities re 

lated to sustainability and we 
needed to emphasise them. At 
the time, it was not because sus 
tainability was a metric in rank 
ings," Roy said. 

Sustainability efforts 
emerged from a combination 
of student demands, institu 
tional priorities, and govern 
ment regulations, Roy said. 
"We came up with our sustain 
ability policy and we are acting 
on our sustainability action 
plan," he said. He pointed to 
green building initiatives, envi 
ronmental programs and aca 
demic units such as Atmos 
pheric Sciences and Civil and 
Environmental Engineering as 
examples of the way sustain 
ability had become embedded 

across the institute. 
"Most importantly, sustain 

ability is an integral part of our 
curriculum," he said. 

IIT Delhi is also t broadertransform8 on a 
n for the 

coming decade, having begun 
to implement a revamped cur 
riculum aimed at making edu 
cation more interdisciplinary 
while giving students greater 
flexibility in designing their 
academic pathways. "We are 
looking at interdisciplinarity 
and also giving students more 
flexibility in termns of designing 
their own education," Roy said. 

The revised framework ex 
pands opportunities for minors 
and specialisations and places 
greater emphasis on intern 

New Delhi 

ships and engagement with in 
dustry and society."We arenow 
encouraging MTech studentsto 
take up internships under the 
new cumiculum," he said 

The institute's Vision 2035 
roadmap will guide infrastruc 
ture development, laboratory 
upgrades and internatioralis 
tion efforts. "WiarRalso empha 
sising globa's hon." Roy sid 

inte Jnal studentsae 
comm. hange student 

Ar the end though. ITDelhi 
remains about its students Roy 
sajd. "Oư students are gting 
top jobs in academia, research 
and industry. Our alumni re 
doing extremely well. 0ur 
product İs our st r students, That's 
the story here." 
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For teachers, the last period 
never arrİves 

RoOPALI SINHA 

The problem 
with this 

epidemic of 
perpetual 
busyness is 
that teachers 
are left with no 
free time or 

space to read, 
think, create, or 
explore new 

things. Leisure 
is the condition 

that makes 
intellectual life 

possible 

CHOOLSAREshut forthesummerholidays. Yet forthe 
past few years, a sword has hung over these vacations. 
There is always the uncertainty that they may be cut short, teachers may be called back, or assigned some 
new duty. Earlier, summerholidays were one ofthe in 

centivesofthe teachingprofession, especially forwomen balanc 
ing home and work. Today, teaching may still be described as a 
part-timejob, butit takesupmore timethan many full-time ones. 

Teachers in both private and government schools return 
homemuch like theirstudents, carrying bags full of "homework" 
-preparing assignments, checking notebooks, filling out report cards, and completing administrative tasks. Work spills into the 
little "free time" that belongs to theirpersonal lives and families. 

The Covid years accelerated this process. Online teaching en sured continuity in children's education. But that connectivity 
has since becomea tool for exploitation, Teachers can be asked 
at any hour to submit reports, data, or documents, and are ex 
pected to complyimmediately. The boundaries between thepro fessionalandthe personal haveall but disappeared. Perhaps that 
is why the old reverence embodied in "Guru Brahma, Guru 
Vishnu..." nowsurvives largelyas a ritual saved forTeachers' Day. 
Inreality, teachers arenow marionettes, expected to obey instruc tions and whims without question. 

Thisbecomes particularlyvisible in the endless non-academic duties assigned to them. Recently, news emerged from Uttar Pra 
desh's Bareilly that teachers had been assigned the task of col- 1 
lecting fodder. The order was later modified following protests. 
Such examples arenot unusual. Teachers are routinely assigned 
election duties, Census work, surveys, data-entry campaigns, 
mid-day meal management, and other such duties. Time that 
couldbespentimproving classroompractice ordevelopingpro 

fessionalexpertiseis consumed by tasks farremoved from teach 
ing. In the process, the profession loses its intellectual freedonm. 

Theproblem with this epidemicofperpetualbusyness is that teachers are left with no free time to read, think, create, or explore 
new things. Leisure is the condition that makes intellectual life possible. Yet this space for reflection issteadilybeingtaken away 
from us. I am often reminded of Rabindranath Tagore's poem 
"Lost Time', though inacontext quite different from hisspiritual 
one. Who knows, even Jawaharlal Nehrư's “Aaram Haram Haj" 
slogan may soon be evoked to justify ourpredicament. That slo gan belonged to the years immediately after Independence, when 
anewlyindependentnation hadto be built. Today, the corporate 
world's many NarayanaMurthyshave appropriated it to celebrate 
endless toil that inflates corporate wealth. It feels almost dysto 
pianto argue for the importance ofrest, butthat is where we have 
arrived as a society. People are being reduced to cogs in the ma 
chine, valued only fortheir revenue-generatingpotential. 

Teachers once shaped future citizens by nurturing curlosity, 
sensitivity, and asense ofresponsibility Theworkofnation-build 
ing may no longer be the urgent task it once was, but in the dis 
appearance offree tỉme, something equally important is ebbìng 
away: The space for reflection, and intellectual and emotional 
growth. That is an immeasurable loss. 

The writer is a Delhi-based teacher 

me 
d hin 

s res 

-

Rt 

vi 
t% fo 



CLIMATE 

Why the monsoon's progress has stalled over Maharashtra 
Anjali Marar 
Bengaluru, June 18 

IT HAS been a fortnight since the official commencementofthe southwest monsoon 
season, but its performance has largely 
been sutb-nominal so far. All-India rain was 
38% below average between June l and 17. 

The June-September southwest mon 
soon brings more than 70% of India's an 
Dual rainfall. The monsoon arrivesover the 
Andaman Sea in the third week of May and 
advances into the mainland through Ke-
rala, generally by June 1. It then advances 
in surges and reaches north Uttar Pradesh, 
Delhi and its neighbouring areas by the end 
of June, and covers the entire country by 
July 15. But an early or timely onset of the 
monsoon does not guarantee good rainfall 
or its distribution, or vice versa. 

How has the monsoon progressed? 
After onset over Kerala on June 4, the 

southwest monsoon progressed for four 
consecutive days. It advanced early into 
parts ofthe west coast, including Karnataka 
and Goa, but marked a delayed onset over 

most regions in northeast India. 
The rainfallintensity over Kerala, south-

ern Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Lakshadweep, 
and the whole of northeast India picked up 
in early June, but did not sustain for long, 
Upto June 10, the southwest India region 
recordeda 8% rain surplus. 

Maharashtra's wait forthe monsoonhas 
now gotten longer, and there are no clear 
indications ofpossible onset yet. The latest 
monsoonal advance was on June 8, over 
parts ofsouth Konkan and adjoining areas 
ofsouth Madhya Maharashtra. 

Overall, the Arabian Sea branch of the 
monsoon appears to be making slower 
progress this year compared to the Bay of 
Bengal branch. 

After June 8, the monsoon advance 
continued mainly along eastern India re 
gions. On June 15, the monsoon advanced 
into the remaining parts of Andhra Pra 
desh, West Bengal, Telangana, Odisha, 
Jharkhand and Bihar. 

Why has it slowed over Maharashtra? 
FIRST, monsoonal winds from the Ara 

bian Sea since the onset period have 

Rainshortfallinthe West 
Subdivision 

Konkan and Goa 

Madhya Maharashtra 
Marathwada 
Vidarbha 

Rainfall Rainfall departure 
56.8 mm 

15.8 mm 
26.9 mm 

19.2 mm 

-81% 

-80% 

-62% 

-12% 

SOURCE. INDIA METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT: DURATION: JUNE 1-7 

38% 
All-India 

rainfall deficit 
between 
June 1-17 

weakened. Instead, stronger northerly or 
northwesterly dry winds are dominating 
the region and acting as barriers for the in 
coming, weak monsoonal winds. More 
over, these weak monsoon wind flows lack 
a strong surge from the Arabian Sea. It is 
these monsoon pulses that drive moisture 
and cause widespread rainfall while also 
helping the monsoon advance. 

SECOND, cross-equatorial wind flow over 
the westerm Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea 
hasweakened. These windspumpin moist 
ure, aiding the monsoon's advance. 

port of other weather systems. These can 
be in the form of low-pressure areas or 
cyclonic circulations, either present over 
the Arabian Sea, the Bay ofBengal or an off 
shore trough (low-pressurebelt) parallel to 
the west coast. Al of these are now absent. 

THIRD, the mons0on requires the sup 

AlaADolhi 

New Delhi 

FOURTH, the southwest monsoon also 
requires favourable global weather fadors. 
One suchsystemis the Madden-Julian Os 
cillation (MJO), an eastward propagating 
wind and cloud band originating in the 
Mediterranean Sea. When MJO is in the fa 
vourable phase, it causes rainfall over 
India. However, that is not the case now. 

How will the monsoon advance now? 
Since June 16, the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) has not released anyup 
dates on monsoon advancement over Ma 
harashtra. This not onty indicates a delayed 
monsoon onset but also greater uncer 
tainty over its likelihood. 

The monsoon is most likely to advance 
next over Telangana, Odisha, Jharkhand, t 
Bihar, and some parts of Chhattisgarh 
sometime during the next fourto five days, 
the IMD said Thursday. 
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Is India producing more graduates than what the econony can absorb? 
PARLEY 

ndia is witnesing an unprecedented 
expansion in higher education. Oer the 
past decade, thousands of new colleges 
and uniersities hve been eestablished, 

producảng millions of graduates every year. Yet 
unemploynent of the educated remains a 
growing coDcern. Nearty one in three gaduates 
are unempioyed. s India producing more 
graduates than what the eonomy can absorb? 
Rajan Wadhera and 0.RS Rao discuss the 
question in a comversation moderated by M. 
Kalyanaraman Edited excerpts 

Is India prodncing more graduates than the 
econoy can absorb? 

0.RS Rao: The munbers point to a widening 
gap between the growh in gaduates and the 
growth in jobs. In engineering alone, the 
mmber of graduates has risen sharply over the 
past few years whie job creaion has not kept 
pace. Earier, the IT services sector was the 
prinipal emplover of engineering graduates. 
Today, hiring by T services firms has slowed 
considerabły, even though sectors such as 
banking and finanial services, manufacturing, 
defence and space technologies have expanded 
their reTuíment The challenge is that these 
new opportunities have not grown fast enough 
to absorb the increasing mumber of graduates 
entering the labour market. 

A second issue is the nature of ivestment. 
Much of the recent investment in sectors such as 
sermiconductors, advanced manufacturing and 
technology has been capital-intensive rather 
than labou-itensive. As a result, large 
investments do not necessariy translate into 
proportionate job creation. 

Has AI nade the problen worse? 

ORSR: We are in the middle of a major 
technologcal transition. Al is changing the 
nature of work much faster than hơw 
educational institutions can adapt. Companies 
now want graduates who can work with Al 
systems, validate Algenerated outputs, 
understand responsible and ethical Al use, and 
solve complex problems using technologEy. Four 
years ago, when many of today's graduates 
entered college, these skills were not widely 
discussed. Universities cannot redesign 
programmes overnight, and students cannot 

acquire entirely new competendes instantly. 
As a result, rmay graduates are entering a 

labour market that demands skills diferent from 
those they were trained for. 
Is employability more lanportant dhan just 

Opinion 

Keeping up: Candidates who came for a mega job fair at the Government 
Engineering College in Thrissur in 2025. NAJEEB KK 

job creation? 

Rajan Wadhera: There is certainly a growing 
concern about employability, particularly 
among engineering graduates. The problem is 
often a mismatch between what is taught and 
what the industry requires. Students may 
graduate with strong academic credentials but 
have linited exposure to laboratories, 
manufacturing environments, teamwork and 
real-world problem-solving. When they enter 
the industry, employers frequently find that they 
need substantial additional training in order to 
contribute effectively. Companies run their own 
training programmes to bridge this gap. This 
was far less common a few decades ago. 

Has manufacturing failed to create enough 
opportunities? 
RW: Manufacturing still has considerable 
potential, but it too is undergoing profound 
change. People often focus on the impact of AI 
on software jobs, but manufacturing is also 
being transformed by automation, roboics, and 
Industry 4.0 systems. Historically, a large 
number of engineers were employed in 
supervisory and operational roles on factory 
floors. Today, many of those functions are 
automated. Digital manufacturing systems 
require fewer people to oversee production processes. As a result, the number of 
engineering jobs generated by manufacturing is 
not increasing at the pace many people 
expected. Even as factories expand output, they 
often require fewer workers and supervisors 
than before. 

Does that mean the future is one of 
permanent joblesS growth? 
RW:I would not go that far. India's push towards 
self-reliance in sectors such as defence, 

Students may graduate with strong academic 
Credentials but have limited exposurc to 
laboratories, manufacturing environments, 
teamwork and real-world problem-soving 
RAJAN WADHERA 

aerospace and advanced manufacturing is 
creating new opportunities. There is increasing 
emphasis on domestic design and product 
development, and that is encouraging. The 
challenge is that automation and digitalisation 
are reducing labour requirements even as 
industries grow. Therefore, employment growth 
may not automatically match economic growth. 
This makes it even more important for 
educational institutions and industry to work 
together. Curricula needs to be aligned much 
more closely with industry requirenents. 
Has India focused too much on 
manufacturing and too little on innovation? 

ORSR: Over many years, India became 
incrėasingly proficient at manufacturing 
products designed elsewhere; manufacturing 
alone does not create enough opportunities for 
highly trained engineers. The real value lies in 
research, development and design. Countries 
that control intellectual property and 
technology create far more opportunities for 
engineers than countries that simply 
manufacture products. Recent global 
developments have reinforced this lesson. 
Increasing restrictions on access to critical 
technologies such as semiconductors and 
strategic components have shown that excessive 
dependence on external technologies carries 
risks. India therefore needs to invest much more 
aggressively in indigenous research, innovation 
and product development. 
Has India made progres in indigenous 
design capabilities? 
RW: It would be incorrect to say that India 
remains only a manufacturing base. Over the 
last decade, companies such as Mahindra and 
Tata Motors have developed signiicant design 
and engineering capabilities. lndian engineers 
today are designing vehicles, platforms, 
transmissions and other complex systems that 
would previously have been developed 
elsewhere. The isSue is not whether these 
capabilities exist. The issue is scale. The number 
of high-quality engineering graduates being 
produced is larger than the number of advanced 
R&D and design roles curIently avatlable. 

what role sbould entrepreneurship play? 
ORSR: Neither gNeTITent nor industry an 
creale enoh Jobs kor every graduste We need more graduates to becone creators of 
enterprises rather than only seekers of 
employment. One major ctallenge is access to 
risk capital. Traditionai lenders prefer 
established businesses and proven evertie 

strearns. Innovation, boweer, requires investorS 
willing to support ideas at an earty stage. India's 
startup ecosystem has made signifkcant 
progres, but much more needs to be done to 
support deep-technokogy ventures. 
What should India focus on in the AI era? 

ORSR: India should focus not only on 
infrastructure but also on products. There isa 
significant need for sovereigm Al as nations wih 
those systems seek to restrict aCess. Produt 
companies create intelleCTual property, 
innovation and high-value employment. The 
goal should be to develop products not onty for 
India but for global markets. We should identify 
strategic areas where India can become a dobal 
leader. UPI's success demnonsuates that India is 
capable of building world-class digtal platforms. 
What needs to change in higher education? 

ORSR: Industry-academia collaboration must 
become much deeper. Universities cannot 
design relevant programmes without industry 
participation, and industry cannot expect 
job-ready graduates without contributing to 
curriculum, internships and skill development. 

Looking ahead, what are the priorities? 

ORSR: Three prioriies stand out. First, lni 
must significanty increase investnent in 
research and development. Seond, indusry 
and academia must work together much more 
closely. Third, we need a stronger 
entrepreneurship ecosystem that encourages 
innovation and supports risk taking. 
RW:I woukd add that lrdia ust coniue 
building indigenous capabilities in design, 
engineering and atvan manufaturing. The 
opportunities are real, particulary in Ntors 
such as cefence and aerospace. The challenge is 
ensuring that education, industIry and polcy 
move in the same direction. 
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