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How DoE is trying 
to soften the blow 
for NIOS students 

Meghna.Dhulla 
Dtimesofindia.com 

New Delhi: Even as concerns 
persist among sections of 
Delhi govt school teachers 
that students passing Class X 
through National Institute of 
Open Schooling (NIOS) conti 
nue to face problems in get 
ting admitted to science and 
commerce streams in govt 
schools, Directorate of Edu 
cation (DoE) is increasingly 
positioning NIOS as a tool to prevent vulnerable students 
from dropping out. 

Under recent guidelines is 
sued through DoE's NIOS Pro ject, schools have been direc 
ted to inform parents that sub 
jects often considered difficult, 
including mathematics, are 

DoE has asked alI 
govt schools to 
identify and counsel 
students who have 
failed Class IX twice 
or thrice and guide 
them towards 
continuing 
education 

not compulsory under the 
NIOS System and that students 
who clear Class X through 
NIOS remain eligible for ad 

mission to Class XI in their pa 
rent govt schools. The inter. vention specifically targets 
students who have failed Class 
IX more than once andare con 
sidered at greater risk of ex 
iting the education system. 

To strengthen retention 
efforts, DoE has asked all govt 
schools to identify and coun 
sel students who have failed 
Class IX twice or thrice and guide them towards continu 
ing education. In a recent 
circular issued after the de 
claration of Class IX com 
partment examination re 
sults, school heads were in 
structed to prepare lists of such students and personally 
reach out to both students and 
their families. 

Schools have been asked to 
invíte parents for discussions 
at mutually convenlent times and ensure that interactions 
are conducted in a "supportive 

ment". The circular places co 
unselling at the centre of the 
intervention and directs scho 
ols to explain the long-term im 
portance of completing school education while reassuring 
parents that institutional sup. port will continue. "In the absence of proper 
guidance and motivation. 
these students are at risk of discontinuing their educa 
tion. Schools have, therefore. 
been directed to first encou 
rage them to continue thrọ 
ugh the regular schooling sy 
stem wherever possible," an 
official said. However, where students 
or parents are unwilling to continue in regular school, 
authorities have been asked 
to introduce the NIOS route. 
Under it, students can take di 
rect admission to Class X, se 
lect subjects according to the 
ir interests and abilities, av 
oid compulsory mathema 
tics, if needed, and continue 
learning at their own pace 
while preventing the loss of 
an academic year. 

The circular adds that he 
ads of schools must inform 
parents that after completing 
Class X through NIOS, stu 
dents can continue in the pa 
rent school for Class XI, enab 
ling continuity in schooling. 

The push comes even as 
Government Schools Tea 
chers' Association, Delhi, has 
urged govt to review what it 
describes as restrictive ad 
mission rules for NIOS stu 
dents. In a letter, the associa 
tion argued that students pas 
sing through NIOS should re 
ceive equal access to Class XI 
admissions across streams. 

The teachers' body said 
that despite NIOS beinga re 
cognised national board un 
der the Union education mi 
nistry, students were being 
denied science and commer 
ce admissions "solely becau 
se they studied through the 
open schooling system". 

Responding to such con 
cerns, NIOS has maintained 
that"the secondary and senior 
secondary certificates obtaj. 
ned from NIOS have the same 
recognition as certificates is 

boards'" and are sued by other h 
"equivalent and on a par" with 
certificates awarded by other 

und non-judgmnental environ- recognised boards. 
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ddressing the digital divide through the Digital India Mission, India has 
marched on towards becoming a global "best practice" model of a digital welfare state. Yet, Persons with Disabilities 

(PwDs) remain largely excluded from this promise of universal outreach. Disability pensions, contrary to the very principles underlying disability rights, are determined not by the nature or extent of disability but by domicile, the discretionary decisions of State governments, and cumbersome bureaucratic processes. As a result, a vulnerable section of citizens continues to remain outside the ambit of a welfare architecture that otherwise prides itself on inclusivity and last-mile delivery. 
An inadequate safety net 

Editorial 

Equality of treatment for Persons with Disabilities 

The 2011 Census recorded 2.68 crore PwDs. Today, accounting for population growth and changing disease profiles, their number is conservatively estimated at 4.5 crore-6 crore. Although the Supreme Court of India has recognised the right to live with dignity as a fundamental right and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 provides legal protection, disability benefits - especially pensions- remain fragmented, discretionary, and inadequate. As a result, the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme covers only a small fraction of PwDs, while pension amounts in most States range fom just 300 to 500 a mnonth, with a few offering 1,000-*3,000. 
India spends barely 0.02% of GDP on disability welfare including pensions. South Africa spends 0.12%-0.15% of GDP (six times more):; Brazil 0.45%-0.50% (20 times more); OECD countries 2.2% (110 times more) and Australia 0.35%-0.40% (20 times more). 
Beyond politics, sound economics demands 

the inclusion of PwDs. The World Bank and UNDP estimate that low- and middle-income countries lose 3%-7% of GDP when PwDs are excluded from education, employment, and social security. Disability income improves household stability, rural consumption, and labour participation. Studies show fiscal 
multipliers of 1.4-1.6, while the 2025 Pro Bono Economics report found that the socio-economic returns from disability pensions exceed their costs by nearly 48%. Far from being a welfare expense, disability pensions are an investıment and an effective economic stimulus. India mnust establish a Minimum Universal Disability Pension Floor Rate (MUDPFR) to give effect to the state's constitutional obligation, under Article 41, to provide public assistance to persons s with disabilities, and to operationalise Section 24 of he Rights of Persons with 
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Disabilities Act, 20O16, which guarantees adequate 

Sushil Kumar 
Former Secretary, 
Government of India, 
and an Advocate in 
the Supreme Court 
and High Court 

India must 
adopt a 
minimum 
universal 
disability 
pension 
floor rate 

social security, including pension benefits. Such a measure would translate the promise of inclusive growth and "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas" into reality by shifting disability pensions from a matter of charity and discretion to a matter of citizenship rights. While ensuring that no disabled person receives less than a minimum pension regardless of where they live, a MUDPFR would still allow States to provide additional top-ups. 
This is not an unrealistic proposal. South Africa provides a national disability grant with uniform eligibility norms; Brazil's BPCguarantees a national minimum incomne: and Australia and New Zealand operate nationwide disability pension systems. Several developing countries, including Kenya, Rwanda, Thailand and 

Indonesia, also provide disability income support at the national level. International experience shows that centrally set standards promote uniformity, universality and portability. 
A MUDPFR of E8,000 per month for 40 lakh beneficiaries would cost about 38,400 crore annually (0.08% of GDP), while ¿10,000 for 65 lakh beneficiaries would cost T78,000 crore. Even a pension of 15,000 per month would keep expenditure below 0.2% of GDP. Such spending is fiscally manageable when compared with allocations for food subsidies 2.05 lakh crore), rural development (1.80 lakh crore), tax concessions and revenue foregone (1.72 lakh crore), and infrastructure FIl.11 lakh crore). Yet, disability pensions and inclusion continue to receive only a tiny fraction of public expenditure. 

From fragmentation to integration The current disability pension system, shared between the Ministry of Rural Development and the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, leads to duplication, delays and diffused accountability. Countries that have faced similar challenges have addressed them through a single national authority - South Africa's SASSA, Australia's NDIA, Brazil's INSS and Ireland's Departmnent of Social Protection. India too needs a National Disability Pension Authority to oversee eligibility norms, a national registry, portability, digital integration, grievance redress and State-wise performance monitoring- one standard, one system, one nation. Implementing a robust disability pension system would strengthen India's bid for a UN Security Council seat by translating its commitments into action under Article 28 of the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ILO Recommendation No. 202, SDG 1.3. and the G20 New Delhi Leaders' Declaration, all of which endorse social protection as a comerstone of inclusive development. Combining pensions with employment 
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Constitutional imperative 

DELHI 

support can move persons with disabilities from 
mere survival to productive participation. A 
MUDPFR could also yield economic benefits. Countries such as Singapore, South Korea, South Africa and Brazil integrate disability pensions with employment and social security systems. India should similarly strengthen its fragmented Disability Employment Incentive Scheme. Models! abroad include employer tax incentives in 
Nigeria, the U.K's Access to Work programme, and Australia's wage subsidies. Existing schemes such as PM-DAKSH, NAPS and State-level 
employer incentives provide a foundation for 
expansion. 

A MUDPFR Would give effect to the Constitution's 
guarantees of equality, equal protection, dignity 
and the right to life. India has already 
standardised major welfare programmes - from food security and health care to PM-KISAN and pensions - and delivers benefits at scale through DBT and UPI. The capacity and technology exist. What is needed is the political will to prioritise dignity. Disability pensions remain one of the few entitlements determined by where a person lives. If dignity is a constitutional right, geography cannot decide the minimum support for survival. More than an economic or administrative reform, a MUDPFR İs a mnoral one. It affirms that persons with disabilities are rights-bearing citizens, not recipients of charity. By transforming the state from a benevolent provider into a constitutional guarantor, it strengthens dignity, inclusion and citizenship. Should India continue with a system in which disability pensions vary according to State budgets, political priorities and bureaucratic complexities, leaving persons with disabilities vulnerable to hardship? Or should the Republic guarantee a minimum level of support for all? A Viksit Bharat cannot leave its most vulnerable citizens at the mercy of a postcode lottery. Federalism cannot be a justification for inequality. 
A MUDPFR is the next logical step in India's welfare architecture, building on rights-based entitlements enabled by digital inclusion and DBT. It would humanise the state, uphold the dignity of persons with disabilities and 

strengthen the Republic. 
Over the past 75 years, India has steadily 

expanded its welfare state in pursuit of social justice. With the necessary platforms and delivery systems now in place, the time has come to 
secure the foundation. The real question is whether India recognises dignity for persons with disabilities as a constitutional right and a collective obligation. t promise is long Overdue, and a MUDPFR offers a way to fulfil it. 
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A farmer sprays pesticides in a paddy ficld on the outskirts of Hyderabad. NAGARA GOPAL 

The human cost of a 
deadly weed killer 

rELANGANA 
Hyderabad 

In March, Telangana banncd paraquat, onc of the world's most widely used and highly toxic weedicides, 
becoming only the third State in Jndia to do so. The herbicide is responsible for hundreds of deaths each year, 
mst of them sulcicles and some accicental. Serish Nanisetti reports on the campaign that led to the ban 
and why much more remains to be done 

t 50, Banotlı Goud (name changed) 
nal, but I become breathless when 

. cllmb stalrs or even walk more than 
five mlnutes. The doctor says my lungs got alflect 
ed," he says. About three years ago, on a sweltering after 
n00n, Goud opened hls refrlgerator, took out a 
small plastic bottle labelednot have the brand, and te0Grthat he was used to; in 
stead. lt tasted ilat. He began vomiting. 

nle 

Goud did not know that he had drunk paraq 
uat, a hlghly toxle herblclde and one of the most 
ctlective weed killers in the world. Paraquat, a 
colourless and tasteless liquld, Is most often fatal 
for both humans and anlmal: esulted in Goud fighting 

nephew to get the It was a liistake 
d the local ternfor the weediclde) to 

clear weeds In front of our house" he recalls. 
"He kept the bottle on a table Inslde the house. 
My wile thought it was a cool drink and placed 

it inslde the fridge." While wholesale traders 
store paraquat In drums, larnes 
ten fill up stray bos house In Paloncha 0 i oeudlen, about Il kilometres 
away. The doctors were sure he would die. 

leng an enployee of TSGENCO0 (Telangana 
State Power Generatlon Corporation Limited), 
Goud had an ESIC (Euuployee State lusurance 
Corporatlon) carl, necessary for worker lical cae a cetalu sulary level to accCSs eearies and nd inaclai bete was qulckly lerre 
ln a auulbulance toa tertiary care facillty In Hyd: 
eral.d, roughly 285 knn away. Dr Verna Addanki, a General Medicine prac 
iitloner, notic that Goud had a 'paraquat 
outh'-(he severe, cooSIve da 

others ol 

cuN when a persOn Swallo\SOl -
rAOuat - nd put hm r the next 40 

Nonditon slowty inproved. 
"lis lannily had gen up on hnn, remembers Dr, Adlanki. "But we persisted and he had the 

will to suvie (oo, Now, he has yhotographs o 
his lamily as his WhatsApp display pltune. 

rayuat, 

lnt the On Mah 31, 206, Telagana and use of ale, tistutbution, mau e afty and healtth of jo 
ners, bame only the thind 

at h o ater Nerala and isha. The 
veent Oder was İssu davs atter intense 
koboving by dxs, clls, ap 

elt.haru. Negh whkh has Iwm otten us 
Iheing Anhra ralesh Rmn suit 

in Ma: 

Bans and busups 
Parayat wsnaks hae luc v its immense j 

teilal y hatl, u availabiliy, kw prie 

A ban by 
one State 
without the 

(82 despread use in India. he onlw law to regulate hazardous chemicals 
such as paraquat is the Insecticides Act, 1968. 

Goud's story is an exception: the weedicide 
has killed thousands of people, as is evident 
from autopsy reports from hospitals across the 

involvement dia. Kerala became the first State to ban it in 
2011. However, in February 2022, the Kerala 
High Court overturned the ban following a plea 
by a cardamom growers' collective. While the 
Kerala Agriculture Department's notification 
Sneciñcally named the chemical along With 15 
others, e ssnd that the State did not have the authority to enforce it beyond 60+30 days 
(as per Section 27 of the Insecticides Act). 
In October 2022, Kerala was rocked by the 

murder of Sharon Raj, who was allegedly poi 
soned with a paraquat-laced drink by his fian 
cée, Greeshma. He died at the Mędical College 
Hospital In Tnruvah details of the case quickly 
PO erged in the public domain. 

"We can still order it online," says Dileep Ku 
mar of Pesticide Action Network, a global coali 
tion of over 600 NGOs, institutions, and indivi 
duals across 90 countries dedicated to 
eliminating hazardous chemical pesticides. "A ban by one Stare hon on paper. It is inet conm he points out. 

of 
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e-commerce 
sites is just a 
ban on 
paper. It is 
Ineffectual. 
DILEEP 
KUMAR 

GROUND ZERO 

Necle Actlon 

Annlaes 

Kumar adds that the country needs stronger 
laws and regulations to manage the crisis. "Even 
the Bhopal gas tragedy [in 1984] did not lead to 
new laws to regulate pesticides," he says. 

ation of The problem IS no nectictdes: t is al 
pesticides, weedic 
so low s about safe use. According toa 

Whims were drvht n sttem anan 

rie Minister of State for Agricul 
aware of the safe anddiarmers were made 
between 2020 and 2026. This is a low share in a 
country where 46.1% of the population is depen 
dent on agriculture, as per the Economic Survey 
of 

As per the Act, the ban in Telang 

Lobbying for a ban 
On the afternoon of February 12, Dr. Marri Ma 
hesh Reddy, the founder of a grassroots move 
ment called Doctors Against Paraquat, cálled 

rlen de ith Karimnagar. 
endless paddy fields, is on the eastern side of 
the Sriramsagar flood flow canal that carries wa 
ter from the Godavari river. This whistle-stop 
tour and meeting with farmers was part ofa 
campa f we don't use this, can't we do agricul 
ture?" Dr. Reddy said, addressing the gathering. 
"Didn't we do agriculture before this? Brush 
cutter leva, vere mandulu leva. Dina valla yava 
ruki upogam? (We have brush-cutters, sickles, and other chemicals. Why use this toxic 
He explained what made paraquat particular 

ly dangerous. "I used to get emergency cases of 
snake bites and poisoning," he said. "There 
were antidotes for snakebites and the venom 
was not always so toxic. But paraquat is in a dif 
ferent league. It destroys the cell structure and 

O antdote." t Paraquat comprises 202 doc 
tors drawn from diferent parts of Telangana 
who lobbied with politicians, farmers, and bu 
reaucrats relentlessly for a ban on paraquat. US 
ing social media and personal connections, Dr. Reddy reached out to the Telangana Chief Mi 
nister's Ofice, the Maharashtra Chief Minister 

finister's Office, and Ofi nali the Prime 
Pol 

the 

Yet, Potharam and other farming villages 
have found paraquat useful. As labour shortage 
is rising and the cost of hiring farm workers is 
increasing, farmers use paraquat, which is la 
belled and sold as non-selective contact herbi 
cide (meaning, it does not asidual 

Pnd eds. Paraquat imports to India 
rose from 8,598 tonnes in 2019-20 to 20,786 
tonnes in 2022-23, according to the Lok Sabha 
Unstarred Question Na. 2542 under the Minister 
of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare in 2025 

"Without any oversight or intenenton 
bcias rom ie in most parts of the 
Country. There are many acodenal deaths due 
to careless use as well, s3vs Kodanda Reddy, 
Chairperson of the Telanana Agioulture FaE 
ers Welfare Commission, wbo h2s also orked 
to get the ban inpsed n the State. 
companies as well 2s qter gine oááals o e 
sure that the produt is Dot valable in 
stores, he adds This lobbying ppezrs to have 
paid of, as rao bộg eonere ites- Fp2t 

Smaßeriutre 0merce sies 
A rush to ae patienS 

ne 

Boies are oonsatk aeeled in n Cut ce 
Departet of Roresic Mece 
and Atopsy Oooner 

Wžthut any oversht or intenmdonbv 
othcias from the agrilur deurmnt, 
ther isa runawa NrJat in mot 
puts of the country: 

S 

KODANDA RKDDY 

60 days and can be extended by 20OWnile the dangers of paraquat and Its misilae 
On the day that the Telangana issued a Govern 
gislative Assemblv Paraquat, the Le 
tion asking the Central government to ban the 
chemical across the country. 

Chamrsn ofthe Teanguhe nnrs lere 

Hyderabad. Families wait in gtief and the poliee 
There is an overpowering olour of bleach, urine 

The toll of narreying tlesh. 
here. Acconding to Dr Atm S evident 
Doctor of Medicine dissertation, An autonsy 
based study on deaths due to Paraquat poison 
ing in Gandhi Hospital', the facility recorded 217 
Of these Posoning in 2024 and 2025 
16% students. Ofthe too ee armers and 
dissertation, 94% were suicide eases and s 
were accidental. 

ing 
There is no treatment for paraquat poison 

s ho antidote. We only recelve clues from the 
the victim or there le els are found near 
Dr. Krupal Singh, the head of derSays 
rensic Medicine and Toxicology. He ls also part 
of Doctors Against Paraquat. 

"All we can do is symptomatic treatment," Dr. 
Singt . "As a result, treatment remalns lar gelv supporti 
nal decontamination eariy gastrointest! 
vention of further oxldative damage: 1Fthe 
patient is put on a ventilator, the progress of the 
chemical is accelerated, with muitiple organ fal 
lure and fibrosis of lungs being irreversible." 
old Osmania rology ward of the centur. 
tients sit in rows. «Bvemn Hyderabad, pa raquat-related cases. Most of the patients die 
within days," says Dr. Manisha Shenoy, Head of 
the Nephrology Department, who Is the first 
doctor to be called in once a patlent suspected 

abibing paraquat is wheeled into the bospital. 
"The prognosis is bleak even with advanced 

treatment like CRRT" she explains, "The chem 
ical causes rapid damage, first to the kidneys, 
then the liver, and eventually the lungs. Intuba 
tion of a patient on a ventilator accelerates dam 

She does not remember any survivors 
Poor regulatory efforts 

ungs. 

gobal attention, regulatory efforts 
Paraquat's origina date bacx o the ineos, 

Its berhideveloped as a chemical dye. 
1950s, and Imperial Chemical Industries began 
marketing it as Gramoxone in the 1960s. Con cerns about its toxlcity surfaced early In Indla. 
dipet. raised theisseln hem sl 

Agriculture Minister sald the government had received no reports of harmful effects.,. 
p uments suggest the compa n ws aware of the 

risks. An agenda paper by the company dated 
November 19, 1987, and accessed by The Hindu, 
noted: "Suicidal abuse of the product will not 
compa 
to make it safer, calculating that this would in 
crease packaging size fvefold. It noted that "us 
age by farmers would reduce significantly be 
cause of bulk inconvenience/higher prices." During these years, Imperial Chemical Indus 
raguat. n 1987 ealo f thesrom pa 
15,000 tonnes, generating £192 million, accord 
ing to a document from October 4, 1988, and ac 
cessed by The Hindu. 

In August 2025, the Lok Sabha was informed 
that there are 1,503 licensed manufacturers of 
banned the herhiiywhile Telangana 
the Central Insecticides Board and Registt rinn 
Commitee, at its 471st meeting, cleared seven 
applicaions for formulation under indigenous 
manufacture as "satisfactory." 

India has not been a passive player in the reg 

joined Guatemala in opposing the listing of pa 
raquat as a "severely hazardouspesiide fornu 
lation" under Annex II of the Rotterdam Con 
vention, a multi-lateral emvironmental 
agreement. Such a listing would not have led to 
banning of the chenical, but IH would have re 
Drior consent from importing countries bdore 
shipment. The proposal ZS Supported by I13 
cOuntries but did not go through because the 
treaty's voting rules require copee 
consensa Cop anjes. said to The Hnd sen resris 
ions on parzquzt dchloride znd carbosulfzn 
just s khartf soairg begins, ockk rase p 
Costs, diupe op proteoon, 2nd deepe 
farrner vunezhrPragua is sed T 

boe, che ba bas a 
had a si he nat Dets doe to 
hve cogpad frsd30-50 pe aÓe 
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