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An Indian formula for

African food security

n Lunweero, 70 kdlometres north of Kampaks,
Ugands, coffee farmer Gaddafi Nassour has
doubled his income in a few years. The
change was stmple: A dissel pump gave
to a solar one, anfmtﬂ became E'l'-"diia“.;i
througrhout the dry season. Over its working life,
the solar pumip will oost Birm hall 2 much as the
diesed one, and ask for fr less maintenance. Sio-
ries like Massour's are sl an exception Sub-5a-
haran Africa irrigates only 4% of its cropland;
Itk Irrhgeites 55%. The cost shows tn Biled hag-
vests, food imports that strain household basd-
et and forelgn exchange alike, and the paradox
of a continent barying what its own soil and sun-
shine could grow.

The puzzle is not technology. Solar
purmips work, and now, el ecornom-
ics cho b, What i missing in much of
Adrica is the structure around the
pump — policy that brings it within

grammes anywhere in the world.

Through the International Solar Al = ———

ance — a coalition of more than 125
countries — that experience Is now being
shared, At its core i [ndia's PM-KUSUM scheme
WMWMMMW
which Is the warld's largest distributed sotar
scheme for farms, with 2.7 million pumps
already installed and a further 5 milion wrgeted
by 2030, Powering Agriculture in India has

a major revolution. In Maharashtra,
of dedicated
solar feaders, the entire agriculiural Ioad is being
shifted to daytime solar. Tendering competi-
tively across thousands of small soler plants has
brought the cost of irrigation power down from
7.5 175 cents per unit to 3.2 cents — roughly §1
billion a year in subsidy saving potential. Those
savings are being passed on to industrial users
e e tariffs, drawing in fresh investment and
jobs, Farmers, for their part, now get reliable
pu:wﬁldﬂgﬂ'm-ﬁ}'mﬂﬂﬂﬂnltﬁhm-ﬂlghl
supgply they had bearned to put up with. The rest
follows: crop diversification, inoomes,
healthier families, and the food security that
only energy security makes possible.

Mission 300, the joint World Bank and Adri-
can ent Bank Initiative toconnect 300
million Africans to electricity by the end of the
decade, is the natural vehicle for this work, Elec-
tricity makes a real difference only when it pow-
7% something productive, Solor irrigation isthe
otvious plaoe to start. A solar set-up for brriga-
tiom can equally light homes, power a clinde,
charge a fleet of electric two-wheelers, or feed
surplus into a reghenal distribution network,
Africa's transiton will have 1o advance on five
fronts in parallel: kst-mile renewable acoess,
solar for agriculture and value chains, utility-
scabe solar with regional integration, solar eme-
bility, and the digital systems that te
e Lot et

Three things matter here the most.

The first is policy. African govern-
ments need clear technical standards
for solar pumps. dedicated budget

reach of farmers. financing that fits Pralhad limes in thedr agriculnure and energy
how they earmn, and institutions that Joshi ministries, and a kegal route —through
can takea pilotthrough toscale. India =~~~ the National Energy Compacts being
faced a similar puzzle a decade apo— ——————  negotiated under Mission 300 — to
* an agriculiural sector caught between make the KUSUM template part of
costly diesel and an unreliable grid, their national laws in months rather
and millions of households without I]'I.EI'Jrlh}'Eﬂl‘S. i ————
power. Under the govermument & seond i finance, o
Eﬁmmwmmm designed for how farmers actually
India's response has been one of the Ashish earn and spend — different products
mostambitious distributed solarpre- Khanna  for bnge, small and manginal farmers,

and for purchase models.

The I5A's Global Solar Facility can

absort some of the credit risk for the
serving these segments,

The third factor is people. A solar pump
shop is only as useful a5 the loml technician who
can keep it running. Theat is what the ISA's STAR
Centres are there to build — a practical,
orr-ground skill base for distributed solar pro-

Imcita’s ovwm numbers sugeest what is achieva-
ble when these three move together — solar
capacity rising from 28GW in 2004 to over 157
GV today and total renewable capacity at moe
than 282 GW. The opporumity ahesd & 1o make
ithe link betwesn energy security and food sec-
rity the centre of what comes next in India—
Africa cooperation: through solar trrigation,
through decentralised energy, and through the
skill base needed to keep both running,

Prafhad Joskd is presidene of the Intermational Soler
Alliance (154] Asserebly and minister of new and
renewmiie energy, and Ashish Kharna is diredor gen-
eral, 154, The views expressed are personal
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»‘Wrong paper’, P 6

T
Govt: No cough

.~ syrup sale sans
. prescription

Anuja.Jaiswal
@timesofindia.com

) /ew Delhi: Buying cough
i/ syrup without a doctor’s

prescription may no longer
be possible after the Centre
withdrew a decades-old ex-
emption that allowed certa-
in syrup formulations to be
sold under relaxed regula-
tory conditions.

The change  CcOMes
months after contam inated
cough syrups linked to child
deaths in MP triggered a
WHO alert. The health mini-
stry has amended the Drugs
Rules, 1945 by removing “sy-
» from Schedule K. Lo-
pills and tablets for
cough, however, continue 10
remain on the exern pted list.

»Loophole plugged, P 16 '
;———*"'_‘F:jﬁ 7
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Cough syrup

rural ‘loophole’ |
finally plugged

pContinued fromP1

=

77 "he exemption had al-
. lowed cough syrups to

i be sold as household :
remedies in villages with :

populations below 1,000,

With the amendment com-

ing into force, cough syrups :

: will now have to be sold :
: through licensed pharma- :

e T S T e oy B e

—hoay = =R OO A

cies, bringingthemunderthe :
regular regulatory frame-

work governing medicines.

Officials said the latest :

i amendment is intended to :
. strengthen regulatory over- :
! sight, improveaccountability :
in the distribution chain and
align older exemptions with :

: present-day public healthand :
i gafety requirements. Health :
i experts said the change could
. jmprove traceability and reg-
: ulatory monitoring of cough :
\ gyrups, which remain among
the most commonly used :

medicinesin rural India.
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Kerala plans disease
‘outbreak calendar’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

J(The Kerala government

ill create a calendar to
map seasonal and regional
patterns of disease out-
breaks in the State in a bid
to give the public health
system’s response an ad-
ded edge in the future.

Health Minister K. Mura-
leedharan noted at a press
conference on Tuesday
that, for one, Nipah cases
are repeatedly reported in
the Perambra region of

Kozhikode between May
and September. Curiously,

-

some districts, notably Pa-
lakkad, have not reported
any shigellosis cases so far,
he said. “Disease patterns
might vary from time to
time, but several viruses
seem to follow seasonal
patterns,” he said.

He said the reasons for
pathogens following seaso-
nal and regional patterns
remained unclear and
were a major area of re-
search. An “outbreak ca-
lendar” would give the pu-
blic health system greater
predictive accuracy and
help it calibrate disease
prevention and response.
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Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop
fighting for water week after week
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(O PLANS TO ADD MORE DIALYSIS CENTRES, RAMP UP GLOBAL PRESENCE

Public-Pvt Projects Key to Expand
Access to Kidney Care: NephroPlus

Dialysis serviceco

developing tech-led
platform for Kidney
disease prevention

Rica Bhattacharyya

Mumbal: MNephraPlus, Indias lar
pest dindysis sarvices provider, is de-
velaping atechnology and daia seien.
ce-driven chronic kidney disease
(CHEDy prevention platiorm even as i
ramps wp ies diatysis clinies in India
awnd in global markets.

“We would g0 upatreim o ook
the prevestion side and slow the pro
gression from CET stage1 tastape 5™
group CED Rolil Singh told ET tnan

@ n expansion MopE

::LUEi'-‘B interview, "The wdea & 1o
A Mmass smle sereening aggregs-
mdm:qmphn::ﬂunl?uaedamm
cabepnriss the peaple and predict and
Eve them a medical management
plan which ean be supervisad by &

ne
1%? Hyderabad-besed  company

plans to roll out the data science-dri-
vEMl [datorm within the next two i
Hwnqmrs.

While *dialysis will eontinue ta e
miain the core,” the broader ambitien
S b0 Enecore =t ranul inatboreal -
alysis delivery organisation, .and at
s0me paint of time, bea good renal
solutiare arganization in the de-
Uvery space,” Singh sabd. Mearly
00,000 paatiemls develop end-ats.
Bt renal pm:::—-:'ﬁmmn.muul-
Iy in Irdlia, Jesding to an additio-
nal annisal dialysis demand of 34
million treatment sesswons, ac-

We will beopening (centres) inonecountryina

two-year horizon..or oneto twocountries in 2-3
yearsasitrequires study around the geography.e 5

ROHIT SEMGH, Group C50, Meps meius

Teena Thacker

New Delhi: In a reliel for India's
pharmaceutical sector, prices of ac-
tive pharmaseutical ingredienis
(APs} have declined by 500% as the
geopalitical sitoattan in West Asia
shows signsof stabilisatlon.

The easing of the erisls, which lkad
severely dismupted supply chalns of
critical raw materials includng pet-
rochemical-hazed solvents, ammo
niz, methanel and propylens, has
broughi some breathing rosm e do
mestic drug manufacinrers - which

P:I'IIIIII-IIIHIIIrIIIIHIIII|||H||IIHIIIIIIIuIIrIIIIII.IIIHIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIu|||.n||||u||H|IIIHIIIHrIIII-'l1IIIl'IIII'II||-||||-|'||""I"“||“"”|"|||“|"||H||IIIIIIIIII
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had been grappling with scaring in-
put casts. “There has been a fall in
the prices by 510%, Prices of azith-
romyein, potassium clavulanate and
meapot Vitaming are dawn. " said Me
boul Shiah, an industey expert

Howewer, indusiry nsiders can-
tipn that a full normalisation may
sLill Eakoe Eime.

“Ttwill take some time tasiabilise, |
asguene sonewhere arpund a quar-
Ler If things remain absolutely siab-
le in the Middle East,” sald Namit
Joshl, chalrman of Pharmese ],

The development comes as a sigmi-
feamt velief for the National Phar-

i 2T Dl‘l‘: FiTaTe

cording toan EY-MatHealth stady
MephraPlus, which pecently went
public, operates 524 elinics, inchs:
ding 468 in Indiz and 56 overseas,
including the Philippines. Uzbe-
Elstan and Mepal [tplans toadd 40.
S0eentres annually in India, while
aleo sipnificantly ramping up its
pichal presence. Singh said the
company Wil continue pursaing
gevernmeni partnerships and
public-private projects, which ne-
main critical to expanding access
toichronic kidney care
CHD is projectsd to
e the worlds
OMh-desding cause
of death by 2030,
Arcording toestd-
mates, India's di-
alysis market re-
mains vastly
o derserved  with
only 8-10% people
wher meed dialysls
getting the tmeat-

e

API Prices Decline as W Asia Tecm Eases

maceutical  Priciag  Authority
(NFPA), which had been oxamining
upward price revision requests for
A5 many as 82 drugs submitted by
manufacturers, citing rising AP
costs, increased production expen-
ses and exchanpe rate fluctuations,
An inter-ministerial committes,
which reviewed all 82 applications
recammended approvil for only foar
formulations last wesk ing
the cancer drugs clsplatin and car.
boplatinand twoanti-letanws imem.
noglabulin injections where acute
had severaly disrupted pa-
tHent care,

would be Jooking af & 15-20% revenue
CAGH in the three to four years hori
zon very comfortably” Singh said.
“Growth will come from three lever
s—arganic growth, deepening in ex-
isting geographies by I-T';“"Iﬁﬂlﬂs b
pprints, and opening & OeW Eeo Erap:
m?m growth, or alarge MéA, oralar
public-private partnership.

International markels am expec-
ted to contribute an increasing sha.
re af pevenies, QVerseas revenus
contribution rose to 40% in FY2§
from 32% a year earlies. The compa-
ry 18 looking at entering Saudi Ars-
bla, while deepening presence in
Cl15and EEM_I.ﬂreg:inn:."“'Em.l:lhE
opening (enres} in ofe country in 4
two-vear harlzon,..or dne B W 60
untries ina 2-+year horizon, becaise
it requires intensive stibdy aroind
the prography” Singhsaid,

O off the biggest limiting factors
b0 access 1o dialysis is affurdability,
he said. “'We still have a kot out of
pocked and it's a chronic sitstion.”

Gevernment-supported  diadysis
pricing in India is in the mnge of
LA per session, depending on
the scheme or state, while privae-
pay dialysiz costz in India are
3,500 per session, with 30-8% st
of pocket
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MEW DELHIAIF India will offer ng
meals en around 20 rautes under
N Basic' fare Calegory, it has
Harted Leliing fram Tuesday, The
Dasien gers buying these fares will
mstead be servid waler of tea znd
CoaHies The roytes melude thase
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PHASE-1 OF CENSUS 2027 ENDS IN DELHI

The Trncliom Er"-lp.ﬁ'_'ﬁﬁﬁ

549 lakh households listed in Capital,
most in South West, North East districts
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Enumeration
will be heldin
February 2027

Dewansh Minal
Mew Dadhd, June 16

SOLITHWEST and lorth East
districts have topped the
howasehiold ermameratkon lsi
as the fivst phase of the Censas
2077 ended on Monday inthe
national capital. Of the 8498
Iakh lpusehalds lsted inthe
ciry, §.20 lakh households
hawee been enumerated in the
Sauth West district while the
Harth East disteict has 8.04
lakh housshalkls.

Across the Capital, an i
crease of more than 20 akh
hous=hokds hasbeen necordad

e | as compared 1o the 2011 exer-

it
=
IE
i

1

cise when 34,35 lakh house-
halds were listed. Mearwhdle,
a tofal of 7598 lakh houses
hiave besn counted in the ex-
Eroiss,
However, a direct comipari-
son cannotbe drawn with the
findings of Censis 2011 a5 the
districts in Delhi underwent a

CESTRICT
[ hewpemi | 55 |
| Okdoshi | 1608 |
T hoth | 3467
OuterMazrth 4,57
e ——
Hurth Vst A |
[ Eem o
SouEnEsst 4349
[ west a5t
[Southwest | a1 |
U WorhEmem | 5048
l' TOTAL | a3 |
revision recently, with the
numberofdistricts ncreased
from 11 1o 13 Outer Morith,
Centeal Marth and Ofd Delhi

are new districts thatl have
b clrved oul from existing
ones, while the area of
Slahedarn district was (near-
paraned Enthe Mortheast and
Egsrdisrricts.

As per the ofMicials a
household is a grodpal peopke

TOTALMLBS  opey s MOUSES | HOUSEHOLDS

TOTAL RO.OF TOTAL DL OF

102706 B.050
2 56,156 16785
355383 | 7,450
151428 2,1 668
545,533 100,847 |
12732 LT
RO | sMar |
&,75.088 465,586
15295 TR
10760 54317
802580 5 B0
020,529 7,35 453
amMssz | anko
o8Nz | 5498560 |

whousually liveiegerberand
share meals prepared fnthe
gaim kitchen. Peoplewholive
EnchiEsame baikdeng bl cook
arsd eat separately arenolcon-
gidered part of the same
househald,

A censis house i a budld-
ing. crapartof Al ding, tha
hasilsowR S pRIELIEEnIIanCe
and b5 recugnised as an inde-
jperncde e A L I ety e anci -

pisdarvacant and can be used
for reshdential, commersial,
or mixed purposes.

The exercise was carried
out through 45,863 Howss
Listimg Blocks (HT8 ) One HLE
consistealaround 180 Boases
comprising G00-800 pecple,
sakd affacial,

in the Mrss phose of tha
Census 2027 the House LiL-
ing and Housing Cen3us

[HLO), happening between
April 10 Seprember across

I n&lia, @mumerators go dear-
ta-disar 1o coll=ct detaila of
hoises, their conditions and
the ass=is owned by the
heiesehiabd.

The s=cond phass, called
thie Pegrulation Enumerstion,
will be luedd in Februany 2033

o coum the peopie. Thefinal
population coant will be

knownafter the second phass
schaduled for nest year,

i Dielhi’s Saonsth West dis-
tricr comprisingareas suchas
Majafgarh, Dwarka, Matiaks
and Bipwasan, £.25 lakh house-
haldsand 8.2 lakh bousss have
been listed — the highest
acToss Capital’s 13 districts.

Morth Bast Dielhi, madeap
of densely populaied areas
like Earawal Hagar, Galkeal
Purl, Shahadara and Yamuna

Vihar, folkowed closely with
.13 Fakh households and 804
lakh houses,

Enumerarers  recorded
#.09 lakh bowsehaldsand 203
lakh houses in West Delhi,
comprising areas such as ¥i-
kaspurd, Janakpur and Ra-
jourd Garden. In East Delhi,
5.47 lakh housseholds and 7.52
lakch howses have been listed,

Mew Delhi, madeupafthe
Mew De=lhi Municipal Corpar-
atlon and Delhi Canoenment
Board areas, had the least
namhber of houssholds at
£3,050 and 1,02 lakh houses.
The exerciss concluded in
Mew Delhi district on May
15, At part of the houselisting

and housing census exercise,
enumerarers collscied in-
farmation on the condition
and uss of houses, including
the: materials ussd for Doors,
walls and moofs, ownersBip
stafus, and the aumbar of
rootns. Thely alss garlsred de-
mails  aboul  Beusehold
membefs, actess o baslc
ameniries sush &s drinking
warer, Woilers, elecoricioy and
cooking fuel, as well as assets
awried by thi: household, in-
cluding rmobibe phomes, veleyi-
sloms, computers, vehicles
afid iNAeTeT BOOESS,



Voter Registration (Form-6) as

political tactics .

Strict regulitory oversight
on sale of cough syrups
>4

éhl small villages,
no sale except
from pharmacies

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, Junel16

with certain retail sale licensing
provisions, the statement said.

“With the omission of the
word “syrup’ from the said
entry, this exemption will no
longer be available for cough
syrups. Consequently, the sale
and dispensing of cough
syrups in smaller villages will
now be required to take place

THE UNION Health Ministry ~ only through duly licensed

has amended the rules that pharmacies in accordance

provided certain salesexemp- with the provisions of the

tions to cough syrups. Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940
This comes monthsafterat  and the Rules framed there-

least 22 children died in MP's under,” it said.

Chhindwara district after al- - -

legedly consuming Coldrif
cough syrup in September
last year.

The ministry has
amended the rules to remove
“syrups ... for cough” from
Schedule K—thelistof medi-
cines given special exemp-
tions under the drug rules. In
this case, it allowed thesaleof

coughsyrupsin general stores
In small villages.

Prior to this amendment,
Entry No. 13 of Schedule K
permitted the sale of cough
syrups In villages with a popu-
lation of less than 1,000 with-
out requiring com pliance
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cortgh syrues frem the st of mediciney
thil seceive orrsin exEmEarG W mang-
fracmaring mtad i, saach v avmilabiliny in
I peneral sones in emaller villages, This
eormee after b spare of receed incldems
st i et e disd ey coraumiig
oot naled nmaps
-n-uanmmﬂhh::.-.hnm
| netification. nerved e sond "syres®
| fomSchedule ¥ of the Drog Bk,

Dozshis meean yemneeda
s poksr
Ewvetii biderr ihis noCicaton, a doc
| T0r's presor pom ws nespuirad for al meat
1 cough s¥sug lepmulatboss. The re-
micral from Sehmsdula K petineres host ons
Exsirgbion thae allowed penesal stons =
wrmaflar wlilages with o populatios of s
lhnl:tnlﬁlmmﬂﬂlhmm
BT areas, CoUh sTupe can only e
m-mmﬂmﬁglﬂﬂh

The Tmeloon £
You always needed cough syrup prescription: What's changed & why

Why wus the sEop takent
It comes afes srveral metdents of

}Mlgﬂfrmr.MEdmn
Bl Bdren in Madbya Fradesh's
Chhindwass.
TheSLigy, Tarwever, M been describedd
i "o etale, b0 lake™ by expar in drug
regalaion. * This sxempcion #as mesm
anly fr ceugh ey e et do mot corraln
arry Schedule H or X dngs twivich ans be
oy o Lt pwncriprthom 0 Ragtistred
iedleal Practitioner ondy) But almos e
U h LS COMTLAN 24 s e G-
Tnk ihat is eegulated, This meinl thai
they shoukd mob have been sold withess o
e amywiy, B, inpracice, they
ane vmilalk e the CoTnneT,” ded
A SEmest drug regulanos. oi cesatition of
mﬁ:ﬁ.
add ad: " Ths: oy cou WFrem
that do nos tofilatn m;?r-m im
mabsrances are herial remedies, s the
e it geres mesd by s mormma. . desplhie

Speaktoa
doctor first

® By couggh seexds
1o b el i s
antly e you e g
] 1 1R S
wyrageled o, sy
Dl g it Chamr.
ol SRR coraul-
lardt, incernal Wed-
Cine. Ischipsiaitin
ol bl

B PROpH £ par s
i Sy, acking
coughcane s
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some of thim usisg proapylene ghyod
(FEG, which s wsually ihe source of che

n:nmrd.n;dmmﬂhjh gheenl
andl mhylens ghool unmlly happens in
SV Wheh Bon-plismmaceutical grade

ne, as discussed In the meeiag &
vl soheers thal saemy s bwer diekof oon-
narmination. Tan, whils PEC I8 needed aia
eheent Foa syTU s, SOSspenies tan man-
faciure suspensions of ke same drug
N R Al Indht ry e sadd, “Syrups
Are | L Setatarr sl bt Dastiig, suspe-
sl can be equaly s Meacioms and skl *

e ———
e e e ——
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e —

usualy sold in blg basvels, which is good
for the big companies. But ETups
are masafacnsnad i Yery ans s
wall, They do mot buy FEG Iy tha bareel
sy szl friocire H Fromn chisopen mas-
k=t Thefe connaiserda sel camy checom-
pany meal, and thens B oo way to ok
where the contamdnslion enters in e
supply chain.” Az tlmes, supsisme could
selicheager, iIndustral-grade PEG i pli-
maceu il -grade.

‘Whiat precamtions shotld you take?
Expeiita drheﬂ'u.tpaa:&mmmﬂ]-
by comgh. Tecer istabiished brasads
B iy Hove chances of comlassirm Hom,
Ervery oorughs swteds bo b treabed diffis-
encly, and patients de e nead o 1ake

for long cam lead 1o misdiagnosis of the
tenderhvisg comstitton.™ !
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