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Dowry deaths are
about patriarchy and
much more
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MANE CLUES

Health secrets
hidden in your
hair colour 2

Research shows that the risks
for melanoma, alopecia and
other conditions could be
linked to your hair's hue

hether

berorwen, Eluck

or a shadn

In helwea,

nalural hake

colour i= determined by how
prrch mekanan s in o Bl
This pigment, which i3 alsa
found in siin and ewas, bas
twen LY peE “Eamalanin ks tha
dark one 18AL's resgoenzinla
for Slack and breows &l and
phesamalanin 15 ths Lighy one
that's pespaneihlie My Mands
and Ted hokr,” gRi Gacrgs
Cotearelis, o dermatologisd
and chadr ol the dapactivent of
flermadoiegy 1 the University

of Fennsyivania School of
Medines 7

People with bBlack halr
have ihe graatast amonmnt of
i rakanin, while brown hatr
hae & modorate amount and
Blossde vary 1tile. Thespecilic
mixture of pumelanin and
phoomelanin yoi inherkt
prodaces the shade yoi and
up with. Research bag linked
gome hair coloars with &
higher likelihood for Baalth
conslderations thal can ha
halpdul to koow aboul, thesgh
more studies are pesdsd
and hair colour is far froma
prlmary risk fsctor.

Red scare

Peopls with pad hakr geanlly
poiaaae genetic vaclaots of
the melamocortine ]l recepior,
or MCLE gene, which canse

*9ELITE CONNECT@» |

plgment-producing cells
calied melanooyies bopenerste
pheomelanan, the red - blomde
plgmeni. Some research had
Tound 1hat cacriers of such
MR varianis kave a higher
risk of developing melanoms,
the most lethal form of skin
CATICAT,

"5 32k possible to develop
meelanoma evan IF you have
darker hair ar shis, They are
far from the oaly rishk Esciocs
— IV eupasune, the mumber of
enolis and Tamily hissory phay
arobe, too,

Dhavid Fiskar, foreer chalir of

1k Masssc Tt Genaral
Haospital dapartment af

dermatolgy o Harvard
Medical Sehoaol, US, kas
also studipd the red-hair MOTH
variant I mice and obarved
thad 1hia variant hod an albered
balanes of hormangs that
included more eploid FecHpLoOTs,
which imlibit poin, s s ing
apraniarlinged of paln boleranss

Dark side

Thare are different typoes

ol Bale Boss. trcbading male
or fEmale pattern hair loss
and eracibon abopecia. Alopecia
#Patn 13 an auboimmuna discass
thal cusins aplasdes pesalting in
pEichy kale lear, olten baglnning
as a rannd Sircke an & perasn's
pealp or beard. Anyone can
develop alopecia areata, but Lt
tends to starl during childhnesd or
woang adilthood, acearding bo fhe
Aumier]can Achdeiny of Dvermatokogy
Atgeajakion

In oboe 2024 study referencing
2 database of mare than 5,00,000
haalEcass reciplends i the Dol
Kingdom ofdifMeren racesand halr
colmwrs fiumil that people wiith biscy
haic were significam iy more iikely
to have alopecia aresta thag thoss
with Brown hair, Darker coloars in
wereal b a higher associalion for
Fhoe s mrrea re o S

ﬂ"ﬁﬂ"ﬂ
Halr begins bo pray whisn pigment:
dupealting melanocyte stem colla
i £ Fipke Gollicl= siart b0 becoms
deplebed, Eventually, affar angolng
hair cycles, Talr follbcles Joss thedr
melanin, sail Fisher, which s when
by cobioar shi s Trom piamenied 10
gruyigh then eptine]y whiis

But sometimes this process &5
aecalorated due 10 undsclying
health eomdbtions, amily hlstory
or awen gress, RepehBrh GLgRests
that periods of stress may CRuEs
noreplnephrine io be released into
th bale follicls and thls chemacal
affects melanocyie slem cella,
causing hair o increasingly barn
BTy,

Going grey s insyitabls for
mosi people, boi maintaining a
healthy Testyle, such as by eating
A Balanced diet, petiing
plenty of slesp and
not Emoking may
help delay s oneed,
accnrding ta the
American Acadsey
of Dermalalogy
Aszoelagions

— T

Washlngran

Post

to worry about your hair anymore is the secret upside ¢

Ter AT S
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| Efforts on to contain Nipah
outbreak: Kerala Minister

Contact list of persons who might have interacted with the patient drawn up: no containment
zone needed as none other than the patient had shown symptoms, says K. Muraleedharan

R on e | W

r_

1

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Health Depart-

ment in Kerala is

maintaining maxi-
mum vigilance and taking
all possible preventive
measures to ensure that
the current Nipah out-
break in Kozhikode is con-
tained and that no nosoco-
mial or human-to-human

transmission of the virus

OCEUrS,

The patient, a 43-year-
old man from Ramanattuk-
ara, who was transferred
from a private hospital to
the Government Medical
College Hospital (MCH),
Kozhikode on Wednesday
with encephalitis symp-
toms, is stable and on ven-
tilator suppaort.

Health Minister K. Mura-

Health warkers at the Nipah isolation ward at the Govermment

Medical College Hospital in Kezhikode on Thursday, K RAGESH

leedharan, who spoke to
mediapersons in Thiruva-
nanthapuram on Thurs-
day, after holding a high-le-
vel meeting with Health
and medical college offi-
cials, said that a contact list
of 77 persons who might
have closely interacted

with the patient had been
drawm up. The list includes
58 healthcare workers, 14
family members of the pa-
tient, and five co-workers
and friends,

Of the 77 persons, two
have been categorised as
being at the "highest risk”,

13 at "high risk”, and 62 at
low risk. He said that as of
now, there was no need for
earmarking a containment
zone as none other than
the patient had shown any
SYIIIMOIMS.

The Health Department
was preparing the patient’s
route map, and he ap-
peared to have visited sev- |
eral healthcare establish-
ments from May 10 before
reaching the Kozhikode
medical college, Mr. Mura-
leedharan said.

The Rapid Response
Team in Kozhikode had
met and adequate stocks of
personal protection equip-
ment and medicines were
being made available. A
control room has been
opened at Kozhikode dis-
trict medical administra-
tion's office. -
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from 1952

atimesofindiacom

Chennai: Jar No MI1. Half a
head loating in formalin, full
mystery. Inside an old cupbo-
ard at Madras Medical Colle-
ge's forensic museum sits the
specimen. No file. No paper-
work. No official note explai-
ning why a human head,
long cut in half. rests there.
Yet generations of foren
sieteachers have passed down
the same story — that face on-
ce belonged to pen salesman
C Alsvandar whose murder
in 1952 shocked Madras and
became a classic case stady
in decapitation and jdentifi-
cation before DNA, compu-
ters and genetic profiling.
Part crime story, part me-
dical folklore, the case survl-
vies in textbooks, lecture halls
and fading newspaper archi-
ves. It also survives guietly in
i plass jar. Few body parts pre-
sy as evidence haveenjoy-
i such an afterlifie. Around
the workd, museums display
fragments tied to history and
nooriety brains, bones,
skulls and dissected remains
preserved for science, medicl-
s o memory Chennai's M1
bshenrges b theat strsmgge Friter
nity; & relic that still tiznichies
desgdes  aflier  COUPTROOMES
emptied and headlines Ladid.
The story began on Aug

edto,” DrManohar added.

murder still a forensic lesson

FRAGMENTS OF HISTORY

20, 1952, A foul smell seeped
from a green steel trunk abo-
ard the Indo-Ceylon Express,
better known as Boat Mail —
a railand-sea service that
connected then MadrastoCo-
lombo. The Railway police
openod it at Manama.dura!,
5ikm southeast of Madurai,
and found a headless male
torso, Days later, a severad
head buried in sand turned
upoff Royapuram inMadras.

Both were sent to Madras
Mexdical College, No DNA. No
genetic databases, No foren-
sic software. Asslstant pro-
fessor of forensic medlcine
Dy CH Gopalakrishnan reli
id on anatomy “He matched
the cut neck veriebrae of the
head and the orso, bone aga-
{nst bone When he was satls-
fiex] 01 weins Lhae BELEDE paoinsann,
bye bepabeesd al Chiee other basles

— age and build — and small
personal details such as ear-
piercing,” recalled Dr C Ma-
nohar, a retired professor,
Those details mattered.
Alavandar, in his 408 when he
was killed, had an unusual
pattern of ear-piercing — two
holes in right earlobe, one in
the left. Healso borea mark on
a leg, sald Dr Manivasagam
Muthusamy, associate profas-
gor at Govi Kumaramanga-
lnm Medical College Hospital
in Salerm. His wife identificd
the face, Fingerprints wers
matched against British-era
milltary records from WWI
sarvioe Bofore he joinesd Cem
& Co In Pareys as a sabesman
“There wins o DNA or
faney sclentific rests, but at
that tima, thore was really
no room fordowbt about who
that Boead mnd torss belong

Folice stitched together
corroborative evidence: a
missing-person complaint fi-
led by Alavandar’s wife, wit-
ness accounts and his last
known visit to a modest hou-
se on Cemetery Road in Mad-
ras. Investigation led to Deva-
ki Menon and her husband
Prabhakara Menon. Accor-
ding to prosecution. Alavan-
dar, who also ran a sari busi-
ness, cultivated relationships
with several women and con-
tinued pursuing Devaki after
hermarriage On Aug2s, 1952,
he went to her home, Prosecu-
tors said he was killed there.
His head was severed using
a“Malabar knife” and buried
on Royapuram beach. The
forse was packed into a
trunk and sent away by train.

Prabhakara was septen-
ced to seven years of rigoro-
us imprisonment and Deva-
kitothree yearsin prison.

Evidence outlived every-
one Thencameanother cut.
No one today knows exactly
when. No records explain
why But somewhere along
the way, the original speci-
men was divided once more.
Omne hall remained In Chen-
nal, Other half was sent (o
Madural. where the torso
had beon moved, allow g
another medical college to
teach from the same head.
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India’s fertiliser needs

sewier neetwnrk, Rombsry's munic

s COTIMESEINET were debating whether

o et waber deainage bo s name guan

ters. They decided against it, not [ Imch of

funds or expertise, but because they had a

o eresiirary, diserfranc hised mua-

unl svvengers who e the qoestion af mod-

¢ sanigtion infrasoruchone UNNECEssIry.

Such thinking continues m influence Indian
attnades i Samianm.

The 01l Socio Econoeic and Caste Census
identified roughly 26 millien |nsanktary
Istrizes in nelia, nasy of which sill
sl cieaming. Activist organisations £<0i-
g fhal Lms-il:-!:rnmlmihmpmpl-r.nm
of them Dalits and rrl.n.:]'.r of them women,
rerain engaged n forms of mamal Sengeg
and santntion kbour, refiving B e
eyt with ehelr bare hands, carmying it on ther
beards in baskess lined with sack mlrmt:j

gmmmﬂﬂrmtn,aﬁrﬂm ol theerm i
-:#u:ﬂnlngﬂep:rinnhhtr-ﬂﬁ 2 and 2025
bisk the trae figure is several tns hagher
b deaths fram ifortons, nes
pématary damage, anil rardiovascular Rilure
vreks alter cxpoEiiie A mof cpumied Siadies
andd e hevel repomes hanve suggested substan-
plally lower lif cxpectancy among sanitation
wirkers: 2006 estintares from Maharashe
phaced it ot around 38 Fears, agins anamral

avErgE nEar s,
i) scaveeniging has sunvred midenmzs1-

o, Ereen wrheen ish iofis wend wiopied, ey
baaujhe sepilic manks which need ceaing
Thyas, the same peopls wha had previously
cleaned dry |triniss pove clened seplic tanks
lTHSaﬂHIhB]WHh&immuﬂmmﬂhnn
odbints Betvepen 20 &ncl 01, but its mandate
mztpmﬂymnﬁ:dmmnmm tpilis
il exon bl acdEional sevRige oF spRLE
treatrient Molitis

Arconding 10 thie Central Pellution Control

Board, Indin generabes nearky 73 bl liores
ol sewnge pet day, ngainst an installed trear-
ment capacity of roughly 44% ol hae, Of that
installed capeciny. only a third af votal daily
SEWAEE is acnsally tresed. Fven
yeluery sewage reaches n reatment pland, the
peliatriity of treatem o remains bghly umever.
Eihar, with cneaf the densest concetrratons
of iew Swachh Bharet toiléts. generates 1,300
nsillion lires of wastowater per day againsta
nal ievstalied sreatement capacity of 10 millicn
litress. Swchi Bharar wiile making B more
convenient, has simply shifted the |abouwr at
the cther end of the bailet from one confned
space 10 &ngther, with the same casne doing
the wiork,

Manwsl seavenging also predates rolopisk-
fam. Anciant Hindio leves aestered the remmsl
of human waste as & Bereditary duty of those
otk e varma sysaem, Britsh ke formal
ised th prasctice by ghving Il wige StTuchzmes,
ioalracts, ardd municipal , vl

baidirg winlid: SEWEL
systems for theniselves in the Eeropean quar-
ters of Baow baw, Cabeuma, and Madms

Compare this with what happened else-
wohere. I P60, South Kores hud A pof capiia
imvonmue lower than India’s and 3 sevwage infra-
structure in funs dodto the Kansm War. Buli

11 1BR4, the yeas Todkyw complesed ies first
I

vi: i hepeidiary [nbowar sF=Em . The
mm wler ond sami

twtian Inio s Mdﬁ!hpﬂﬂﬂﬁmﬁm
1965 and, a5 nesult, Seoul s CTVETHEE
et oo 2% in 967 10 57% by the ond of the
1570, and over S5% soday,

Japan's path was different. Meiji-m Takyu
pesietiod] by mpded T SovweTs mﬁ;};ﬂ
el weas a1 whuable sgriculursl input i
Inst its agricultural vatue after workd War Il
when chesnical fertilisers nepliced it and arban
populnticns no konger had farms nearhy 1o
recetve i Thuss. from the 19505, Japan bulta
e e nong e s he
ek that js T amerg n
waorkd. Makaysia snd Thaikard e Sui,

penr-universal saniiathon cOVErRES
imany decides g, One gl differenct is
bt e of thess coustries had 3 hereditary
casie syEhe) assEning excreia misnagEeEnt o
§ specific groug. which reduced political ioler-
anice boe keping sanitation bt irvisible.

I Lesddin, nutL much changed a8 Indipend-
pnce, iinkil he FEE Ernployment of Mansal
sovenpers and Ty Larrnes [Prohibitien| A
pamned (Be practice. However, the Act
prstricted this to dry bitrines and left sepaic fank
rlicanirg. seswer ety ared ddrn cleafanoe oul-
side it scope. Through che. 20005, courls
repeestediy ordered mechanisation and provi-
sipm of prowctive cquipmenl - these wene
Lrgely ipnomed. Suoossre hara rehahilitation
echemnis, amd infrastructure upgrades hawe
onby served o push the prabilern out of view

Thore Is also am econailds argurment for &
TR i 1y thye caarment fystern thal ks salk
e i Jght of the currest fope crisis. The Neth-
priandls aid Denisark apphy over balf their sew-
age shudpe i agriculoarsl larsd. Gerenany has
mandsied phospliorus recovery from ke
wastewater Eestinent plants by 205, Maodern
nutste recarery [T meated vastewaner can,
scpnedEng o estamates from ke Internstional
Fertiiser Assockition, mee ap o 30% of ghbal
phosphorus demand and 20% of nirogen
deriand, i costs 20-30% below symihetic equiv-
alerits, e inparted chirse v $15 billion woeth
af fertilisers in 2025-26 while simultaneousty
penerating billions ol Teres of sewnge every day,
ceriainsng thoge patrients almos
nome of this i recovered The femiliser we ane
{mporting is, i part, the Bertifiser we are lush-
ing away.

Wihat decolondsing sanitatio [EqUATES (5 a
natonal prograsmse of urban sewage Infra-
structure investment Bullding new sewage
reatment plants, mechanssmg pll contt witl
s waste and Tnking that infrasmucn: 1o
A NUATIE FeoTvery that cam begn
1 replace (ppored synehedc fertkiser. The
ahernative i 8 ferbtser import bill thar groes
with every harvest, and a signaficant death toll
Emocg SAnien workers.

A country that gl sends braman beings oo
sewers caned call (iselfdmveloped. Bullding a
msdert sewage anid nuerent recovery
wonuld erd ome of India's aldest Riritas of casie
Labenr, arwd tumm waste inaone of the isgritsof
natieaal seii-mifficiency,

H.nmu;nl'mu:.\.umpm Cne Mealth
Tt The o e presed ane persoml
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NMC flipflops, puts

onus of

patient appeals on health min

5Months Ago,
Panel Had Said
Will Hear Pleas

Rema.Nagarajan
Etimesofindiacom

Tational Medical Com-
\ mission (NMC) con-
I tinues its flipflop over
whether patients and their
families should be allowed
tofile appeals before it,

The commission decided
in Sept 2024 that its ethics
board would entertain all ap-
peals, including those filed by
non-medicos, and confirmed
thisdecision in Dec 2025, Five
months later, im May, the
ethics board claimed any in-
terpretation of the provi-
sions of MO Act ought to be
done by the health minisiry

“NMC had agreed that all
appeals recelved by Ethics
and Medical Registration
Board (EMRB) will be enter-
tained. Further, as regards
action not belng taken by
state medical councils (SMC)
on complaints filed by non-
medicos even after issuance

Since Semzm. when NMC wasq:msntutnd it has received 273 pahent
appeals against state medical councill decisions. They've all been rejected

of reminders by the hoards, it
was decided to send a com-
munication by EMRE to state
medical councils to complete
the process in a timebound
manner; In case of failure by
the concerned SMC to act up-
on it, EMEB may take over
the complaint/matter from
the SMC and dispose of the
same, This is noted by EMREE,
and board will proceed fur-
ther aceordingly” read min-
ntes of the 16th meeting of
NMC held on Sept 3, 2024
This was reiterated in the
17th meeting on Dec 16, 2025,
Howewver, NMC chairper-
son Abhljat Sheth, when
asked why NMC, asanauton-

oimals body was seeking the
healthministry's interpreta-
tion for what was decided in
the NMC meeting, claimed
wider stakeholder consulta-
tion and examinationof stat-
utory/ regulatory provi-
slons was going on. “NMC
has not framed an 80P in
this regard yet,” he added,
When the ministry was
asked to intervene on behall
of patients to allow appeals
before MMC, the ministry
stated the commission was
the apex statutory body comn-
gtituted under the 2009 Act to
regulate medical education
and the profession. “All mat-
ters relating to framing,

F |

amendment, and implemen-
tation of medical education
regulations fall within the
domainof NMC," it sald.
“There would be 18s3ues
if unrestricted appeals are
allowed and the membears/
axperts are also deliberat-
ing the need for a filtering
mechanizsm. Meanwhile, pa-
tients and complainants are
not left without remedies.
They can also avail other le-
gal remedies under applica-
ble civil, eriminal or con-
sumerlaws,” sald Sheth.

Since Sept 2020, when
MMC was constituted, it has
received 273 patient appeals
against SMC decisions, They
have all been rejected. That's
around 55 complaints a year
or orve a week on average that
the chairperson clalms need
afiltering mechanism.

MMEC initially insisted
only doctors had the right to
appeal before . However,
clause 8.8 of the ethics regu-
lation of 2002, which is still
in force, allows patients and
their families to appeal be-
fore the commission, The in-
corporation of this clause in
the regulation was the result

of a Supreme Court u-r:le:l_,///
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Companies
worldwide
are studying
how artificial
intelligence
can predict
health events

aley Billey
bought amn
Oura Ring
to track hep
ertility. It
arrived the day after she
lparned she was prognant.
She alipped Lhe F451
titanium band on anyway.
Months of worrisome
readings on measures of
energy and stress, levels
she initially atteibated
to pregnancy, persuaded
her to seek & professional
opimnben. The wliinate caise;
Hashimoto's disease, an
autokmmune disoader.
“The ring can't diagnose
you,” said Billey. 31. At
least °T can look at the da!_l:li
and take it to my docior
Buf she'd kike the Ting v
mare.
qo, she's now handing
ewer her personal data
nelp Cura Health Oy, the
rings maker, detect signs
af hypectenaion 18 will

ultimarely feed inoo a novel
artificial lonbellm=nce moded
thir company isbailding ts
predict events such as heart
atbacks il sirokes — vears
beforethey happon,

"The real breakthrongh
isn't knowing you had a
problem,” said Oura CEOQ
Town Hale, "It's knowing
before you do, 80 you can
change behaviour @and
prevent ic"

A 590-bn market
Getting there will mean
pushing boundaries of data
cillection and personal
information sharing

It's & trend that's been
building for yvears and
iz now enilering a new
phaass bn peae i haraieh.

“Yuu‘reinprettygundshapefurmeslnpeymarein

nersonal

s LY Lana s sz
constigies a medicaldivice

fings, smarlwalches
and other swuch [ools
are viewatd as credibie
biometrlc monitors,
capluring imfurmation
aboul respiratory rates,
tood axyeen kvels. slesp
duration and moee. Thev're
increasingly commaon.
with the s12e of Uhe markel
astimated lasl year to be
o S0 il on

Tanmnis players will, this
yoar, be pllowed to wen
the gadgels al Grand 3
matches, Goller Rory |

2 Whoop
— IJs which he
iz ah inveslor

ralease
Ellﬂ|]3|’”!5
cgllecred
E; his wWrisl

__,.-"' and during
the Masters
TouE pimen

Heeping irack
Gathering and
analysing dala
s sne thing. “The
bar for prediction
i3 mueh higher,” 2aid
Jozeph Schwall. director
ol surgleal imsovation and
engineering at Cedars
Sinal Medical CenlerinLos
| Angedes, U5

s Inveniors Keep irying
1o sgale in, A5 soen at the
= Consumer Electronle
Show in Janmary. One
attentin-grabbing product
was the ‘langevity mirrar’,
from NagaLogix, whic
parpoarts foforecast he
rlsks by'measuring blbnd

fiow Tréomn 8 sellle. Barclier
thjsear, the De Clock.
—%hich vuses ALrined on

EapEevily
for promising to *predict
whir o' il die"
I.':I:-:I'rl[.I:!II.] gz warldwide, _---’T-]'I.ll?' waarable Industyy
including Sams ug_u,.a;rl’ﬂ- is focusing on such risk
Apple, arestod¥ing bow  factors such as blood sugar,
the technodogy can peedict — hypertension and pulse
healihevents, that ke estahlished ties 1o
Ir's “the olusive unicorn”,  heart ealih, The plan is o
sapld Ratmon Llamas. connect the dofs accoss the
wha direcis mabile- body, from reproducticn
device research at focognition, leaning on

CELEBRATION 130 bpm

4
-
L

International Data artificial intelligence to
Copporation. Finding i make it happen.

whll require governmenis  "The samo way & larpe
to rewrite repulations I:mguagammmureﬂk;::.ﬂm
copncding what, sxacily. | EALwEnd, weine utiiing

mesdild thin caf
next heanl-“t,?;;ﬂi.:n-.:-m
Ahmed, CEQ of Whaog,

The gaal i to warmy of
Teart siaicks I as ligtle as
15 minutes before and in
S0Mme Cages. years ahead of
time —arealicy A hmed ga1d
s coming “a lot sooner han
pRnpln are expect ing*

Alphaber's Google, which
s Frbit, just lanmoped
ﬂ,ﬁf:l'l!'ﬂ'ﬁlfﬂ amd to rival
Whoop, Fitukt also added
a featurs that integrates a
users medleal reords and
veadings feom a cobitineaus
plusase monitor., I
then nehs Al to flag
curditions and supgest
hewr o address thern,

Finnish ring-
maker Oura has
& women's health
chatbol, In May, it
introduced & naw
[eature to manitoe
birth contral and

Some symploms

of ageing, part of
a push o oresee
| enlation, hormonal
Bhakts and menopanse.

M Ebe other end ol the Tife
cygle, SamsunE Health is
working tideteed deimentia
us|ng indicators swch as

! hand gait
Dibsessive mindset

& downsides of health-

anitasring devices as
hey now exist are well
documented, with heavy
uEe sometimes lipked
to absessive tracking
and decier shopping.
Frequent sleris can lead
to umnecessacy lesting,
sald Margaret Lozawoisy,
whio directs digital bealth
innovatimsstthe AmeTicsn
Medical Association. Too
mach zell-zurveiilance
ool #hift responsibility
formomitoring fromexperis
toandividuals.

“It internalises this logic
of ‘T'mranly as grod as the
data that ] produce,” sakd
Jamies Gilmare, author of
Bringers of Qrder. Weara e
Technrologies and Ihe
Maruisctiring of Everydoay
Life. That mindset might
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The recall of certain batch-
es of disposable syringes at
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
New Delhi, was underta-
ken as a “precautionary
measure” in the interest of
patient safety, a source in
the Union Health Ministry
said on Thursday. The ac-
tion followed reports
flagged by the user depart-
ment over quality-related

e yetny
AlIMS syringes were recalled as
dS precaution for patient safety’

issues , the source added.
The Centre's clarifica-
tion comes after a report in

. The Hindu highlighted con-

cerns raised by Rajya Sab-
ha member Haris Beeran
over repeated recalls and
their possible implications.

RS member’s letter

In a letter to Union Health
Minister J.P. Nadda on
Wednesday, Mr. Beeran
had said two recall notices
had been issued in a span
of three weeks for 10 ml

syringes supplied by diffe-
rent manufacturers.

The source said the
batches were withdrawn
immediately after com-
plaints and the supplier
has been directed to re-
place the affected batch.

"“The action was taken
to ensure that any poten-
tial deficiency in medical
consumables is identified
and addressed at the ear-
liest. Further action will
follow as per rules.” the
source added. o
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- for male child: SC says

- strict enforcement of

5

||:|_

l-n.

he | Express Mews Service 1&;
Mews Dieithel, Sune 12

ad | —

be | THE SUPREME Court on Fri-

ng | daysald “deep-seated patriar-

si. | chal preferences towards a

ved | mabe child and the behind the
- | eurtains prevalence of sex-se-
sin | lection pmcLiu:ts'q:nmlnu:m
Ibe | existinthecountry despieim-
yie | provement in the natlonal
eS| il sex ratio
1] A banch of Justices Sanjay
to | Kanoland PEMishramadethe
ohservatlon as it dizmissed a
ime | Maharashtradoctors appeal
= challenging criminal procesd-
jent irn@.r::againstl-m“unﬁermel'rr—
cial | Conception and Pre-Matal Di-
nds | agnostic Technigues
by iﬁohihininnafﬁ-&xﬁ:le-:th:}n'l
wut | .ﬂcL.:lﬁthEPHI!TA:t].
1an- Citing  various schemes
rees, mnndb's'stalegcwgnmmmstn
- e | curb fernale foaticide and im-
por- | prove the ition of wormer,
Tper- me?ﬂaﬂdmz}r‘ammdtcauw
augh nfmnﬁnum:leﬂhﬂsmmdimlr
thesystemic biss by s
girl child in an inherently patr-
| archal system. Much progress
Tias beea made, and yer, much
R iz 1eft to be desired. In Sum.
| while the sitation is markedly
tetter than it was in the prid-
N [ 1960, the data does nOTSUpPPoT

| eomplacency. The statistics...
gedly show that the progress madé s
de by | imcompleteand uneven”.

psting | , the Integrity
arrsin | and strict enforcerment of wel-
ps 370 | fare-oriented legislation such
fidur- | asthe PCPNDT At remain cf-
raying | sential along with afforts con-
yanner | dimaedand earmest, tifl de time
slating | therels awidespread changein
heoff- | mentality and what il now is
laugh- | perceived as the ‘inherant
i wenkness” of the woman is re-
fly fea- | placed by true equality, when
naking | there will dawn a realisation
voom- | thateffortssuch as these are no
wers of | bonger requined. This ks not 1o
nalpur- | say than the laws protecting
Jangra | wemenwithinlegislationsuch
acklash | as [PC/BNS will no longer be
10 latrer | required but ar least, there will
dagram | no longer be a question on

TINPUTS | whethera gir child deservesto
Tl

> PCPNDT A%eg%q@

e, the courtsald.

Justice Fansl, writing facthe
hench, referred to noted poet
subhadra Kumari Chauhan’s
poem 'Balika ka Parichay’,
which he said “powerfully de-
scribes the beautiful joy of &
mother upen the birth of her
daughter”. The bench added
uhiat “to our mind the objective

of the. Acl.is o enable a e A

woman to feel the same “joy™

The judgment also quated
the famous shioka “Yatra na-
ryasiit pujyante ramanie (ain
devata’, from Manusmrili, say-
Ing “feom our own sCTipLuns,
the once much cherished b
niw largedy forgotten value Is
alsp warth reminding our
selves of

The court noted that "ac-
cordingto pfficial Covernment
of Tndia data, the country s sX
ratin has shown clear SIENS of
|mysrovement in recent years.
though the story isnol entirely
st "
Tt said, "Census data shows
that the national child sex ratio
declined from 9450 1951t 9T
jn 2001 and further (o 219 in
3011, reflecting the severity of
the Imbalance that prompted
gtringent implementation of
the ‘e RCOVETY
10929 at birth signais a partia

but yet, notd o

mmﬁmn
path of true equality and 3¢
ceptability. Differences RETDSS

stages drive home thispoirt.Far

Haryana

pxample, ’
which reconded chilld s£X ratios
below 500 intheyearsimmed -

mlvaﬂﬂtmnuﬂnmﬂm'
tury have demonstrated i
provement (0
surveys showing e SuCEess

Tl‘mrzgiﬂmiunsaienlnmﬂimd
the awareness measures being
|mplemented. Nonetheless:
several states still do report 5%
ratios at birth below the na”
tional average. This shows the
continuing presence of deep”
sepled pref:rem:ﬁ
rowards a male child and the
*hehind the curtains’ prevas
le=ryre-of sex selecion p

[ ET™

subsequent |

g~ - I
» ' ‘Patriarchal preference B
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“Our focus should, therefore, re- will becritical, she said.
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NPPA Raises Cancer
Drug Prices by 50%

Carboplatin, cisplatin
makers have been
seeking price hike
citing rising input costs

Teena Thacker

New Delhi: India’s drug pricing
watchdog on Thursday announ-
ced a 50% Increase In the maxi
mum price at which widely used
anti-cancer drugs carboplatin and
clsplatin can be sold to patients.
Producers of carboplatin and
cisplatin have been pleading for
n price hike, eiting a sharp in-
crease In the cost of raw materl-
als Hke platinum that they sald
made production of the drugs
unviable, Hosplials, meanwhi-
le, have been roporting nshorta-
po of  theso price-controlled

TIRETREERER TR R R e e v
T vt

first-line chemotherapy agents.

The ceiling price of carboplatin
injection will increase from 60.49
per ml to 90.74, according to a Na-
tional Pharmaceutienl Pricing
Authority (NPPA) notification.
For cisplatin, it will go up from
T7.26 per ml to T10.89.

BT was the flrst to report about
an expected shortage of these
drugs in its edition of April 6. On
Thursday, citing government do-
cuments, IXT reported that the pri-
ces woulld soon be inereasoed.

Prices of 2501U and 5001U vinls of
antli-tetanus  immunoglobulin vi-
als have also been increased by
0% on o review petition lled by
vaceine maker Serum Institute of
India. Upward revision in prices
hove been granted for BCG, Rubel:
I and meansles vacelnes as woll,

The NPPA ralsed the prices by In-
voking s extranordinary powers
undoer Parn 19 of the Drug Price
Control Order, 2000,

- e o .
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NIT] AAYOG MEET Aw ¥

Base MBBS
admissions
onClass 12

marks: _Viiay

=3

M C Joseph Viay leaves Taevel Nadu Howsein Rew Delhi toattend
tha NITH Aayog Gassiming Council Mesting on Thursday. s

Harlkishan Sharma

New Dedhi, Jane 2

AN CONTROIVERSY overthe
MEET-UG paper leak. Tamll
Madu Chisd Minister C fesenh
Wiy on Thursday demanded
that hiisstate be perrimad o fill
all seafts iimcier Che sEate quotatn
MERS, BDS, and  AYLISH
oo Based "solaly™ on Cliss
L FrsaiE.

Wy e e demand duar
ngehe 13tk meeting o 1he- Gowr
ernéng Coancilal KT Aavog.
which was Chalred by Frime
sintey Marendm bodl.

Opposing the Mational Rlig-

kdliey cum Eptrance Tesl
(WELT, Vijary sl thar the gov-
ernmen of Tanmd] Hadw o
e b Rolecting the rghis ol
sipdlime “Ther S1ale Ls oo
g e M sl Ellgimliy oo
i ntFanece Tosl TMEFTH o ail-
nisskogy 10 umder@isilusie
il cnad deinal oo, 24
it e adiuctisn fos alfestad the
sfiuents Trom rurad and s
pronomically disadvamaged
famillies. [ view of Lhe sbove
(e Liermmunien Eal Tansd Madu
iy b puerrrea s o Fill Al ey
uraden (e S cpeAa in MBI
s mil AL s s
sl by o U lass XH miieks.” lie
ks

Wiy s abennanad foe sdbowing
b ks Niwsasi) wan € Lass 11
el (WA o s e i e
wrevangimend Fias o fai biigd

critieien fediomang the NEET-
UT paper beak, The Mafonsd
Testing Agency (A will con-
digct the Re-MEET TG 25800
June A Suandayl, OnMEET V]
s staml ks i Bine with his pre
decesmar ME Smlin's.

Wy alen sk the Ceninss
SUPEeL In creatingwird-clie
slar-up incubators, o venluse
capiial eroey e [ordesprizch
enterprises, and enhanced
funding for applied neseanct,
and demanded relsase of the
Conteal nssistamce o LB
sLalE,
‘Telmgana Chiief Mintses &
Fevandli Eadidy s |l s beTee
i o et p i Task
Foece” under the leadershipd
e Erime iimter for the deved
apEnEnt ol sl major economs
growth engeesol | - coumiry —
Eoesdisl, visies, Keliata, Chen-
i, I iveiorabud A e gahsns

1 e la ey s Byave s et e
creation of a gpeeld Al ofREn

iy e, St . B
Ws 0§ lakh crore cach &
arengghen uslan infraesdnure
i pha=e o i

by b et Wi |50 sl
subimiied & memopandure
scrbany e Crowemimsenk o 1
clis's st o @ ange ol 26
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