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[ndia’s ‘partner-less’
population shrinks but TN,
Kerala buck national trend

Zeeshan Shaikh
Mumbai, June 5

AT A time when there Is a con-
versation around rising divorce
ratessand changing family struc-
tures, fresh demographic data
suggests a different reality, The
proportbon of Tndians who are
widowed, divorced orssparated
has declined over the past dec-
ade, even as a handiul of south-
ermSTates huwe raoved b the op-

| posite direction.,

According to the Sample

oenl
This national trend also

masks a striking regional diver-

EEnce,

Tamil Madu recorded the
highest W/D/S rate in the
COUnEry in 2004 at 732 per cent,
up sharply from 5.7 percenta
decade agn. Kerala was the only
other majorstate Lo reecad an in-
crease, fsing from 6.2 percent bo
6.3 per cenl. Teélangana re-
malned unchanged at 4.6 per
fenl

The contrast with nomthem

compared toa mene L9 per cent
of males. While the overall
numbers have improved, the
genderchasm remains firmly in-
tact. Today, 5.4 per cent of all In-
dian females carry Lthis status,
compared 1o just L6 per cent of
rriales,

While almeost every state in
northem, exstern, and westem
India mirrered the national
trend of o dectindmng WD/S popu-
lation, thedata exposse s massive
pecgraphic shift in the South.
Two af India's most highly de-

00 OB o o owd 0 o R e o e P o e e e

of

Registration System Statistical  states is stark, Urtar Pradesh re- veloped states completely | Hir
Report 2024, 3.5 percentof In-  ponteda WIS populationof22  bucked the national trend. reg- | Pl
dia’s population lkeumenthyclas- — per cent, Harvana 19 percent,  tering notable increases in
sified a5 widowed, divorced or - Jammuand Kashmir l7percent marizal dissalution and partner = AM
separated (WiTy5), down from  and Bihar LS percent. s afn
4.1 peer comit in 2014, The critical takeaway from Tamil Nadu witnessed a | anc
The sharpest reductions the 3024 dataisthat livingwith-  drastic surge, jumping froma | tier
werne recorded in Unarakhand, — out 8 pariner in Indla remains  W/TYS mteof5.7 percentind0id | bla
wherethe W/D/'S populationfell  overwhelminghy a fermale reality: toacounin-leading 72 percent  pris

| from 62 percentiodSpercent  The figures lay bare a severe  in 3024 Keralaakoexperienced | poli
over the decade, and Chhartis-  structural dispasity menwhodl- an increase, nsing from 6.2 per | mes
garh, where it dropped from 53 vorceorloseaspouse arehighly  centto 6.3 Peroent, BEEl
percenttod6 per cent. Dethisaw  Likely to remarry, while women Higher female literacy, .
its figure decline from 36 per  overwhelmingly bear the social  greater financial independence, | foix
cent o2 per cent, while Gujarat  and economic burden of living and bettersocil safety nets m!,r ate
fell from 4.8 percent o 31 per  out thelr lives with the W/D/S be beading to a highersoclal ac- — eme
cent. Bihar, which already had  starus, ceptance of divorce and separ- ity
o of the country’s lowest pro- Adecade ago, & massive 65 atiorn. 1
portions, saw it decline further  percentofthe total female popu- FULLREPORTON = ong
from 2.3 percentto just Lsper  Iation was classified a5 WIS, WWWLINDIANEXPRESS COM ]w.ga
== £ #Cor P
a byl
*INDIA'S ‘PARTNER-LESS’ PARADOX | T
A demagraghic look & the Widowed/Divorced/Saparated (W/DVS) population (2004 vs 20:24) [ ﬁ
| THE BIG PICTURE: THE GEMDER CHASM THE GEOGRAPHIC DIVIDE: ."
Amummm Living without & partner remains THESOUTHERN SURGE [ hiu
. Contrary 1o urban narratives, overdhelmingly a female reality While aleast all of India saw rates i sald
| the praportion of Indsns living inbndia. Men remarry; wamen | fall. two hﬂhlﬁrdemupeﬁ South- | reg
| mmuu:ﬁm_r-eral‘mrmarriana auerwhelmingly carry the WD/S arnstates bucked nmhnurrmnd- | plai
| Is actually faling nationally =hatus far life ® 7014 Rt Fire
B 004 Rata Fihar

% of the total populatian ;

Total population W/DYS(2024) | Tami ENETEEEN

- s Nadu IR — T | oS
MEN MEN ' Al
| 54% i’ﬂ 16% | o K * o | £
_ 0 Ao (63% | Kurr

I Rise
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HiLEL PEURR YUl FEREERETLS SRR

gy o e YU [y N gy np—-

f Bt & il eosedicion | v &
New nams, it 5 10 cast a dif-
! Wfr:n.-m sort of rw over the

e wiha live with. i, Polycestic
Dwarlen Syndrome [PCO5], a Jsorder that
affects 170 million women worldwide. has
bern rechristened. 11's pow called Polyendo-
| it Mbetabiolic Orvarian Symdnemne {PRCE).
The proponents [global mpers and patient
advocanes] of re-namimg argue the change was
| necesiary hissaiiee Che old name
encoiirsged & narrew forus on ova-
| Ties, leaving other irporian health
coomequunces insifliciently recog
| nised and addressed
| FOOS imdeed axtends beyand
[ reprodduction, insulin
resiztance, bypertension, o B,
dyslipifarmis, atkerosclerasls, sleep
lmuua. : mnm'ns.‘r;“i'
; Eh resslon; 1 r. thess
e e
| larand pychoiogica risk
Tiw metasalic and wﬁmﬂﬁﬂ dimes-
sions of FOOS have lomg been see oy
and reprreducve riredin-
features Dave exised for years, mosl
recenthy mpedated in 2053, The ho l:l1|:I.ﬂ|.
| fesming MAy ncourage wider ad
The Teorwver well Iun:ndnmd.
creates oeee problems — imposng uniformity
on & cvmdition deflned by wirlicion, aed ivit-

Ruma
Satwik

"Medicines, and not justWE
- renaming, heals disease

larm. FUOES i a0
s thad fo g muwd:umlud.lq-
niosts. Jupamesse ke Chinsse eriberin ilsr
froom the Ieternational Conseroms Gakielineg
and, in many wavs, lrom each ofher, These
reflece the inMueree of & .
Mnt ared mululun-wm
prodihes on B the Spndromas e sents, S
200, the Interzatiomally @ Betnerdam
erileria bave defined FOOS by the presenos
noyy oo ol thre festomes ular
perisds,  tppically  delayed or
unpredictable exoess fackal or
halr and acee in & mali-pargm
distribu dirg ared polyoystic esries on
ulerasound
Mefiher the Hotierdam crieria mar
any maper el guldeline
requines mesabolss prdzome, or
— yvem Emselin reslscance, for a POOS
dlegnosis. Clinkslans Bave la
recugnised that metabolic drsfunciion
charncrerizas some, but by no means all.
wemen with the condiilon, This mekes che
"M in PR 1 and pessibly & dster-
lisim at the cenire of
r_u..d-,-lrmlllnn e new name risks rendening
etz bodical by Bealthy women with POCS con:
cepl Invisible, Dape o the populks-
fion |. women withoul I'EI.I'I:II'I.H:I-
e
nosed Chss
assaciated with uhl:‘-ﬂl'!f thoogh krimssss

Ing un

olfers b abialine e
Lty e o nEinie § sshgmmrial pro-
prartsi ol (s dkgn ibed wigh FOOE. Shaigh
ihie progoiio series chasbdernly T=rwosn
pnp.l.p:ln-ql. I;I,Inl 2 WAl chreshold of lizm
e 5 kﬁ'rn by accrrird Bee Bearly 7% of
s in ared Chi, asaufd 5% In
[mdia and ﬂm ATFE in weslem pegulacisns.
et leanness s noca simple cabegory. Indian=
have a tendency e arcummulabe viseerad Tud at
livwwr ey wsighita, meeasing thavt even a Hidl
of 35 may conceal a degree of metabolicand
rardiovastular risk
This pattern is Jess common kn western
populations,. where BMI corfdames mens
willy oserall T dEstrfbomon. &
walst-hip ratie Is more informative thas
wmghi slane, Ameng kein woveen with PODE
romzhiy halll siore &t predomisantly arcusnd
the lips and thighs, while the remalmder
wocmmilake |t opnerally proursd the abdomiral
orgere These iendencies arise from & com-
plex srderplay of penetis, IBEraubering and
Einan menml
efvorsairy weith e remata] Toem (007008 wst-
hip ratio] of lesm PLTES brpically lsck insufin
reshmane and are 0ol il Increased sk of dia-
betes, hyeabimbon, cardiorscilar disease or
stroke The gynoed patbers of G distribuon
et in muliple celebeities wibo have Bl of

PCOS IS 50 HETEROGENEDUS
THAT NO GLOBAL
CONSENSLS EXISTS ON IS
IRAGNOSIS, JAPANESE AND
CHINESE CRITERIA DIFFER
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL
CONSENSLUS GUIDELINES

living with POOS means thax che B i sway
dram “he wlomaral nr‘uu.. lrm
I.I.g_rulubn'ﬂn: :;:-
gEralng FOOG, T ham-.u-
Mmhnhﬂhm:'w
and hyperaniiTogenle sympteav
I1.I.I:I'I|E' rh-ln:-l:m:ur'm'l:hl.l Unmnl.u.l:Tu:mr h
r-l ridative, mreeimalbeall ey
05 exinle
l.1udrm abusdance has supenamposed a
fifestyle dissrdir upes o reproductive
hesmnanal one. The therafore risks
making POOE appear breader and more
imrinsically jtsslogieal than it i imp
disrmse mechanisms beyond h
distarbance anl sbeaiy,

W ght gain, viscenal adiposiny, mhu.uﬁ'
Iiving and chromsc caloric excess are ihd nsa
Forces shaping menvholic risks penods i [
time. Many of ibe non-regrodective manifes-
Eabmeng asmacoled with POOS are not
expressions of the ssndrome (self but
tiang ol the wiler glusicy-indhicang envinea-
mena inwhich li occurs

Traditienally, this vartation has heen
acknoawisdged by distinguis hing berrwesn kean
anid ohese POOE, s bertiane with an
without the metnbolic syndrome. because
Funire TSk 1s e bedded In those SffsTences
Thee merw mame risks Implying thad membalic
dyshunetssn s direetly Trom PO0DS ol
brcabing disense risk within an immoiable
pashology cather than the infience of 1ifes-
Eylie, T tepmesfer sespensibilicy for metabolic

pmdrome from Diespde in h.i:lEn:-n danges:
0L Misoauvre, W ocourages the coasforting
belie| that nothing much cen be done, and

therehi malkos doing seamihing B bes Hidy, |

B Sstwik bo Delbi-dased grvascalagin

sl cgreand H:M
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Editorial

| e than 4 cenhery after the frsr
fubssmulreis vaceine was inmodisosd.
M-:houma is struggling to contral ome
of it abden dbseases. Tulbwe neulosiz

(TH} continiars o kill sore people ansually than
amy other infectious disease, sErpassing even the
COVID- pandemad ot it peak. Yer, thine & sl
ro effective vaocine for wlaliscents and adkghs,
Onoce exposid o Mycobactrmum wbemeulons,
individisals may get infiected and remain
asympnmatic fof years. Others develop
stsbelinical disease, shaowing mingmal or s
symproms widle harbouring infection. A skbae
progresses o activie TH, which may manifest as
pulmanary TH ('TH) - the sbectious farm tha)
difves transmission - or as extrepulmoemsry TH
(EFTE], whach affeces orgars beyond the lungs
tﬂuhmdﬂmm,mdﬂmﬂ

N one-sire-fits-all vaceine
Wik :l.rJJ diversty in diseas iy,
Expecting a singe “ane-shit ™ vaocing w prevent
i A e T
pedd gl disappairmment in

T vaccine dievelopment especially since mos:
previus trils kene Ecused primariby an

Meanwhile, the burden remains immense. in
marry bowe and middie-lnoome counmres, TS

ML — 2l Ehre=bold for ellmination - will
regpere semined ¢ 3or end enonmous pubdc
heahh Invesinsera. Faor India, which carries one
of the wurld's highest T burdens, the challenge

s sysiemic.

India’s gnal of #ltmieating TH is ambichoos and
necezzary. Bot achieving it will Tequise & holistic
spproach wewards all forms of dissase and all ago
gronges moving beyrond the search for a perfiect
stfution and embiracing & kyversd. pragmatic
WL As tools are discovenad gnd Lesied,
di=cimions will neisd g0 be made on thelr
deplyment.

g, socbeirg ol o g
subelinkzl TE, can halp idestify individusle a
risk earker, Thee second is prevershve theragry,
ensuring that chose with latent infection recere
irearmeng befire o acTive diseie,
The: third - argaibdy the mostcomplex - s
varcranisn, However, access 10 disinostics and
dewwmmhng
I U A Eige oreicl pilar.
PO i oA O T St
ur
A Mheilical Kassaimich (HOMBL pivige such: sn a
TP LAt Gl oton T shined b |y
and ieralving move tham 2,780 fousshold

M by and lmmrorves
developes by Cat, i 2 real-wurld, high-risk
Population aged six yews and above, induding

F T s
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Mew Indian
vaccine trial dacs
ahinw meeaningful
probection
st
SALrapulmonary
TE

e e o
| targered

| vacclnaion
| alnngside

Imdividuals with comorkidises and
indection stat closoy refecting rea e

Eﬂ;l:llﬂl}ru.

& trial repied efficacy of VEMINOZ ind
Imrmvac s 0% efficrcy of VPMICHTD against
extrapulmoeary TH {statistically ggnificant;
S5 efficacy of VIMIONZ i chidren aged £-M
years agalesr all TH{PFTH and EFTE); More than
Eﬂﬁ.!mftyﬂhunumuﬁmll EFTH in
lﬂ‘:l_:h'en e G0 yesrs, more than 605 sfeacy
Bt Nifegression o disease among those
developing [stent infecton during Iﬁlwuﬂm}d
areerall 2L4%, efficacy of VEME2 against all T8
(Referunce: Subbo Sarkas, Consultant
Interventon Pulmonciogsst from Liskedin.
These are not orivdal findings.

Exrrapadmorary TH i the hidden banden of
the epademic, farder (o dizgnoss, fregquenthy
missid, and associted with significans rosbding
aiid mortaling. A reduction of over 500% m such
i fepresenis & measiegfid clinical and pubdc
Erabth Impaer, inchdiog reduced healib-came
oo and patient suffering.

The: dats ik highfight a strong signal in
schaonl-igge chaldren and , whizng
#fbcacy exceaded 6% which i mn add-on benefs
af wsesinmion i this age group. This s
particalarky refewane becase Inia arrenty has
B structunsd T viccinabion siratsgy beyond
Infancy. If confrmed, this could ogen the doar s
a bonster dose TE peoventian stralegy

Mingxd] foar nistritonal suppeert :
Another inepomant piece of eddence generaned
from sudy s the role of mutriton, Reduced
ﬁﬁ was cheorved I individuzls with Jow
mzs indes (T, underscoring che peed
Boe: nuiritional support for vacies 1o work
in underraisrished m combert of

Proes a programsalic stand poin, VEMEH
offiers additional sdeardages. It b g si
vacome based an a medifed BOG
making it aperativnally senpler than mulb-dose,
adjuvanied waocines in development. fn g
oty of frcka's scale, Ingssical simplciry i a
dmﬂnw;;uwn:uwfmh:
Esanifactured a sedle and coss effectively.
 TH largely 2 disease of low and middlp
meome countries {LMIC) and thelr governmenss
i it proactively, Walting for expansive
solutices diviloped elsewhing s peither
practical nor semaialie. LSOCs canno afford o
Wl for 3 eflver bulles, hecgigs thers is no
ooe-sto solurkn for TH, especially when there
ana résidis from a Phase I sal conducied b an
Ineclian pepeibation wcross all ige groups (sl yeses

and aborvsd ond agalnst all forms of TS,
TR wrud EFFTH. 8 o i b nossd i M:.Ehh:ﬂE

waccine erlal sill b bas studied officacy agairst
EFTH and nore of the currently angolng trials
worlcwide has included EPTH as the effcacy

| stronger public | epdpoing

i health seralegies

India hss ninvigated slmiler public health

India needs innovative strategies to eliminate TB

Aecicians helnre Trueat was the first ‘make in
Indiw Molcoskr test approsed and adepted by
the Naclanal TB Elisination Programme before s
Wldmﬂfﬂmm

i

iy |

During the COVID-1 pandemic, Bharat
pictech's Covaxin was inftialiy approwed in
=pilpdcal erial macde” bo enalbile early acoess whils
ackiional data conlifsed 10 accumulase. Thas
dhacsistiom ws driven nod By n, bt by
urgemcy arsd i hielped secslersce pralection ata
aritical Gme.

mclia has also demonstrated this approach
with indigenous rotavinus vaocines, which were
introdhiced despite modesr aficacy and wide
confidence nfervale, Since then, they have
hedped reduce severe dissase and child monafy
an have been incorperated inan the oagonal
immesnisacian peogramme (Bhancid & al, The
Lancet, 2044),

A smarter TH strategy
TE k&, I many ways, a slow-m pandemdic.
Vet it Mas not always been mel rhie same

wrgency in pelicy actan. The policy question,
thesefore, is how innowations, inchidirg
munfirasedy #fficrive mocines such & VMO
ard Immuswac, can be invelligen ty integrated inm
thi TR elienination programme, Targeled use
among household concacts, deploymend in
scnanlage chiklren, ard alignment with nuiriton
el prevemmive therapy programimes coukd

lead ba a form a more efecthe TR
control framewnl. & combination al vaccines
effective across different indications and age
grcaups may be neded 1o have an mpact,

?ﬂdli'sﬁlﬂlal.lu#uiuﬂ:emmhem'ndhj
Immmunuﬂ.]!ﬁuﬂﬂ“ﬂéﬂ
L aof early desection, prevertive
reatmest, trgebed vacrinatiin agairss boch
pulmodary and extrapiudmonany TR, case-lesed
climical manapement., mitrtonal
supplementation, and sustained public beakh
l-lT'l'I!'ﬂ'_ml?I'lIﬁH

e P )
progress mdefinicely, especially E::Tu-u]
eeher than the PreVenTB trial bhas evalused
nﬂurﬁ:aﬁ'mﬁmmm and
exirapuilmonary TE in indhvicdusls six
and m.mm.mp{nymgﬁmam
revhice severy disease, particulary EFTE, cin
debeer Immediane and tangihle berssiies.

The PreVenTB triad trial is comprehessive,
ﬂ*ﬁpdiﬂnﬂ]mnﬁxuﬂ,uﬂnﬁga
rmeaningfisl signal - pertiaps @ Eght at the end of
the tumned in TH vaccine development. Ghen the
urgency & e challeng and che limived deme o
Gcl, W s Socus an solumons fuf ane geaiahls
ol aned Suppooed by Pl evidenss of
efficacy againe: boch T8 and EFTE in individals
aged st years and dbove mniler realk-world
conditions, riher than walt indefinitely i the
hope that becler options may emerge in the
Funare — an oo that i far from ceran,
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Can schemeto
replace NCR’s old
trucks and buseg
curb pollution?

INEkhil Ghanglar
e Dt Nime 5

THEUNION Cabinet W approved atw
clean mm"""“*"‘““—*ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂrpﬂlmmnInlil'?nf:.jrﬂh,,
Hnuﬂmlr-l-pltullf-dnn THCRE Thie g e wil) Incenpy.
Ise the replacement of sider trucks and buseswith
“mlrﬂl"” e o pdinng with B5-VTor bigher TErTH,
Rs hmahﬂ-‘#ﬁtaﬂe.u.ulnftmlmlm standars oy

Clean maobiliry

Dethi-NCR suffers from extreme sis pollution. 1ts
deminant sources m'lhummwtmnc-r.dur.mmﬂf
trial palhstion and biamiass burning, Thess souroes ane
bath local ns well as regiona), Their shase, though, wirjss

Bt o the beason, as metesralogical fctors play
A crucial rode in saturaticn or dispersal of palhitants.

Wehicular emissions remain akey concern, Delhj-
MER has  large vehicle fleet {2.98 crorel which is grow
31 7% per annum, atcarding to gevernment dara, Thig
PEar, a meta-analysis of multiple smission source appog.
Uonment srudies from 3005 and 2000k a raielaf air
Quality experts attribuoted 33% ol winer P25 pallisting
And 19% of summer PML.S emissions tothe Cranspor se.
far. This expert panel wis lasked by the Commmdss on far
Alr Quality Management {CAQM in Delhl-MCRED Aty
reasong behind the worsening of alr quabity inthe regiog.

Oneafthe most important stiudies ansaisrce appostion.
meenit hocs been the August B8 study by The Ensgy and
Resources Institute snd The Automotive Besearch Assaci-
ation of India, which found that the transpor sectar
sccoiiled for 40% of Ol and 63% ol HO% emissons o

" Datihi-NCR. Morecver. withinthe transport secoe. trucks
il bt accouns foor 3% of PML5 emisdons — O par-
Heles that enter the the lungs and the bloodstream. causing
Fespiratony & cardlovascular allments.

Even as Ltheshare afinicks and buses sompliant with
older emnisslon nomeds B only 3% of the (oal flee, thelr
emiasion load i disproportionane tothelrsuock, B s sit-
Deated that one pre-BS marros hemvy-dury vehicles polliotes
g much.as 14 mesaf the moderm, BS-VI comgilant
vehicles. The governmens note on the Cabiipet decision
Slated that even 3 BE-1Y vehicls omits 2.7 times menethan
Ies BS-V1 countespart, making the transitlon tocleaner
tﬂ:ﬂhﬂiﬂm'mlmmﬂmﬂemnmdmeﬂrm{hﬁﬂn.

Emission potential and velicle stock

Accopding to CAQM data from December 3025, grods
wehicles accounted for 4.1% (1180 kakh) of the reglan’s Lag-
crore flee xeon August il 2025, Buses sccount foranly
Out% of the 288 crove Meet inthe reglon. Of these Lo takh
buses, only 34, 44% are compliant with BS V1 norms while
1.26,54% [l inthe pre-B5 to BS-TV-compiant calegary.

Lasi year, CADQM submitted tothe Supreme Coun thai
even though a vehicle might be Arotherwise, Irwald
Sl e emltidng pall wiamts as per s B3 standard, whick
are oubdated. The CAGM-constliuced panel of adrqualicy
eaperts hod neded dn thelr repor than elder vehicles, par-
taalarly those operal Ing beyond thebr regulatery 1| e, -
hdibit higher emission Intensiy dse 1o englne deterinre-
Hon and comjrandss] emdsslon conLrol perfarmance

'y
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enumeration drive

Bﬁf BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

: While82% of the census houselistin ework is
mﬂﬂ: E:{)dmplete in the capital, the enumerators are deg.
ling with a different challenge: reluctance on part of ey
tain sections — migrants, occupants of m?ﬂ'%tlwﬁ;iﬂ,
settlements and owners of residential buildifgs iak
multiple rented units — to enumerate due to I:[I‘Eﬂﬂﬂmn_
ved notions and misplaced fears about the individual
susdata beingused to penalise them, REEET |- 4

As perthe Census Act, 1948, individual data collected
ring the census is kept strictly confidential and only the 28-
gregated data at various administrative levels is made pub-

ic. This allows people to record their housing and individu-
al data freely and correctly, reassured that it will not be sha.
red with any law enforcement agency or regulatory body

Officials told TOI that the refusal of certain sections to
be enumerated cut across districts/areas. A senior CENnsus
functionary said this was “due to half-baked understanding
of censusrules and procedures, which we are trying to cor-
rect through awareness activities like nukkad natak (skits)
and dialogue with involvement of the district administra-
tion and community léaders”.

The official said some migrants were unwilling to be
enumerated in the aftermath of the special intensive reyi-
sion that saw nearly b.2crore deletions in Phase2. Sincema-
nyretain Aadhaar and name in the electoral roll in theirna-
tive place or may have settled in Delhi'sauthorised colonies,
they are reluctant to enumerate, fearing they will lose their
documentation from their home state and also face action

Another challenge for enumerators is entering large
residential complexes where the owner resides with seo-
res of tenants occupying other rooms. " Fearing scrutiny,
the owner insists on the entire buflding being recorded as
asingle household com prisingonly his immediate family,
Enumerators are not given access to pther rénted rooms
and sometimes threatened,” an officer said. “
ses, we have had the district ]
defence volunteers to accom
fety,” the officer added
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(MCD says

67 categories,

Vibha Sharmadtimesofindia.com

Mew Delhi: Municipal Corporation of
Dielhi (MCD) has issued an order deregula-
ting health trade licences for 67 of the97ca-
tegories amid a blame game over the Hauz
Bani bed and hregkiast fire,

Thelicence or regisiration document
issued by Food Safety and Standards Aut-
hority of India (F3SAT) will be treated as
g health trade licence for thase 67 catego-
ries of businesses,

Among the beneficiaries are tea and
snack stalls that cannot have seating, a
catepory under which a licence was issu-
ed o the Hauz Ranl establishment. The
B&B allepedly ran a sit-down restaurant-
like operation from there,

MCD called the deregulation move an
initiative to boost the ease of doing busi-
ness. It clarified that restaurants will no
longer be reguired to obtain a separate
health trade licence from the civic body

“We currently have aroand 13,000 Ii-
cences on record. Dersgulation will ef-

fectively widen thelicensing net becausa
food businesses in both conforming and
non-conforming areas will now be cove-
red through FSSAI licences, which was
not the ease earlier,” theofficial said.

*Under Sections417, 420 and 421 of the
DMC Act, 1957, F55Alregistration/licen-
ce shall henceforth be treated as a dee-
med health trade licence for food busi-
nesses. However, licensees must comply
with fire safety pollutlon control and
other statutory norms prescribed by
MCD and other govi agencies and obtain
all requisite clearances. The responsibi-
lity for ensuring safety will rest entirely
with thelicenses,” the order states.

The order comes over a year after the
previous lieatenant governor announ-
ced the decision to simplify licensing re-
quirements. Sources said the delay was
causad by internal deliberations over the
categories that should be exempted from
MCD licensing.

“Ttwasonly after obtaining theantici-
patory approval from the deliberative

= . ——

NS SRR IRl R AR R

only FSSAI nod needed foL,
not health trade licence

ETET e

wing that the order wﬁ l];s;;ﬂ" gald an
ficial familiar with the . .
s An MCD official said: “The deemedt nlLl
cence provision will alsa not preven B 4
agencies from taking action againstuna
horised construction. We will anyway con-

ith risk-based assessment.”
m?xﬁ?—t:s::mwn {par the situation

m vmrsen-"htatimeufhﬂﬂ“ﬂd“ﬁmd
vtﬂatium are being reported despite
MEDissumglimncesmdmnduﬁﬂﬂ_ﬂm-
spections, relying solely on FS3AI licen-
ces may further complicate enforee-
ment,” sald an expert.

A senior M{FJD official told TOI
that the order has heen issued recently
and the transition process is under way
“The portal has been discontinued
for fresh applications and renewals
Modifications are being made to redi-
rect-applicants to the FSSAI portal”
theofficial said.

However, TOI found the portal opera-
tional on Friday Officials later said the

+C

[ransition process may take atl&astlﬁdays&
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Regulator;, Cos Discuss Price
Hike for Some Cancer Drugs

Teena Thacker & Vikas Dandekar

New Delhi | Mumbai: The country’s
drug pricing watchdogmay approvea
price increase for formulations of
platinum-based cancer drugs such as
carboplatin, cisplatin and oxalipla-
tin, people familiar with the matter
told ET.

Platinum-based drugs are used to
treat various types of cancer, inclu-
ding head and neck, breast, and gast-
rointestinal cancers.

Inthis regard, the National Pharma-
ceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)
held a meeting on June 4 with repre-
sentatives from leading drug makers,
including Pfizer, Fresenius, Zydus Li-

fesciences and Hetero, The people ci-
ted earlier said that senior executives
from cancer hospitals, including Tata
Memorial, also attended the meeting.

ET had reported in April about the
looming possibility of disruption in
production and shortage of such me-
dicines due to the sharp increase in
raw material prices.

The industry had sought a 50% in-
crease in the prices of the threedrugs.
The ceiling price for carboplatin is
currently 26110 per 10 mg/ml vial. For
cisplatin, it ranges from T70to 7300 per
vial, based on thedrug strength.

Following the report, the NPPA
had directed the leading manufactu-
rers of the drugs to furnish additio-
nal data, including the price escala-
tion in raw materials over the last fi-

TR

s = 0 a TwYF -

Dose of Reality

(g | B
re
@]
50%

AP1 cost escalation
Price hike

demanded
by the
pharma
industry for
the three
lifesaver
drugs

Ri&id price caps
trigger Qun'-esﬂc

ve years, duly certified by auditors.

Sources said the industry informed
the government that raw material
costs have shot up by more than 100%
in the last six months.

They said there is no visibility on
procurement and availability of acti-
ve pharmaceutical ingredients
(APTs), as the final cost of medicines
has not been increased by the NPPA,
though the industry has been raising
the issue since February For instan-
ce, the price of carboplatin 10mg/ml
in 2016 was ?49.38, and the same in
April 2026 was 760.48.
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