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UP,doctor

| Manish Sahu

- Lucknow, Junel

A 3A-YEAR- DLDM?HAWMM'T
died duringchildbirth ataprivate
hospital in Uttar Pradesh’s
Sonbhadra district, with her
family alleging that the doctor
and his team abandoned the
waornan in the operation theatTe,
with herstomach Jeft unstitched
afterthe C-section, and fed.
Police said they have booked

| DrNaseem Ahmad, who alleg:

edly performed the surgery, and

| members of his medical team,

under BNS sections 105 {culp-
able homicide not amounting 1o
murder} and 318 {cheating) at
Kon police station, Police have
also invoked Section 34 of Na-
tional Medical Commission At
2019. Police said on Monday. 2
murse, Salma, and a helper were
arrested in connection with the

! case. Police have also annouriced
| o peward of s 25000 for Naseem

ancl Bs 10,000 for Salme, & murse,
anofficer said.

Harsh Pandey, Circle Officer,
sonbhadra, said police teams
are conducting raidsto amest the
accused, He said the hospital has
been sealed, adding that police
are gathering records and other
details about the facility fromthe
health departinent.

According to police, the
woman's husband, Dev Na-
rayan, alleged in his complaint
that Seema Went into labor on
the night of May 24, Concerned
ahaut her condition, he rushed

ary | her to a government-run Pri-
ox- | mar}’HeﬁllhE-Elee[PHE}hu.t
et | found no doctor on duty.

book

ent wasan Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wife (ANM), who examined
geema and administered some
medicines. The ANM reportedly
mﬂmelanﬂh’ﬂmsemﬁ'smrr

delivery ap ,
Narayan, in his complaint,

said the ANM advised him togo
1oa private hospital in the Kon
area. claiming she knew the doc-
vors there and better treatment
could be arranged. She then

catlbed a govermument
gl referred the patient to the &

jts condition as the Infrastruc-
e and medical arrangements
appeared inadequate. Narayan
claimed he expressed his con-
comn tothe hospital staff, but was
ignored. Police said Narayan
clairned Dr Nassem Ahmad and
his team irsisted oncamying out
the procedure and took his wife
into the OT, where they per-
formed a C-section and a baby
boy was delivered. The husband
further claimed Seema's condi-
tion rapldly deteriorated but the
doctor failed to provide post-op-
erative care. “Dr Maseem and his
team abandoned her, leaving
her abdomen unstitched, and
fed. As a result, my wife died,”
he alleged in the complaint.
Speaking to The Indlan Ex-
press, Narayan, a farmer,
claimed only three people were
present at the hospital —aman
whao identified himselfas adoc-
ror and two women who said

they were nurses. 5
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nears maternal m
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THE TIMES OF (g4

I8, Mgy =
TUESDY, et B
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ity

goal, but progress slows

MMR is down sha

shows a near-

Big Fall Over 15

Years,

Then A Near-Stop
MMR, 2007-09 to 2022-24

212

200708

Berru Magaragan
mﬂﬁm‘m

nifia's  maternal
mortality ratio —
e number of ms-
ternal deaths per
100,004 Tiwe births
~ has improved by Just
e podnt, from 80 in
L 16 BT in 20024,
according to the lates
Sample  Rephairalion
System (SRS) bulletin,
The national stagna.
tion hides  sharp divor.
gonce, with same states

appeared an coUrse o
reach the Sustainable
Dewelopment Goal tar-
get of 70 by 2EH.
Boveral sfmiee  IB-
ciuding Odisha, Assam,
Chhattlsgarh, Punjsh
and Telangana, have re-
duced MMR by 11 o 29
points. Bikar asd Mad-
hya Pradesh, both high-
hirth sietes, alse im-
proved, Tamil Nada and
West Hengal cur MMRE
by 10 podnls each. B
1r saorre high-lerrblity or
high-population staess,

rply over two decades, but the latest data
stall and widening state-level contrasts

UP now has |
highest MMR uﬁi
nearly twice the
nﬂhnnalavmge

ﬁ

nearly twice the Natiey
&l &verage, |
AMONE ne
China, Sri Lmi.ﬂ"ﬁ
Bhutan am well shegy
ter than Bangloge)
Mepal, Pakistan gy |
Myanmar, hut remayy
behind several spyp

L) 167 improving while others  inciuding Uttar Pradesh  east  Asian  counirig
warsened and Jharkhand, MME  such as Malaysia Thy |
2011-13 Before this  clow  worsomsd.,  Jharkhand  land and Vielnam The
down. India had cul saw the biggest in  global AVETIED remairs
MMR from 212 in 2007 cromse,  followed by muwch higher bevsng o
Bﬂ 0910 B8 in 3 UP and Guofarad, Utar extremely high maies
. 122 2. and  Pradeshnow hasIndias  nal moriality in partsef |
2014-18 highest MMR at 154, subSaharan Afrio,
15-17 113 E}r
mes 103
Some States Improved, s 97 qj""--c——(;;_.r"’””
Others Slipped Back R e 88 o |
2028 .
R - - LN il
indla 87 [ a ] — 2 i
Gdsha FIEEGIED | India Beats Most Neighbours,
Assam s mw| xmaw  Trails China Badly
Chhattisgarh 4| 146 -2 Ching
Pungah T % AN B St Lanka
Telangana 4@ # 11 i Maldives
Tamil Nadu L 10l i Bhutan
west Bengal Mi M -0l Sangladesh
Blhar 2 lod "'H. - H.m,.] .'-; H f
Madhya Pradesh 5] W N B Pakistan | e |
Kerala L <N = wanmer [T Sadd - LiRSERgs M
Other states B B 1) B = '
Rajasthan | 8 T THEGLOBALGAP
arashira | % 1
Mahar e From 1 To Nearly 1,000 |
_E-I]_ |“1m N S ma S H!
“ H. 5 e Tael. —— _“I'Et! -
Haryana 5 T E— HIJFWJ}' ) i i Im
M_FE ] E__ Poland  § S0uth Syean B
Arvdbra Pragesh e * -k hustralia 3 U 4 Liberia 6
Uttas Pradesh e | o Japan 3 5. & K Soaaty ¥
Gujarat L4 B owedn 4 \ [N s
“arkhand g2 ® Gormany 4
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Time-bound action

| Air Quality

Um Nionday, the Cily recoraed

MIUUET Gl bl Le AL

plan key in fighting
Delhi pollution: LG

Aaditya Khatwanl

aaditya khatwanl@hindusta ntimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant governor
Taranjit Singh Sandhu on Mon-
day emphasised the need for
improved inter-agency coordina-
tion and a ime-bound roadmap
to effectively curb air pollution
in Delhi and the National Capital
Region (NCR).

At a meeting with the chair-
person of the Commission for

Management
(CAQM) on Monday, Sandhu
also reviewed anti-pollution
measures leading up to winter.
He emphasised that air pollution
is a regional challenge which
requires regional solutions,
stressing the need for coordi-
nated action to tackle the same.

The LG said road dust, vehicu-
lar ernissions, biomass burning,
and industrial pollution are

among the major contributors to

air pollution in Delhi-NCR.
“Beyond smoke and exhaust
emissions, road dust remains a
critical yet often underestimated
source of Delhi's pollution. Con-
tributing significantly to PMI10
and PM2.5 levels, dust particles
remain suspended in the atmos-
phere, deteriorating air quality
and posing serious health risks.
Effective dust mitigation must

form the backbone of Delhi's
clean-air strategy, particularly in
the run-up to the winter months,
and time-bound interventions
aimed at achieving substantially
dust-free roads are needed
across the Capital.”

The LG also added that con-
rrolling dust pollution is achieva-
ble, as it is largely monitored by
agencies within the Capital. He
called for sufficient Mechanical
Road Sweeping Machines
(MSRMs) to be deployed, all
roads to be repaired, and the
immediate disposal of silt from
drains during their cleaning.

The meeting also saw discus-
sion on expanding MSRM cover-
age, strengthening route moni-
toring, increasing plantation
along road medians, and ensur-
ing the dust-control infrastruc-
ture is used efficiently.

sandhu also stressed the need
to accelerate transition towards
electric vehicles. He added that
industrial emissions across the
NCR need to be monitored, and
that sustained efforts are
required from surrounding

regions in addressing farm fires.

The meeting included discus- .

sion on the need for increased
coordination among CAQM,

MCD, FPWD, DDA, NDMC, "

1&FCD and other stakahu]derﬁ;
!
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India needs a new
economic strategy
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SC Refuses Computer-Based
Test for NEET Re-Examination

You know what kind of
problems we are having.
Exam was cancelled, it
is being reconducted:
Justice Narasimha

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Monday refused todirect NTA tocon-
duct re-test of the NEET-UG 2028,
scheduled onJune 21, through a com-
puter-based test mode instead of the
existing pen-and-paper format.
Refusing to intervene, a vacation
bench of justices PS Naraslmha
and Aravind Kumar deferred the
matter to July The development
took place during the hearing of a
plea filed by RJD MP Sudhakar
Singh, seeking various reliefs in
relation tothe NEET exam.
The petitioner's counsel on Mon-

the bench said it would
take up the matter for
hearing after wvaca-
tion. The current
plea was filed after
the cancellation of

daysubmitted thathe was pressing
foronly the prayer seeking the con-
duct of the re-examination in CBT
mode. However, justice Narasim-
ha, speaking for the bench, observ-

ed that the court had already dis-
missed similar pleas in the past. mﬂ“ the NEET-UG 2026
The counsel contended that the au-  Spterthe exam held on May 3
thorities were proceeding with the capcettation due to widespread
examination process on a physical of NEET-UG  Paper leak. The plea
basis for the re-test on June 2. The 2026dveto sought sweeping re-
bench, however, pointed to the prac-  widespread  forms in the conduct
tical difficultiesfaced by theexamin- paperleak of the NEET-UG, in-

cludinga direction to
conduct the examination through
a CBT mode instead of the exist-
ing pen-and-paper format.

ation authorities. Justice Narasim-
ha remarked that there was "no
guestion” of granting such re-
lief at this stage. The 5C

judge said the authorities The petitioner also sought
werealready dealing with a time-bound roadmap for
significant challenges. transitioning NEET-UG to

“You know what kind of a fully computer-based ex-
problems we are hav- am system, including
ing. The examination details of infrastruc
was cancelled, it is be- turedevelopment, exam:-
i reconducted,” ination centres, cyber-
Justice Narasimha spcurity safeguards
orally remarked. and measures (o en-

aure accessibility for

Refusing to  inter-
candidates.

vene at this juncture,
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INTAS-SUN PHARMA DISPUTE

HC Allows Intas to Sell
Cancer Drug Bevatas

Iindv Bhan

New Delhi: The division bench of the Del.
hi High Court has allowed Ahmedabad-ba-
sed Intas Pharmaceuticals to make and
sell its anti-cancer drug under the name
Bevatas rejecting objections from Sun
FPharma Laboratories, which markets its
drue under the name Bevetex,

Setting aside its single judge ardor that
barred Intas Pharmaceuticals from sel-
ling its cancer medication under the name
Bevatas for being similar to Sun Pharma's
Bevetex, a division bench (DB) of Justices
Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora and V Ka-
meswar Rao sald that the two drugs sold
under the marks Bevatas and Bevetex, tho-

ugh broadly falling within the category
of antl-cancer pharmaceutical prepa-
rationg, are distinet and dissimilar in
composition, therapeutic purpese,
indication, dosageand mode of adml-
nistration, and are admittedly not
therapeutic substitutes of each
other The two drugs are, there-
fore, not identical goods or
even closely similar goods, it
held.
The court held that the
preflx ‘Bev' and ‘Bova'are

=
Thecourtheld . ;o jurls'forantl-can.

that the prefix

‘Bev' and cer drugs containing the

B e mnIer:u_Eu ‘Bevaelzumab',
“The rival marks, when

‘publici jurls'
comparead as a whole, are
for anti-cancer neither visually, structu-

drugs i
containing the rally nor phonetically si-
mm:‘ milar and thus Intas'

mark doas not constitute

- infringement of Sun
Pharma's registered trademark. The suit
filed by Sun Pharma was not in public in-
terest and was pursued solely to protect its
commercial interest in its mark ‘Bevetex,'
the judgmentstated, adding that thesingle
judgefailed tocarryoutan evidence-based
assessmant of Sun Pharma Laboratories'
allegation of deceptive similarity and lik-
;etihm:ld of confusion on part of the publie,
tsald,
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Unseasanal rain, hailstorms and heatwaves durng April-May

adversely impacted fruit crops across the country, From
Bihar to Maharashtra, TON visits orchards to assess

the extent of -:hmage- and its econontic cost
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s “Malaysia bans social
OV media accounts

oo for children der 16

Lear- ! Kuala Lumpur: Malaysiaon %

any 5 Mm&ay began enforcing ru-
ings : les barring millions of child-
at is : Ten younger than 16 from ha-
: ving social media accounts,
iday : joiningagrowingglobal effort
NAL : to tighten safety protections,
ility f Not all families approved, and
: critics raised concerns about
: data protection and potential
E surveillance. Social media
platt‘ﬂrms with at least 8 mil-
: lion users in Malaysia, inclu-
5 ﬂing Facebook, Instagram.
: TikTok and YouTube, must
“for © implement age-verification
ing :’ systems and block users un-
der : derl6from creating accounts,
ntal Malaysia's communica.
ind : tions and multimedia com.
Al 5 mission said age verification
url- : for existing users will be rol.
ey 5‘ led out over the next six
ald : months, Users identified as
ice. : under 16 will have a month to
ver : download or transfer data, in.
2to : cluding photos and videos, be-
: fore restrictions or other ac-
to :’ tions areapplied.

ya i Companies that fail to
ew : comply couldface penaltiesof
ri- : up to 10 million ringgit (325
ril : million). Parents whose child-
he : ren manage to bypass the law
id } willnot bepenalised. Malaysi-
ss : an govt said the measures are
1i- : aimed at protecting children
ns | from harmful content, cyber-
ti- : bullying and platform featu-
18 : resdesigned to encourage ex-

s, [ cessiveuseof media.
i Countries including
¢ Australia,Brazil and Indone-
: sia have introduced or anno-

.

b

SDcnaJ media platforms with at
least 8m users in Malaysia must
implement age-verification
systems and block users under 15
from creating accounts

unced age-based restrictinns
or requirements for child-
ren's access to social media.
Others including Britain,
France, Spain, Denmark,
Thailand and South Korea
are studving or developing
similar approaches,

Malaysia's regulator said
the rules are not intended to
prevent children from acees.
sing digital technology Plat-
formsare required to improve
user safety, discourage exces-
sive use and take action aga-
inst underage accounts and
harmful content. Technology
companies have yvet to descri-
be how they will comply.

Clara Koh, Meta's director
of public policy for Southeast
Asia, hascautioned that Mala-
ysia's underd6 ban could
backfire by driving teenagers
away from protected apps and
into unregulated corners of

the internet. e /_//



