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'Indian researchers
solve an old puzzle
—inchemistry

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

T atw EARvedS

—

Amitabh Sinha
Mew Dethi, Moy 25

RESEARCHERS AT IT Macdras
and Indian Institute of Science,
Bengalury, have achleved a

| major chemistry breakthrough

5 |

by synthesizing a new carbon-
free molecule that copies the un-
usual ‘sandwich' strucnure of the
Farnous carbon-containing fer-
rocene molecule, sobving a prob-
lem that had challenged scief-

| tists for over seven decades.

early 1950z, is a widely used
compound in a variety of mod-
ern technologies, whose unique
gtructire — an pon atom “sand-
wiched’ betwe=n two large and
flat earbon ringed-molecules =
hias attracted a lot of scientific in-
terest, It is used in medicines,
hatreries, advanced materials
and electronics. For decades,
sclentists have teled to create
similarly structured-malecules
grith elements other than car-
ke, bk could not succeed,

Carbon has aspectal place in
chemistry. There is a whole
brarch of chemistry, called or-
ganic chemistry, dedicated to
stndy of carbon and its com-
potngds, Carbon very efficiently
combines itself and other el-
ements to form very stable large
and complex molecules. Selen-
tists have been interested in
finding whether the special
structure of ferrocens was only
hecawse of the involvement of
carbon rings, or coubd other el-
ements also form similar sand-
wiched structures bDebween
themselves.

Scientists around the world
had tried different combinations
butatruly carbon-free molecule
with asimilar structure and sta-

sof iyjymmumhcﬁ{mmﬁlmd_

Mow, a group of researchers

Prof Sundargoepal Ghosh

at IIT Madras led by Sundargo-

pal Ghosh and Stutee Moha-

patra, in collaboration with Elu-

vathingal Jemmis of Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluruy,

has managed todo-exacthy that.
They have designed a new mol-
ecule which has osmium at the
centre instead of iron, sand-
wiched between two boron-
based rings, instead of carbon
rings. The structure is very simi-
lat 1o thiat of ferrooense but is en-
tirely carbon-free,

The discovery has been ne-
ported in Science journal, oneof
the world's most prestigious
seientific publications.

Right now, the discovery is
being seen mainly as an aca-
demnic breakthrough, Its poten-
tial applications arestillbeing in-
vestigated.

“It ts a fundamental break-
through of great interest. It
answers a question that scien-
tists had been Interested in for
very long. It does open new

ies for designing novel
materiaks that can have special
properties. Those possibilites
are still being explored,” Ghosh
told The Indian Express.

Initial havere
vealed that the new molecube 8
structurally stable, and the
ponding betweer oamium and
baron rings s very strong, which
could make it potentially mar¢
roliust than fermocene.
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‘A complete health check-up’:
[IT-Mdirector on CBSE probe

Students raise concerns
over OSM, Board assures
necessary action, update

Vidheasha Kuntamalla
New Defiri, May 25
A DAY alter Union Education
Minister harmendm Pradhan
announced that teams from
s would helpthe CBSE navi-
gate mounting complaints over
its new digital evaluation sys-
tern, ITT Maddras [Hrector V Ka-
makaoti said the [nstitute has
dispatched a rechnical team to
Doedhi ro investigate what went
wrong with the Board's re-
evaluation portal and to cons
duct what he deseribed as a
“complete health check-up™ of
the system.
“Todary, there wasaghoch in
the paviment. People were able
toapply, bul they were notable
o pay,” Kamakoti told The fn-
dian Expresson Monday, refer-
ring to technlcal failures stu-
dents faced while applying for
post-resubt services,
Explaining the nature ofthe
intervention, Kamakoti sald
Lhe ITT team would examine
whether the fallures stemmed
from infrastructure problems,
sofiwaare deployment issues, of
£Ven a potential cyberattack.
“We just go and do a com-
plete health check-up of the
website, and also find the root
cause analysis, what went
wrong, so that in future... they
wonbd be careful” he said, “We
will give them certain guide-
lines on how to deploy, what
sort of tests could have been
done, wasita problem with the
Internet at that point of time,
was it some other issue.”
Kamakoti added that [1T-
Madras was also looking into
whether the portal may have
faced a dendal-of-service attack,
“Maybe it's a cyberattack also,
e person on that day could
have launched s Jot of packets,
ke what you call denial of sep-

m:,—-] TETYT - 4

vice,” he said, "We'd ke to see
the logs. If there is a denial of
service, then we need o put
certain web application fire-
walls and somse routers which
will detect this and divert the
traffic.”

Accordingto Kamaked, ITT-
Madras has sent "one faculty
and one project staff” member
o work from the CBSE head-
qearters in Delhi.

The project staff member,
he zaid, would help with "dara
analytics and analysing logs”
and a faculiy member who he
described as “very senior
people” who had handled "alot
of work in this directbon”

“Technologies are changing
and unfortunately there is al-
ways &n assault on the educa-
ticn systern,” he added.

The kntervention comes
amid one of the most turbulent
resulr seasons the CBSE has
faced in recent vears after the
Board introduced a sweeping
overhaul of its Class 12 evalu-
ation system,

For the flrst time, CESE
shifted entiredy 1o an On-Screan
Marking (05M) system, replac-
ing traditional paper-based
evaluation with digital assess-
ment, Concerns over the roll-
out had surfaced months be-
fore the results were declared,
During evaluation, many
evaluators described struggling
with blurred scans, repeatad
server crashes, and answer
books disappearing from the
syslem after evaluation.

The controversy escalated
after the results were declarad
ad students, including several
who had quallfied for JEE

Main, began reporting low the-

ory marks in subjects such as '

[thysics, chemistry, mathe-
matics, accountancy and
economics. '

i 1 il

Press Trust of India
Mew Delhi, May 25

AMID GROWING complaints
over giitches and discrepancies
in the CBSE re-evalustion pro-
cuss, some Class 12 students
have alleged that the scanned
coplesoftheir answerbooks up-
loaded by the Board do not
match theirhandvriting, mising
COMNCEmS over possble arnswer-
theet mismatch in the On
Sorean Marking (053 system.
The CB5E has taken upon
"top poody” the cases related to
alleged mismatched answer
shestz and otherconcerms faced
by students in the re-evaluation
process, & source n Board said,
The assuranoess came after a
social media post of a Delhi-
based Class 12 student, Vedant,
weit vital in which he alleged
that the physics arewer sheet up-
Ioaded by the CBSEunderthe re-
evaluation process was not his,
Asthe [ssue sparked an up-
roarwith several otherstadents
also taking o social medka with
similiar claims, the CBSE said on
Monday evening that a correct
copy of his answer book has
beensent tohim and necessary
action for updating his result is
being undertaken accordingly.
"Whatever complaints are
coming, online or offline, by
any means, CRSE Is actively
taking them up,” the source
aald, asserting that the Board
remadns committed to helping
the students,
They sald senloroMicials are
continuously engaging with

students and parents toresolve
thair grievances and are "pro-
viding all possibie support (o
students”,

Referring to complaints
taised by other students, the
sources said, "Notonly one stu-
dent, but all such martters are
belng examined seriously. In
some cases, the ssues have also
been resalved.”

Vedant's post, which gar- |

nered over 25 millionviews on
X.zaid he and his family dis-

covered that the handwriting in |
the physics answer sheet pro- |

vided by CESE did not match
his cwmn,

screenshots circulating on
social media showed an email
sent on May 25 at 531 pm with
the subject line "Physics
Answer Book” from a senior
CBSE official, acknowledging
theissuwe. “Please find attached

your correct answer book for |

physics. Your result will be up-
dated based on the new marks
of physics shortly,” the email
Siated,

In its reply to Vedant on X,
CBSE said, "Thank you for

bringing your concerm regard- |

ing your Physics answer book
Lo our attention. Upon review,
the maiter hasbeen examined,
and the correct copy of your
answer book has been sent 1o
your registensd email address,

"Mecessary action for updat-
ing youur result, asapplicable, i
also being undenaken nocord-

Inghy” tadded. “We appreciate |

your patience and assure youof
our contlmped suppon.”
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What you should know
about 2-hr’ health covers

Preetl, Kullaml@ timesof| ndia com

cluteh of health insurers now
offers bap-hoar hospitalisption
covers, which are aing pliched
as markers of comprehensive
realth insucance policies.

The feature, incres ingdy commmon inpre
kit hisalth insosuasos produicts Bunched by
recent iosi s, pellects the evolwtion of medi-
el care. The procedures that once required
over Tt hospitadisation am now completed
within a fow hoaers, thanks to mindmeally inva.
sive surperhes and mpeoved ansesthesia peg
tocols that enable a faster discharge. Insirers
suchas Niva Bupa, Care Health Insurance and
Aditya Birla Health Insurance have iniro.
duced produicts with such benedits,

Eariler, health insurance policies formsed
o0 hespatalisation expenses, which is why the
H-howur pdmission was central to coverage
Subsequently insurers began covering day-

care procedures that did not reguire 24-hoar
hospitalisation “Theideabohind the two-hour
hispitalisation coverage is that all medically
NECessary procedures admissible under the
pesEey will e coverod, irmespectivest theduen.
tlon of the haspital stay,” savs Mayank
Bathwral CEC, Adibva Biria Hesalth Insuranese

According to Policybazaar, dey-cane jnd

short-duration stay claims now sceount for
neirly 0% of claims processed, The short-
drstion hosplialisaton fizature helps addreas
treatment scemarses whers hospital admission
and monitoring are medically required. even
if the sty s sharber than the tradifional 24-
hour benchmark, " This ensures that policy-
hodders are ot denied claims simply becanrss
miedical scienoe las shariened hospial stavs
Tlis faature his become particulady impor
tant in wrban India, where patients increas-
mﬂ! Pmﬁrahﬁ;[ﬂ'h‘lﬁﬂl‘ﬂﬁﬂt, berwvet ndection
risk, and saneday dischanse whenever medi-
cally fieasible, says Skddharth Sngheal, head,
health instranoe, Polioybazaarcom

Wiilba the termsof coverage forshort-dura-

tein horspitalica tiom are broader it B oritical to
understand theexclsions — proced ures and
prpenses thal insurers will ot pay for — be-
fare fling clrims. Palicyholders should not
mistpke i shorter hospitalisation cover for
a bl hosphtal stay " Purcy diagncetic admis-
sions, ohservatlonal stays or OFD

adminisered pections without hospital sd-
mission ame generally not covered. Final
admissibility depends on medical records, in-
surer assessrment and policy wording, " sys
Singhal. For example, MR or endoscopy car-
ried out for cingmosis ar PEELILCTIng may not
gualify even il they cost a large sum,

From the policyhalders' perspective, the
piuance lies in how they are defined in the
policy documents. "Day-care procedures
typically refer tom prodefined listof medical
Iwuunemﬁ siiperies that historically re-

el AL T ] TR T £ N G0 ILAE 68 Fon
ﬁu:l#{ﬂlﬁjﬂﬂiﬂihhhﬂuﬂmm1w

Day-care vs short
duration treatment
procedures hospitalisation
List of procedures  Broader, relatively
are kargely e opsn-onded
fined COvErage

Explicitly mertioned  Based on medical
in policy wording nepeLity

Eqg: cataract, Can inchuda
dialysis, Newar procedures

chemotherapy, permittad by

radiation sessions policy terms

“ﬁﬂﬂ an eye on EIEII.IEI’IH'IS-

® Purely diagnostic admissions
{MRI/endoscopy for diagnosis ondy)

= (hservatiani-only $0ays without active
treatment

& Cosmatic, wellness of I'I'IJI'I-FHHIII:H:IP
necessary treatments

® Procedures sxpenses specifically sxcluged

noligteal advancesmenis. Thase ape usgally
explicitly listed in the policy wording,” px-
pains Mishra, In other words, thy coversd
pruceriures are specifically named in the pol-
LﬂL'TMﬁe are well-established treatments

s catmract surpecy dislysis, o
agry and mhmm-ﬂmdmmwuﬁﬁ
are generally specified under the policy cover-
aage,” say Manish Dinleia, exmecutive director &
chiiel business officer, Care Mealth Insurance

The definition of abort-duration hiospg-
talisation coverage, on the other hand, is
h_m;au.let' and more apen-ended. *Inetead of
limiting coverage toa fixed listof procsdurog,
Iteoversmedically nectdsinry reamments that
require admission and clinical monitoring
for & specifisd minlmum duration, such as
T hiours, subiect to policy terms and condi.
foms " sayve Mizshra For such trestments ba
qualify, there must be hespital admission, 2
confirmed diagnosis, active treatment, and
mirdieal advice and supervision. Coverage
cannot be dedermined solely by the name of
the procechare, “Whether s procedine i medi.
cally necessary iassessed during the claims
priovess. Trestmentssuch & spine injections
fior pain management of a eodanoscopy with
polypectomy mey be coversd, provided they
meet the paliy condisons and arenot specifi-
cally exclided, " says Mishro,

As inthiecase of any otherclaim, v must
carry out a few checks, particutacly for
planned procedures, “Ascertain whether the
haospital is & part of the insurers retwork ard
seel pre-puthorisation, whereser appibcanle,
Figure out whether the procedure falls under
coverod déry-care ar short-duration hospitdi-
sation benefits. Also, retain all medical re.

cords, preteriptong dischare summarisg,
m-u._:l.mwl.mn Ueparts T eaps Docjuja
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The physics of thermometers,
temperatures and cold atoms =5

wie wse different devices 1o measure

i AR

eople from Bengadin shoui®
vl B sl o complain
abad their weather nimimg |
ot The éther dine 42 2 sosisa
seerad caled 10 express dbappisiment
el (i Saifliine lemperanees reaching
as Bigh a5 X clegmees, [ wondered in wha
uudj;h:vl.l.ldlmh-m her abour
pleazint 42 degrees heve in Baspor
s teiked marth, the brecely buming sit
i the hilsdingly Brght weany
errnans are dearty things ske weuld
pot b Mk,
mnﬂmmr;‘guum
paars il prarseg b g
wrindeeeil! wian does & ‘Voegmes” really
ea? By UEE | s imean yiar
qualifieatinre, b | the semperanire.
Alen Tuares poug ever himeght how dioes ane
T ITRASLNE (1Y

yalis ol lemperature
T standard wnd of wemiperanse b cilkd
Celdus, named after Swedish phyricis

Ancders Oelshs whe devigned some ol he |

early Bermomesers. Bur thers jsa
catch with meassring
. Widle wee can fesl anssoinly

e SE R
ot o depressingly ool depending on

e et of ghohal Bows, one challenge

[N measEiiring wemperanre = defining the
pera o i, Bfver all, unbion (he mamber ol
s cplimctiens or valid 1D cards - can you

really count them om your fingers, and sy

] have ‘zesa T
To ﬁuﬂun—m - e se ome of gur
commh dey materiali - wiler.
5o, harw does warer halp diszide this? To
proceed, v neid 10 underntned whal
readhy in.
ure i 2 way of sstimating

Bavesr hior soxmeething is. Mo when we heai

2 mnaiirlal, wha we are peally deing &
msaking e atoos sad molecules of thal
miaberial more and moeee esless. They
ghabr e sl maone vigancusly a8 we
panp in energy. Smilarly when we cood

s Trrake VTeE TS MIOTE
mhﬂlh.mﬂlmm

we realy condmee o hest or el
somcrhing 5 long & we wam?

Tarees ne Ba aneswer I no. For &
whikz, the marenal moy decide w gel
feemom]. cor casedied, bur 2t moini poin i
reay decide bo cpmjliiely change s
characier. This 5 called a phase
ransition. Vol see this everysy. When
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Tt start coolng ard appear as - sl
roldlar wWhaleT.
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Slmdlarks when weanér i3 Feabind, &

Bnimer and bofjer il i slarts and

inny vapour. After this parsicslar

“temperanune” afier which the waser
canfarl gl B AnyTnodE - Wi remed
" degress Celdus

Therelioe the pero and W00 ol
e peranore was marked and dividid ims
4 brsnyhrind disinions sa thit we can
megsure eviryEling else I these wnits. it
ki on this scals thay our body bermperanine
B P degrees Celslus. Therd 3 arather
[porjridss sl — Fabeerihell, whesezere
and 100 b e bid using a SiTereni
pemiscol, D that s nor tody

Ve e i o s ppoeed o e 056
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seraEy b @ sl B on or
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Phorw et stk expand 2 b when
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heated. Think of ic kke a roxd 'whase lengih
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In meetals, elecirons moe Feely from
SN 0 o, b & g - 10 ey can
ﬂﬂrmmm;
bamery B aitictud. In ko, (ke
elertrom are oghtly bound m the soms,
fem when abatrery B pt - they refiie
o braidge. bn wleriron:
mhﬁ'bmdlnlh.mrh:,
mmily sty chose 0 atomE, bz wihen tie
is3iTd boomme agiated ﬂ'thnLdu-r
shake ol e elecinons. These “roz™
ElECITns Can 109 Ve asd create an
wlactrical cormest.
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| semimanducner and if the deperature
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ind i dlecipons wiv sade Sotke
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a high-level meeting to review
levels of preparedness against
Ebola Virnas Disease in the coun-
try, the health ministry said in a
statement.

Three countries reported
Ehola cases recentty— The Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo,
Uganda, and South Sudan.

The statement said that
Madda ordered that arrange-
ments to screen travellers for the
disease at all points of entry
across the country should
remain fully vigilant, and the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
Mational Cenme for Disease Con-
erol (NCDC) should keep all nec-
essary tracking, testing and sur-
veillance arrangements ready.

No case of the disease has
been reported in the country yet,
gaid the ministry.

The health secretary also
chaired a joint review meeting
with officials across ministries
and agencies with regard to the
matter, it added.

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has declared the
Ebola outbreak a Public Health

Emergency of International Cof-
cern (PHEIC), while the Africa
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (Africa CDC) has des-
ignated it a Public Health Emer-
ency of Continental Security .
A of May, 85 confirmed cases
and 10 deaths were reported
across both DRC and Uganda.
Ebola Disease is a viral hae-
morrhagic fever with a high
mortality rate, caused by the
Bundibugyo vins strain of Ebola
Virus. No current vacclnes treat-
ments 1o prevent or treat the dis-
ease have been approved.

Ebola preparedness

HT Correspondent
RTtery@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Union health minis-
ter JP Nadda on Monday chaired

DGCA ISSUES SOPs
FOR ARRIVALS FROM
EBOLA-HIT NATIONS

HT Eurruﬁnndtnt

|etrers@brsdust anbmed LOM

NEW DELHI: The Directorate (en-
eral of Crvil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) to airlines and air-
port operators for international
passengers arriving from the
Democratic Republic of Congo
{DRC) and Uganda, amid concemns
over potential wansmission of
Ebola Virus disease.

The World Health Organisation
had on May 17 declared Ebola a
Public Health Emergency of Inter-
national Concern (PHEIC). Courn-
tries bordering the DRC and

a high risk of disease ransmission
In an order dated May 22,
DCGA stated that airlines with
direct or indirect connectivity with
Uganda and DRC must mandate
that passengers complete and sub-
it a self-declaration form prior to
de-boarding. These airlines
inchude Air India. IndiGo, Akasa
Air, Ethiopian Airlines, Kemya Air-
ways Air Tanzania, Egypt Air,
(atar Airways, Uganda Airlines,
Turkish Airlines, Emirates, Air
France and Etihad Airways.

The DGCA said that airlines
st miake mandatory announoe-
ments refated to voluntary report-
ing (if any) wairlines, crew, and al
immigration after landing.
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Ebola epidemic is

Inputs from Kewters, Dioomire | B

outpacing response

Reuters
letters @ himdustantimes. com

GENEVA/KAMPALA: The head of
the World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Monday that the
fast-moving Ebola outbreak in
Democratic Republic of Congo
(DR Congo) and Uganda was
outpacing response efforts, giv-
ing the latest number of sus-
pected deaths as 220. Address-
ing an online meeting of the
African Union about the out-
break, WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said a delay in detecting Ebola
cases meant responders were
now “playing catch-up” and the
epidemic was likely to get worse
before it gets better.

WHO chief said that more
than 900 suspected Ebola cases
have been identified in DR
Congo.

= As surveillance efforts have
been scaled up in the #DRC
#Ebola response, more than S0
s cases have been iden-
tified so far, including 101 con-
firmed cases,” he said,

Ebola is a deadly viral disease
that spreads direct con-
tact with bodily fluids. It can
cause severe bleeding and organ
failure. The country declared an
outbreak on May 15 caused by
the Bundibugyo strain, which
has no approved vaccing OF
treatments.

Tedros said containing the
fast-moving outbreak was com-
plicated by the fact that Congo's
Ituri and North Kivu provinces
were highly insecure and there
were no approved vaccines for

Bundibugyo virus.
«Countries bordering DRC

efforts: WHO chief

epmmrh g Ll

Red Cross workers carry a
coffin with the body of achild

who died of Ebola in Tturi
province, DRCongo.  RELTERS

are at especially high risk and
should take immediate action.”

Tedros said he would travel
to DR Congo — the epicentre of
the outbreak — on Tuesday with
another senior WHO official
responsible for addressing
health emergencies, Chikwe
Ihekweazi.

Ugandan health officials
report new Infections
Ugandan health authorities on

Monday reported two Dew |

Ebola cases, bringing the num-
ber of infections to seven.

All the cases are linked to the
outbreak in Congo, which
appears to have started several
days or weeks before Congolese
authorities declared it on May
I5.

Ugandan President Yowerl
Musevent has urged Ugandans o
“ stop shaking hands " as part of
measures 1o avold infection.

Wirh inputs fram .-'\.Fl‘_{{
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(fBI hke]y to
NEET leak case within a week

Meeraj I:l'll.uhin.
R A ——

HEW DELHI: The Ctﬂnﬂnﬂlmff;“l
of Lereestigagion {CAL) & 10
file & charge shest within a
weeky time in the NEET-UG
03 paper Ik, naming ibres
teachiers - P¥ Eullkeami, Manlshe
Mandbare afd Mansha Haval-
dar - a5 the key individuals
hediind the |eak of chemisiry,
biology and physics questiops,

, penpie famdlar with
the development sald.

Ty chsaurgs: sbweet will ot peums
any Maoonal Tesrng Agsocy
{INTA) cifictal but officers said all
aeperts of the probs will he “hept
apen”. The charge shevt is being
filesd weithin 310 days of the agency
taking mver the mseon May I

“We will file @ charge sheet
il weeshs” B - moe Lkely
this week or carly next week
detailing how the NTA--mjun-
elled professorsfieachers, coach-
ing midiBzmen and ksl fecilita-
tors whio arrarged prospective
brurpers ran an organiEed perwork
i Jpakc the MEET-LIG 2006 exam
guestions. for which they
charged In lakhs from each

aspects of the probe
like gevermmeni officials” role,
mioney trail and cther private
persons inwohepd in the Brger
panspircy will be kepl open,” hie
added.

CBI has so far arrested 11
accused including Kolksrsd, a
Lagur basesd formier chemisiry bec-
turer; Mandhare, a Pane bhased

liscturer, Havaldar, o Piine
phivsics peacher; Shivra)
Raghumath Motegaoniar, founder
o & proininent Lamur-basid medi-
ol and e et
coaching conire; Manisha Wi

My

Masgive prodists erupied across the coumiry aller the NEET-14G

exnm wis cancelled fallowing o paper leak.

e, & ey parkiar e who
served as the key link betwesn
Kulimrmi, Mandhare and the sha-
dint ok, and other middle-
men and bayers. Dhananjay
Lokhandas, Shisbham Ehairmar,
Mangilal Biwal, Vikas Biwal,
iz sk Biwal, ard Yash Yadav.

i bas alen recovened lenkesd sei
of qusstio s fromm st now-Gan-
celled NEET-UG 2028 paper, lap-
tops, mobile phinss and other
dimviors, witich ane betng analysed
ey e et aund erieved detals:
will be part af the chasge shad
imvesigating has idenciiod he
mvestigation i
thres NTA-conracted teachers
behind leak for esch subject
papers Eulkami (arresed on May
15} Tor clhemistry. Mandbare
[armesged on May 16 far botany
and zoobogy, and Hawaldar
tarresied on May 13} for physcs.
vy ey spe
questions L3
esearri on May 3, the probe foumnd.

Kulkarnk, accordang Lo & sec-
cnd CB officer, was ane of the
HIEMI::;Rb] EI'rEIJI:TTH“tuH
appoim B OTfE
nised special coaching classes at
hiis Pume residence in Apri| 2006

with the help of Manizha Wagh-
mare, where aked chapistry
questions, answer options and
commect angwers wene diciabed fo
selected shudents The MJTH-
1en noles prepared by students
matched the sceuad NEET paper,

As for Mandbsare, CBI foind
that e botaoy bertures had aore=e
£ bRy Nl FCkofy qUOSTons &
earky ag April 27. Sbe mohilised
praspecttve students throwgh
eo-scrsed Manksha Waghmssne
and held clusses at her Pusie resi-
dence where she explained and
i ovsend il i Gubisaricres e mdic
the stodents nole down the same
in el poebooka

trwerrssshns ] Eve A0 [T tdge
to somee students. Adter the oam,
chey destrmyed the cuestion pepers
aned othéd @ddienoe,” sabd the sec-
omil cfficer cied above.

Abraham Thomas

Eﬂlmiﬂrﬂ“llﬂﬂnlﬂﬂ

NEW DELHE Tihe Supmeme Court
o0 Momday sought responses
from the Nﬂﬂﬁiﬂna
ncy {(MTA) breom
:lbs:l'dl‘.ﬁ'm 2075 paper beak
a,n;rul-ah that lessons
| hawe nat Bearnf Erom The
past when assUrances were
given by Cemire to plu Haopho-
bes following & similar comtro-
wersy in 2024,

"I i5 50 sad chey have not
learnk the lessan,” femarked &
hench of justices FS Narmsimha
and Alok Aradhe while hearing
tero petitions fled by tse Feder-
ation of All India Medical Asso-
chatban ;T.H.IHHI ad United

The petiticns f-l"-'l}l.l'ﬂ.'.ﬂ
replacing NTA with a statutory
hody that i arcouantnbie. They
arpue that the Jeak, whdch bed 16
the cancellation of the May 3
pess apd irs rescheduling fof
June 21, ex d gaps in 1he
process followed by NTA In
securing the integrity of the
EXEM taken y mare than 237
milliofn medical aspirants.

“We are not on ihe examina-
Nhom a8 such 1m 2034 we gave s
judgment. direcsed canstituton
| ofa committes, The recommen-
dations of the commires were
nccephed and pursaant to i, the
Cenire corstiiuied & msoqibori
commiitee,” the bench 1ol
advocates Tanvi Dubey and
Charu Matbr, & ing Tot
FAINA and UDF ppea

In June 1024, the education

file charge sheetin

|| Lesson not learnt: SC
notice to Centre, N TA

mimistry constituted a seven-
member high-level committee of
expers, headed by former 15T
chairman K Radhakrishnan, to
eExamiid the examinaian proc-
5% AN recommered mESLUnS in
plug rubnerahilities,

The compnittes submitted i
ﬁ'ﬂ 1 the Centre in Ooleher

A S0P was framed 1o pre-
wenk breaches in conducting the
pen and paper test and compui- |
- Tes.

In its order on Mondsy, the
bench said, “We direct the NTA
1o il zn alfidavit indicatng 1he
position as regards the monitar-
Ing committes comstituted l:lll
Movermber 14, 30324." Further,
the berﬂd.i.rerh:d.ﬂﬂdl‘n]ﬂriﬂh—
man 1o file & separate afidmvds
on the steps taken Lo Eilsurl?
implementation of the sugges-
thons by the expert -:urllnlhl:ﬁt

The comrn granted three days
[or the responses tobe filed and |
posted the master for {urth-:r
Frearing on May 29,

The petitioms by FALIMA i.l1|'|
UDF came in the wake of the
May k2 order of NTA o cancel
thir MEET-LUG 2036 mcamimalion
owver allegations of paper leak
Thir ¢ase was handed over In
Bl for nobhing the aceised |
e E0S,

The FAIMA
demanded the

replaced with a body which is
tec hnologically welb-equipped
and AUEORGmoWs in ensuring |
mecgrity of NEET

The NEET-UG 2036 was held |
on May 3 and s now resched- |
wled for June . f}

i

lea a]m!
TA to be |
|
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Closely monitoring

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Health Minister J. P.
Nadda on Monday re-
viewed preparedness and
surveillance measures to
counter the Ebola virus,
amid concern that the out-
break in Africa may spread
to other parts of the world.
India has not reported
any case of the Bundibu-
gyo Ebola disease to date.
The Health Ministry said
it was monitoring the situa-
tion in Africa. “We are
working closely with the
National Centre for Disease
Control and other agencies
concerned, and have
strengthened surveillance
and public health prepa-
redness across the coun-
.’ said a senior official,
Meetings have also been
held with States, Union

- Territories to review pre-

' 'Ebola situation in
l’ Africa: Health Ministry

paredness and response
measures.

DGCA directive

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has directed
airlines to ensure that pas-
sengers travelling from or
transiting through Uganda
or the Democratic Repu-
blic of the Congo mandato-
rily fill out a form provid-
ing personal and contact
details, travel origin, expo-
sure history, and any med-
ical symptoms.

As per the standard op-
erating procedure, airlines
must designate segregated
seating with at least three
vacant rows around the
suspected passenger. Sus-
pected cases must be pro-
vided masks and personal
protective equipment,
while masks must also be
distributed to passengers

seated nearby. o

'



