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The Two Test Neat Solution To The NEET Mess 
Split medical exam in two parts, like JEE. NTA COnducts the first nationwide screening. Those who qualify tle 

a second test in their home state. Each state will set their own questions. Paper-leakers will be outplayed 
Varna Sri Raman 

Medical aspirants will write NEET-UG 
again on June 21, as CBI investigates 
theleak of the NEETQuestion paper, 42 
hours before the May 3 exam, which 
was cancelled on May 12. This was, per 
media reports, the 89th public exam 

test paper leaked, or suspected to have been leaked 
in the last decade. For each, a case was filed and/or 
re-tests undertaken. 

Around 120 of 180 questions, in the leaked 
paper that Rajasthan police recovered this year, 
matched the actual exam. None of what has 
followed- CBI probe, arrests of 'masterminds, 
MOS - is unfamiliar. But the administrative 
explanation has worn thin. Tighter security 
and better protocols have been govt's answer 
through every cycle. The Public Examinations 
Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, in force 
since June 2024, has produced no convictions. 

Looked atas a labour market problem, the picture 
changes. The arithmetic of the chase tells you why. India 
admits about 1.29L students to MBBS programmes 
each year-about 22L young Indians compete for those 
seats. The 21L who do not get one, return for another 
attempt, and then again. A median aspirant invests 
roughly two years into a single afternoon test. At a 
private-sector entry wage of 15k a month, foregone 
earnings of failed aspirants come to about 60k cr a 
year. Add coaching fees of around 1L per student 
annually, and the country has burned over <7L cr on 
this exam since 2014. That exceeds India's cumulative 
central health budget over the same period and 
NREGA's total outlay since 2006. 

The leak market has a documented price. The Bihar 
Economic Offences Unit priceda NEET seat in 2024 at 

Calvin & Hobbes 

r30L-Z50L, In Hazaribagh that year, one family sold a 
buffalo and two kathaof land to make thefirstinstallment. 
Patna police recovered phones with call records of 
mothersasking for time to arrange money-by withdrawing 
savings for a daughter's marriage. 

These are families of small farmers and govt school 
teachers, pushing one child across a threshold they 
never crossed, because a govt MBBS seat unlocks a 
salary roughly six times the private-sector equivalent 
for comparable work. This is the development 

economics of the leak. 
Atestis supposed to sortcandidates 

by ability, When the credential can 
be bought, it sorts on family 
wealth. The 22Laspirants chasing 
1.29L seats are in whateconomists NO TO call an aspiration trap. The 

PAPER. family has paid too much to 
LEAK) walk away. The arithmetic 

doesn't allow themto succeed. 
This cycle has a body count-29 

teens died by suicide in Kota in 2023, 
the highest annual count on record, 

17 in 2024. S Anitha, a Dalit student from Ariyalur 
with 1,176 out of 1,200 in her Class 12 boards, took 
her own life in Tamil Nada in 2017, when her board 
marks no longer counted for medical admission. 
The cycle has burnt money, and cost lives families had 
given everythingto save. 

Given NTAS record in conducting 14 exams by 2024, 
a parliamentary standing comnittee in its review of 
autonomous higher education bodies, in Dec 2025, laid 
emphasis on pen-and-paper testing for NEET given NTA's recent performance has not inspired much confidence." 

GOI already runs a national exam that works on 
a different design. JEE is a two-stage test: JEE Main 
is the screening test, administered nationally by 

NTA. JEE Advanced is the second-stage examination 
administered by one of the seven IITs on a rotating 
basis, with its own paper-setting committees, syllabus 
and -operations. Roughly 2.5L of the Main cohórt 
qualify for Advanced each year. The two-stage design 
splits the value of any single leak. A compromised 
Main does not compromise Advanced. 

NEET could follow JEE's template. NTA conducts 
national screening. State medical universities or 
state-level testing bodies conduct the second stage, 
with their own paper-setting commnittees. Class 12 
board marks carry weighted consideration, alongside 
the second-stage score. Such a design halves the leak 
value of any single paper. State govts, politically 
accountable for their public health workforce, regain 
the ability to admit students from schools and languages 
their hospitals will serve. 

Tamil Nadu has argued something close to this 
for almost a decade. Justice AK Rajan's committee 
documented in 2021 that Tamil-medium representa 
tion, in the state's MBBS admissions, had collapsed 
from above 15% before NEET, to under 2%, while 
CBSE-stream representation rose from 0% to over 25%. 
TN's exemption-from-NEETAct, re-passed in 2022, was 
denied President's assent. In Nov 2025, TN filedan Article 
131 suit in SC, saying NEETviolates federalism. 

The aspirant phase young Indians spend years in 
between school and labour market-calls for a different 
fix, beyond anti-cheating laws or jammers. The deeper 
repair, of course, is public sector employment growing 
alongside the labour force and admissions returningto 
govts politically accountable for the services they staf! 
The 2027 NEET should run on the JEE template, with 
state-level second stages and weighted board marks 
That has worked for ITs for more than a decade. It is 
overdueat medical colleges. 

The writer is an independent development economist 
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Editorial 

he house listing phase of the 2027 
Census is now progressing in some 
States and the work in other States will 
be taken up soon. The questionnaire 

for this phase was pre-tested last year. It was 
reported that the inclusion of questions on caste 
has delayed the pre-testing of the questionnaire 
for the population enumeration phase of the 
Census. Field testing of the schedules is essential 
to ensure that the concepts and definitions are 
easily understood by the enumerators and 
respondents. 

Preparing India for a credible digital Census 

The question on caste is being included in the Census for the first time since Independence. The 
only recent experiences on the issues relating to 
enumeration of caste are from the surveys in 
Bihar and Karnataka. I am sure that the Census 
organisation would have conducted extensive 
research on the issues and possible solutions, and 
the pre-testing would help streamline the questions and instructions. The experience of 
Karnataka and Bihar suggests that, whatever the 
results, there will be communities that are not 
ready to accept their numbers. 

The population figures from the 2027 Census 
will be used for the next delimitation of Lok 
Sabha and State Legislative Assembly 
constituencies. Neither the Constitution nor any 
other law talks about whether the Census has to 
count people on de jure or de facto basis. Census 
on de jure basis would mean that people have to 
be counted at the place where they reside. On the 
other hand, a de facto census would count people 
at the place where they are present during the 
CensuS. 

The method used 

THE HINDU 

The Indian Census has been following an 
extended de facto method. People found at their 
usual/normal place of residence when the 
enumerator visits the household, as well as 
members who are absent at that time but have 
stayed there for at least one night during the 
Census enumeration period, which normally lasts 
20 days, are also enumerated. Also included are 
visitors who stayed with the household 
throughout the entire period of Census 
enumeration period. A household is defined to 
include all members, even if unrelated, who 
partake food from a common kitchen. Thus, 
household help living with household and paying 
guests should be enumerated there, if they have 
food from the same kitchen. 

This enumeration process implies that the 
number of voters in an area may not correspond 
to the population enumerated there. A six-month 
residence is required for registration as a voter. 
Further, the voters' list would incude those living 
abroad (non-resident Indians, or NRIS) who chose 
to regtster as a voter, whereas they are not part of 
the census at all. According to the website of the 
Ministry of External Affairs, there are about 1.58 

K. Narayanan 
Unni 
Retired officer from 
the Indian 
Statistical Service 

It requires 
accuracy. 
safeguards, 
training and 
careful 
planning 

crore NRIs living abroad. This is more than 1% of the population of the country. If they were all 
counted in the Census in one State, it would get at 
least five Lok Sabha seats in the next delimitation. 

While the NRIS may be from across the 
country, some States have proportionately more 
NRĪS than others. Kerala, Gujarat, Punjab, 
Telangana and Tamil Nadu are known to have a 
significant number of people living abroad. The 
Kerala Migration Survey 2023 has estimated that 
about 22 lakh people from the State are 
living/working abroad. Not including them in the 
population of the State would result in the loss of 
one Lok Sabha seat. Some other States may also 
be similarly affected. 

Some countries collect data on non-residents 
in the census by enumerating family members, if 
any, living abroad. This process cannot collect 
information on those households that have 
migrated abroad with all their members. Still, it 
would be a useful starting point and would 
provide better data for delimitation purposes. 
Therefore, I suggest pre-testing an appropriately 
worded question on NRĪS. 
The problem areas 
The next Census is unique because the entire 
data collection process is planned to be carried 
out using mobile electronic devices, mostly 
smartphones. This can save time for the 
computerisation of data. Consistency checks on 
responses during data collection can result in improved quality of data and faster processing. 

However, one has to allow for a significantly 
large portion of enumerators who are not savvy 
with smartphones, and tablets. During the recent 
Socio Economic and Caste Survey in Karnataka, 
there were reports of enumerators finding it difficult to handle the equipment for the survey. 
During the planning for the 2021 Census, it was 
indicated that enumerators would have the option to collect data using printed paper 
schedules, which could later be transferred to the 
electronic database from home. It is highly 
probable that a family member or a student of the 
teacher appointed as the enumerator may assist 
with this work. This could lead to accountability 
issues and may also compronmise the 
confidentiality of the data. Therefore, a 
mechanism to detect and control data-entry 
errors is essential. There will also be an option for 
respondents to self-enumerate usinga computer 
or smartphone as provided in the house listing 
phase. 
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The questions in the population enumeration 
stage are more complex when compared to those 
in the house-listing phase. Many of the questions 
require a thorough understanding of the 
instructions that even many enumerators find 
difficult. For example, the explanation of 
disability in the 2011 Census ran to about six 
printed pages. Even the seemingly simple 
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question, "Have you worked at any time during 
the last year?" was accompanied by more than 
two pages explaining what constitutes 'work'. 
The follow-up questions on industry, occupation, 
and related matters are also not easy for most people to understand. 

It is too naive to expect that the respondents 
would read all the instructions before clicking on 
an item in the drop down menu. The three 
milion plus enumerators may not equally 
understand the concepts, definitions and the 
need to ask the questions in an appropriate 
manner. The selfenumeration facility can 
become worse unless the questions are well 
worded and explanations are given within the 
question. It is difficult to achieve this without 
significant simplification of the concepts and 
definitions. 

Guard against respondent fatigue 
Including too many questions in the online 
schedule in an attempt to obtain better responses 
can also lead to respondent fatigue, as the form 
has to be completed for every individual in a household. The possibility of respondents 
deliberately providing incorrect answers to 
certain questions in order to avoid follow-up 
questions cannot be rüled out. Post-enumeration surveys from past censuses 
have indicated that distant relatives of the head of 
the household and unrelated persons, such as 
domestic helpers living with the household, have 
higher rates of omission. Ina self-enumeration 
system, the chances of missing such persons are 
even greater. There is also the possibility of 
including children who are living in hostels and 
are therefore not eligible to be enumerated as part of the household. Better structuring of the 
questions may help ensure more accurate enumeration of such persons. For example, 
questions such as, "Is the person currently 
present in the house and, if not, was he she 
present at any time after Felbruary 9 or likely to return before February 28?" (assuming that the 
census enumeration takes place during that 
period as in the past censuses), could be asked 
for every individual. Similarly, questions such as 
"Is there any other relative of the head of the 
household, or any unrelated person such as a 
servant, helper, or nurse, who shares meals from 
the same kitchen and lives with the household?" 
may also be included. While such measures may 
not ensure completely error-free enumeration, 
they could help reduce omissions and improve 
accuracy. 

The possibility of fraudulent enumerations in 
some areas or by some groups using the self 
enumeration facility cannot be ruled out. The 
memory of cancelling the Census in some 
in 2001 is still fresh. The organisation needs to be 
vigilant and steps to prevent such incidents need 
to be field tested. 
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ven if I die, what difference 
will it make to slly ask. Swati® 
would often 
The others around her could 
ofer little hope or solace. 

Earller this month, the victim of in 
abuse from UP's Jaunpur, died by 

suiclde in a Varanasi govt shelter that 
had been her home for some years now. 
She was just a few days from turning 18. 

Swati was the youngest of three chil 
dren born to a Dalit vegetable vendor: Fol 
lowing her mother's death from a chronic 
illness, the children were left entirely de 
Dendent on their father: In 2022, she briefly 
ran away from home with a friend, a des 
perate flight from the trauma she faced at 
home. She was just 12. Her relatives found 
her, and brought her back home. 
On Aug g21,2022, Swati and her brother 

walked into the ofice of the Jaunpur su perintendent of police. They presented an 
application that exposed a horrifying do 
mestic reality She had been raped by her 
father for a year and a half and was under 
constant threat of death if she spoke out. 
More horrifying still was the fate of her 
elder sister. Swati testified that their a 
ther had repeatedly raped the older girl as 
well. The older sister fell severely ill and 
was locked in a basement, denied food and 
medical help. She died soon after. The fa 
ther was arrested on Aug 24, 2024, based 
on the girl's complaint. The accused was 
convicted with 20 years of imprisonment 
in 2025, but the legal battle took a toll on 
the girl. In the three years that the case 
was in court, she and her brother faced 
intimidation and pressure from their ex 
tended family to drop the case. 

Jaunpur case shows why incest 
survivors still fight alone 

With a hostile family around her, Swa 
ti's only support was her brother who'd 
left for Mumbal for work. The boy she 
had eloped with when she was a minor 
also cut off contact over time. Earlier this 
month, as her 18th birthday drew near, 
there was growing fear that she had no 
one in the world who cared for her. She 
also would have had to leave the children's 
home when she bccame an adult, but she 

oto turntnd death did not have anyone She instead 
chose to end her life. Swati's 
reveal the harsh reality that plays out in 
homes but that's always brushed under 
the carpet. Her story is far more comnmon 
than society cares to admit. Child sexual 
abuse is deeply stigmatised, but incestu 
ous abuse carries an even heavier burden, 
as the family shlifts from being a source ofl 
protection to one of predation. 
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11.4% 

stepfather/ 
mother's 

The Price Of Speaking Up 
"Survivors often have to face constant 
taunts, social stigma, and complete ex 
communication from the family,"" says 
Nimisha Srivastava, executive diec 
tor at Counsel to Secure Justice (CSJ), a 
nonprofit working on access to justice for 
child survivors of sexual abuse and chil 
dren in conflict with the law MThe most 
heartbreaking thing for a survivor of in 
cest abuse is when they do not find sup 
port îrom their mother or guadian." 

Srivastava a case where a 
mother; enraged by her daughter's refisal 
to protect her husband, physlcally threw 
ash at the girl n court In many cases, the 

Father/ 

partner 

152 
Relative 

5.3 
Husband 

22.7 
Boyfriend 

9.8 
Nelghbour 

26.5 
Other 
Known 
Persons 

IN 11% CASES, 
ACCUSED WAS 
FATHER OR 
STEPFATHER 

3.0 
Stranger 

Two sisters in east UP lost their lives after sexual abuse by 

6.1 
Not 

specified 

their father - one to neglect, the other to suicide. Their 

If relatives, neighbours, and 
other known persons are 
included along with father, 
then such acquaintances 
make up the accused in over 
60% of abuse cases 
RELATIONSHIP OF THE 
VICTIM TO THE PRIMARY 
ACCUSED (%) 

story shoWS very little has changed for survivors 

Conviction Rate 
Drops When Accused 
Is Father Or Relative 
The conviction rate in cases 
where the accused is a 
neighbour is nearly double 
that for when it's the father 
or a relative 

Relationship of accused to 
victim and conviction rate (%) 

Father/stepfather/ 
mother's partner/ 

adoptive father 
Boyfriend 33 
Husband 0 

Relative 

Neighbour 

Relationship not 
specified/Not clear 
Acquaintance/Other63 known person 

Stranger 0 

275 

of 264 cses 

TIMES Special 

Source: The Verdict & Beyond: Judicial 
Trends and Survivor Narratives in 

ases, 202 Child Sexua 
analysis 

53.8 

mother often views the daughter not as a 
victim to be protected, but as a threat to 
the economic stability and social survival 
of the entire household. But, Srivastava 
adds, blaming the mother who may be 
economically dependent on the father or also a victim of domestic violence herself., 
is not the solution. 

data 

Tripti" speaks in a frantic, breath: 
less rush. Her words collide, scrambling 
to match her racing thoughts that she 
has struggled to quieten for nearly a 
decade. When her mind drifts towards 
the people she once shared a home with, 
her voice has a certainty: "I don't want 
to go back to them." In a world broken 
by systemic betrayal, this single convic 
tion is the only certainty she has left. 

While Tripti was sent 
to a Delhi govt shelter:. 
her siblings were packed 
ofT to live with extended 

26.7% family Then began the 
second battle. Between 
2018 and 2024, as her case 
wound its way through 
the judicial system, Trip 
ti's family phone calls and 
visits came to resemble a 
tense battleground. Her 
siblings and relatives pouued their grief 
and social shame on her, sometimes ug 
ing, often demanding, she change her 
statement and withdraw the case She 

30.0 did not buckle and eventually her father was hanau life imprisonment in 2024."I now know that abuse happens in a lot of 
families, but onlya few like me have the 
courage to report it," she says 

Tripti was 10 years old when the 
abuse began. Her mother had died some 

s before and her father turned from uardian to predator. It took her a year 
before she could confide in her two old 
er siblings about the sexual abuse, but 
she was met with indifference. It was 
only when she gathered the courage to 
tell a schoolteacher that the machinery 
of the intervened. In 2018, a case ns reristered under the Protection wa 
of Children from Sexual l ofences 
(Pocso) Act, throwing her life 
into a whirlpool of confu 
sion, stigma, and taunts. 

What The Data Says 
A 2024 study by Project 39A (now renamed 
as Square Circle Clinic) and Enfold Proac 
tive Health Trust analysed 264 judgments 

The first wave built brands The next 

Uday Deb 

to find that Pcso cass have a high acquit 
tal rate Of the cases analysed, 207 (785) 
resulted in acquittals, while convictions 
for sexual offences were recorded in just 
57 cases (2). of these, father, stepfather 
or mother's partner was found to be the 
abuser in 11% of the cases. When broken 
down by the relationship between the sur 
vivor and the accused, the data reveals a 
stark paradox: the closer the perpetrator 
is to the child's life, the harder it is to se 
cure a conviction. The study noted a 54% 
conviction rate when the accused was 
a neighbour This fell to 279% when the 

predator -either her biological father or 
the mother's partner- lived in the same 
household as the victim. For extended relatives, it was a near-identical 27.5% 

These low numbers reflect the im 
mense, coordinated hostility a child fac 
es from their oWn network when trying to sustain a legal battle. 

The institutional pressures are echoed 
by lawyer Arushi Anthwal, CSJ's director 
of legal interventions, whorecently repre 
sented a survivor who had been abused by 

her grandmother's partner. The grandmother, determined 
to protect her partner, 
continued to pressure 
the child to recant. 
It took years of ac 
tive legal advocacy 
and counselling to 
keep the child safe 
Finally in 2024, the 
legal team bypassed 

the family's interfer 
ence and secured a 10 
year prison sentence 
for the abuser. 

Confronting 
Demons 

ecause Im a b 
logical trap their compliance and silence," she says. 

According to Gupta, psychological 
damage does not vanish when abuse ends: instead, it migrates. Because a child can 
not safely express Complicated feelings of 
shame, guilt, and terror, the trauma em 
beds itself directly into their physiology 
It manifests later in life as chronic physi 
cal ilnesses, severe eating disorders, and 
patterns of deliberate self harm 

DI FIN 

Many survivors becomne overachiev 
ers, driving themselves to academic or 
professional extemes as a subconscious 
strategy to compensate for, mask, and 
distanoe themselves from the deep shame 

MORE GIRLS IN SCHOOL, 
STRONGER REPORTING LAW 

15 

child, ensuring 
person.' This psycho 

of the abuse. This physical lodging of 
trauma can lie dormant for years, only to 
resurface during what psychologists call 
an "anniversary reaction" -amajor life transition, a broken adult relationship, 
the death of the perpetrator, or the mo 
ment the survivor has a child of their own and fears they will be preyed upon. 

In many homes, abuse 
Continues unchal 
lenged and unreport 
ed, says Anuja Gupta, 
founder of Rahi Founda 

tion, that has been working 
for three decades with adult 

women survivors of incest abuse 
"Incest abuse is more difficult to talk 

about than any other kind of sexual 
abuse because it gets normalised within 
the family." Gupta says. Since it usually 
occurs in domestic spaces, it remains 
entirely hidden ark of external 

less an outside wit 
ness intervenes. 
validation creates a surreal, gaslit real 
ity for the victim. "It makes the abuse 
feel 'unreal', as if the child is simply 
imagining it," she adds. Without the 
language to articulate the trauma or 
the social confidence that others will 
believet 'e them, children internalise the 
violation. v rationalise the horror T'hey through self I'm being abused 

Crack In The Wall 

India now has near-universal primary enrolment for girls - up from 
75% in late 1990s- putting more children in contact with teachers 
and counsellors who may spot distress. Pocso Act 2012 made it 
mandatory for anyone aware of child sexual abuse to report it to 
police. These changes help cases surface. But, for incest survivors, 
safety after disclosure remains the weakest link. 

In recent years there have been efforts to 
address the stigma and speak up In In 
dia, politician Swvati Maliwal and actor 
Khushboo Sundar, and in the West, talk host Oprah Winfrey actor Ashley 

and author Maya Angelbu 1 have spo incest abuse. ken about being survivors Film director Saif Hasan, whose 
film Yes Papa', which tackled this dif. 

ficult subject, was released in 2024, 
to say "Khamosh raho says the urge 

(stay silent)" within families has to be fought. "It was by chance that I found 
out about a case of abuse within my 
family. I also realised that my aunt 
had told the survivor 'khamosh raho', 
rather than confront the perpetrator. Around the same time, two young sis 
ters that I knew also spoke about being 
abused by family members. It stirred 
something in me, and I hoped the film 
would start a conversation and find a 
wider audience," he said. 

In recent years, mandatory report 
ing of abuse by people in authority has 
brought to light many cases that may 
otherwise not have been reported. Pres 
ence of psychologists and counsellors in 
schools has also helped, but it's a drop in 
the ocean. Besides awareness and advo 
cacy, Srivastava says that there has to be 

attention n paid towards creating a greater 
safe space for reporting abuse, protecting 
privacy, creating approachable police sta 
tions and strengthening onestop centres 
that can support survivors. 

SHED? 

*Names changed to protect identity Ự 
you are a victim of seual abuse or hawe 
thoughts of seiharm, there is help avall 
able. Call Aks helpline (24x) 87330BE314 
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Health survey factsheets ready 
for a year but not made public 

actsheets generated 
from the sixth National 
Family Health Survey 

completed in Dec 2024 have 
been ready for over a year, ac 
cordíng to sources, but they 
are yet to be made public. 

In Aug last year, there 
were media reports that they 
Would be out ina month. Ac 
cording to those who were 
part of conducting the sur 
vey and' preparing the fact 
sheets, those for key indica 
tors can be released only 
after the approval of the 
health ministry. There was 
no response from the health 
ministry to TOl's queries 
on the reasons for the delay. 

Though the preparations 
for NFHS-6 began in 
mid-2022, it was officially 
launched nationwide in Dec 
2023. The survey was done 
in two phases over a year. 

NFHS-5 was also con 
ducted in two phases 
Phase-I from June 17, 2019 to 
Jan 30, 2020 covering 17 
states and five UTs, and 
Phase-II from 2 Jan, 2020 to 30 
April, 2021 covering ll states 
and three UTs. Despite being 
conducted during the Covid 
years, the Phase-I factsheets 
were out on Dec 12, 2020 (in 
less than 1l months) and the 
Phase-II factsheets on Nov 
24, 2021, less than seven 
months after the survey. 

The delay in the NFHS-6 
factsheets being released is 

191 

PAST TIMELINES 
Survey 

NFHS-4 Jan 2015 to 
phase 1 & M Dec 2016 

NFHS-5 
phase 1 

NFHS-5 
phase 2 

Conducted in Factsheets released Reports released 

June 2019 
to Jan 2020 

Jan 2020 to 
Apr 2021 

1st phase in Jan 
2016, 2nd phase 
March 2017 

Dec 2020 

Nov 2021 

despite being. for the first 
time, carried out entirely us 
ing a digital platform 
through Computer Assisted 
Personal Interviewing. with 
built-in checks for real-time 
error detection and valíida 
tion to inprove data quality 

Questions in Parlíament 
in Aug 2025 and Feb this year 
on the reasons behind the de 
lay did not elicit any inforna 
tion. The answer toa question 
in Rajya Sabhaon Feb3, for in 
stance, was: "The ministry 
ensures timely dissemina 
tion of NFHS data by conduct 
ing regular follow-ups with 
the nodal agency and regular 
meetings at higher levels to monitorprogress and oversee 
intermediary steps. 

NFHS6 is expected to 
provide estimates of the lev 
els of fertility, infant and 
child mortality, and other 
family welfare and health in 
dicators by background 
characteristics at the nation 
al and district levels. This 
would provide important in 
puts for state-level policy 
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Nov 2017 to 
Jan 2018 

Dec 2020 

State reports Nov 
2021, national 
report May 2022 

making. programme design 
and resource allocation. 

NFHS6 dropped ques 
tionsonanaemia and disabili 
ty. but added 58 new ones, in 
cluding 10 on Covid and its 
vaccinations, bringing the to 
tal number of questions to 
1,068. Other new topics sur 
veyed include mobility and 
migration of people, women's 
self-help groups, and digital 
and financial literacy of 
women, especially on wheth 
er they use mobile phones for 
financial transactions. The 
decision on which topics to in 
clude or drop is taken by NITI 
Aayog and the health minis 
try along with the NFHS tech 
nical advisory committee. 

Unlike earlier rounds of 
NFHS, which were done thro 
ugh collaborative funding 
from foreign agencies, the en 
tire exercise this time was ful 
ly funded by the health minis 
try For the first time, all as 
pects of the NFHS6 survey 
were coordinated solely by In 
ternational Institute for Pop 
ulation Sciences, Mumbai. 



deputy CEO Mukund Galgali. ZMC cur. 
rently has176 million subscribers 

Whey to Protein-rich 
Foods Gets Costlier on 
Global Supply Crunch 
Price of key ingredient 
more than doubles 
forcing costo hike rates 
of protein bars, powders 

Shilpa Ranipeta 

Hyderabad: As protein 
shakes, bars and high 
protein snacks move 
from gym bags to every 
day Indian diets, the co 
untry's protein boom is 
colliding with a global 
supply crunch. Geopoliti 
calfriction, a massive inter 
national demand wave and 
shipping bottlenecks are driving 
up the price of raw whey- the key ingredient in protein powders, bars and high-protein foods squ 
eezing margins for brands and tur-ning daily protein goals intoa hea-vier financial liftfor consumers. A by-product of cheese-making, whey has seen unprecedented pri-ce inflation over the last two to three years. According to industry estimates, whey concentrate, 
which averaged around 700 per kg in FY24, is now trading at 2,700. The more premium whey isolate has soared to as high as 3,600 per kgfrom 800 in 2024. 

ming attorms, While gradually 
pivoting from an advertising-led 
freemodel to subscriptions. 

This comes when protein has be-gun entering everyday diets, and the country has seen a surge in companies selling not only whey protein powder, but everything from high-protein breakfast bars and smoothies to meal replace ments, beverages and snacks. Companies such as The Whole Truth, Yoga Bar and Muscleblaze have increased prices of protein powders by 10-25% in the past few months to offset surging input costs. For some brands, the price hike is 40% compared with FY24. "For protein powders, whey is more than 90% of cost of goods. We're raising prices, dropping marketing spends, cutting extra neous costs and absorbing a large par art of impact so the consumer do-esn't thave to,'" The Whole Truth co founder Shashank Mehta told ET. 

Whey 
Concentrate 
<700/kg 
in FY24 to 
2,700 noW 

A kilogram of whey powder that was earlier retailed for around 2,000 is now priced up to 3,500, while whey isolate costs around R4.500. A Scoop of protein powder costs around 100-120 compared with 80 in 2024, and brands expect it to go further up to 140-150 in the coming months. Nearly 0% of whey used by Indi-

A scoop 
of protein 

powder costs 
100-120 

VS Z80 in 
2024 

an brands is imported, mostly from Europe. Industry executives attribute the surge in price to a combination of geopolitical dis 
ruptions, global demand spikes and structural supply constraints. GLP-1 drugs, which are experien cing increasing popularity for we ight management, are also a major contributor to demand. 
in has been rising across the glo 
"While awareness around prote 

cently because of GLP-1 drugs, 
be, demand saw a sudden surge re 
and doctors recommending high protein diets to those taking these drugs," said Chirag Barjatya, fo under of fitness coaching pro gramme PFC Club. 

Tejas Kulkarni, fo 
under of whey pro tein startup TSA 
Tekk, said the price hikes for protein 
products barely co 

input costs for companies. "But 
vered the srge in 

mediately in a market like India," 
you can't burden consumers im 
he told ET. Brands say they are unable to fully pass on costs to Indi 
ry is nascent, growing and highly 
an consumers because the catego 
price sensitive. Industry eXecuu ves say, margins 
brands try to protect market share. 

collapsed as 
but we have taken a conscious 
"The input prices have gone up, 
what we believe could be atempo 

call not to punish consumers tor 
rary commodity cycle. Our mar gins have taken some hit, but ope rational efficiencies and scale have helped offset part of the im 
sini Sampath told ET. 
pact," Yoga Bar cofounder Suha 
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Audit ICU facilities across country: SC 
Abraham Thomas 
letters@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday ordered a nation 
wide audit of intensive care unit 
(ICU) facilities and gave states 
and Union Territories two 
months to assess infrastructural 
and manpower gaps and ascer 
tain the equipment needęd to 
bring critical care facilities at par 
with model guidelines by a 
court-appointed panel of 
experts. 
The court simultaneously 

ordered a nationwide audit of 
nursing colleges, requiring the 
Indian Nursing Council (INC) to 
submit a report on hands-on 
training facilities available to 
students across the 800 colleges 
under it. 

"States/UTS shall ensure gap 
assessment exercise is under 
taken by them and completed in 
two months. Simultaneously, 
they will work out mnodalities of 
putting into place/implementa 
tion of the minimum standards 
required for having ICU in any 
institution, starting from Level 1 
ICU," directed the bench of justi 
ces Ahsanuddin Amanullah and 
R Mahadevan. 

The directions were passed in 
proceedings wherein the court is 
considering framing uniform 
(ICU) guidelines, in regard to 
which a draft document by a 
17-member expert committee 

consisting mostly of doctors 
across fields had earlier submit 
ted a draft document, to which 
states and UTs were on April 20 
ordered tó respond. 
The draft guidelines defines 

what a hospital ICU should pro 
vide based on parameters of per 
sonnel, infrastructure and treat 
ment protocol, which provides 
for three tiers of ICU-the basic 
level (Level 1), followed by Level 
2 and Level 3, depending on spe 
cialised care required. 

Additional solicitor general 
(ASG) Aishwarya Bhati and 
court-appointed amicus curiae 
advocate Karan Bharioke, who 
were both part of the expert 
committee, informed the court 
that states and UTs sought a 
period of six to nine months to 
conduct "gap analysis", which 
the bench curtailed to two 
months. "India is in a critical 
stage where population is 
increasing by leaps and bounds 
with the healthcare facilities not 
able to match this demand," 
noted the court. 
The petition concerned a case 

filed before the national con 
sumer court filed by Asit Baran 
Mondal, who sought compensa 
tion for the death of his wife in a 
Kolkata hospital in 2013. In the 
course of proceedings, the Cen 
tre informed the court about 
Model ICU/CCU guidelines pre 
pared by the Union Health Min 
istry in 2023. 

Hindustan Times 

|ICU patient dies after 
|AC explodes in Doon 
HT Correspondent 
letters @hindustantimes.com 
DEHRADUN: A 66-year-old 
woman was killed and 16 oth 
ers injured after an explosion 
in an air-conditioning unit trig 
gered a fire at a private hospital 
in Dehradun on Wednesday, 
officials said. 
The incident took place at 

Panacea Hospital near Rispana' 
Bridge at around 9.35am, and 
the deceased was identified as 
Veeravati. Officials said that the 
AC was in the hospital's inten 

sive care unit (ICU). At the time 
of the incident, 14 patients were 
admitted in the hospital, out of 
which at least four to five peo 
ple were admitted in the ICU. 

Officials added that prelimi 
nary findings suggested a short 
circuit as the cause. 
Teams from the district 

administration, police, fire ser 
vices, and State Disaster 
Response Force (SDRF) took 
part in the rescue operation. 
They recovered around seven 
attendants, staff and others 
trapped in the premises, and 
transferred all patients to 
nearby facilities. Critically ill 
patients were prioritised for 

Police officers at the scene of 
the fire on Wednesday. HTPHOTO 

transfer, officials said. 
They added that Veeravati's 

death was prima facie caused 
by inhalation of şmoke. She was on a ventilator, said an 
official. 

Three personnėl from the 
police and fire services were 
injured during the rescue, he 
added. 
The district administration 

has ordered a detailed probe 
into the cause of the fire. 

"Due to heavy smoke and gas 
inside the ICU, several patients 
and some police personnel suf 
fered breathing difficulties and 
were admitted to Kailash Hos 
pital for treatment," said dis 
trict SSP Pramendra Dobhal. 
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Cloudnine to Acquire Apollo Units 
Maternity and paediatric verticals valued at 1,550 cr; Apollo Health and Lifestyle to hold 9.9% in combined entity post deal 

Our Bureau 

Mumbai: Cloudnine Hospitals, one of India's leadingmaternity and pae-
diatric care chains, willacquire Apol-
lo Cradle and Apollo Fertility, a net 
Work of maternity and infant care 
centres across the country. 
Post the transaction, Apollo Health 
and Lifestyle Ltd (AHLL) will hold a 
9.9% stake in the combinedentity ma 
king it the largest non-financial sha 
reholder. It will also have boardrepre 
sentation through a nominee direc-
tor, AHHLannounced Wednesday. 
The deal valued AHLL's standalo 
ne mother-and-child and fertility 
verticals at around 1,550 crore, 
comprising a mix of cash and equi-
ty in the merged platform. 

ET was the first to report last Oc-
tober that Cloudnine has signed an 
exclusivity agreement to acquire 
Apollo Cradle and the proposed transaction is expected to valuethe 
business at around 1,500 crore. In 
June 2025, ET first reported that Apollo Hospitals Enterprises Ltd 
(AHEL) had appointed a banker to 
scout for buyers for Apollo Cradle. 
Under Apollo Cradle, AHLL opera 

tes a chain of dozen maternity cent- Founded in 2006 by neo 
res in Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Chen- natologist Dr R. Kishore 
nai, Delhi NCR, and Punjab. Apollo Kumar along with co 
Fertility runs 20 fertility centres founders Rohit M.A., 
across India. The combined entity M. Ramachandra, and 
will operate more than 55 centres Vidya Kumar, Bengalu 
across key markets in the country ru-based Cloudnine Ho 
combining the strengths of Apollo spitals is a popular 
Cradle, Apollo Fertility and Cloudni- brand inmaternity and 
ne under a unified management paediatrichealthcare. 

structure, according to a staterment. 
The platform aims to enhance ac 

cess to specialised maternity fertility 
neonatal, and women's healthcare 
services across diverse geographies 
and income segments, while levera 
ging one of the country's lar 
gest pools of senior clinici 
ans supported by global 
clinical governance stan 
dards, the company said. 

Deal Snapshot 
Deal Value 
1,550 crore (cash + equity mix) 

Combined Market Size 
Network 730,000 er 
55+ centres mother & childcare 
across India segment 

COhmpanies 

Post-Deal Shareholding 
Cloudnine: Majority control 

AHLL: 9.9% stake 
PE investors (True North, 
TPG NewQuest, Temasek): 

Existing Cloudnine base 
(-77) 

Promoters: -10% 

THE EoONOMIC TIMES 
ALEAN BILL OF HEALTH 

Cloudnine Leads 
Race to Acquire 
Apollo Cradle 
Potential deal likely to 
value maternity and 
infant care hospital 
chain a 1500 crore 

In the Hunt 

ET Was the firstto report on 
October 15 last year that 
Cloudnine has signedan exclu 
stvity agTeement to acqutre 
Apollo Crade 
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THE DAILY QUIZ 
Here is a quiz on hOw Ebola infects, spreads, and survives 
Vasudevan Mukunth 

QUESTION 1 
Filovinuses come in five (known) 
genera. The two most famous are 
Ebola and Their natural 
resenvoir is almost certainly fruit bats 
of the Pteropodidae family of fruit 
bats, which are able to carry the virus 
without getting sick. Fill in the blank. 

QUESTION 2 
The Ebola virus does not directly 
destroy tissue. Instead, it infects 
macrophages and dendritic cells early. 
This prompts the immune system to 
releasea deluge of proteins called 

which encourage 
inflammation and damage the 
vascular endothelium. Fill in the blank. 

QUESTION 3 
The Ebola virus has a protein called 
VP35 that mimics X, which is a kind of 
RNA that the immune system's sensors 

CM 

have learnt to recognise as a sign of 
infection. However, VP35 binds to them 
in such a way that they're occupied but 
not activated, and they can't 'trigger 
the immune system's defence. What is 
X7 

QUESTION 4 
The Ebola virus can persist in 
immune-privileged sites in the body 
long after it has been cleared from the 
blood. These include the eyes' 

and the central nervous 
system. Fill in the blanks. 

QUESTION 5 
The Ebola virus first latches onto 
proteins on the cell surface. Then the 
cell swallows it whole, enclosing it in a 
bubble called a Y. Inside the Y, the cell's 
digestive enzymes accidentally help 
the virus by trimming part of its outer 
coat, revealing a hook that grabs on to 
a protein called NPC1. Then the virus 
fuses with the Y wall and gets into the 
cell proper. Name Y. 

Questions and Answers of the previous day's daily 
quiz: 1. On this day in 1873, which clothing company's 
founders were granted a patent for trousers reinforced 
with rivets? Ans: Levi Strauss 
2. Which American actor born on this day is known for his 
roles in films _You Can't Take It with You_,The 
Philadelphia Story, among others? Ans: James Stewart 
3. This Asian country became independent on this day in 
2002. On May 20, 2002, this became the first new 
sovereign state of the 21st century. Ans: Timor-Leste 

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co in 

Visual Question: 
Name this country. 
The disease is called 
Ebola virus disease, 
the virus is called 
Ebola virus, and the 
species label is "0 
ebolavirus", where Q 
is the former name of 
this country. 

4. This English philosopher and political economist 
conceived of liberty as justifying the freedom of the 
individual in opposition to unlimited state and 
social control. Who was he? Ans: John Stuart Mill 

5. This French novelist and playwright was bon on 
this day in 1799. Who was he? Ans: Honoré de 
Balzac 
Visual: ldentify this singer. Ans: Cher 
Early Birds: Soumendra Banerjee | Alok Kumar 
Giri | Sayandeep Das | Abhay Krishan | Yashica 
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Rising night-time heat 
an urgent health hazard 

AMITABH SINHA 
WHLE MOST conversation about extreme 
heat duringIndian summers centres on peak 
daytimetemperatures and heatwave spells, 
it is slowly becoming evident that warmer 
nights could pose a greater health risk to 
human beings, particularly those living in 
low-and middle-income housing units. 

Both day and nighttime average tem 
peratures are risingin India, but recent data 
suggest that nighttime temperatures may 
be increasing at a faster rate. ExpertS say in 
door thermal exposure could be a bigger 
threat to public health than exposure to 
daytime heat outdoors. 
A cooler evening and night allow the 

human body to recover from the heat ex 
perienced during the daytime. Butifnight 
time temperatures also remain high, the 
body is unable to recoup, and exposure to 
heat becomes prolonged and sustained, 
without any relie. People are confined in 
small spaces for several hours at a stretch. 
The situation gets aggravated inside houses 
without natural ventilation or access to air 
conditioning. 
A recent study by Climate Trends, a 

Delhi-based climate-focused research or 
ganisation, in 50 houses in Chennai-all 
medium- and low-income residential 
units--showed that occupants were fre 
quently sleeping in temperatures exceeding 
32° Celsius. Sometimes, night-time tem 
peratures even exceeded 35° Celsius, very 
similar to peak day-time temperatures in 
the city."This study highlights the need for 
passive cooling solutions and structural 
changes in low-cost housing inurban areas. 
Inthenextphase, weplan to study the dam 
age that indoorheat exposure is doingto our 
bodies," said Palak Balyan of Climate 
Trends, one of the authors of this study. 
Rising night-time temperatures 

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026 

Tndiah Érg 

India's average temperatüre has in 
creased by about 0.7° Celsius between 1901 
and 2018,according to the 2020 comprehen 
sive climate change assessment over the In 
dian region. Both day and night-time tem 

AKIm 

People standing near a shop selling air coolers in New Delhi. ANI 

peratures have increased during this time, 
but at different rates. 

In the 30 years between 1986 and 2015, 
the temperature of the warmest day of the 
year increased by about 0.63° Celsius, while 
that of the coldest night increased by 0.4° 
Celsius. This suggests that the rise in day 
time temperature was more pronounced 
than the nighttime temperatures, which is 
true for this period. 

But the situation changes in future pro 
jections. The same assessIment said that the 
temperațure of the warmest day of the year 
could rise by 4.7° Celsius by the end of this 
century, while that ofthe coldest night could 
jumpbyas much as 5.5° Celsius. Night-time 
temperatures are all set to rise at a faster rate. 
This has already begun to happen, accord 
ing to mnore recent data by the India Me 
teorological Department (IMD). 

While the rapid rise in night-time tem 
peratures is happening everywhere, it is 
morej i in urbanspaces, mainly fhatiscalled the urban heat is be 
land effect. Concrete, roads, bricks and 
metal absorb the heat during the day and 

Relief 
measures 
The Climate 
Trends study 
noted there are 
measures that 

can bring 
immediate relief 
to people living 

in cramped 
households. 

Passive cooling 
solutions like 
reflective roof 
coatings or 
whitewashed 
roofs and walls 
can make a lot of 

difference. 

A cooler evening and night allow 
the human body to recover from the 
heat of the day. With hotter nights, 
heat exposure becomes sustained 

radiate it at night. The lack of adequate veg 
etation and green spaces, loss of water 
bodies and dense clustering of high-rise 
buildings arnplify this effect. Increasingly, 
the use of air-conditioners, which emit hot 
air outside, is emerging as a significant con 
tributor. There could be a difference of 4 
6° Celsius or more in the nighttime tem 
peratures of a city centre or a dense 
residential area of a city, and its outskirts. 
As we build more, this effect is likely to get 
further aggravated. 

Mostofurban India goes to sleep in small 
houses that are poorly designed and lack 
natural ventilation. Ifthese houses lack air 
conditioners, there is little nighttime relief 
for the humanbody. Sleep discomfort, rest 
lessness, exhaustion, and lack of energy are 
direct results ofthis condition, which affects 
people'sproductivity the next day. But there 
are major adverse health impacts as well, 
whose magnitude is still being assessed. 
Heatwave intermittent, heat 
perennial 

Dileep Mavalankar, former director of 

the Indian Institute of Public Health in 
Gandhinagar who has done extensive work 
on heat and its health impacts in India. 
gave an insightful example. He said the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation main 
tains a daily record of all-cause mortality 
in the city. 

"Ahmedabad records about 100 deaths 
every day - deaths due to all causes. We 
have seen that on days when the maxi 
mum day-time temperature exceeds 4s 
degree Celsius, if the maximum night 
time temperature is below 28 degree 
Celsius, there is not much of a change in 
the daily all-cause mortality. But if the 
night-time temperature rises to between 
28 and 30 degree Celsius, all-cause mnor 
tality increases to about 165. If the night 
time temperature is more than 30 degree 
Celsius, mortality goes up to as high as 265. 
This is an interesting correlation. Even 
without doing a full-scale analysis of the 
cause of death, we can see somethingvery 
significant is happening here. The thresh 
olds would be different for other cities, but 
there is a very clear indication that higher 
night-time temperatures are strongly 
linked to mortality." Mavalankar said. 

At least 23 states and more than 200 
cities now have heat action plans that get 
implemented every summer. A bulk of 
that is focused on dealing with heatwave 
like situations. But a heatwave is a very 
specific event and is declared when very 
specific temperature criteria are satisfied 
It happens maybe two or three times a 
month. Extreme heat, on the other 
hand, is a constant in Indian summer. And 
so is the trend of rising night-time 
temperatures. 

One component of most heat action 
plans is about long-term measures needed 
to reduce impacts. These include coordi 
nated efforts to improve urban infrastruc 
ture, comneup with better low-cost housing 
and increase green spaces. There is a need 
forpaying greater attention to theseaspects 
ofthe heat action plan. 

The Climate Trends study on Chennai 
households noted there are measures that 
can be applied to bring immediate relief to 
peoplelivingin cramped households. Pass: 
ive cooling solutions like relective roof 
coatings or whitewashed roofs and walls 
can make a lot of difference. Some struc 
tural changes, like introducing natural 
ventilation, can also help. 
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'Ebola risk high at regional and 
national levels, low worldwide 
Agence France-Presse 

GENEVA 

The World Health Organi 
zation on Wednesday said 
the risk of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo's deadly 
Ebola outbreak was cur 
rently high at the national 
and regional levels but low 
worldde. 

WHO experts said that 
while investigations into its 
origins were ongoing, gi 
ven the scale of the situa 

tion in the eastern DRC, 
the outbreak probably be 
gan a couple of months 
ago. 

But the UN health agen 
cy's emergency committee 
said it did not currently 
meet the pandemic emer+ 
gency threshold. 
"WHO assesses the risk 

of the epidemic as high at 
the national and regional 
levels, and low at the glo 
bal level," said the organi 
sation's chief Tedros Adha 

nom Ghebreyesus. 
So far, 51 cases have 

been confirmed in the 
DRC, in the eastern pro 
vinces of Ituri and North 
Kivu, "although we know 
the scale of the epidemic in 
DRC is much larger", he 
told a press conference at 
the WHO's headquarters in 
Geneva. 

"Beyond the confirmed 
cases, there are almost 
600 suspected cases and 
139 suspected deaths." 
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ly listed, Birla Opus delivered a vatives. 

Apollo Hospitals Profit Soars 36% 
Revenue up 18% at t6,605 crore for quarter; core businesses drive growth 

Our Bureau 

Mumbai: India's leading hospital 
chain Apollo Hospitals reported 
an 18%o year-on-year increase in 
consolidated revenue to 6,605 cro 
re for the fourth quarter ended 
March, while consolidated net 
profit grew 36% to <529 crore, the 
company said in apost-market ho 
urs press release on Wednesday. 
For FY26, Apollo reported a 16 % 

year-on-year increase in consoli-
dated revenue to 25,229 crore, 
while consolidated net profit grew 
34% to1,942 crore. 

close. 

The robust performance was dri-
ven by growth across its core busi-
nesses, including healthcare ser 
vices, diagnostics and retail he-
alth, and digital and pharmacy. 
"Our expansion strategy conti-

nues to be guided by In 
dia's long-term health-
care needs. During the 
year, we strengthened 
our footprint through 

new facility laurnches and conti-
nued progress on expansion pro 
jects across key cities," said Prat 
hap C Reddy, Chairman, Apollo 
Hospitals Enterprises. 

improving access to high-quality 
healthcare in Tier 2 and Tier3 mar 
kets. This is not only a strategic 
priority, but also a responsibility 

to bring advanced healthcare 
closer to underserved communiti 
es while maintaining the highest 
standards of care," said Reddy. 

The new entity is progressing to 
wards a potential listing by Q4 

cro 

"We remain deeply committed to FY27, he added. 

of t 
dur 

NE 
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be 

pa 

He said the proposed demerger 
of Apollo's pharmacy and digital 
health businesses is a strategic 
step towards enabling sharper fo- Th 
cus, accelerated growth, and long Ki term value creation. 
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reduced to zero. AP 

WHO: Risk of 
Global Spread 

of Ebola Low 
Geneva: The head of the World He 
alth Organization (WHO) said on 
Wednesday the risk of global spread 
of the Ebola outbreak in Congo and Üganda is high at na tional, regional levels 

but low at the global level. WHO Director 
GeneralTedros Adha 
nom Ghebreyesus sa 
id so far 51 cases have been confirmed in 
Congo in thenorthern 
provinces of Ituri and North Kivu provinces in Congo, "although 
we know the scale of 
the epidemic is much larger:"He said Ugan 

WHODG said 
so far 51 
cases have 
been 
confirmed in 
Congo in the 
northern 
provinces 

da has also told the UN health agen 
cy of twO confirmed cases in Ugan 
da's capital, Kampala. "Beyond the 
confirmned cases, thhere are almost 
600 Suspected cases and 139 suspec-
ted," he said. "We expecti those num-
bers to keep increasing." AP 



GLP-1 WAVE LIFTS INJECTABLES MARKET 

No Cosmetic Job 
with Jabs, Warns 
Drug Regulator 
CDSCO advisory says Tackling Ugly Side 
COSmeticS can only 
be rubbed, sprayed 
or sprinkled on body 

Teena Thacker 

New Delhi: India's drug re 
gulator has issued an adviso-
ry that warns against pro-
ducts being administered 
through injections as part of 
COSmetic procedures, a con 
cern that's become acute as 
GLP-1 drugs get normalised 
as jabs used for aesthetic en 
hancementglobally and simi 
lar trends are expected to wi 
dely reach Indian boutiques. 
The notice issued by the 

Central Drugs Standard 

(CDSCO) cites provisions of 
the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940, and the Cosmetics 
Rules, 2020. 

Injectable beauty CDSCO 

Curbing Products' Misuse > 10 

treatments on 
regulator's radar 

Procedures 
SUch as skin 
brightening 
glutathione drips, 
hyaluronic 
acid injections 
are carried 
out in a 
grey 
Zone 

CosmeticS not 
meant for 
treatment, only 
for cleansing & 
beautifying 

advisory 
may also 
COver 
Botox 

Crackdown 
also on 
misleading 
product 
claims 

SEEKING END-TO-END ACCOUNTABILITY 

Registry to Trace 
Makers, Users of 
Medical Implants 
Safety Monitor 

Health ministry could be 
CUstodian of data 
Repository Imports of 
to guider medical implants 
policy ($ m) 
measures 

Will help 
keep low 
quality 
imports 
in check 

FY22 423 

Control Organisation SHORTAGES LOOM AS RAW WHEY 4x PRICIER IN 2 YEARS 

Source: Directorate 
General of Commercial 
Intelligence& Statistics 

Protein Boom Loses its 'Whey' 
Global turmoil and rising demand haveraised whey 

prices by about four times in the last two years, squeez 
ing margins for brands. Shilpa Ranipeta reports. > 4 

Yogima Seth 

New Delhi: India plans to 
tighten oversight of implan 
table medical devices by crea 
ting a national registry to 
track products and patients, a 
move aimed at curbing overu 
se, fixing accountability and 
ensuring only certified devi 
ces are used. 
"The proposal is being consi 

dered at the highest level and 
an announcement is expected 
sOon," a senior government 
official told ET. 
According to the official, re 

gistry data will help guide po 
licy measures and improve 
procurement at the national 
level for government-run 
schemes with clear distinc 
tion between quality vis-a-vis 
low-cost devices. It will help 
check cheap and low-quality 
imports from neighbouring 
countries, the official added. 
India's medical devices sec 

tor is projected to grow to $50 
billion by 2030. 

During Global Devike Recalls > 11 


