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May 26, six days ahead of norm

Jayashree Nandl
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NEW DELHE: The southwest mon-
soon is forecast to arrive over
Kerala on May 26, six days ahead
of the normal June 1 date, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Friday — though an

emerging El Nifio could under- |
cut the season well before it |

reaches peak intensity.
Conditions are favourable for
the system to advance over parts
of the south Bay of Bengal, the
Andaman Sea. and the Andaman

and Nicobar Islands within 24  May

hours, IMD said. Extensive rain

is expected along the southern
parts of the west coast through
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Extensive rain is
coast through May 28, according to IMD.
four-day error margin, the

REUTERS

2.
In 2025, the monsoon last, weather agency stated. The June

arrived over Kerala on May 24. 1 normal date itself carries a
This year's forecast carries a  standard deviation of about 7

[ schedule

days, meaning early arrivals are
not unusual — but early arrival
has historically offered no pro-

| tection against a weak season.

“There is no correlation
between the early onset of mon-
soon and overall quantum of
monsoon rain. In fact, there have

been years when monsoon has

4 arrived early but rainfall has
“45  been weak It depends on how

many low pressure systems
form or how the surge develops
because monsoon MOves in sur-
climate and meteorol-

ogy. Skymet Weather.
But this year, atmospheric Sg-

nals from the Pacific are on |
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| "Clobal effort key
to win in war on

lettrry@tundustantymes com

NEW DELHI: Union home minister
Amit Shah on Friday called for a
unified global effort on the war on
drugs, calling upon ambassadors
and diplomats of around 40 coun-
tries to join the fight, the home
ministry said in a statement.

He was delivering the R N Kao
memorial lecture of the Research
and Analysis Wing (R&AW) in
Delhi. The event was attended by
ambassadors and diplomats from
40 countries, including US envoy
Sergio Gor, and senior officials
from the Indian security appara-

the statement said.

Shah also underlined the
“im of sharing rea-time
intelligence to interdict narcotics
cmdgunalﬁ_u\dmm

that there s a need for all responst-
ble countries to reach a consensus
on the fact that the war on drugs s
critical for national security, pro-
and prevent:
ing narco-states from becoming

drugs, says Shah

alternate power centres.

“To achieve this goal, Shah
called for close international coor-
dination. Further, in view of the
borderiess nature of this threat. he
called upon the ambassadors and
diplomats of different countries
present in the audience to join
India’s efforts in the war against
drugs.” the ministry said.

The world. Shah said. with a
population of 8 billion people. 195
natons. and 250,000 kilometres of
international borders, cannot
tackle the problem of drugs
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%y from hantavirus-hit ¢
ship arrive in Australia |
for 3-week quarantine

Associated Press
Melbourne, May 15

e

would spend a few days in a
quarantine center before they
were sent home.
SIX PASSENGERS from a “We have taken the decision
cruise ship hit by a hantavirus  to take a stronger approach to
outbreak arrived FridayinAus-  quarantine arrangements than
tralia foraquarantineexpected that because we are deter-
to last at least three weeks. mined to ensure there is norisk
The Gulfstream long-range - atallof any transmission ofthis
businessjet carryingthem from  virusinto the Australian com-
the Netherlandslandedat RAAF  munity,” Butler told reporters
Base Pearce outsidetheWestern  in his hometown of Adelaide.
Australia state capital, Perth. The The five Australians and one
passengers, Crew and adoctor NewZealand citizen will spend
who accompanied them were the three-weéek quarantine
taken by bus tothe nearby Bulls- period in the facility that had re-
brook quarantine facility. mained largely unused since it
Australian Health Minister ~ was built in 2022 is response o
mark Butler said the govern- the COVID-19 pandemic.
ment would implement one of A decision had yet to be

5 ngest uarantine made on what precautions
fmﬁmm‘&w should be taken for the re-

He said passengers o'f the mainderofthe 42-day period of /
cruise ship MV Hondlus who potential lncubatlo'n that the
returned to the United States world Health Organization
and most European countries identified, Butler sal.
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- Congo confirms new

Ebola outbreak as

Associated Press
Iiinshasa, May15

death toll reaches 65

. AFRICA CDC, the continent's

top public health body, on Friday

- confirmed anew Ebolaoutbreak
| inCongo’s remote Ituri province,
with 246 suspected cases and 65

deaths recorded so far.

The deaths and suspected |

cases have been recorded
mainly in the Mongwalu and
Rwampara health zones, the
Africa Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said in a

statement.
The Ebola virus is highly

contagious and can be con*

tracted through bodily fluids
such as vomit, blood, orsemen.
The disease it causesis rare, but
severe and often fatal.

“Four deaths have been re-

ported among laboratory-con-

' firmed cases. Suspected cases

have also been reported in
Bunia, pending confirmation,”
the agency said, referringtothe
capital of Ituri province, near
the border with Uganda.

It said preliminary labora-
tory results have détected the

A Health worker sprays
disinfectantonacolleagueatan
Ebola treatment center in Beni,
Congo, on September 9, 2018.FiLt

Ebola virus in 13 of 20 samples
tested. The latest outbreak
comes around five months after
Congo's last Ebola outbreak was
declared over after 43 deaths.
Ituri is in a remote eastern
part of Congo characterised by
poor road networks, and is more
than 1,000 kilometres from the
nation's capital of Kinshasa.
Africa CDC said it is con-
cerned about the risk of further
spread due to intense popula-
tion movement, mining-re-
lated mobility in Mongwalu.
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IMD has forecast ‘below normal’

- rains this year amid El Nino rigk *

:' »Continued from p 1
“he onset of monsoon
in Kerala marks the

1 arrival of the south-
: westmonsoonmthelndlan

i mainland. It is an impor-
: tant indicator character-
: ising the transition from

: hot and dry conditions to
the rainy season.

The met department

i has already predicted
: ‘below normal’ monsoon
: rainfall this year over
: many parts of the country
: amid the growingrisk of El

: Nino, which is invariably
: associated with harsher
: summer and weaker mon-
: sooninsouth Asia.

Meanwhile, IMD on Fri-

E day said conditions were fa-

.
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

vourable for the advance of
southwest monsoon over
parts of south Bay of Ben-
gal, Andaman Sea and An-

damané&NicobarIslandsin
thenext 24 hours.

IMD has been issuing
operational forecasts for
the date of monsoon onset
over Kerala from 2005 on-
wards, using an indige-
nously developed statisti-
cal model with a model
errorof +4days.

Thesix predictors used
in the models are: mini-
mum temperatures over
north-west India, pre-
monsoon rainfall peak
over south Peninsula, out-
going long wave radiation
(OLR) over south China
Sea, lower tropospheric
zonal wind over equatorial
southeast Indian Ocean,
outgoing long wave Radi-
ation (OLR) over south-
west Pacific Ocean, and

lower tropospheric zonal
wind over equatorial
northeast Indian Ocean.

su
di
he
hi
lc

MONSOON ONSET
OVER THE YEARS
Forecast |
Year | Date Ihte
2011 | May3l | May2
212 | Junel | June$
2013 | June3 | Junmel
2014 | June5 | Juneb
215 | May30 | June$5
216 | June7 | June8
2017 | May30 | May30
2018 | May29 | May28
2019 | June6 | JumeB
(220 | June5 | Jumel
2021 | May3l | June3
0222 | May2l | MayXd
2023 | Jumed | June8
A4 | May3l | May3
May2l | My
| . Earliest onset on record:
4] May 18,1990
| (IMD's operational forecast :
' uses model error of +/- 4 days)
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* For Capital's Floatin
Verification May Sprin

Migrants Who Don't Figure On 2002 List, Those Living

Aok Mbdiadea
#eimesalindia.com

New Delhl: [shag Noort, o
Qawwal living in Uttam Na
ar's Bivagwatl Vihat, bs bra
cing for challenges abead of
the SIR ratlout in Delhy

Duritg a recent preparato
Iy voter mapping, Noort's na
me could not be verified. Tho
ugh b s registered voter and
his name was in the electoral
rolis in 2000, 1t was missing
from the 2002 rolks. Noari, who
had migrated from UP <id he
ishavingtolook for documents
1o ge1 his name verified even
though he has been living In
Bhagwsti Vikar for decades.

In areas like Sangam Vi.
har, Seelampur, Burar! and
Uttam Nagar, which hive a
large migrant population, se-
veral others ke Noori whose
names were missing from the
2002 lstare worrisd ahead of
the verification, which is sot
tobeginon June 30

Thelastsuchexercise inthe
capltal was carried out in 208

The latest ane is likely to
put the spotlight on one of Dei.
hi's least documented bug polt-
tically significant populations
— Mmigrant and rental voters,
The city's electorate 18 unusy.
ally fluld, shaped by lakhs of
Purvanchali migrants, sty
dents, domestic  workers,
construction labourers, jhug-
&l residents and young profies-
xknnn!swhotmqmnuydmm
addresses or live in informal
housing arrangements

A Deihi election panel offs-
clal said the 13 indicative docu-
ments required for the verifi-
cation of such people include
Aadhaar card, birth certifica.
te, passport, matriculation cer
tificate, permanent resident
certificate, caste certificate

certificate issued by govt.
Sanjay Kumar, 8 migrant

from Bihar who lives in See.

lampur's Ajit Nagar, said b

v\

n
{
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g Population,

g SIRprise

Informally On Rent Worried

Activity | Dates
WHAT IS SIiR? - Training and preparation | hese 20-29
The election commission hag ’ Door-to-door BLO verification | ume 30-duly
redsion SIR o Deree™  © POWRg statin rtlonstuaton | By ey 2
electoral ols o remove Dratt electoral ol publication | Awg's
Ineligible voters, update vater Claims and objections period | Aug S-Sept 4
l recorg;mdmreno&glbu Disposal of claims and objections | Awg 5-0ct 3
v oul Final electoral roll publication | Oet7
l U e e ——
- - —
' HOW VERIFICATION WILL HAPPEN — 'y
| Boothvievel affices (BL0S) willconduet doorto-oor verifcationacrossDel eaper Ay P e
\mmmmnroms WHEN DOCUMENTS MAY Voters living in S —
> Existing voters wil receive enumeration ~ BE REQUIRED Deihi before 2002 —
forms > Check your name < AN
You may be asked to submit n Delhl's 2002 A
>Fﬂlme'ofmmdnumomcowmu.o documents (st to be notified
> Online submission option will alsobe ~ [ater) i your name appears in é:gﬁ?mme
avallable the 2025 electoral roll, but your
>No s are required to be MIme, OF YOUr parents'/relatives” Kaep these detalls
docume detadls, do not appear in the ready:
attached at the inital stage 202 voter rolls of Dehioramy
other state
1f detalls in the 2002 and 2025 electoral > Assembly
rolls match and no objections arise, your > 11 $0Ch cases, further constituency’s
verification may be carried out and
name is ikely to contine in the eloctoral and a decision will be taker: after name and numbes
roll without major complications By electio ities * Voter 10 details
v IF YOUR NAME IS
MIGRANT VOTERS WHO 9 5 Keep these detalls ready: MISSING
SHIFTED TO DELHI AFTER 2002 = __ . > Parent’s name i your own name is ot
Your name may not appear in A > State name found in older voter
Dedhi's 2002 voter list > Assembly constituency details rolls, but your fathes’s or
> Voter 10 details m::nfs name appears,
WHAT YOU SHOULD DO The details may be from: detais i the enaméeation
Search your earlier voter record > 2002 roll (depending an form. This may
from the state where you previously P00l when SIRwas (a5t establish family linkage
lived through the ECI portal > 20050l held in it stare) during verification
bility Tam still trying to figure Shabir AY, o resident of exercise " said Al officers (BLO$) will condy
away out,” sald Kumar Azadpur, said the nearty Bha- Md Anish, who lives near o houseto-house verification
Dethl currently has are. rola village has a large presen.  the Shastri Park Buland Ma-  and distribute enumerstion
und L5 crore registernd voters, ceof Purvanchali voters. “The 5)id, suid SIR should be trans ﬁorms,whucanilaommm
up from 147 crore in 2000. The  village has around 45000 v parent and fair, A Biri from  online,” the official nddad.
official said that the poll panel — T DEighbOUFhoOd  Whose “If & BLO finds a house
his already mapped around “MES S\ . l parents are registored voters  Jocked ut the time of the enu-
40% of existing votees by mat- o pe( LAL  of e area has not been en-  meration, he will slip 1n the
ching both the 2002 and xes rolled as a voter sven though  forms and make at Jeast thr-
electoral rolls, The preparato tors, many of whom stay on  she sabmitted all proofs, in e Visits to collect them after
ry work has been rent without any formal rent  cluding her Parents’ voter they are fllled, “ said the off)-
and In the coming woalks, 4 s& MIM { card d s, " he that

rrocunement of COMPLETE ENCLOSURE
FOR FEED GATE FOR OVERHAULING

LI e voters aoe not ieegic
I tively affoctid during the

mligibie enries from
electoral mils “Booth level

LALLS

BLO whn b
AR Y 5ty (he house

ments Lo 1

| GOVERNMENT OF WEST bincaL [

—
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. Thoto for tepresontation
Chidanand Rajghatta | vy

- College has found herself a “thriving birth tourism eco- applicant concealed the true vement appears comparative |
: swept into America’s heated =

: nomy" exists in the country. purpose of travel while obtai- 1y modest, though Indianort- |
. battleover immigration, birth- The Washington-based Center
¢ rmight citnzenship, and what Immigration Studies estimated in

' VIR pM TS LIl FER AW OWEANE LN FRARRNIAN, VEWT N D ITUMP S OXTUnve nroaeg I 1T D e fd-\..ht.. CATH e of
g Raul Cutllermo  Rodrigues  ban Ameriean US secretary of  inJan on Cuba specifl T #Ns, and

eall e enders o pro ros
oy n o th in ties that
ey

‘birth tourism’ *

RS B oA :

Born in the USA? Desi doc under lens for

such services are from China Birth tourismoccupiesale  clients also became prominent | )
and Russia, raising what they gally murky space in the US  during the past decade. espect. | 1
called “national security con-  While it is not {llegal for afore-  ally in Florida and Southern |

~ business as MAGA hawks go after her ‘delivery’ service

Washington: A California-bha-
sad obstetrician of Indian ori-
gin who graduated from Sec-

cerns.” Gill struck an even ignvisitortogivebirthwhilein Calfornia. with  agencies | i
underabad’s Gandhi Medical

sharper tone, saying it should America, legal issues arise openly advertsing “American |
“appall every American” that when authorities believe an baby” packages Indian ol | |

Theletter to Dr Javid accu-  ning a tourist visa, potentially in doctors, consultants and _
ses her practice of explicitly amounting to visa fraud. In mavel facilitators occasionally

: MAGA nationalists call the 2020 that roughly 26,000 babies were marketing services to “inter- 2020, the US state department operate i the broader medical ‘
: “birth tourism industry”™ ;
i Dr Athiva Javid, whoruns visas. A later estimate placed the ternity care” and offeringassi- urist visas when officials belie-

: anOB-GYNpracticeinSanJo- figure at around 70,000 births in 2023  stance that allegedly goes be- ve the primary purpose of tra- rsm nerworks, there s lintle

: se, is among four maternity- yond medical treatment, inclu-  velischildbirthforcitizenship. evidence of extensive India-ba-

: related businesses that recei- tomatically receive American ding “logistics  support, Congressional ~ Republi- sed operations targeting US ci

: ved probe letters this week citizenship under the 14th temporary housing assistan- cansand conservative immig- tizenship births at scale Sull,
: from the powerful house com- Amendment. ce, and legal consultations.” ration groups argue the birth the issue resonates politically
: mittee on oversight and gove- “Birth tourism should ne- Congressional investiga- tourism industry has grown because India 1s deeply entwi-
. rnmentreformledbyRepubli- ver be bigbusinessinthe US,” tors demanded records da- substantially The Washing ned with Amenca’s immigra-

born annually to women on tourist ~ national patients seeking ma- tightened visarules todeny to-  tourism scosystem. _
Unlike Chinese birth tou- |

: can chairman James Comer Comer and Gill wroteinasta- ting back to Jan 2020, inclu- ton-based Center for Immigra- tion system through the H1B
: and Texas Congressman tementaccompanyingthepro- ding advertising materials, tion Studies estimated in 2020 and family visa pipelines. Indi-
! Brandon Gill, who heads the be, adding, “This tactic explo- contracts, visa-related coa- thatroughly26,000babieswere an nationals already account
: panel's task force on defen- its US immigration law, and chingdocuments,referralag- bornannually towomenonto- forsomeof the largest backlogs
¢ ding constitutional rightsand those who wilfully misrepre- reements,andaggregatefigu- urist visas. A later estimate for employment-based green
¢ exposinginstitutionalabuses. sent their intentions totempo- res on clients and revenues placed the figure at around cards, meaning many Indian
: The congressional inquiry rarily cometotheUSarebrea- generated from maternity 70,000 births in 2023 involving families legally residing in the
: tarpets what lawmakers desc- king the law” Besides Dr Ja- packages tailored for foreign temporary visitors. US spend years in temporary
: ribeasbusinesses “engagedin vid’s clinic, the letters were expectant mothers. As of Fri. Historically Chinese natio-  visa status while their US-born
¢ and profit from birth tourism”  sent to Doctores Para Ti, Have day morning, Dr Javid had not ggggﬁ!vﬁv children automatically become
i —thepracticeof foreignnatio My Baby in Miami and Inter- responded to the allegations. tourism industry, particularly citizens. That contradiction
i nals travelling to the US on national Maternity Services.  Other companies contactedby ~wealthy families seeking edu- has made Indians unusually
: temporary visas specifically to The lawmakers claimed Congress had either declined cationaland mobility advanta- ﬁ!n&i participants in the
i give birth so their children au- most foreign nationals using commentor not responded. ges for their children. Russian  birthright citizenship debate.

,. , >y



