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Noting that the majority of 
the 51 hospitals show-caused by 
the Delhi government for flout 
ing this obligation, a bench of 

5) justices PK Mishra and NV 
Anjaria said, "Instead of the 
court forcing you, we will ask 
you to prepare an action plan on. 
your part. If you fail on that, 
nobody can save you." 
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Frame guidelines to ensure 
|free treatment foOr EWS: SC 
Abraham Thomas 
abraham.thomas@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday directed the framing of guidelines to imple-
ment its 2018 order binding pri 
vate hospitals in Delhi that 
received land at concessional 
rates to provide free treatment 
to the p00r. 

The court had issued con 
tempt notices in February and 

dApril to the 51 hospitals for dis 
regarding its 2018 judgment, 
which directed the hospitals 
that obtained land at subsidised 
rates to comply with the accom 
panying condition to providea 
25% OPD facility and 10% beds 
for economically weaker sec 
tions (EWS) of the society. 

Subsequently, most of the 

hospitals filed responses. Upon 
reviewing these responses, the court-appointed amici curiae, 
senior advocate Sanjay Jain and 
advocate Ninad Laud, found 41 
hospitals to be in default anonly 
two were found to be in satisfac 
tory compliance with the court's 
order. 
The court directed the Delhi 

government to facilitate a meet 
ing on May 23, where the repre sentatives from the hospitals 
can sit together with officials of the Union health ministry, Delhi 
government's health depart 
ment, Delhi Development 
Authority, Land & Development 
Office, and Municipal Corpora 
tion of Delhi, with the two ami 
cus curiae and come out with 
commonly accepted guidelines. 

Posting the matter on July 29, 
the bench said, "For the next 
two months, we will see how the guidelines are implemented. 
If we see the hospitals are defal 
cating, we know what action to take." 
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The 51 hospitals facing scru 
tiny by the court include the 
chain of Max hospitals, Fortis, 
Mool Chand Khairati Lal, Pri 

mus Super Speciality, Sita Ram Bhartia, VIMHANS, Dharam 
shila Narayana, Jaipur Golden Hospital, National Heart Insti tute, Pushpawati Singhania, 
Rajiv Gandhi Cancer l 
and St Stephen's hospital. 
A report by amici curiae 

flagged the hospitals' inability to explain the steps they have taken to encourage EWS 
patients. "There is no material 
to show that such hospitals 
have provided an integrated and 
respectable infrastructure to 
treat such patients, more partic 
ularly, in the context of OPDS 
and pharmacies," the report 
read. They suggested that hos 
pitals should put up large 
hoardings at the entrance and 
in the lobby in a language EWS 
patients can understand, along 
with advertisements in newspa 
pers. The court said, "There is 
no dispute that there is non 
compliance by hospitals. Those 
who were given land on conces 

sional rates, the allotment can 
not be withdrawn at this stage. 
But if they continuously default, 
we may ask them to provide 
market rate of land." 



Tests in Italy & Spain negative; 
global hunt on for hantavirus 
Reuter 
Rome, Paris, May 13 

SEVENTEEN PEOPLE under 
observation in Italy and Spain 
for possible hantavirus infec 
tion have tested negative, the 
Countries' health ministries said 
on Wednesday as governments 
around the globe track the virus 
to stop it from spreading. 

The MV Hondius cruise 
ship, which had confirmed 
hantavirus cases on board, is 
expected to arrive at the Dutch 
port of Rotterdam on Monday, shipowner Oceanwide Expedi 
tions said, adding that the re 
maining 25 crew members, 
along with two medical staff, 

will follow quarantine proce 
dures set by Dutch authorities 
upon arrival. 

The World Health Organiza 
tion saidon Tuesday more cases 
were expected from the cluster 
that broke out on the ship dur 
ing a polar expedition that de 
parted from Argentina, but it 
stressed this was nothing like 
COVIDand was not a pandenmic. Hantavirus is primarily 
spread by rodents but can be 
transmitted between people in 
rare cases. 

Incubation can last about 
six weeks, and crew, passengers 
and people in contact with 
them have been quarantined in several European countries. 

Tu le 

Three people, a Dutch 
couple and a German national, 
have died since the start of the 
outbreak. Some European 
health ministers were to meet 
on Wednesday afternoon to 
share information and better 
coordinate their response to the 
virus, French Health Minister 
Stephanie Rist told parliament. 

The European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control 
has recommended quarantỉne 
for all asymptomatic passen 
gers from the original cruise 
ship for six weeks, until June 
21/22 depending on when they 
left the boat. The WHO has in 
creased its tally of confirmed 
cases in the outbreak to nine. 
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ssible limit. 

Eli Lilly Bets Big on 
Alzheimer's in India 

Rica Bhattacharyya 

Mumbai: Eli Lilly is positio 
ning Alzheimer's disease as a 
key part of its long-term inno 
vation pipeline alongside obe-
sity and metabolic therapies, 
as the US drugmaker expands 
its specialty medicine push in 
India, said a senior company 
executive. 
"Azheimer's is part of our 

Overall strategy andpipeline," 
Winselow Tucke, president 
and general manager, Eli Lilly 
and Company (India), told ET 
in an interview. "We do have a 
pipeline in neurodegenerati-
ve diseases." 
Eli Lilly Tuesday launched 
Lormalzi (donanemab), its on 

ce-monthly amyloid plaque 
targeting therapy for early symptomatic Alzheimer's di. 
sease in ndia. The drug is ex 
pected to be available in the co 
untry this month through ho spitals and pharmacies. 
The treatment has been pri 

ced at 91,688 per 350 
mgvial. Itis admini 
stered as an intrave 
nous infusion once 

every four weeks and follows a 
finite treatment period of up 
to 18 months. "It is given on a 
monthly basis... and that can 
Continue up to 18 months. But 
there is a finite period," said 
Tucker. “We are also going to 
have analternative access pro 
gramme that will help pati 
ents to get more access." 
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22.I million excess deaths 
during Covid-19: Report 
Rhythma Kaul 
letters@hindustantimes.com 
NEW DELHI: The latest World 
Health Statistical Report again 
underlined higher volumes of 
excess deaths during Covid-19 
pandemnic with the report esti 
mating 22l million excess deaths 
having occurred between 2020 
and 2023, over three times the 
documented 7 million deaths. 

Excess mortality was highest 
in 2021, with 10.4 million deaths, 
as more lethal variants emerged 
and health systems faced severe 
strain, before declining to 3.3 mil 
lion deaths in 2023. Men consist 
entły saw higher excess mortal 
ity than women, with age-stan 
dardised mortality rates about 
50% higher in men than women 
at the 2021 peak. 
A strong age gradient was also 

apparent; excess mortality rose 
sharply in older adults and was 10 
times higher in people 85 years 
and older than among younger 
adults, the data showed. 
The Covid-19 pandemic 

inflicted a setback of historic pro 
portions that wiped out nearlya 
decade of gains in life expectarncy 
and healthy life expectancy by 
2021, according to the report 
released on Wednesday. Recov 
ery since 2022 has been uneven, 
with persistent disparities 
according to region, age and sex, 
it added. 
The World Health Statistics 

report provides the most compre 
hensive annual assessment of 
global health trends available to 
WHO Member States and the 

broader international health 
community. 

Itadded that progress towards 
health-related Sustainable Devel 
opment Goals is insufficient, une 
ven across regions and popula-
tions, and increasingly vulnera 
ble to systemic shocks. It added 
NewDelbl 

A nurse attends a Covid 
patient in Budapest, Hungary, 
on December 13, 2021. AP 

that progress has stalled on uni 
versal health coverage, maternal 
and child health and reduction in 
premature mortality due to non 
communicable diseases -which 
remain the leading causes of 
mortality globally. 

Data show global long-term 
declines continue for infectious 
diseases: between 2010 and 2024, 
new human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) infections fell by 40%:; 
the tuberculosis incidence rate 
has dropped 12% since 2015; and 
the number of people who 
required interventions for 
neglected tropical diseases fell by 
36% from 2010. 

Global malaria incidence, 
however, has risen 8.5% since 
2015. 
High prevalence rates of pre 

ventable risk factors continue to 
hold back improvements. Global 
anaemia prevalence in women of 
reproductive age rose slightly to 
30.7% in 2023 compared with the 
2012 level and overweight in chil 
dren younger than 5 years has 
reached 5.5% in 2024. 
According to the report, 

progress towards Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) has slowed considerably in the sus 
tainable development goal (SDG) era (after 2015, when the goals 

were adopted). Between 2015 and 
2023, the global UHC service coV 
erage index increased only from 
68 to 71, reflecting a deceleration 
in improvement of about two 
thirds compared with 2000-2015. 
About a quarter of the global 
population faces financial hard 
ship due to out-of-pocket health 
spending, and 16 billion people 
are living in or have been pushed 
into poverty because of health 
expenses as of 2022, the report 
showed. 

Coverage of four childhood '* 
vaccines (one SDG indicator) is . 
still below the 90% global target, 
particularly for the second dose 
of the measles-containing vac 
cine, and immunity gaps con 
tinue to fuel outbreaks. 

Global mortality rates have 
improved since 2000, but 
progress has slowed sharply 
across key health areas, the 
report said. Maternal mortality 
ratio and under-5 mortality rate 
have fallen by 40% and 51% 
respectively since 2000, yet 
progress has slowed down in the 
SDG era. The 2023 maternal mor 
tality ratio is still nearly three 
times the target and many coun 
tries are not on track to reach 
child mortality goals. Global pre 
mature mortality from the four 
main noncommunicable diseases 
has declined by over 20% since 
2000, but progress is uneven and 
has slowed significantly since 
2015. 

"As the SDG period enters its 
final years, we must accelerate 
our efforts. Countries and part 
ners have a shared responsibility 
to ensure sustained political com 
mitment, adequate and predicta 
ble financing, and evidence-in 
formed decision-making. This 
report provides crucial evidence 
on which, together, we must act," 
sald WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, in the foreword. 



KINSHUK GUPTA 

. 

ICLEARLY remember the Sundays in my 
matchbox hostel room, the smell of slick 
bhaturaswaftingthrough the Corridor, when 
I would doze off for a power nap that was 
supposed to last only 15 minutes, as in 
structed by our in-charge. Those days were 
filled with fear, frustration, exhaustion, and 
at times, anger. And yet, beneath all ofit, 
there was also a dream: The thought of the 
day I would finally walk out of the examin 
ation hall after writing NEET and knowthat 
it was over, once and for all. 

Now, as news ofthe cancellation ofNEET 
2026 begins to trickle in, and the possibility 
of a retest looms, my heart goes out to all 
those youngstudents who believed it was fi 
nally over, only to find themselves dragged 
back into the same cycle ofuncertainty and 
anxiety. What is particularly tragic is that 
NEETitselfwas designed to reduce stress on 
medical aspirants and spare them the 
burden of multiple entrance examinations. 
Instead, it seemsto have reproduced the very 
anxieties it was meant to eliminate. 

This leak is nothing new. The 
pattern has repeated itselfover the 
years, with the 2024 controversy 
serving as the most recent rem 
inder of how fragile the system re 
mains. What troubles mne most is 
the cyclical nature of these leaks. 
Every controversy prompts cor 
rective measures that allow the 
next exam to proceed smoothly 

NEEThas revived anxieties 
it was mneant to eliminate 

until, ineitably, the cycle repeats itself. 
This time, question papers were geo 

tagged while in transit, and examination 
centresreportedly used SDjammers andAI 
enabled cameras. Yet, all of it proved insuf 
ficient. Perhaps that reveals that the issue no 
longer lies in isolated lapses alone, but in the 
deeper structural flaws of an examination 
systen that continues to rely on stopgap sol 
utions rather than meaningful reform. 

JEE Main offers an interesting case in 
point, having built a largely meticulous and 
leak-resistant reputation over time. It is a 
completely computer-based examination 
with end-to-end encryption. Questions are 
systematically tagged and drawn from ex 
tensive software-driven pools that generate 
multiple sets across several shifts. Students 
are also given two attempts, in January and 
April, reducing the immense pressure of a 
single do-or-die day. Rather than relying on 
thousands of centres across thecountry, the 
system uses selected, standardised centres. 
Asaresult, even ifabreach occurs, its impact 
remains far more contained. Further, we 

A weighted consideration of 
school performance, board 

examinations, and skill-based 
evaluation would allow a 

broader understanding ofa 
student's abilities 

mustalso begin to question the util 
ity ofNEET in itspresent form. The 
idea ofa single three-hour examin 
ation determining a student's fu 
ture has always seemed absurd to 
me. How can a person's compet 
ence to become a doctor be judged 
through 180 MCQS? The current 
format increasingly rewards rote 
memorisation overgenuine under 

standing, reducing learning to speed, pat 
term recognition, and endurance. 

Selections should move towards a more 
balanced and conprehensive system. A 
weighted consideration of school perfom 
ance, board examinations, and skill-based 
evaluation would allow a broader under 
standing ofa student's abilities. NEET Could 
function as a qualifying examination, fol 
lowed by assessments focused on reason 
ing, aptitude, and suitability for the profes 
sion. This could also help address the 
growing problem of score clustering at the 
topranks, where tiny margins now separate 
thousands of students, making the present 
system an increasingly weak differentiator 
ofmerit. It could reduce the overwhelming 
reliance on coachinginstitutes, which have 
increasingly become hotspots of burnout, 
emotional distress, and extreme academic 
pressure. Such skill-based learning and as 
sessment become even more important in 
aworldincreasingly shaped by AI, where the 
era of the fast-cramming medical aspirant 
is unlikely to survive for long. 

The question we must ask is whether we 
are finally willing to move beyond tempor 
ary outrage, take responsibility for repeated 
failures, and genuinely learn from them. 
More importantly, are we willingto offerstu 
dents a system that values their hard work 
andaspirations, ratherthan repeatedly test 
ing the limits of their endurance? 

Gupta is a doctor and writer 
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THE SPEAKING TREE 

Vitamins 
of Values 
BRANMA KUMARI CHAKRADHARI 
Vitamins are essential for the body and we obtain them from 
various foods. Similariy spiritual 
wisdom and meditation, which 
relate to our connection with God. 
nourish the human soul with sev. 
en values, much like vitamins do. 
The first is inner peace, an exp 

erience of deep calm, reflecting 
contentmnent, with pleasant thou 
ghts of peace: Iamapeaceful soul 
full of peace...I feel, experience 
andradiate peace to everyone.' 
The second vitamin isjoy over 

flowing lightness and enthusiasm. 
There isa sense of deep connec 
tion with the Self, others and na 
ture. Anaffirmation of joy is: I 
am joyfulandlight...Ishare my 
inner positive energy' 
Love is the feeling of goodness, 

where the heart is fulflled.'Afirm 
reflection of love is: Iam an ang 
elof love...Icare, share and serve 
all beings with spiritual feelings.' 
The fourth is bliss, a beautiful 

emotion in which one finds every. 
thing the heart desires: Iama 
blissful soul...Iconnect with God 
and fill myself with everything 
He has. 
The nextvitamin ispurity whe 

re the soul has erased all its nega 
tivity and has becomelight. Its po 
sitive affirmation is: I amapure 
spiritual energy' 
The sixth vitamin of strength 

and stability indicates that the 
soul has stopped being afraid, yet, 
it is tolerant: Tam soul conscious 
and completely free from being 
body conscious... No situation 
can overwhelm me.' 
The seventh vitaminenables em 

bodiment of truth and wisdom in 
every thought, word and action: 
Iinherit wisdom from God to live 

in humility and self-respect." 
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Norms to Govern use of High-risk Solvents in Syrups in the Works 
Teena Thacker 

New DolhmAÇ India's drug regula tor is working on regulatory gui delines governing the use of high-risk solvents in the wake of mounting concerns Over the use of Propylene Glycol and its toxic impurities Diethylene Glycol 
(DEG) and Ethylene Glycol (EG) in oral liquid medicines, particu larly syrups and drops intended for paediatric use. 
Earlier multiple incidents of 

contaminated cough syrups lea-
ding to children's death had come 
forward. 

DSLHI7GURGAON |THURSDAYI 14 MAY 2026! 

The experts committee under 
the drug regulatory authority 
had also flagged that several oral 
liquíd formulations are current 
ly being manufactured using 

such high-risk solvents, which pose potential safety risks due to ossible ontamination with 
DEG and EG. The Drugs Consul-tative Committee (DCC), at its 
67th meeting held on November last year, opined that CDSCO should un 
dertake dertake consul 
tations with 

stakehol 

ders to assess the 
current situation : current situation and collate de collate de tails of formulations being ma-
nufactured using such high-risk 
solvents, before taking further 
appropriate regulatory action. 
The committee flagged that se 

veral oral liquid formulations 
are currently being manufactu-

red using such high-risk sol vents, whichposepotential satety 
risks due to possible contamina tion with DEG and EG. The DCC 
also deliberated on the feasibility of switching to alternative exci 
pients and safer formulation app 
roaches. 
The urgency behind the move 

gains significance as many ufort 
unate incidents of deaths in 
children came forward in India 
and abroad due to made in India 
cough syrups in the past. 
Last year dozens of young child 

ren in Madhya Pradesh and Ra 
jasthan fell ill and many died af 
ter consuming locally sold cough 
medicines. Atleast 23 childrendi 
edafter consuming Coldrif syrup 
with one batch found to contain 
Over 48% DEG -500 times the per 
missible limit. 
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• EDUCATION 

Anonna Dtt 
NoDelhi, May 13 

Why NEET is more prone to paper leaks than JEE 
SEVERA. PEOME hve been detained in 
Maharashra and Ratashan amid a widen 
ing probe into the NEET-UG paper leak 
which led to the exam being cancelled. 
lakhs of students huve becn affected by the 
Cancellation. But this is not the first time ir 
rogularities have surfaced in thís medial 
cntranceoam In ontras. the JEE, the cn 
gincering entrance exam, has scen 
relatively fewer aontroversics. 

What are NEETand JEE? 
The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (Undergraduate) is a pen-and-paper 

entrance exam for admission to under 
graduate medical instítutions. It is con 
ducted by the National Testing Agency 
(NTA) In 13 Languages - English, Hindl, 
Assamese, Bengall, Gujarati, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabl, Taml, 
Telugu and Urdu. 

Indias frsh fruit andvegrtable eyorts 

The Jotnt Entrane Daminatkon (Maln), 
mcanwhile. is for admission to Centrally 
Punded Technical lnstitutes Students who 

dear JEE (OMain) are then eligble to st for Rush for seats 
JEE (Adan), for admission to IITk 

Whle JEE (Main) is conducted by the 
NTA, with some invohement of the ITS, 
JEE (Advanced) is handied completely by 
the UTs There are two key differences in 
how the exams are held: More students 
take NEET; and the JEE is a computer 
bascd eam rather than an offline one. 

Why is NEET not computer-based? 
There are two main hurdles to imple 

menting a computer-based NEET-UG. 
Fist, a very small number of centres are 

cquipped to conduc omputer-based tests 
WIth NEET-UG being one of the biggest 
competitive exans in India in terms of the 
number of aspirants -around 23 lakh stu 
dents every year– there aren't enough 
centresto acoommodate them. Tbompare, 
around 14 lakh students appear forthe JEE 

The NTA can conduct computer-based 
tests for only about L5 lakh students in a 
single shift. This would mean the NEET 
UG would have to be conducted over at 
least 15 shifts and a period of weeks. 

Second, irthe exam is held over several 

pistachios, walouts and other tree nuts (the 

NEET-UGs 
ertremely compet 
tive, with nearly 23 
laih students 
appearing for around 
1 lakh medical seats 
across the country. 
•Students strive to 

get into government 
colleges, which ac 
count for around halt 
the medical seats. 
since they are far 
cheaper than prvate 
colleges, where fees 
can run into crores 

shits, the proces of normalikation wukd 
be a challenge. To ensure falrness acToSS 
shiftx questions for an examination are di 
vided into different leves of diMkuty wth 
a statistícal proces determining that cach 
paper contains a certain percentage of 
questions from these different levetk 

"While a normalisation pros etst 
as is done with eminations such as.JEE. 
it will be very difficult to do so across 
multiple shifts and will lead to litigation 
and delıy the admission pros"ald an 
official fom the Health Ministry. 

Another ofkial from the Health Minis 
try said that this was also In line with the 
indication given by the Supreme Court. 

Affer iregularittes In NEET-UG 2024, 
there were "rumours ofa NEET-PG paper 
leak, which led to its postponement. The 
National Board ofExaminations under the 
Health Ministry. which conducts the 
NEET-PG test. deckled to conduct It only 
in the mnost trusted testing centres across 
two shifts. LItigation, however, led to the 
Supreme Court directing that the examin 
ation be conducted in a single shift and it 
proceeded as it used to. 

Are computer hased tests securet 
While there have been irregularttis 

veninomputer basaÍtet they are grn 
eraly more sare. 

The quetion pupen for the tests a 
prepared by a stnge persan A bank of 

questkonsofvarytng dimuty s prepared 
by several eqerts and the syuem hoes 
the questkons on its owTL basd on a blue 
print of what tvpe of questions and ho 
many of them are neded. The question 
papers are opened at the desgrared ime 
actoss examination centres togethet, 
movtng the likelihood of it betng leaked 
from one centre to other 

There is no phyxical transportatlon af 
these papers The second offlcal quoted 
above satd: "When the papers are beng 
transported phyically across the countr% 
therr arc multiple points of leak no matter 
how much security İs put in place. an 
leak fromthe prtnting agenciesar sumptya 
vehicle that ls trartsporting It." 

This ofMclal added: "NEETis an er 
tremely hugh-akes eaminathon, meanng 
there are always people who are willlng to 
pay to get the paper." 
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Dual-Organ Transplant 
At AlIMS After 18 Years 
Patient Freed From Insulin Dependence, Type-1 Diabetes 

Anuja.Jaisswal 
@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: AIMS Delhi has 
revived its simultaneous kid 
ney-pancreas (SPK) trans 
plant programme after 18 ye 
ars, successfully performing 
the rare and complex dual-or 
gan transplant on a 30-year 
old patient from Haryana suf. 
fering from end-stage kidney 
failure caused by long-stan 
ding Type-1 diabetes. 

The surgery can potential 
ly free patients from both life 
long insulin dependence and 
dialysis by treating diabetes 
and kidney failure together. 
AIIMS officials said the pati 
ent, operated upon on April14, 
is stable with good graft func 
tion and near-normal blood 
sugar levels with minimal 
insulin requirement. 

Thepatient had severe dia 
betic complications, inclu 
ding neuropathy, retinopathy 
and cardiomyopathy with his 
heart's ejection fraction redu 
ced to 25%, making the surge 
ry highly complex. The trans 
plant lasted about two-and-a 
half hours, after which blood 
sugar levels improvedrapidly 
and kidney function stabili 
sed without further dialysis. 
The patient was discharged 
after about two weeks. 

AIMS had previously per 
formed only two such procedu 
res India's first successful 
SPK transplant in 2004 on Ty 
pe-1 diabetes patient Sagar Ag 

The patient had 
severe diabetic 
complications, 
including 
neuropathy, 
retinopathy and 
cardiomyopathy, with his heart's 
ejection fraction 
reduced to 25%, 
making the surgery 
highly complex 

garwal, followed by another 
successful dual transplant in 
2008 on Delhi-based patient Mo 
hammad Nadeem. Doctors had 
then reported that both patients 
became free from insulin injec 
tions and dialysis after surgery. 

The latest transplant was 
performed by Prof VK Bansal 
and Prof Asuri Krishna, along 
with Dr Sanjeet Rai and Dr 
Sushant Soren, with support 
from renal transplant specia 
lists, Prof Ashish Sharma and 
Dr Deepesh from PGIMER 
Chandigarh. The multidisci 
plinary team included specia 
lists from surgery, nephrology, 
endocrinology and anaesthe 
siology, with the anaesthesia 
team led by Prof Rahul and Dr 
Nishant, nephrology support 
provided by Prof Dipankar 
Bhowmik and Prof Sandeep 
Mahajan, and endocrinology 
expertise contributed by Prof 
Nikhil Tandon. 

Pancreas transplantation 
is particularly challenging be 
cause, unlike kidneys, the or 
gan cannot be donated by a li 
ving donor and requires a bra 
in-dead cadaver donor. In this 
case, the organs came fom a 
50-year-old brain-dead donorat 
PGIMS Rohtak. AIIMS teams 
travelled overnight for retrie 
val, while coordination betwe 
en NOTTO, ORB0, Haryana 
Police and Delhi Police helped 
Create a green corridor for ra 
pid transport to Delhi. 

Doctors described pancre 
as transplantation as among 
the most technically deman 
dingorgan transplants becau 
se the pancreas is extremely 
soft and sensitive and can get 
damaged easily during retrie 
val or surgery, leading to 
complications such as pan 
creatitis, bleeding or graft fai 
lure. They said only five or six 
centres in India actively per 
form pancreas transplants, 
with the total number of such 
procedures estimated at only 
150-200 so far. Currently, AI 
IMS has 8-10 patients awaiting 
SPK transplantation. 

Post-operative care renma 
ins critical because transplant 
recipients are highly vulnerab 
le to infections due to lifelong 
immunosuppressive medici 
nes. Doctors said successful 
pancreas-kidney transp 
lantation can be life-changing 
for severe Type-l diabetes pati 
ents as most become almost 
insulin-independent. 
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THE DAILY OUIZ 

Sindhu Nagaraj 

Recently, there has been news of a hantavirus outbreak aboard a cruise ship. Here is a 
quiz on the virus and other viruses that cause diseases in humans 

QUESTION 1 
Hantaviruses are naturally 
found primarily in which 
group of mammals? 

QUESTION 2 
SmallpoX was an 
infectious disease caused 
by virus, which 
belongs to the genus 
Orthopoxvirus. Fill in the 
blank. 

QUESTION 3 
This is a virus belonging 
to Reovirales, an order of 
segmented, 
non-enveloped, 
double-stranded RNA 

SM 

viruses. It is an arbovirus, 
being primarily transmitted 
to humansfrom the bite of 
infected mosquitoes of the 
genus Culex. Which is it? 

QUESTION 4 
This virus causes a type of 
viral hemorrhagic fever. It is 
endemic in West African 
countries, especially Sierra 
Leone, the Republic of 
Guinea, Nigeria, and Liberia. 
Which is it? 

QUESTION 5 
This is the main cause of 
hemorrhagic fever with renal 
syndrome (HFRS) in East Asia. 
It is transmitted by the 
striped field mouse. Name 
the virus. 

TH 

Visual Question: 

HPV 

H'ucll 

Vaccine 
Injection o, 
5 ml Storef 

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in 

Identify the infection caused by this virus (from 
the image). What is the name of the cancer that 
may be an eventual result of this? 

Questions and Answers to the previous day's daily quiz: 1. Palme d'Or 
(earlier Grand Prix), the top prize at the festival, is awarded to the director of 
the best feature film. Who among the following is not a recipient of the award? 
Francis Ford Coppola, Andrei Tarkovsky, Akira Kurosawa, David Lynch, Martin 
Scorsese and Orson Welles. Ans: Andrei Tarkovsky 
2. Name the Indian filmmaker heading the Cannes Critics Week jury this year. 
Her film won the Grand Prix in 2024. Ans: Payal Kapadia 
3. Jane Campion, Julia Ducournau and Justine Triet are the only women 
directors to have received the festival's top prize. Name the films for which 
they won. Ans: The Piano (1993); Titane (2021); Anatomy of a Fall (2023) 
4. The 1968 festival was shut down after Jean-Luc Godard interrupted and 
blocked screenings. Why did they do this? Ans: To show solidarity with the 
students and workers' strike in France 
5. Name the only Indian film to receive top honours at the festival. Ans: 
Chetan Anand's Neecha Nagar 
6. Which restored Malayalam classic is being showcased at Cannes 2026? Ans: 
John Abraham's Amma Ariyan 
Visual: The official poster for Cannes 2026 features Susan Sarandon and Geena 
Davis on the set of their 1991 film. Name the movie and its director. Ans: 
Thelma & Louise; Ridley Scott 
Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya | Erfanally Oosmany | Sukdev Shet | Arjun Debnath 
| Prem Nath Tiwari 
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