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hantavirus spread on

ship pose low publicrisk

Reuters
London,Amsterdam, May 5

THE WORLD Health Organiza-
tion said on Tuesday that it sus-
pects some rare human to
human transmission of the
deadlyhanﬁvimstmkplacebe-
tween very close contacts on
board a cruise ship hit by seven
confirmed or suspected Cases.

Human to human trans-
mission is not common, and
the UN health agency reiter-
ated that the risk to the wider
public was low from a disease
typically spread from contact
with infected rodents.

A Dutch couple and a Ger-
man national have died, whilea
British national was evacuated
fromshipandisin intensivecare

in South Africa, officials said.

Two crew members require
urgent medical care, the Dutch-
flagged MV Hondius ship's op-
erator, Oceanwide Expeditions,
said. Another person on board
with a suspected case has only
reported a mild fever.

The Dutch foreign ministry
said it was preparing the medi-
cal evacuation of three people
to the Netherlands. It was not
yet clear when or where the
nearly 150 other people stillon-
board would disembark.

The cruise ship hit by the
deadly outbreak is moored oft
Cape Verde. The island nation

off West Africa was meant to be |

its final destination but it has not
allowed the vessel to put passen-

uman to human’

gersashore because of outbreak.
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ﬁERMlNﬁ_ﬂ_ﬂHDF TEEN’S 30-WEEK PR EGNANC:( ?u: V
The infant, born with disabilities,

‘has 80% survival rate: Al

| Express News Service
| New Delhi, May 5

| THE SUPREME Court on Mon-

. j | daydropped contempt of court

A4 | proceedings against AIIMS
:f, | Delhi after the hospital con-
| firmed it had complied withdi-
rectionstomedically terminate
| the 30-week pregnancy of al5-
vear-old girl.
| for AIIMS, Addi-
igto | tional Solicitor General (ASG)
yrior | Aishwarya Bhati informed a
jand | bench of Justices B V Naga-
weea- | rathna and Ujjal Bhuyan that
the medical termination of
sthe | pregnancy resulted in thebirth

esof | ofababyboy. The ASG reported
that the infant, born with cer-

col-

2 in- | tain disabilities, has 80% sur-
1 to I| vival rate and is in the neonatal
rio- | intensive care unit (NICU).

mi- | The contempt petition was

sof | originally filed by the minor’s

oc- | mother,allegingthat AIIMS had
|, Talledto comply withan April24

court order authorising the ter-
mination. ATIMS initially hesi-
rated, seekingareview and later
filed a curative petition, both of
which were dismissed. The in-
stitute argued that at 30 weeks,
the procedure carried a high risk
ofthe child being born alive with
congenital disabilities, and sug-
gested allowing the foetusa few
more weeks [0 grow Lo ensure a
healthy delivery for adoption.
However, the SC empha-
sised that forcing the minor to
carryan “unwanted pregnancy”
toterm would violate her funda-

mental right to reproductive au-
tonomy under Article 21 of the
Constitution and issued a con-
ternpt notice. On Monday, .Jus-
tice Nagarathna admitted the
difficulty of the situation. "It's
not easy forus here. There isno-
body who iswinning, nobody is
losing this. But then we have to

take a decision without emo-
tion. I hope it doesn’t come to

U LR B L A i Shap
| assig

W T

(e}( focu

child

Crime

stati

over:

IMSto SC the g
“T

this again in the sense that we pand:
don’twantany moreunwanted | erase
pregnancies coming for termi- | nitior
nation,” the judge said. along
Explaining why it asked datab
AIIMS to carry out the proce- Crimil
dure, shesaid that withoutthat, | Systel
the women would depend on | Kund:
ungqualified practitioners or tmea
quacks risking their lives. | asenic
Justice Nagarathna flagged De
asocietaltrend related totherise | toenh
of unwanted pregnancies | Spons
among minors, She noted that | prote:
throu

by the time families come 1o
know and overcome the shock | while
to make a decision, the ternr | exXpeéc
often reaches the seven-month | ency
mark, creatingalegaland medi- | tion,
cal crisis, “The shock ofthegirl | .
who is not married and is a | W
minorhaving become pregnant, [~
and the decision of the family on
what to do... This is a mischief. |
Either alacuna in the law and '!

tendency in the society. Some- |

body has toanswer it,” she said. !
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